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PRIME Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s bloc on Thurs-
day piled pressure on Arab-Israeli leaders over unprov-
en accusations of  foreign funding, in a push to neuter 
parties that could hold the key to forming a govern-
ment after an inconclusive election.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog, who holds a largely cer-
emonial role, called for an investigation into allegations 
but cautioned against stigmatising the entire Arab-Israe-
li community, who voted at unprecedented rates. Israel 
was nearing the completion of  ballot counting from Tues-
day’s election, the first since Hamas’s October 7, 2023 at-
tacks, with neither Netanyahu nor the opposition bloc led 
by former military chief  Gadi Eisenkot appearing able 
to secure a majority.

The Netanyahu camp’s accusations, denied by both 
Arab-majority lists, could bring new uncertainty into the 
electoral process at a time when the threat of a new Is-
raeli and US attack on Iran looms over the region. Ei-
senkot said the official probe into the claims should run 
its course without interference, but also accused Netan-
yahu of  seeking to “delegitimise” the election results.

The vote saw soaring participation by Arab-Israelis, 
descendants of  Palestinians who stayed after the coun-
try’s creation in 1948, as outrage boiled at calls by officials 
such as National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir to 
treat their community much as Israel has dealt with Pal-
estinians in Gaza and the occupied West Bank.

Ben Gvir went so far as to encourage Israel to “imme-
diately” order the arrests of  Arab party leaders. The 
Arab parties together have enough votes to take the op-
position bloc over the finish line, but Eisenkot has 
baulked after relentless attacks by Netanyahu. AFP
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44001/69/2627: Sealed bids, in two separate covers (Technical bid and Fi-
nancial bid) are invited from original manufacturers / authorized suppliers 
/ authorized dealers for the supply, installa�on, commissioning, mainte-
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For more details, please visit our university website www.vssut.ac.in. 
The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders 
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