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Applications are invited from eligible Indian Citizens for the post of
Registrar to be filled on Direct recruitment, which on Deputation/
Transfer on Deputation/on contract/Tenure basis. The last date for
submissionofapplicationswill be05November,2026.
Detailed advertisement and application form is available at
Institute website -www.iitrpr.ac.in
Note: The applicants who had applied earlier for the above post
against Institute advertisement No. 01/2024 need not to apply
again. Their applications will be considered as such. However they
may send fresh applications, if interested with updated
information.

Advertisement No. 03/2026
RECRUITMENT FOR THE POST OF REGISTRAR

DEAN (FA&A)

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY ROPAR
RUPNAGAR, PUNJAB-140001

Tel: 01181- 231140, E-mail: recruitment@iitrpr.ac.in
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ExpressNewsService
Mumbai,October23

CHIeF MINISTer devendra
Fadnavis on Friday ordered a
probeusingforensicanalysis to
findtheauthenticityofthepur-
ported audio clip released by
Maratha reservation activist
Manoj Jarange Patil, claiming
that it backs his allegation
againstdeputyChiefMinister
eknathShinde.
Jarange had alleged that

Shindearrangedforrs500crore
to be paid to him, throughhis
son Shiv Sena MP Shrikant
Shinde,toendhisagitation.
Speakingtomediapersonsin

Nagpur, Fadnavis said, "I have
ordered a forensic probe. The
matterwillbethoroughlyinves-
tigated to find its authenticity.
even Jarange Patil has de-
mandedinvestigation.TheShiv
Sena leadersandministershad
met me seeking a thorough
probe.”"Thequestioniswhyhas
suchaudioclipsurfacedafter2.5
years.Whatwasthemotiveand
whomaretheytargeting, "Fad-
navissaid,addingthattheparty
has nothing to hide on such
matters.
onThursday,SenaMinister

UdaySamanturgedFadnavisto
orderadetailedinvestigationby
the forensic laboratory and
cyber cell into the audio clip,
claiming that it appeared tobe
an attempt to create discord
withintheMarathacommunity.
Healleged that the individ-

uals heard in the conversation
were associated with the BJP
and called for their voice
samples to be examined by a
forensiclaboratory.
He further alleged that the

clipwaspart of a conspiracy to
defameShindeandMPShrikant
Shinde.
Samant said somevoices in

the recording appeared to re-
semblethoseofShwetaShalini,
whoisassociatedwiththeBJP’s
social media operations, BJP
MlAAtulBhatkhalkarandyou-
TuberSushilKulkarni.

ZeeshanShaikh
Mumbai,October23

IN SePTeMBer 2023, eknath
ShindeofferedManojJarange-
Patil a glass of fruit juice as the
Maratha reservation activist
endedhis17-dayhungerstrike.
Themeeting at Antarwali Sa-
ratiinJalnadistrictwasabreak-
throughforthethenChiefMin-
ister, who had persuaded
Jarange-Patil tocall offhis agi-
tation.
“I have maintained since

day one thatmy belief is that
only eknath Shinde can give
justicetotheMarathacommu-
nity,”Jarange-PatilsaidonSep-
tember 14, 2023. He also ex-
pressedconfidencethatShinde
couldtakethedecisionneeded
tosecure reservation.
Three years later, Jarange-

Patil is accusing Shinde of
being linked to an alleged at-
tempt to buy his silence. At a
rally inBeedonoctober 20,he
claimed that Shinde had told
BJP leaders that rs 500 crore
hadbeenpaidtohimtostophis
agitation. He also questioned
whether themoney had been
routed through Shinde’s son,
ShivSenaMPShrikantShinde.
on october 22, Jarange-

Patil released a purported
audio recording that he
claimed supported his allega-
tions. The recording has not
been independently authenti-
cated, and the allegation of a
payment remains unproven.
Shindehasdeniedgivingorre-
ceivinganysuchmoney.

WhenShindewas the
manwhocoulddeliver
Jarange-Patil’s agitation

gatheredmomentum after a
policelathichargeatAntarwali
Sarati on September 1, 2023.
Shinde visited the protest site
on September 14, assured him
that the government would
work towards reservation and
persuadedhimtoendhis fast.
The truce did not last. Jar-

ange-Patilresumedhishunger
strike in october, pressing the
government to act faster.
Shindecontinuedtoholdtalks
withhim,andinJanuary2024,
another round of negotiations

led the activist to call off his
marchtowardsMumbai.
At this stage, Jarange-Patil

was repeatedly targeting then
deputy Chief Minister dev-
endra Fadnavis, while Shinde
remained an important inter-
locutorinthenegotiations.The
ChiefMinister’sabilitytoreach
an understandingwith the ac-
tivist helped him establish a
workingrelationshipwithPatil,
who left no stone unturned in
praising Shinde while at the
sametimetargetingFadnavis.

Therupture
Thefirstmajorpublicbreak

came in February 2024 after
Jarange-PatilaccusedFadnavis
ofconspiringtoeliminatehim.
Shinderespondedbyquestion-
ing the activist’s conduct and
warning him against crossing
limits.
“Initially, Jarange Patil

made genuine demands and
washonestwithhis cause. But
nowhe is constantly changing
his demands. despite that we
fulfilledallthedemands…now
his languagehaschanged…he
isspeakingthelanguageofop-
position leaders Sharad Pawar
and Uddhav Thackeray,”
Shinde had said in February
2024. This was one of the first
instances of Shinde publicly
speaking against Jarange.
However, their working rela-
tionship seemed to have re-
mainedunaffected.

The political equations
changedafterthe2024Assem-
bly elections, when Fadnavis
became Chief Minister and
Shinde took over as deputy
ChiefMinister.
InAugust2025,Jarange-Patil

begananotherhunger strike at
Mumbai’s Azad Maidan. The
government agreed to steps in-
volving theHyderabadGazet-
teertohelpeligibleMarathases-
tablish their Kunbi lineage.
Jarange-Patil calledoff the five
day protest after negotiations
and a government resolution.
While theMaratha reservation
issueremainedunresolved, the
relationship between Shinde
andPatilstartedgoingdownhill.

TheParbhani
showdown
The distance between the

twobecamemore apparent on
August 31, 2026, when Shinde
attended a farmers’ rally in
ParbhanidespiteJarange-Patil’s
objections. The activist, who
was then on hunger strike at
AntarwaliSarati,hadaskedShiv
SenaMPSanjay Jadhav to can-
celtheprogrammeandwarned
Shindeagainstattending.
Jadhavrefused,andShinde

went aheadwith the rally. Jar-
ange-Patil’s supporters raised
slogans and displayed black
flagsatShinde.
Theepisodebroughtthedif-

ferencesintotheopen,withPatil
publicly challenging deputy

ChiefMinisterShinde’spolitical
programmeinMarathwada.
After ending his latest

hungerstrikeonSeptember17,
Jarange-Patil accused Shinde
andFadnavis of acting against
theMarathacommunity.Heal-
leged that cases against pro-
testersandinquiriesbygovern-
ment agencies were part of an
effort to suppress the move-
ment. These claims have not
beenestablished.

TheRs500crore
allegation
The latest confrontation

beganwithJarange-Patil’salle-
gation at his october 20 dus-
sehra rally inBeed thatShinde
had told BJP leaders that rs
500 crore had been paid to si-
lencehim.
“Whatever I heard appar-

ently happened twoandahalf
yearsago. Ihavecometoknow
fromsomeleadersthatdeputy
ChiefMinister eknath Shinde
told the BJP leadership that
theyshouldpayrs500croreto
Jarange-Patil to silence him,”
hesaid.
Shinde rejected the allega-

tiononoctober21.
“Ihaveneithergivenrs500

crore to anyone nor taken it
fromanyone. onwhat basis is
Jarange speaking? He should
have verified the facts before
speaking,”hetoldreporters.He
asked Jarange-Patil to submit
evidence to theauthorities.
onThursday,Jarange-Patil

played a purported audio re-
cordingatapressconferencein
Jalna.Heallegeditcontaineda
conversationamongBJPfunc-
tionaries about efforts to
counter his influence before
the 2024 Assembly elections,
includingreferences tomoney
allegedly paid to him through
ShrikantShinde.
The disclosure has also

drawn the BJP and Shinde’s
ShivSenaintoapublicdispute.
AShivSenadelegationmetMa-
harashtra ChiefMinister dev-
endra Fadnavis on Thursday
evening,demandingaforensic
and cyber investigation, while
the BJP has called for an in-
quiry intowhether the record-
ing isgenuineor fabricated.

AudioclipreleasedbyJarange:
Fadnavisorders forensicprobe

ExpressNewsService
Mumbai,October23

THeMAHArASHTrAgovern-
ment has inductedmore than
250 formerAgniveers fromthe
IndianNavyintothestate’scoas-
tal police force, ChiefMinister
devendraFadnavissaidinNag-
pur on Friday. The personnel
havebeenexemptfromfreshre-
cruitment tests in viewof their
militarytrainingandservice.
Fadnavis said the govern-

menthaddecidedtoaccommo-
dateAgniveerscompletingtheir
four-year tenure in the armed
forces if theywished to join the
statepolice.
“These personnel have

undergone extensive training
andhave also served along the
borders.Theypossessconsider-
able capabilities,making them
valuable additions to thepolice
force,”hesaid.
The first batch inducted

under the initiative comprises
Navy personnel, who will
strengthenmaritime security.
Fadnavis said themovewould
also help build capacity in the
coastal police force, which
requires specialised training to
secure the state’s maritime
boundaries.
“We had to make some

changes to the rules to accom-
modate them.Wehavedoneso
andinductedallofthemintothe
policeforce,”hesaid.
Headdedthat the induction

wouldalsoaddress theneed to
buildcapacitywithinthecoastal
police force, which requires
specialisedtrainingforsecuring
thestate'smaritimeboundaries.
Clarifying the recruitment

process, Fadnavis said the ap-
pointmentsweremadethrough
direct recruitment, without
freshexaminations.
“Theyhave alreadyunder-

gone a very difficult selection
process to enter the armed
forces. Therefore, therewasno
need for them to undergo
another test. Appointment
ordershavebeenissuedtothem
directly,”hesaid.
lastmonth, Fadnavis had

announcedthatAgniveerscom-
pleting their four-yearmilitary
tenurewouldbeaccommodated
in theMaharashtra Police and
other state government forces
withouthavingtoundergofresh
examinationsortraining.

Manish KumarPathak
Mumbai,October23

A 35-yeAr-old man was
killed on a busy road inMaha-
rashtra’s Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar following a dispute
over providing protection to a
beerbar.Theincidentoccurred
between Bajrang Chowk and
BaliramPatilChowk,nearBha-
ratGasandSapnaMarketinthe
city.
Thevictim,identifiedasde-

vesh alias Bunty Chandresh
dixit,was riding abikewhena
whiteVolkswagencarrammed
intohimfrombehind.
Policehavesaidthat theac-

cused,22-year-oldPawandilip
Parashar, drove a short dis-
tance, took aU-turn, returned
tothespotwithanironrod,and
repeatedly struck devesh on
hisheadandface.
Hefledfromthecrimescene

aftertheassault,butlatersurren-
dered at theCIdCopolice sta-
tion.Avideooftheincidenthas
nowsurfacedonsocialmedia.
onlookersrusheddeveshto

the GovernmentMedical Col-
lege andHospital, where doc-

tors declared him dead, said
Police Inspector Atul yerme
reddy.
Thepolicehaveregistereda

murder case following a com-
plaint fromdevesh’sbrother.
Themurderappearstohave

stemmed from a professional
rivalry between the accused
and the victimover protecting
a beer bar in the city, prelim-
inary investigationshowed.
devesh dixit had earlier

been handling disputes at the
bar, including scuffles and in-
stances of customers refusing
to pay their bills. The dispute
between dixit and Parashar
eruptedafter thebarowneras-
signed the responsibilities to
the latter, apoliceofficer said.
“dixitwouldallegedlytaunt

thebarownerandtheaccused,
sayingthata‘kid’wasnowpro-
tectingthebar.Hisremarksan-
gered Parashar, leading to a ri-
valry over the business,” the
officer said.
Police are investigating the

sequence of incidents leading
up to themurder andwhether
the victim was deliberately
trackedbefore theattack.

MinisterUday
Samant says
allegationsan
attempt to create
discordamong
theMarathas

Manbeaten to
death indispute
overbeerbar;
caughtonvideo

Maharashtra
inducts over 250
Agniveers into
coastal police,
exempts them
from fresh tests

TheaccusedPawanDilipParashar and thevictimDeveshalias
BuntyChandreshDixit. express

WhyhasJarange turnedagainstShinde?
Fromaglassof juice toaRs500-cr row

OnThursday, Jarange-Patil playedapurportedaudio recordingat a
pressconference in Jalna.Healleged it containedaconversation
amongBJP functionaries aboutefforts tocounterhis influence
before the2024Assemblyelections. File


