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STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 3: More
than 50 students of Assam
Engineering College (AEC)
in Jalukbari reportedly fell
ill after using water from a
hostel storage tank in which
a monkey's carcass was sub-
sequently discovered, rais-
ing concerns over sanita-
tion and the maintenance of
campus facilities.

The incident came to
light at Hostel No. 7 after
boarders noticed an unusu-
al smell in the water. Stu-
dents later found the carcass
floating inside the tank,
which had reportedly re-
mained contaminated for
several days.

A hostel resident, speak-
ing to media on condition
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GUWAHATI, Nov 3: Con-
cerned c i t izens  have urged
the dis t r ic t  adminis t ra t ion to
in t roduce  dedica ted  What -
sApp helpl ine numbers for
di f ferent  government  depar t -
ments  to enable residents  to
report  c ivic  problems and
publ ic  g r ievances  th rough
photographs ,  loca t ion  de ta i l s
and br ief  descr ipt ions .

The proposed depar tment-
wise system would cover
road infrast ructure ,  essent ia l
suppl ies ,  t raff ic  management ,
foo tpa th  encroachment  and
pedestr ian safety,  a long with
a  separate  chi ld-f r iendly
repor t ing  fac i l i ty .

Ci t izens  have  proposed
dedicated contacts  for  report-
ing damaged roads,  neglect-
ed bylanes  and s t re tches

Citizens seek helplines to fix civic woes
requir ing urgent  repairs .
They have also sought  s imi-
lar  facil i t ies under the Sup-
ply Department  to  report
i r regular i t ies  in  the  dis t r ibu-
t ion of  essent ia l  commodit ies
and o ther  supply- re la ted
gr ievances .

A separate WhatsApp
channel for the Traffic Police
has been proposed to address
conges t ion ,  i l l ega l  park ing ,
road obs t ruct ions ,  faul ty
traff ic  s ignals  and other
safety concerns.  The inclu-
sion of  the concerned depart-
menta l  commiss ioners  in
moni tor ing groups  has  a lso
been suggested to  ensure
accountab i l i ty  and  t ime ly
a c t i o n .

The  p roposa l  h igh l igh ted
footpa th  encroachment  and
pedestr ian safety ,  par t icular-
ly  concerns affect ing senior

ci t izens,  persons with disa-
bi l i t ies  and children.  I t  a lso
cal led for  an age-appropriate
repor t ing  fac i l i ty  through
which chi ldren and their
guardians  could f lag unsafe
roads and other  public  safety
issues ,  wi th  adequate  pr ivacy
safeguards .

The ci t izens s t ressed that
the  in i t ia t ive  should  inc lude
compla in t  t racking,  c lear
repor t ing  guide l ines ,  p r ivacy
protec t ion  and a  t ime-bound
response  mechanism.  They
also sought  wide publ ic i ty  of
the off icial  numbers.

They said the proposed
system would help depart-
ments identify problem areas
through public feedback,
prioritise urgent work and
improve coordination,  making
Guwahati safer and more
pedestrian- and child-friendly.

Monkey carcass found in AEC hostel
water tank, over 50 students fall ill

of anonymity, said the hos-
tel had remained closed
during the Durga Puja holi-
days, leaving the water tank
uncovered. After returning,
students continued using
the water for drinking and
cooking before several be-
gan developing health
problems.

"Initially, around five stu-
dents were affected, but the
number rose to 15 and has

now crossed 40," the boarder
said, adding that some stu-
dents had returned to their
hometowns after falling ill.

The affected students
were advised to undergo
medical examinations at
the Ayurvedic Hospital
near the college. Two stu-
dents were reportedly hos-
pi ta l ised in  Guwahat i ,
while  others  received
treatment .  The exact

number of students still
undergoing treatment was
not immediately known.

Following the discov-
ery, the college administra-
tion arranged for the water
tank to be cleaned. The
boarder also said that stu-
dent samples were collect-
ed for medical testing after
reports of the incident ap-
peared in the media. The
cause of the illnesses and
the medical test results were
yet to be established.

Meanwhile, the All As-
sam Students' Union
(AASU) criticised the col-
lege administration over the
incident and raised con-
cerns about hygiene and
student welfare.

Speaking to reporters on
Tuesday, AASU president
Utpal Sharma said the college
was attracting attention for the
wrong reasons at a time when
educational institutions else-
where were gaining recogni-
tion for innovation and aca-
demic achievements.
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GUWAHATI, Nov 3: Dispur Police, with
assistance from Pan Bazar Police, arrested
Jeherul Ali of Mazar, Sijubari, Ganapath,
in connection with a burglary involving
the theft of jewellery and cash.

Police arrest man in burglary
case, seize jewellery and cash

During the operation, police recovered two
pairs of gold bangles, two gold chains, a gold
ball chain, a gold chain with a locket, six pairs
of gold earrings and three gold rings. Four jew-
ellery bags and two plastic boxes were also
seized, along with Rs 6.40 lakh in cash. Legal
action was initiated in connection with the case.


