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21 FOREIGNERS 
ARRESTED IN 
GAMBLING RAID  
Authorities detained 21 
foreign nationals in Bali 
over alleged involvement 
in an international online 
gambling syndicate. The 
suspects comprise 12 
Myanmar nationals, eight 
Vietnamese and one 
Chinese citizen. 
Immigration officers 
raided two houses on 
Thursday, seizing 36 
personal smartphones, 29 
operational phones, 18 
laptops, six desktop 
computers and three 
tablets. Investigators said 
the group allegedly 
operated an illegal 
gambling website, 
processing transactions 
through Chinese payment 
platforms Alipay and 
WeChat Pay. 

RABBI LOSES 
CITIZENSHIP 
OVER PASSPORT  
Authorities revoked 
prominent Rabbi Yosef 
Chaim Kantor’s citizenship 
after he repeatedly used 
his US passport following 
naturalisation in 2013, the 
interior ministry said on 
Thursday. Prime Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul signed 
the order under the 1965 
Nationality Act, which 
prohibits naturalised 
citizens from retaining 
their former nationality. 
Kantor, who has lived in 
the country since 1993, 
used his US passport up to 
16 times to travel to 
Australia, officials said. 
The move followed raids 
on three Jewish 
organisations in Bangkok 
earlier this month over 
alleged violations.

750 PERMANENT MED 
JOBS OFFERED

The Health Ministry will recruit 750 
permanent medical officers for Sabah 
and Sarawak, with applications open 

November 9-15. Eligible contract 
officers must have completed 

housemanship and secured full 
medical registration. Successful 

candidates report on February 15,
2027, to help address staffing 

shortages in Sabah and Sarawak.

INDONESIA 

MALAYSIA

THAILAND 

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   18 4 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 27 21 LC
Italy (Rome) 22 9 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 16 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 29 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  29 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 29 22 SNY

Singapore 30 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 17 7 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 17 4 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 33 25 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 16 11 LC
UAE (Dubai) 33 28 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 32 23 LR
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10 killed
as oxygen cylinder explodes 
in Pakistan’s Sindh

09 DHARMAPURI

URDA

SPAIN began three days of  
mourning on Thursday after 
its second high-speed rail colli-
sion this year killed 69 people 
and injured scores, with rela-
tives desperately seeking news 
about their loved ones.

French officials are still try-
ing to trace “several” citizens 
following the train accident, 
France’s Foreign Ministry said 
Thursday. “At this stage, we are 
still attempting to establish con-
tact with several of  our nation-
als and are in touch with their 
families.” Meanwhile, news out-
let BFM reported that two 
French citizens were missing.

One of  Europe’s deadliest 
train disasters this century has 
raised fresh questions about 
safety on Spain’s rail network 
after the transport minister re-
ported an “error” and “inexpli-
cable circumstances” that led 
to the crash. During a visit to 
the crash site, Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez pledged to estab-
lish the cause of  the crash. “We 
are working day and night not 
only to support the victims’ 
families, but also to establish 
every last detail of  this tragedy 
and strengthen safety meas-
ures to ensure it never happens 
again,” he said.

The collision happened in the 
central region of  Castilla-La 
Mancha on Wednesday morning 
when a service by state operator 
Renfe ploughed into the back of  
a stationary train belonging to 
private Spanish company Iryo. 

Emergency services combed 
through the twisted wreckage at 
night to find further victims on 
the key line linking Madrid with 
the southern city of  Seville. 

Sniffer dogs and thermal 
drones were deployed at the 
crash site a few kilometres from 
the village of  Urda on Thursday 
to search for bodies, the regional 
government said.

Teams from France’s Minis-
try for Europe and Foreign Af-
fairs and its embassy in Spain 
were monitoring the situation 
closely and remained in con-
stant contact with local author-
ities, the ministry said. AFP

Spain declares  
mourning for  
3 days; French 
nat’ls missing

US blocks Chinese 
biotech imports 
over labour claims
WASHINGTON

The Trump administration said  on Wednesday 
that it is blocking shipments by the Chinese 
biotech company BGI Group and its affiliates, 
alleging ties to forced labor in China’s far-west 
ethnic region of  Xinjiang.

Starting Thursday, US Customs and Border 
Protection will bar goods by BGI Group, a ma-
jor biotech company known for its genetic se-
quencing technologies, as well as BGI Genom-
ics and MGI Tech.

The Department of  Homeland Security said 
the companies are either sourcing materials 
from Xinjiang or working with the regional 
government to “recruit, transport, transfer, 
harbor, or receive forced labor” of  members 
of  persecuted ethnic groups in Xinjiang, in-
cluding Uyghurs.

Adding the companies to a trade blacklist 
comes as biotechnology is emerging as anoth-
er front in the economic and tech competition 
between the U.S. and China. The Treasury De-

partment last week proposed 
new restrictions on US in-
vestments in biotechnology, 
artificial intelligence and su-
percomputing from flowing 
into countries such as 
China.

China said it rejected any 
accusation of  forced labor and called the ban an 
act of  “political manipulation” and “bullying 
under the guise of  ‘protecting human rights.’”

“These listings run counter to the consensus 
reached by the two countries’ heads of  state, se-
riously undermine the stability of  China-U.S. 
economic and trade relations, and violate the 
spirit of  humanitarianism,” said China’s Min-
istry of  Commerce in a Thursday morning 
statement. “China will take necessary meas-
ures to firmly safeguard its interests.”

The latest trade actions precede an expected 
meeting next month between Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping and U.S. President Donald Trump 
in the southern Chinese city of  Shenzhen, 
where BGI Group is based. Xi could then travel 
to Florida in December for the Group of  20 
leaders summit and meet Trump for the fourth 
time this year as the two try to keep ties stable 
during a trade truce.

BGI Group denied the allegations, saying 
Wednesday it had never engaged in forced la-
bour and opposed the practice. AP

Aid set to reach Ukraine’s 
Oleshky as localised 
ceasefire enters third day
KYIV

HUMANITARIAN aid is poised 
to roll into the stricken city of  
Oleshky, a Ukrainian official 
said Thursday, as a localized 
ceasefire between Russia and 
Ukraine stretched into a third 
day and military units cleared 
away landmines.

Moscow and Kyiv have ob-
served the truce in and 
around the devastated 
southern Ukrainian 
city since Tuesday, but 
re m a i n  o t h e r w i s e 
locked in the war that 
began with Russia’s full-
scale invasion more than 4 
½ years ago. Previous efforts 
to secure ceasefires either nev-
er worked out or the truces 
quickly fell apart.

Elsewhere, a jet-powered 
Russian drone hit two passen-
ger trains stopped at a station 
in Dnipro in central Ukraine 
on Thursday, killing at least 14 
people and injuring 14 more, 
including a 40-year-old man 

whose legs were amputated, of-
ficials said. Also, a Russian 
cruise missile killed two 
15-year-old girls in the north-
ern city of  Chernihiv, and 
three more civilians died when 
a Russian drone hit an apart-
ment block in the central 
Ukraine city of  Kremenchuk, 
authorities said. In all, 56 peo-
ple were injured in the strikes, 

including 10 children.
Russia’s Defense Min-

istry said air defenses 
downed 1,214 Ukraini-
an drones overnight in 
one of  the largest drone 

attacks launched by 
Kyiv. Around half  of  the 

drones were heading to the 
Russian capital, Moscow May-
or Sergei Sobyanin said.

The planned six-day cease-
fire around Russian-occupied 
Oleshky has brought a rare 
and welcome stillness for civil-
ians in the nearby city of  Kher-
son, which is held by Ukraine 
and has also been wracked by 
the war. AP

Cars on fire following a Russian air  attack in Chernyhiv, Ukraine |  AP

JERUSALEM

PRIME Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s bloc on Thurs-
day piled pressure on Arab-
Israeli leaders over unproven 
accusations of  foreign fund-
ing, in a push to neuter par-
ties that could hold the key to 
forming a government after 
an inconclusive election.

Israeli President Isaac Her-
zog, who holds a largely cere-
monial role, called for an inves-
tigation into allegations but 
cautioned against stigmatising 
the entire Arab-Israeli commu-
nity, who voted at unprecedent-
ed rates. Israel was nearing the 
completion of  ballot counting 
from Tuesday’s election, the 
first since Hamas’s October 7, 
2023 attacks, with neither 
Netanyahu nor the opposition 
bloc led by former military 
chief  Gadi Eisenkot appearing 
able to secure a majority.

The Netanyahu camp’s accu-
sations, denied by both Arab-
majority lists, could bring new 

uncertainty into the electoral 
process at a time when the 
threat of  a new Israeli and US 
attack on Iran looms over the 
region. The election saw soar-
ing participation by Arab-Is-
raelis, descendants of  Palestin-
ians who stayed after the 
country’s creation in 1948, as 
outrage boiled at calls by offi-

cials such as National Security 
Minister Itamar Ben Gvir to 
treat their community much as 
Israel has dealt with Palestini-
ans in Gaza and the occupied 
West Bank. Following Netan-
yahu’s accusations, Ben Gvir 
went so far as to encourage Is-
rael to “immediately” order the 
arrests of  Arab party leaders.

The Arab parties together 
have enough votes to take the 
opposition bloc over the finish 
line, but Eisenkot has baulked 
after relentless attacks by 
Netanyahu, who warned his 
right-wing Jewish base that 
voting for the opposition would 
put Arabs in power.

Supreme Court Justice Noam 
Sohlberg, a conservative who 
heads the Central Elections 
Committee, requested an inves-
tigation by the Shin Bet secu-
rity service into allegations 
that the Arab grouping Raam 
received money from Qatar, the 
energy-rich Gulf  powerbroker 
that has channels to Hamas. 
“The Raamgate scandal is a po-
litical earthquake. Israel’s elec-
tions have been stolen!” Netan-
yahu’s Likud party said. Raam 
chief  Mansour Abbas denied 
any “connection to the affair” 
and welcomed an investigation. 
The Joint List accused Netan-
yahu and allies of  “incitement” 
driven by fear of  Arab citizens’ 
political strength. AFP

JERUSALEM

THE ultra-Orthodox United 
Torah Judaism (UTJ) party is 
considering supporting a gov-
ernment led by opposi-
tion leader Gadi Ei-
senkot from outside 
the coalition in ex-
change for compro-
mises on military 
draft exemptions, The 
Times of  Israel reported, 
citing Channel 12 news. 

UTJ, which has seven seats 
according to the latest vote 
count, could refrain from vot-
ing against an Eisenkot-led 

government, allowing it to rely 
on the support of  the Islamic 
Ra’am party, the report said.

“We won’t receive anything 
from Netanyahu,” a UTJ 

source was quoted as tell-
ing Channel 12, adding 
that the party’s alliance 
with the prime minis-
ter had run its course, 
particularly as his bloc 

fell short of  the 61 seats 
needed for a majority. 

UTJ seeks Knesset influ-
ence, while Eisenkot’s de-
mands for universal military 
service and dismantling Ha-
mas clash with its stance. 

UTJ eyes to ditch Netanyahu, 
support Eisenkot to form govt

Bibi seeks to sideline Arab parties after poll deadlock
Funding allegations raise stakes as Arabs become kingmakers in Israel government formation

Israeli  left-wing activists hold placards and chant slogans during a demonstration 
calling for forming a new government with Arab parties as allies in Tel Aviv |  AFP

Palestinian prez hopes for peace talks with new govt
NICOSIA: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas on Thursday voiced 
hope that a new Israeli government would enable the resumption of 
peace talks. “We hope that, immediately after a new Israeli 
government is formed, we will be able to engage in dialogue 
together,” Abbas said during a meeting with Cypriot President Nikos 
Christodoulides in Nicosia. 

?

Vance makes last-ditch bid to 
revive talks with letter to Iran
TEHRAN

US Vice President JD Vance 
has made a fresh bid to avert 
further US strikes on Iran by 
sending a letter seeking to re-
vive negotiations, Iranian me-
dia reported on Thursday, add-
ing that Tehran had yet to 
respond.Tasnim news agency 
reported that “Iran has re-
ceived the letter but has not yet 
responded”, while Fars news 
agency carried a similar ac-
count, citing “a source familiar 
with the matter”. 

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported on Wednesday that Vance 
had sent the letter to Iranian se-
curity chief  Mohsen Rezaei at 
the direction of  US President 
Donald Trump, in a bid to revive 
negotiations and avert new US 
strikes. The letter and subse-
quent contact between US and 
Iranian officials focused on a 

possible framework for negoti-
ations rather than a peace deal, 
the newspaper reported.

‘4 tankers ablaze in Hormuz’
At least four tankers have 
caught fire after hitting mines 
while attempting to navigate 
the Strait of  Hormuz, Iran’s 
armed forces said Thursday, a 
day after the US military said 
it had cleared key routes 
through the waterway. 

“Over the past 24 hours, 
three violating oil tankers ex-
ploded and caught fire after 
striking mines while attempt-
ing to pass through the unau-
thorised southern route of  the 
Strait of  Hormuz,” Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps said in a statement.

US denies Iran captured drone
The US military is denying 
Iran’s claim that it seized con-
trol of  an American surveil-
lance drone and captured it in-
tact near the Strait of  Hormuz  
Iranian state television report-
ed Thursday that the Revolu-
tionary Guard, in an “electron-
ic warfare operation,” detected 
and identified the MQM-170 
Outlaw drone, and took over of  
its control systems before land-
ing it in Iranian territory. It did 
not say when the drone was al-
legedly seized. AFP/AP

US Vice President JD Vance |  AFP

GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, MAHE DIVISION, MAHE
No.1-7/PW/DBM/D1/26-27  

PRESS NOTICE FOR e-Tender
The Executive Engineer, Mahe Division, PWD, Mahe invites on behalf of the President 
of India, online bids for the following work :
Tender No.11/EEM/26-27/45(25-26). Name of Work : Construction of three  
storeyed building with five class rooms and toilet block for 1. K.Kumaran 
Government Higher Secondary School, Pandakkal, Mahe. Estimate Cost : 
Rs.2,87,39,324/- (inclusive of GST). Earnest Money : Rs.5,74,786/-. Period of  
Completion : 10 (Ten) Months (Including Monsoon period). Last time & date of  
submission of  tender : 16.11.2026 @ 9.30 A.M. The bid forms and other details can 
be obtained from the website: www.pudutenders.gov.in.
For clarification regarding tender contact Department No. - 0490 2333280,  
email id : pwdmahe@gmail.com

No.250/DIP/AD(Press)/ADVT/2026-27 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

Office of the Superintending Engineer, DS Circle, PSPCL, Patiala, 66 KV Grid Sub 
Station Colony, DCW Road, Patiala-147001 (Punjab), 96461-01201, 96461-10963

E-mail: circlepatiala1@gmail.com  
Reg.Office: PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala (Punjab) 

Tender Enquiry No. 39/SE/DS Circle, Patiala/2026-27  Dated : 28.10.2026
Superintending Engineer / DS Circle, PSPCL Patiala invites e-tender for Outsourcing of Labour Part 
for Erection, Testing & Commissioning of New 11KVLT / HT Lines on Rail / PCC Poles, Distribution  
T/Fs, Augmentation / Sagging of ACSR of HT / LT Lines, Cables laying, Guarding, Stay Set for  
Various Works such as Releasing of T / Well Connections, GSC / ISC Connections, Deloading of 
Overloaded T / Fs, Shifting of Meters Outside Consumer Premises, Preventive maintenance of  
HT / LT lines not involving conductor replacement or insertion of extra poles Earthing of DTs / Lines  
or any Development Works under DS WEST Division Patiala under DS Circle Patiala. 
For detailed NIT and Tender Specifications please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 
28.10.2026, 06:00 PM onwards.
NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
C-1027/26/29/10/2026
1079/12/2026-27/16629


