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The PM2.5 level at Coimbatore 
on Sunday. Nitrogen dioxide level 
was at 19 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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Spl Campaign 6.0: 
Corpn collects 21 
tonnes of e-waste 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

COIMBATORE corporation 
has collected 21.46 metric 
tonnes of  electrical and elec-
tronic waste (e-waste) across 
its five zones as part of  the na-
tionwide Special Campaign 
6.0, aimed at promoting scien-
tific waste management and 
recovering valuable natu-
ral resources through 
recycling.

The month-long cam-
paign, conducted from 
October 2 to 31, was or-
ganised under the Na-
tional Critical Mineral 
Mission (NCMM) of  the Un-
ion Ministry of  Mines.

The corporation rolled out 
several public awareness and 
collection initiatives, including 
art-based e-waste collection 
drives in schools, dedicated col-
lection points under the slogan 
‘Give E-Waste, Get a Yellow 
Bag’, model houses showcasing 
e-waste management practices, 
rangoli competitions, golu dis-

plays, e-waste bazaars and 
awareness bike rallies.

Following the successful col-
lection drive, authorised e-waste 
recycling agency GreenEra Re-
cyclers presented Corporation 
Commissioner Katta Ravi Teja 
with an appreciation certificate 
and an impact report on Octo-
ber 31. According to the report, 
the initiative is estimated to 

have prevented 69,209.6kg of  
carbon dioxide emis-

sions, equivalent to the 
annual carbon absorp-
tion capacity of  around 
3,460 trees. It also gen-

erated environmental 
benefits equivalent to 

saving approximately 21,467 
kilolitres of  water. The initia-
tive also helped prevent hazard-
ous electronic waste from en-
tering landfills and open spaces, 
reducing potential health risks 
to nearly 2,000 sanitation work-
ers and their families.

CCMC Commissioner Katta 
Ravi Teja subsequently inspect-
ed the e-waste collection and 
processing facility in the city.

Jangamanayakkan 
Pond 75% full 
after nearly 40 yrs
COIMBATORE: Residents of  Ap-
panaickenpatti in Sulur taluk are 
celebrating as the village’s main 
water source, the Jangamanay-
akkan Kuttai, filled up after near-
ly 40 years. The area has long 
faced acute shortages of  drinking 
water and groundwater, with sup-
ply from Athikadavu often prov-
ing inadequate.

The current northeast mon-
soon has brought much-needed 
relief  to the region. Once a thriv-
ing agricultural region, Appa-
naickenpatti saw many farmers 
abandon cultivation due to per-
sistent water scarcity and later 
transformed into an industrial 
zone. Borewells and drinking-
water schemes have offered lim-
ited help.

Villagers say the recent rains 
have filled up the long-dry Janga-
manayakkan Kuttai to about 75% 
raising hopes that groundwater 
levels will improve in the coming 
months.  ENS

Tipplers block road as Tasmac employees 
close outlets over ̀ 10 environmental cess
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

TASMAC employees in Coimbat-
ore staged a strike on Sunday by 
keeping liquor shops closed in 
protest against a new government 
scheme that requires an extra ̀ 10 
deposit for every bottle of  liquor. 
The deposit is meant to encour-
age recycling of  empty liquor bot-
tles and reduce littering of  empty 
containers in open spaces.

Under the plan announced by 
the excise minister, the additional 
`10 would be collected along with 
the printed MRP and refunded to 
customers when they return the 
empty bottle. The amount would 
be credited to the government ac-
count and printed on the MRP it-
self  to prevent any misuse by 
staff. Employees have opposed the 
move, citing the extra workload 
of  collecting empty bottles and 

processing refunds.
At one outlet in Masakali-

palayam, frustrated regulars 
who had been waiting for hours 
grew angry and staged a sepa-
rate protest on the main road. 
Some sat in the middle of  the 
road, shouting for the shop to be 
opened immediately. Videos of  
tipplers blocking the road and 
demanding the outlet be un-

locked went viral on social me-
dia. The strike and unusual road-
side protest by customers have 
drawn widespread attention.

Meanwhile, Tasmac outlet staff  
across Coimbatore district reo-
pened the shops around 1.30 pm 
following instructions from the 
management, which had called 
representatives of  trade unions 
for discussions.

SPCA member bashed up 
while inspecting ABC centre
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

A member of  district unit of  the Society for the Prevention 
of  Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) was allegedly attacked by 
members of  an NGO operating the Coimbatore City Munici-
pal Corporation’s (CCMC) Animal Birth Control (ABC) cen-
tre at Ondipudur on Saturday, when he attempted to inspect 
the facility upon complaints of  poor animal care.

The incident occurred when Coimbatore SPCA coordina-
tor V Balakrishnan, accompanied by government veteri-
narians, visited the centre on the instructions of  the re-
gional director of  the animal husbandry department 
following complaints from activists.

However, members of  Prani Mithran, 
the NGO operating the centre, allegedly 
prevented the inspection team from enter-
ing the premises and attacked Balakrishnan 
when he attempted to photograph and vid-
eograph the facility. Speaking to TNIE, 
Balakrishnan alleged that the NGO mem-
bers tried to snatch his phone before attacking him. 

“There have been several complaints against the NGO over 
unhygienic conditions and improper treatment of  animals. 
A case was also registered against them in Tiruppur follow-
ing the deaths of  three dogs during treatment. The Madras 
High Court had also reprimanded the organisation and im-
posed a fine of  `25,000 over various lapses,” he added.

Based on a complaint, Singanallur police have filed a case 
and launched a probe into the alleged assault. Balakrishnan 
is currently undergoing treatment at a government hospi-
tal. Meanwhile, CCMC officials, led by the VOC Zoo direc-
tor, have inspected the facility and are expected to submit 
a status report to the corporation commissioner.
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At one outlet in Masakalipalayam, frustrated regulars who had been waiting for hours 
grew angry and staged a separate protest by blocking the main road |  EXPRESS

Pattanam, Somayampalayam locals stage protest
Coimbatore: Residents of Pattanam village panchayat passed a resolution at 

the Grama Sabha meeting on Sunday, held to mark Local Governance Day, 
demanding speed-regulation measures on the Pattanam-L&T Bypass, 

allegedly an accident hotspot. Similarly, residents of Somayampalayam 
panchayat staged a protest opposing waste segregation being done in open 
areas and residential sites. In Somayampalayam panchayat, the main issue 
raised was waste dumping at the government poramboke land near Rathna 
Enclave Cosmo Village, near Vadavalli police station, causing severe distress 

to residents. At the Pattanam panchayat meeting, social activist S Santhosh 
said two-wheeler riders, general public, and students crossing the L&T 

Bypass at Pattanam Pudur frequently meet with accidents, and demanded 
adequate safety measures and police surveillance. He staged a protest by 

lying down in the middle of the Grama Sabha meeting. ENS

Techie booked for stealing 
gadgets from workplace

Coimbatore: Ramanathapuram 
police in the city have booked a 

person who worked as a team 
leader at a Bangalore-based 

software development firm’s 
Coimbatore branch for allegedly 

stealing several electronic gadgets 
from the firm over the past month. 
The suspect has been identified as 

Velmurugan of Kallathur village 
near Thandalai in Ariyalur district. 
He was booked under Section 306 

of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) Act. Police said the suspect is 

yet to be arrested.  ENS

Clear wastewater near 
govt school, urges SMC
Coimbatore: Members of the school 
management committee (SMC) at 
the Government Higher Secondary 
School in Sikkathasampalayam 
have urged authorities to clear 
stagnant wastewater that flows 
from houses near the school 
compound wall. An SMC member 
told TNIE, “Wastewater from these 
houses stagnate near the rear 
compound wall of the school. As a 
result, foul smell spreads across the 
school.” He added that a petition 
had been sent to the school 
education department. ENS

SOULFUL MAKEOVER
Ahead of All  Souls’ Day on November 2, people cleaning the graves of their  late 

loved ones at Puliyakulam Cemetery in Coimbatore on Sunday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN
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