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Ropar, October 29
A 20-day crackdown by the
police and the mining
department in the Anandpur
Sahib subdivision of Ropar
district has brought suspect-
ed illegal mining and trans-
portation of illegally extract-
ed material under scrutiny,
with five FIRs registered and
more than 70 vehicles fined
for overloading. The mining
department, with police
assistance, has also fined
four modified tippers, impos-
ing penalties of Rs 2.5 lakh
each. The drive has intensi-
fied checks on vehicles sus-
pected of carrying minerals
beyond their authorised
capacity, while concerns per-
sist over unregistered
machinery, unauthorised
extraction sites and gaps in
monitoring the supply chain.

Overloading can make
transporting illegally mined
material financially attrac-
tive, allowing operators to
carry more material per jour-
ney. Material extracted with-
out the required permissions
or transported without valid
permits and payments can

further increase the incentive
for illegal operations.

However, overloaded vehicles
put additional pressure on roads
and bridges while potentially
depriving the government of
revenue through unpaid GST
and mining royalties.

Despite intensified enforce-
ment, concerns remain over
tippers and excavators
allegedly operating without
registration. An officer,
speaking anonymously, said
unregistered machinery and
vehicles made it difficult to
identify operators, establish
responsibility and trace the
supply chain.

Sources in enforcement
agencies said checks must
extend beyond roads to
extraction sites, loading
points, stockyards and desti-
nations. Authorities also need
to verify vehicle registrations,
mining permissions, transit
documents, authorised carry-
ing capacities and the source
of transported material.

The latest action signals
intensified enforcement in a
district known for mining
activity. However, sustained
monitoring will be crucial to
determine whether the
drive can curb illegal extrac-
tion and transportation.

5 FIRs in 20 days: Ropar
goes after mining mafia

Archit Watts
Tribune News Service

Mansa, October 29
Tension prevailed in Mansa
on Thursday as a joint protest
demanding justice for anti-
drug activist Parvinder Singh
Jhota and marginal farmer
Daljit Singh continued at
Tinkoni near the Deputy
Commissioner’s residence.
Both families have refused to
perform the cremations, with
Jhota’s body at the Civil Hos-
pital and Daljit’s at AIIMS,
Bathinda. Amid mounting
pressure, the police tem-
porarily deployed three SP-
rank officers in the district,
transferred two subdivisional
DSPs and appointed a
replacement for a suspended
DSP. Special DGP Praveen
Kumar Sinha remained in
Mansa to assess the situation.

According to an FIR,
Daljit’s father, Jarnail Singh,
alleged that three men
abducted his son from
Bhamme Kalan bus stand on
October 27 and later dumped
his body near a tree on the
Ramanandi link road. He
alleged that the accused bet
Daljit and administered a poi-
sonous substance. The police
registered a murder case and

arrested those named in the
complaint. A court remanded
them in two-day police cus-
tody on Thursday.

Daljit’s mother, wife and
sister continue to demand the
release of people detained
during Tuesday’s police
action. Jarnail Singh consent-
ed to the post-mortem exami-
nation, conducted on Wednes-
day, but the family remains
divided over cremation.

Jhota’s parents have
demanded the Chief Minis-
ter’s and DGP’s resigna-
tions, among other measures.
His father, Bhim Singh, said
the action committee would
not hold talks with the gov-
ernment until detainees were

released and cases against
them cancelled.

The committee plans to meet
nearly 50 organisations on
October 30 and has announced
a 24-hour gherao of AAP MLAs
on October 31. Protesters have
also stopped serving langar to
police personnel.

Meanwhile, Bathinda MP
Harsimrat Kaur Badal visited
Daljit’s family and had a heat-
ed phone conversation with
the Mansa SSP over the han-
dling of the mortal remains.

The protest remained
peaceful on Thursday. Later,
SSP Vaibhav Chaudhary
met local traders and
assured them that peace
would be maintained.

Tension prevails in Mansa as kin of
Jhota, Daljit refuse to cremate bodies 

Mansa, October 29
Gangster-turned-politician
Lakhvir Singh Lakha Sid-
hana and Mohanjit Singh
Sheron were remanded in
four-day police custody by a
Mansa court, nearly 48 hours
after being detained during a
protest over Daljit Singh’s
alleged drug overdose death.

They were detained on Tues-
day along with other protest-
ers while taking Daljit’s body
from his native village to
Mansa. They were formally
arrested on Wednesday and
produced before the court
through video conferencing.

Their counsel, Harpal Singh
Khara, said a petition had
been filed challenging
Lakha’s arrest. The court also
ordered daily medical exami-
nations and allowed their
lawyers to meet them through
video conferencing daily.

Punjab Students Union
leader Arwinder Kaur
Azad, released on Wednes-
day, alleged that police
assaulted protesters and
shifted them between
police stations. — TNS

Parvinder Jhota's father Bhim Singh addresses protesters in Mansa.

4-day remand
for 2 protesters

■ More than 70 vehicles fined
for exceeding permissible
carrying capacity

■ Four modified tippers fined

~2.5 lakh each
■ Officials urged to monitor

extraction sites and trans-
portation networks

OVERLOADED TIPPERS FACE PENALTIES

Tribune News Service 

Chandigarh, October 29
The government procurement
of paddy has crossed 101.96
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) in
the mandis of the state.

Not only this, but Rs
20,713.24-crore payments
have also been credited to the
accounts of 4.71 lakh farmers.

This was disclosed by the
Food, Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs Minister Lal
Chand Kataruchak after
chairing a meeting held to
review the paddy procure-
ment, which is currently
underway in the state.

Also, more than 2,500 man-
dis are operational for the
smooth conduct of the pro-
curement process and the
produce of the farmers is
being procured at the mini-
mum support price (MSP) of
Rs 2,461 per quintal. Pointing
out further, Kataruchak said
that the State would comfort-
ably achieve the procure-
ment target of 180 LMT.

Paddy purchase
crosses 100 LMT

Tribune News Service

Moga, October 29
The Nihal Singh Wala police
in Moga have registered a
case against a travel agent for
allegedly defrauding an
immigration consultancy
owner of Rs17.08 lakh by
issuing fake air tickets.

Complainant Harsimran-
jeet Singh Sran, a resident
of Madheke village and
owner of MD Sran Immi-
gration in Nihal Singh Wala,
submitted a complaint
regarding the fraud that
took place in June.

Following an inquiry by the
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Investigation), Moga,
an FIR was formally lodged.

Travel agent
booked for fraud

Balwant Garg
Tribune News Service

Faridkot, October 29
A virtual friendship which
began on Snapchat turned
sour, leading to an alleged
kidnapping attempt in Jaito
town of Faridkot district on
Wednesday evening, when
shopkeepers caught five men
accused of trying to abduct a
businessman. According to
the police, the men were

allegedly hired by the busi-
nessman’s former girlfriend
to carry out the kidnapping.
The woman purportedly
planned the operation with
an accomplice following a
relationship dispute, with the
alleged payment mentioned
as Rs 10 lakh.

According to the complaint,
Arshdeep Singh met
Sukhwinder Kaur on
Snapchat around two years

ago. Kaur, from Yamunana-
gar in Haryana, currently
lives in Zirakpur. Arshdeep
told the police that he ended
the relationship in May after
discovering that she was
allegedly involved with other
people. He further alleged
that she demanded Rs 10
lakh and threatened him
when he refused to pay.

The alleged abduction
attempt took place when five

men arrived on two motorcy-
cles at the shop where
Arshdeep stood. They
allegedly manhandled him
and tried to force him onto a
motorcycle. His cry for help
alerted nearby shopkeepers
who caught the suspects and
handed them to the police.

The suspects told locals
that Kaur had hired them
for Rs 5 lakh to carry out
the abduction.

Love affair row triggers abduction bid, 5 held Grenade attack accused arrested
SanjayYadav

Faridabad, October 29
In a joint operation, the Punjab
Police and Faridabad police
arrested a man wanted in con-
nection with a hand grenade
attack in Jalalabad, Fazilka,
from Panchayati Jhuggi village
in Faridabad on Wednesday.

The accused, Kulwant
Singh, allegedly has links with
Pakistan's intelligence agency

ISI and terrorist Shahzad
Bhatti, according to the police.
Following his arrest, a Punjab
Police team took him to Pun-
jab for further investigation.

The police said Kulwant was
wanted in connection with the
grenade attack that took place
in Jalalabad on September 13.
Investigative agencies were
now examining his contacts
and alleged network.

Kulwant Singh, a resident

of Ferozepur district in Pun-
jab, had been on the radar of
security agencies since the
attack. During the investiga-
tion, the Punjab Police
received information that he
was visiting his aunt's resi-
dence in Panchayati Jhuggi
village. Acting on the input, a
joint team of Punjab and
Faridabad police conducted
an operation and arrested
him on Wednesday.

FI
LE

P
H

O
TO

Tribune News Service

Ludhiana, October 29
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann on Thursday
asserted that his government
was creating employment
opportunities within Punjab,
enabling young people to
build their future at home
rather than being forced to

migrate abroad. 
Mann said the government

is working to create an envi-
ronment in which young
people do not have to move
far away in search of employ-
ment. “Punjab’s develop-
ment strategy focuses on
expanding opportunities,
strengthening public servic-
es and ensuring that govern-

ment resources reach ordi-
nary families,” he added.

Mann handed over a
cheque of Rs 51 lakh to the
village sarpanch for compre-
hensive development works,
and reiterated his govern-
ment’s commitment to
farmers and women. He hit
out at the Congress and the
Akali leaders for fighting

over power instead of work-
ing for Punjab’s progress. 

He also referred to the filing
of a chargesheet against Akali
Dal leader Bikram Singh
Majithia, asserting that it
would become difficult for
him to escape accountability.

The CM also warned against
spreading false narratives
about Punjab and its people.

Creating job avenues for youth: CM Mann
Chandigarh, October 29
Punjab BJP president Kewal
Singh Dhillon on Thursday
said if the BJP came to power
in Punjab, it would ensure
that state government
employees got 63 per cent
dearness allowance (DA),
matching the benefits
announced for the central
government employees.

Welcoming Prime Minin-
ster Narendra Modi’s deci-
sion to increase DA for cen-
tral government employees
by 3 per cent, Dhillon
accused the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) government of
denying Punjab state
employees their legitimate
dues. — TNS

BJP promises
63% DA for staff,
targets AAP govt

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, October 29
Senior Punjab Congress
leader Pargat Singh on
Thursday said Rahul Gand-
hi, Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, would
address the party’s “Insaaf
Rally” in Sangrur on Novem-
ber 4. The party expects more
than one lakh people to
attend the rally.

Pargat said Punjab Con-
gress leaders had been
exempted from attending
Rahul Gandhi’s November 1
rally in Delhi as they were
busy making arrangements
for the Sangrur event.

The rally, to be held in Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann’s
home turf, will focus on Pun-
jab’s rights, farmers’ con-
cerns, youth issues and the
alleged deterioration in law
and order. The Congress is
expected to target the state
government over its han-
dling of justice, the drug
menace and farmers’ issues.

Accusing the state govern-
ment of pushing Punjab
towards a “police state”, Par-
gat alleged the morale of the
police and civil administra-
tion had declined and public
confidence in the system was
eroding. He said he had
raised concerns about the

government’s functioning in
the Assembly and alleged
that democratic institutions
were being weakened.

On sacrilege cases, Pargat
questioned the transfer of
certain cases outside Punjab
and said people were still
awaiting justice. He also
sought clarity on the provi-
sions of the Dam Safety Act
and Punjab’s interests in
supplying water to
Rajasthan, stressing that the
state government must
defend Punjab’s rights in the
ongoing river water disputes.

Questioning the handling of
law-and-order cases involv-
ing Parminder Singh Jhota
and Gulzar Singh, he called
for transparent and impartial
investigations. Referring to
the investigation into singer
Sidhu Moosewala’s murder,
he questioned how conclu-
sions in another case could be
reached within two hours. He
said investigations must be
evidence-based and follow
due process.

Pargat said the possible
implementation of the model
code of conduct would not, by
itself, resolve the underlying
problems. Restoring public
confidence, fixing accounta-
bility and following estab-
lished procedures were
essential, he added.

Rahul to flag drugs, farm
issues in Sangrur rally

Tribune News Service 

Chandigarh, October 29 
The Punjab Assembly elec-
tions are likely to be held as
scheduled in February 2027,
with the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) reviewing
preparations for the polls and
the final electoral roll slated
for publication on January 4.

The development comes
amid clamour for early polls
and implementation of the
model code of conduct by the
Opposition parties. 

Official sources said taking
into account the current
schedule of election-related
activities by the Election
Commission, the model code
of conduct was likely to
come into force in the second
week of January. 

A three-member team of
senior ECI officials reviewed
preparations for the Assem-
bly elections during its visit to
Punjab on October 27 and 28.

While the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Punjab has been com-
pleted, the Special Summary
Revision process will begin
on November 12. 

During the period, the
process of adding eligible vot-
ers and deleting names will
be undertaken. 

Assembly elections
on track for Feb
despite Oppn’s
calls for early poll 

Our Correspondent

Fatehgarh Sahib, October 29
Former Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi’s interac-
tion with party leaders and
workers at Khamanon has
fuelled speculation over his
brother, Dr Manohar Singh,
contesting the 2027 Assembly
poll from Bassi Pathana.

Channi has been reviewing

preparations for the Novem-
ber 4 Congress rally in San-
grur, which will be addressed
by Rahul Gandhi. However,
Dr Manohar Singh’s promi-
nent presence and Channi’s
interaction with local leaders
have lent a political signifi-
cance to his latest visit.

Dr Manohar Singh, an
aspirant for the Congress
ticket from the reserved

Bassi Pathana constituency,
has intensified his grass-
roots mobilisation since Par-
gat Singh took over as Pun-
jab Pradesh Congress
Committee (PPCC) presi-
dent. His recent activities
include a booth-manage-
ment training meeting and a
rally at Khamanon, besides
a rally at Bhari village and a
roadshow in Chunni.

Channi’s support for brother
sparks Bassi Pathana poll buzz


