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STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Oct 16: The Sadou
Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP)
has urged the Assam Eighth Pay Com-
mission to extend the deadline for
submission of memoranda, question-
naire responses and suggestions by
one month, from October 31 to No-
vember 30, 2026.

In a letter addressed to the Chair-
person of the Assam Eighth Pay Com-
mission on October 15, the employees'
body conveyed a resolution adopted
at its 41st biennial conference held in
Nalbari on October 10, 11 and 12, 2026.

According to the letter, the dele-

SAKP seeks extension for
memoranda to pay panel

gates' meeting at the conference en-
trusted the president and the general
secretary of the organisation with the
responsibility of requesting the com-
mission to extend the deadline to
November 30 to enable the submis-
sion of memoranda, responses to ques-
tionnaires and recommendations.

Explaining the reasons behind the
demand, SAKP stated that its execu-
tive members, office-bearers and af-
filiated associations and unions could
not devote sufficient time to the work
related to the Pay Commission due
to preparations for the recently con-
cluded biennial conference.

The organisation also pointed out

that the extended government holi-
days during the Durga Puja period had
created additional difficulties in bring-
ing all stakeholders together to pre-
pare the required documents within the
existing deadline of October 31.

SAKP said the proposed exten-
sion would provide adequate time to
collectively prepare and submit the
documents to the commission in a
systematic, organised and well-con-
sidered manner. The organisation has
appealed to the commission to con-
sider its request favourably and grant
the one-month extension in the inter-
est of ensuring a comprehensive and
properly prepared submission.

A CORRESPONDENT

AZARA, Oct 16: Six faculty
members of Gauhati University
(GU) have been featured in the
2026 World's Top 2% Scientists
list, placing the university among
the leading institutions in the
Northeast in terms of representation
in the prestigious global listing.

The recognition highlights the

GU leads NE with 6 faculties in global top 2% scientist list
university's contribution to scientific
research and academic excellence.
The list is compiled using research
output and citation-based indicators
and is associated with Stanford
University and Elsevier, a Nether-
lands-based academic publishing
and research analytics company.

The faculty members recognised
are Professor Bhupendra Nath
Goswami, ANRF PM Professor and

Professor of Excellence at Gauhati
University; Professor Prodeep
Phukan and Professor Ranjit
Thakuria of the Department of
Chemistry; Professor Bipan Hazari-
ka of the Department of Mathemat-
ics; Dr Arun Kumar Dutta of the
Department of Botany; and Dr
Lachit Dutta of the Department of
Electronics and Communication
Engineering.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Oct 16: The
Gauhati High Court has
granted bail to Sandipan
Garg, a suspended Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP) and one of the accused
in the case related to the
death of Assam's iconic sing-
er Zubeen Garg in Singapore.

The order follows a se-
ries of hearings on the bail
application and marks an-
other development in the
investigation into the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
singer's death, which has

HC grants bail to Sandipan Garg
drawn widespread public
attention across Assam.

Sandipan Garg, a relative
of the late singer, was arrested
during the investigation after
the case was reclassified as one
of culpable homicide. He fac-
es charges under Section 105
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS), relating to culpa-
ble homicide not amounting
to murder, along with allega-
tions of criminal conspiracy.

During the bail proceed-
ings, the prosecution op-ZUBEEN

DEATH CASE

posed his release, citing in-
consistencies in the se-
quence of events surround-
ing Zubeen Garg's death and
arguing that these warranted
his continued judicial custo-
dy.  After hearing submis-
sions from both sides, the
High Court allowed Sandi-
pan Garg's bail application.

The order follows the
High Court's earlier deci-
sion to grant bail to co-ac-
cused singer Amritprava
Mahanta in the same case.
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GUWAHATI, Oct 16: Con-
cerned citizens have urged
the Assam government to di-
rect the Guwahati Municipal
Corporation (GMC) to en-
force stricter waste-manage-
ment measures at Durga Puja
and Kali Puja pandals, in-
cluding mandatory segrega-
tion of biodegradable and
non-biodegradable waste.

In a representation to the
Chief Secretary, they called
for separate bins at puja
venues, timely garbage col-
lection and scientific dis-
posal to prevent waste ac-
cumulation during the fes-
tive season.

The citizens also pro-
posed promoting low-cost
organic manure technology

Citizens seek waste
segregation at puja pandals

associated with ENVIRON
and Jaibik Sar, developed
by Dr Amarjyoti Kashyap,
to convert biodegradable
household waste into ma-
nure and reduce the burden
on municipal waste-dispos-
al systems.

They further urged the
authorities to organise pub-
lic awareness campaigns
involving puja committees,
households, volunteers and
devotees, and designate
personnel to coordinate
waste segregation, collec-
tion and sanitation.

The representation
called for appropriate direc-
tions to the GMC to con-
sider the measures during
the current festive season
and potentially extend
them beyond the festivals.

GUWAHATI, Oct 16: As-
sam Governor Lakshman
Prasad Acharya lauded the
Indian Air Force's role in
safeguarding the country's
sovereignty and territorial
integrity while attending
the programme 'Akash Se
Antariksh Tak' at the Air
Force Headquarters in Bor-
jhar, Guwahati, on Friday.

Organised by the Indian
Air Force under the initia-
tive of Lok Bhavan, Assam,
the programme was held as
part of the NaMo Matrib-
hoomi Suraksha avam Swav-
alamban Sankalp Saptah.

The Governor praised
the courage, discipline and
sacrifices of air warriors,
highlighting the Air Force's
contributions to combat
operations, disaster relief,

Governor lauds IAF’s
role in national security

rescue missions and the de-
livery of essential supplies
to remote areas. He also
emphasised the growing
role of women in the Air
Force and their achieve-
ments as an example of Nari
Shakti.

Acharya highlighted
the importance of advanced
technologies, including
fighter aircraft, radar sys-
tems and drones, in modern
warfare. He said the vision
of Aatmanirbhar Bharat had
strengthened indigenous
defence manufacturing and
technological self-reliance.

Referring to Operation
Sindoor, he stressed opera-
tional preparedness and co-
ordination among the three
Services in addressing secu-
rity challenges.

Durga Puja pandal of Jai Hind Club at Pandu in
Guwahati on Friday. (UB)


