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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

BJP leaders, members of the
Sikh community and families
of victims of the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots on Monday held a
protest march from Gurdwara
Bangla Sahib to Gurdwara
Rakab Ganj Sahib, accusing
the Congress of reopening old
wounds by holding a rally on
November 1. The march was
organised as part of the BJP’s
‘Save Democracy, Remove
Anarchy’ campaign. Protesters
carried banners reading, “The
nation will not forget the
genocide of Sikhs by the
Congress,” while raising
slogans against the party.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
MPs Bansuri Swaraj and
Kamaljeet Sehrawat, along
with other party leaders and
workers, participated in 
the march.

Addressing reporters,
Sehrawat accused the
Congress of fail ing to
acknowledge the suffering
of the Sikh community during
the 1984 riots and alleged that
its November 1 rally had hurt

the sentiments of victims’
families. “Instead of paying
tribute to them and applying
balm to their wounds, they
have held a rally on
November 1 and reopened
those wounds,” she said.

She also referred to former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi’s
remarks following the 1984
violence, alleging that the
Congress leadership had
encouraged the atmosphere
that led to the attacks.

Sehrawat said the march
was an attempt to pay tribute
to those killed in the violence
and stand in solidarity with
their families.

Responding to a question
on AAP leader  Arvind
Kejriwal’s remarks that the
prime minister and the
home minister would also
have to answer questions,
she said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi enjoyed the
confidence of the people.
She also accused Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi of
making light of the Sikh
community’s suffering and
demanded an explanation
from him.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

With thousands of home-
buyers showing interest in
residential flats in Narela,
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Taranjit Singh Sandhu on
Monday directed
Government agencies to
ensure that housing devel-
opment in the sub-city is
matched by adequate water
supply, sanitation, transport
connectivity and security.

During a visit to Narela to
review infrastructure pro-
jects, Sandhu inspected
ready-to-move-in flats devel-
oped by the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) and took stock of ser-
vices being provided by dif-
ferent agencies. He said
people purchasing homes
in the area must not be left
without essential civic facil-
ities and warned that any
delay or negligence in pro-
viding services would not be
tolerated.

The LG specifically asked
the DDA to provide built-up
spaces to Delhi Police so
that police stations, police
posts and beat facilities
could become operational at
the earliest.  He said a
stronger police presence
was necessary to address
criminal and drug-related
activities, improve surveil-
lance and make residents
feel safer.

The inspection covered
DDA’s ready-to-move-in flats
in Pocket 11 of Sectors A1-A4.
Sandhu said the strong
response to the authority’s

housing schemes, reflected
in the rapid sale of flats, had
increased the responsibility
of agencies to ensure that
residents received the 
facilities they needed.

He also reviewed the sup-
porting infrastructure being
developed by  var ious
departments. Delhi Police’s
security arrangements, the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi’s sanitation services,
the Delhi Jal Board’s water
supply and sewerage work,
and the Transport
Department’s efforts to
improve Delhi Transport

Corporation connectivity
were among the issues 
discussed.

Sandhu said housing pro-
jects could not be viewed in
isolation from the neigh-
bourhood facilities required
by residents. Public spaces
must be maintained, basic
services provided and ade-
quate security arrangements
put in place alongside 
residential development.

He appreciated the DDA’s
efforts to make housing more
affordable through schemes
offering discounts on flats in
Narela. The authority has also
witnessed strong demand for
its Shramjeevi and Karmajeevi
Awas Yojana schemes, with
flats being booked within
hours of registration opening,
according to the note. The LG
said he would continue to
monitor the development of
infrastructure and public ser-
vices in the area to ensure that
residents did not face difficul-
ties after moving into 
their homes.

BJP, Sikh groups protest against
Congress over 1984 riots

LG seeks better civic facilities, police presence in Narela

Delhi Government orders transfer of jail officials posted for over three years
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Government has
directed the jail administration
to identify and immediately
transfer prison officials who
have been posted at the same
location for more than three
years, as part of measures to
strengthen accountability and

check corruption in prisons.
According to an official

statement, the Government
has also sought a list of offi-
cials overstaying their post-
ings in sensitive departments,
including the CPRO, factory
and procurement wings, as
well as jails housing first-
time offenders, economic
offenders and civil prisoners.

The administration has also
been asked to submit details
of the posting history of the
past 10 years of specific offi-
cials facing allegations of cor-
ruption and misconduct. The
directions were issued fol-
lowing a high-level review
meeting, the statement said.

Officials have also been
directed to verify quality and

market rates of food and med-
icines supplied to inmates to
prevent financial irregulari-
ties. The Government is also
exploring the use of
advanced scanning technol-
ogy to detect smuggled
tobacco and narcotics inside
prisons without causing
harm, it said.

Prison authorities have

been asked to submit action
taken reports (ATRs) within
strict deadlines on pending
complaints related to securi-
ty lapses and staff misconduct.

Delhi Home Minister Ashish
Sood said the Government
follows a zero-tolerance policy
towards corruption, extortion
and inefficiency in correction-
al institutions. Rotating officials

who have remained in the
same postings for years is
essential to prevent vested
interests, ensure transparency
and maintain integrity across
Delhi’s prisons, he said. The
Government is committed to
modernising prison security,
ensuring inmate welfare and
addressing complaints
promptly, Sood added.

BJP MPs Bansuri Swaraj and Kamaljeet Sehrawat, along with members of
the Sikh community, staged a protest against the Congress party responsible
for the 1984 anti-Sikh riots in New Delhi on Monday PANKAJ KUMAR


