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Focus on public 
issues: JD(U)
Press Trust Of India

Cong urged to  
introspect over  
performance.

NEW DELHI: The JD(U) 
on Thursday asked Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi to rethink his party’s 
strategy after it managed 
to win just one seat in 
the legislative council 
elections in four states, 
and also focus on public 
issues instead of ques-
tioning the Election Com-
mission and the electoral 
system. Speaking to PTI, 
JD(U) national spokesper-
son Rajeev Ranjan Prasad 
said the Congress has 
consistently demanded 
elections through ballot 
papers, but its perfor-
mance should prompt it 
to introspect.

“These MLC elec-
tions to 28 seats were 
held using ballot papers. 
However, if one looks 
at the results in these 
four states, the Congress 
could barely manage to 
win a seat, in Nagpur,” he 
said. The Congress won 
just the Nagpur Division 
Graduates’ constituency 
in Maharashtra, where 
its candidate Abhijit Wan-
jarri defeated BJP’s Sud-
hakar Kohale.

In Karnataka, the Con-
gress suffered a major 
setback as the BJP and 
JD(S) together won all 
four seats. The JD(S) 
wrested the Bengaluru 

Teachers’ constituency 
from the ruling party, 
while the BJP retained 
the other three seats. 
In Bihar, the Congress, 
which contested five 
seats, drew a blank and 
is now left with just one 
member, Rajiv Kumar, 
elected earlier from the 
Begusarai local bod-
ies constituency, in the 
75-member Bihar Legis-
lative Council.

Of the eight seats that 
went to polls in Bihar on 
October 23, the BJP won 
three, while the JD(U), 
the RJD and the Jan 
Suraaj Party secured one 
each. Independent can-
didates won the remain-
ing two seats. Prasad 
said the most surprising 
result came from Karna-
taka, where the Congress 
is in power but the BJP 
and JD(S) together won 
all four seats.

He also said the Con-
gress failed to win a sin-
gle seat in Uttar Pradesh 
and with polls due in 
2027, its poor perfor-
mance should serve as a 
wake-up call for Gandhi. 
The Congress, in fact, 
did not contest in Uttar 
Pradesh, where it was a 
direct fight between the 
BJP and the SP.

FASTFACTS

z Congress  manage to 
win a seat, in Nagpur.

zCong suffered a major 
setback in K’taka.

TAWANG

‘Border situation 
normal’

The current situation 
in the border areas of 
Arunachal Pradesh is nor-
mal, and the Indian armed 
forces are guarding the bor-
ders very well, Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu said on Thurs-
day, asserting that there is 
â€œno matter of tensionâ€  
right now. Khandu made 
the remarks in response to 
a query on the controversy 
over recent comments from 
a few quarters that con-
frontations with Chinese 
troops continue to take 
place in many sites along 
the borders in Arunachal 
Pradesh. Without going into 
details, the chief minister 
said, â€œThe Chinese do 
not consider the McMahon 
Line bordering Arunachal, 
so sometimes it happensâ€¦ 
Arunachal shares a very long 
border with Tibet-China, 
nearly 1,200 km. So, patrol-
ling parties from their side 
sometimes cross over to our 
side. It’s a transgression, not 
an intrusion.â€  â€œTrans-
gression has happened, no 
doubt. But it keeps happen-
ing; it is not a new thing. 
Because there is no line 
demarcation at the border, 
it is not defined,â€  Khandu 
said, without specifying 
which transgression he was 
referring to.

NEWSLINE
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Vigilance Aware-
ness Week observed 
under the theme 
‘Probity for Pros-
perity’.

BHUBANESWAR: Rayagada 
Division of East Coast 
Railway organised a Walk-
athon as part of Vigilance 
Awareness Week 2026, 
being observed from 
October 26 to November 
1, 2026, under the theme 
“Probity for Prosperity.” 
The initiative aimed to 
spread awareness about 
the importance of integ-
rity, transparency and 
accountability in public 
service and to encourage 
ethical practices in offi-
cial functioning. 

Gracing ther occasion, 
Divisional Railway Man-
ager (DRM), Rayagada 
Division  Amitabh Sing-
hal spoke to promote 
integrity, transparency, 

accountability and ethical 
conduct in public service. 
The Walkathon witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
by Branch Officers and 
a large number of rail-
way officers and staff of 
Rayagada Division.  Pass-
ing through Railway Col-
onies, Railway Establish-
ments and public areas of 

Rayagada, the Walkathon 
spread the message of 
honesty, integrity, trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity among railway employ-
ees and members of the 
public. The initiative 
reaffirmed the collective 
commitment of railway 
personnel towards ethical 
conduct, a corruption-
free work environment 
and strengthening public 
trust in Indian Railways.  
The programme was 
coordinated by Digam-
bar Padhi, DPO/IC, who 
facilitated the successful 
organisation of the event 
with active participation 
from railway personnel. 
The Walkathon served as 

a platform to reaffirm the 
collective commitment 
of railway employees 
towards probity, transpar-
ency and accountability 
in the discharge of their 
official responsibilities.

Through such aware-
ness initiatives, Rayagada 
Division reiterates its 
commitment to promot-
ing good governance, 
preventing corruption 
and strengthening public 
confidence in the Railway 
administration. The theme 
“Probity for Prosperity” 
highlights that integrity 
and ethical conduct are 
fundamental to sustain-
able progress and the 
prosperity of the nation.

|  V I G I L A N C E  A W A R E N E S S  |

Rayagada Division of ECoR 
organises Walkathon

Influencer 
program
BENGALURU: Ama-
zon  announced that 
its Amazon Influencer 
Program has grown to 
over two lakh creators, 
doubling year-on-year. 
It continues to expand 
opportunities for cre-
ators to build scalable 
businesses through con-
tent-led commerce, on 
and off Amazon.in. Cre-
ators can now tag Ama-
zon products in their 
YouTube and Pinterest 
content, earn commis-
sions on qualifying pur-
chases and help millions 
of shoppers across the 
country make better 
shopping decisions. 

The expansion builds 
on Amazon’s broader 
approach to creator-led 
commerce, where cre-
ators play a pivotal role 
across the shopping 
journey – from inspira-
tion and discovery to 
consideration and pur-
chase. This year, cre-
ators have enabled close 
to 40 million customers 
to shop for hundreds of 
millions of products on 
Amazon.in. 

This is accelerating 
further with the ongo-
ing Amazon Great Indian 
Festival, which contin-
ues through the festive 
shopping season. Talk-
ing about Amazon’s Cre-
ator Programs, Nidhi 
Thakkar, Head of Social 
Commerce – Emerging 
Marketplaces, Amazon 
said, “Creators are rede-
fining how customers 
discover, research and 
shop for products today. 

Dedicated hospitality 
lending programme
Press Trust Of India

Prog aims to address 
the specific financial 
needs of hotels and 
resorts.

MUMBAI: Axis Bank has 
launched a dedicated 
Hotel & Hospitality Pro-
gramme under its Micro, 
Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME) 
portfolio, offering cust-
omised financing solu-
tions for eligible hotels 
and resorts. The bank 
has also signed Mem-
orandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) with 

the PHD Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(PHDCCI) Tourism and 
Hospitality Wing and the 
Travel & Tourism Asso-
ciation of Goa (TTAG) to 
strengthen engagement 
with the sector.

The programme aims 
to address the specific 
financial needs of hotels 
and resorts as they invest 
in new properties, ren-
ovate existing facilities 
and enhance guest expe-
riences. It is designed 
to support independent 
and mid-sized hospitality 
businesses with financ-
ing tailored to their oper-
ational requirements.

FASTFACTS

z  DRM Singhal 
advocates integrity and 
transparency.

zRailway staff 
participate 
enthusiastically in 
Walkathon.
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NEW DELHI: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Thursday urged people to 
join the opposition INDIA 
bloc’s November 1 ‘Chalo 
Dilli’ march, asking them 
not to worry about police 
and their “lathis”. The 
leader of opposition 
(LoP) in the Lok Sabha 
asserted that the BJP “will 
not have the guts to try 
any of their antics”.

Gandhi said the oppo-
sition INDIA bloc’s ‘Chalo 
Dilli’ march at Ramlila 
Maidan is to save democ-
racy, put an end to “vote 
theft” and protect the 
Constitution. He urged 
student groups, regard-
less of their political affili-
ation, to join it. In a video 
on X, Gandhi said it is a 
singular protest for the 
nation.

“The ‘Chalo Dilli’ Ram-
lila March is a march to 
save democracy, to put 
an end to the theft of 
votes, and to protect the 
Constitution,” the LoP 
said. This is not a march 
for any single political 
party; it is a march for 
the very soul of India, he 
asserted.

“To all those who are 
fed up with Narendra 
Modi, Amit Shah and 
Gyanesh Kumar, and 
everyone who wishes 
to save democracy and 
defend the Constitution, 
I invite you all to join,” 
Gandhi said.

“Don’t worry about 
the police, don’t worry 
about lathis - the BJP will 
not have the guts to try 
any of their antics. Come 
march with us - we will 
walk together to protect 
the Constitution, to pro-
tect the Indian nation,” 
he said, urging all student 
groups, regardless of 
their political affiliation, 
to join the march if they 

felt that India is under 
attack, they themselves 
are under attack, and 
their expression, ideas 
and way of thinking is 
under attack.

“It will be a fantastic 
march, and it’s a march 
for the soul of this coun-
try,” Gandhi said.

“Looking forward to 
seeing all of you there,” 
he added.

Congress general sec-
retary, organisation, K C 
Venugopal, also attacked 
the government and 
alleged that democracy is 
under “attack”.

He said 13 crore names 
have been deleted from 
electoral rolls and a 
“massive fraud” was tak-
ing place in state after 
state.

“Our votes are being 

‘Don’t worry about police’

‘BJP cannot stop November 1 Delhi march’

LoP Rahul Gandhi says BJP lacks courage for antics

Former LS speaker Meira Kumar and others during a meeting of INDIA bloc leaders, in New Delhi.

Tagging Gandhi’s post, 
Congress’ media and pub-
licity department head 
Pawan Khera said whether 
it is refusing to provide 
trains in Telangana or using 
Delhi’s traders as a political 
tool, the BJP’s attempts to 
sabotage the Chalo Dilli, 
Ramlila Maidan March on 
November 1 will not suc-
ceed. The march will go 
ahead, he added. “This 
is not the protest of one 
community or one political 

party. It is a protest of the 
nation. A protest for the 
13.30 crore Indians illegally 
disenfranchised through 
the SIR. “A protest for every 
Indian whose voting rights 

and welfare benefits con-
tinue to be under threat. A 
protest for the 50+ lives lost 
to suicide, cardiac arrests 
and other health compli-
cations directly linked to 
the SIR exercise. A protest 
against Mohan-Modi-Shah-
Gyanesh,” Khera said. He 
urged people to join the 
march if they believed that 
every Indian had the right 
to vote and snatching away 
this right was a grave assault 
on Indian democracy.

HIGHLIGHT

z Protest transcends 
community and party 
lines.

zMarch for voting 
rights and democracy.


