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Bengaluru: Karnataka HC direc-
ted police not to mechanically re-
gister criminal cases or arrest peo-
ple over social media posts without
examining the allegations and
complying with statutory safegu-
ards. The registration of  a crime
should not automatically lead to
arrest, the court further said, and
cautioned against multiple crimi-
nal proceedings arising from the
same incident or identical online
posts, reports Vasantha Kumar.

Quashing criminal procee-
dings against a person over a social
media post, Justice M Nagapra-
sanna issued a series of  directives
aimed at preventing arbitrary ex-
ercise of  police powers while safe-
guarding freedom of  expression.
The court quashed the procee-
dings against Sandeep Kumar ci-
ting mechanical registration of
multiple cases arising from the
same online post and indiscrimi-
nate exercise of  police powers.

The court said police must ex-
amine whether a complaint dis-
closes the essential ingredients of
the alleged offence. Merely repro-
ducing the language of  a penal
provision without establishing
its ingredients is insufficient. Po-
lice must also comply with section
35 of  BNSS (which lays down the
procedures for arrest without war-
rant), Justice Nagaprasanna said,
citing three SC rulings.

In case of  multiple complaints
over the same incident or social
media post, police must first ascer-
tain whether a case was already re-
gistered, HC said in its Oct 16 order,
adding that a fresh FIR should not
be registered merely because the
complainant is different. Where a
preliminary inquiry is permissib-
le under section 173(3) of  BNSS, po-
lice must follow the prescribed sta-
tutory conditions, obtain requisite
permission and adhere to timeli-
nes. Such an inquiry, however, can-
not be used to avoid registering a
cognisable offence, the court speci-
fied. The court directed the DGP
and IGPs to circulate instruc-
tions to all jurisdictional police
officers on the principles gover-
ning crime registration, freedom
of  expression and safeguards
against unnecessary arrests.

HC tells cops not
to mechanically

register FIRs,
arrest over posts

New Delhi:Delhi High Court Fri-
day rejected a plea by All India
Students’ Association (AISA)
president Neha Bora challeng-
ing a police notice asking her to
execute a peace bond before a spe-
cial executive magistrate (SEM).

“I am rejecting the writ pet-
ition at this juncture,” said Justice
Subramonium Prasad while pro-
nouncing the judgement. The
judge, however, said that he has
passed certain directions to the
SEM on providing all material to
Bora in the proceedings.

“There are sufficient safe-
guards given, directions given to
the magistrate to take care. All
the material has to be furnished
to her,” Justice Prasad said.

The court also
said that before
passing any order,
the SEM would
consider the issue
of  whether the
bond has to be pro-

duced at the very first instance or
during the course of  the enquiry.
A detailed copy of  the judgement
is awaited.

The police notice, issued on Oct
17 under Section 126 of  BNSS,
asked the student leader to appear
before the SEM on Oct19 and show
cause as to why she should not exe-
cute a personal bond of  Rs 10,000
with one surety “for keeping peace
for a period of  enquiry”.

During the hearing Thursday,
Bora’s senior counsel had argued
that citizens did not need permis-
sion to hoist the national flag and
there was nothing wrong in seek-
ing regime change in a democracy.

Bora was taken into preventive
detention on Oct 16 while she was
on her way to join Cockroach Janta
Party’s ‘Lehra Do Tiranga’ march
in Delhi’s Connaught Place. She
was released on Oct17. PTI
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New Delhi: Singer Diljit Do-
sanjh’s Oct 30 concert here
will go on as scheduled with
Delhi Police Friday reconsi-
dering its earlier decision
and giving its nod following a
meeting with organisers
BookMyShow Live.

On Thursday, Delhi Po-
lice said it had denied per-

“It is clarified that re-
ports suggesting that the Dil-
jit Dosanjh AURA India Tour
concert in New Delhi on 30
Oct being cancelled are inac-
curate. Permission for the
event had been temporarily
withheld, not cancelled, and
the two should not be
confused.” PTI

mission to Diljit Dosanjh’s
Oct 30 concert,” a senior po-
lice officer said Friday, a
week ahead of  the concert.

In a statement earlier in
the day, event organiser Book-
MyShow Live said the per-
mission that had been “tem-
porarily withheld” is now “re-
considered and issued”.

mission for the concert at Ja-
waharlal Nehru Stadium on
grounds of  specific threat-
related inputs, security con-
cerns and law and order com-
mitments amid the ongoing
festive season.

“After meeting with the
organisers and reconsidera-
tion, we have granted per-

Diljit’s Oct 30 concert gets Delhi Police go-ahead
New Delhi: A Delhi court
Friday extended till Feb 24
next year the permission
granted to US national Mat-
thew Aaron VanDyke and
six Ukrainian nationals to
remain outside India in the
Myanmar arms training
case being probed by NIA.

Special Judge Prashant

that they need more time to
investigate several aspects
of  the case.

The court also granted
liberty to VanDyke to re-
turn to the US, as he ap-
peared in person Friday. 

The other six accused
appeared through video
conferencing. PTI

Sharma passed the order
while hearing applications
moved by the seven foreign

nationals. The proceedings
were held in-camera.

The court’s decision
came after NIA submitted

VanDyke can stay abroad till Feb 24: Court 
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