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At4pmonOctober27,nearthe
central canteen,NausheenFa-
rooqwentoverhernotesbefore
addressingthemedia.Dressed
inayellowkurti,pyjamasanda
head scarf, shemuttered each
point under her breath. Her
friends surrounded her, talk-
ing, planning, while one ad-
justedhermicrophone.
A few steps away,Haneena

Bint Omar was walking from
theGeographyDepartment to
the Political Science building,
carryingawatergallon ineach

hand. Other students walked
alongside,carryingmorewater
andpacketsoffoodtobepassed
over thespikedboundarywall.
OnWednesday,thestudentsse-
curedabreakthrough,with the
universitysettingatimelinefor
electionsbyJuly2027. Ina late-
nightorder,theRegistrar’soffice
setMay15,2027,asthedeadline
for approving and implement-
ingtheJamiaMilliaIslamiaStu-
dents’Union(JMISU)constitu-
tion. the order directed that
elections be held within six
weeks of the start of the aca-
demic session, in accordance
with the LyngdohCommittee

guidelines. thenext academic
session is expected to begin on
July15,2027.
Nausheen, from Port Blair

in the Andaman andNicobar
Islands, is a second-year MA
student in Disaster Manage-
ment.ShehasaBScfromMad-
rasUniversityandchoseJamia
because it is a central univer-
sity.thenshenoticedtheprob-
lems students were facing—
“poor hygiene, rooms and
washrooms in bad shape, and
thequalityof food”.
Nausheen also pointed out

howwomenhada10pmentry
deadline. “When we had ap-

proached the administration,
they gave a very casual, lacka-
daisical reply,” sheclaimed. “If
therewasaunion, therewould
be a representative from our
sideandwewouldn'tbe facing
problems.” Haneena, a third-
yearlawstudentfromthrissur
in Kerala, said alleged mal-
practice in admissions was
among the issues that pushed
her into theprotest.
“When you see something

wronghappening, youhave to
raise your voice,” she said. “I
wasprivilegedtobebroughtup
in a family where we were
taught to ask questions and to

speakupwhensomethingbad
happens.”
ShenamedAmbedkar,Sav-

itribaiPhuleandFatimaSheikh
asherinspirations.“Butforme,
Deencomes first.”
thiswas not their first pro-

test. Haneena andNausheen
were part of the Cockroach
JantaParty’sOctober10protest
against irregularities in the
Special IntensiveRevisionand
were detained in Shalimar
Bagh.theyhadgone,theysaid,
to defend electoral democracy
in India.

RidaNaushadKhan inside thebuildingwhere theprotestershad locked themselves in;HaneenaBint
Omarwithupaphotoof Jamia founderHakimAjmalKhan;NausheenFarooq

agitation led to Jamiamillia islamia agreeing toconduct student union polls
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