
ApoorvaAgashe
&OmkarGokhale
Mumbai,October 15

ACtOr iMrAN khan, a US
citizenandOverseasCitizenof
india (OCi) cardholder, has
beenissuedanoticebytheFor-
eigners regional registration
Office (FrrO), asking him to
leaveindiabyOctober28,days

afterheparticipatedinaprotest
against Chief election Com-
missioner (CeC) gyanesh
kumar inMumbai.khan is set
tochallengetheFrrOnoticein
thebombayHighCourt.

khan was among the pro-
testers detained atMumbai’s
August krantiMaidan onOc-
tober 10. bJP leader kirit So-
maiya,who filed a police com-
plaint, alleged that the actor’s
participationinapoliticaldem-
onstration violated OCi rules
and visa conditions, and
sought his detention and de-
portation.thepoliceforwarded
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ApurvaVishwanath
NewDelhi,October 15

tAkiNgUPabatchof 46peti-
tions arising from protests in
theCapitalseekingtheresigna-
tionofChiefelectionCommis-
sionergyaneshkumar,theSu-
preme Court thursday issued
noticetotheelectionCommis-
sionofindia,CeCkumar,elec-

tion Commissioners Sukhbir
SinghSandhuandvivekJoshi,
seeking their responses on a
plea filed by the Opposition
iNDiAbloc leaders.

the bench of Chief Justice
ofindiaSuryakantandJustice
Joymalya bagchi, during an
hour-longhearing,alsoagreed
to examine the Delhi Police’s
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Journalism of Courage

RaviDuttaMishra
NewDelhi,October 15

DriveN by a 48% jump in
goods exports to the US amid
worriesabout fresh tariffs over
oilimportsfromrussia,india’s
goods exports in September
jumped 23% to $44.40 billion
while services exports regis-
tered a rare dip, data released
bytheCommerceandindustry
Ministryonthursdayshowed.

While goods exports
jumped from $36.08 billion in
September last year, imports
grew at a slower pace of 8% to
$74.61 billion, compared to
$69.08 billion last September.
the slower pace of import
growthhelpedthetradedeficit
marginallyeaseto$30.2billion

last month, compared to
$33billion lastSeptember.

the comparatively slower
»CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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CommissionresponsesoughtonForm6
modificationlinkedtoSIR;benchsays
oneOpppetitionerhastoexplainconduct

inSidE PaGe 7

SupremeCourtnoticetoCEC,2ECs;
JantarMantarmatterwillbeheard

Actor Imran Khan was detained
in Mumbai on october 10. File

Businessasusual
By EP UNNY

Govt’s sweePING
PowersoveroCI
CarDholDers

PaGe14

Goods exports jump
23% in Sept, services
dip, trade deficit eases

SoumyarendraBarik
NewDelhi,October 15

SOMe ArtiFiCiAL intelli-
gence(Ai)agentsthatweresup-
posed toconduct researchand
runevaluationsontheinternet
managed to bypass firewalls
and “reached” live systems of
indian organisations, gaining
accesstosensitiveinformation
such as business records, “in-
cludingpersonaldataandcon-
fidentialmaterial”, the indian

Computer emergency re-
sponseteam(Cert-in)hassaid.

this is perhaps the first
known instance of Ai agents
going “rogue” and targeting
cyber infrastructure of india-
based entities. Cert-in also re-
vealedthatnoneoftheaffected
organisationsdetected theun-
authorisedaccess,and,ineach
case,theincidentwasdisclosed
bytheAimodelprovidersafter
their internal review.
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Bypassing firewalls, AI
agents accessed data of
Indian firms: CERT-In

Happening
today

lVICEPRESIDENTcPradhak-
rishnanwill address the com-
missioningceremonyof INS
Samarthak in Karnataka.

TrACK TheSe And More on
www.indianEXPRESS.com

‘turNeDDelhIINto
INDIa-PakBorDer’:
CJP,aIsaCoNDemN
PolICeaCtIoN

eCItoCoNDuCt
aNNualrevIsIoN
ofrollsINstates
wheres.I.r. Isover

Days after joining anti-CEC protest,
Imran Khan ordered to leave India

Actor is US citizen,
OCI cardholder;
to file plea in HC

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi,Mumbai,
October 15

WitH tHe Cockroach Janta
Party calling for a ‘Lehra Do
tiranga’gatheringintheCapi-
tal Friday, the NewDelhi Mu-
nicipal Council thursday an-
nounced that theCentral Park

in Connaught Place will re-
main shut to thepublic onOc-
tober 16 and 17 “due to admin-
istrative reasons”.

the Delhi Police also in-
formed the Delhi High Court
thatactionwillbetakenagainst
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CJP gathering today,
CP park shut for 2 days,
police say taking steps

FigureS in$bn; Source: rbi

lServicesexports
Month 2026 2025 Change

(%)
Sep 36.35 36.67 -0.87
aug 35.47 31.19 13.72
Jul 38.25 33.74 13.37
Jun 36.19 32.11 12.71
May 33.19 32.41 2.41
apr 36.84 32.85 12.15
Mar 38.2 35.62 7.24
Feb 34.7 31.64 9.67
Jan 38.16 34.74 9.84

relateDrePorts,P7

AtriMitra&
AdrijaRoychowdhury
Kolkata,NewDelhi,Oct 15

AtLAketown,inthenorthern
suburbsofkolkata,thelightsare
onand festive anticipation fills
the air.On the eveofMahalaya
lastweekend,whichmarkedthe
beginningof thecountdownto
Durga Puja,workers rushed to
put the final touches on this
year’s pandal: an 80-foot-tall
replicaofJaipur’sHawaMahal,

»CONTINUEDONPAGE4
At Santosh Mitra Square Puja pandal in Kolkata Thursday evening.
The Puja theme is ‘Sanatani Chetanay Vande Mataram’. ParthaPaul

EXPRESSspecial

Newpatrons,oldpolitics:Bengal
DurgaPujanavigatespowershift

Durga Puja

Warm greetings and best wishes to
people of West Bengal

on the occasion of Durga Puja

Bengal’s Greatest Festival

Suvendu Adhikari
Hon’ble Chief Minister, West Bengal

Wishing everyone happiness and good health
Come, let us unite to celebrate
the festive spirit of Durga Puja

Celebrate the triumph of good over evil…
May Maa Durga’s divine blessings fill us

with joy and peace
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pace of import growth was
largelyduetoasharpdeclinein
gold imports. Official data
showed that gold imports in
September logged a sharp de-
cline of 81.3% to $1.8 billion in
Septemberthisyear,compared
to$9.6billioninSeptemberlast
year.While gold imports typi-
callytendtojumpinfestivesea-
sons,CommerceSecretaryRa-
jesh agarwal said the decline
couldbearesultofhighdutyon
gold imports.

aditi nayar, Chief econ-
omist, ICRa,saidIndia’sgoods
exportsexpandedbyover20%
for the second consecutive
month in September this year,
evenasgrowthinsuchimports
cooled to a six-month low of
8%.“amidamodestexpansion
in themerchandise trade defi-
cit and an expected easing in
invisible earnings, led by tem-
pering remittance inflows, we
expect India’s current account
deficittowidento$13-15billion
inQ2Fy2027, from$4.2billion
in Q1 Fy2027, while printing
marginallylowerthantheyear-
ago levels,"nayarsaid.

UScontinues
todriveexports

amid continued uncer-
tainty over the trade deal,
India’s goods exports continue
to register strong growth. as
goodsexportshavebeendeclin-
ingintheWestasiaregion,par-
ticularlyintheUae,Saudiara-

bia,KuwaitandIran,exportsto
the US ballooned by 48% in
September,crossing$8billion.

On Thursday, Commerce
and IndustryMinister Piyush
Goyalsaidthefirstphaseofthe
India-UStradepacthasbeenfi-
nalisedandisundergoinglegal
drafting. “The US bilateral
tradeagreement’s first tranche
has been finalised, and it is
going through final contours,
thelegaldrafting,andwehope
to be able to finalise that soon
and operationalise that once
we get the competitive advan-
tage over our peer countries,”
Goyal saidatabriefing.

This comes as theUS is ex-
pectedtocomeoutwiththere-
sults of Section 301 tariffs on
over-capacity. data showed
that exports have been driven
byelectronics,whichcontinue
tobeexempted fromUStariffs
andare riding theaIwave.ex-
ports under the category
jumpedby70.4%to$5.3billion
lastmonth,ascomparedto$3.1
billion inSeptember lastyear.

however, imports from
China last month also regis-
tereda31.5%jumpto$14.86bil-
lion,comparedto$11.30billion
last September. Betweenapril
and September, imports from
China crossed $80.35 billion,
27%higher than $62.86 billion
inthecorrespondingperiodlast
year.Thishas triggeredasharp
jumpintheanti-dumpingduty
investigations by the Com-

merceandIndustryMinistry.

Services exports
lograredecline

amid sustained conflict in
West asia, which has pushed
airfareshigher,India’sservices
exports logged a rare decline.
The government’s projections
showed that services exports
registeredamarginaldeclineto
$36.35billioninSeptemberthis
year,comparedto$36.67billion
lastyear.

“Therehasbeenarecentre-
duction in projections in ser-
vices trade globally. earlier, it
wasprojected togrowby4.8%;
ithasnowbeenrevisedto3.3%.
One of the key factors is the
West asia crisis. The rise in
energypriceshasimpactedone
component of services, which
is travel and tourism,which is
showing a downward projec-
tion.Wearegrowingmorethan
9% year on year, but growth
would have beenmore,” Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh agar-
wal told reporters.

The government has been
easingnorms to smoothen ser-
vices exports. Last week, the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Councilrecommendedamend-
ments to Section 54(3) of the
CentralGoodsandServicesTax
act to provide for refundof ac-
cumulatedinputtaxcredit(ITC)
for input services and capital
goods under inverted duty
structure.While thechange for
capital goodswill come intoef-
fect fromapril next year, the
changeforinputservicescanbe
availedfromnovember1.

Somaiya’s complaint to the
FRRO, citing its jurisdiction
overmatters related to foreign
nationalsandOCIcardholders.

InitsnoticeissuedonThurs-
day,theFRROdirectedKhanto
leave India by October 28, in-
vokingprovisionsof the Immi-
gration and Foreigners act,
2025, including Section 7(2)(c),
whichempowersauthoritiesto
direct a foreignnational not to
remaininIndia,andSection29,
whichprovidesfortheremoval
ofaforeignerforviolationofthe
act,rulesorordersmadeunder
it, or on thebasis of an adverse
securityreport.

TermingtheFRROnoticeas
“drastic action”, Khan is set to
move theBombayhighCourt,
challenging the grounds on
which he has been directed to
leave the country, andarguing
that neither the Immigration
and Foreigners act, 2025, nor
the rules governing OCI card-
holders prohibit participation
in a protest. The petition is
being filed through advocates
Zulfiquar Memon, Parvez
Memon and Chirag naik of
MZMLegal.

“Weareintheprocessoffil-
ing the petition against the
FRROnotice,” Khan’s lawyers
said.Thepleaislikelytobereg-
isteredonFridayorMonday. It
is likely to come up for urgent

hearingbeforeadivisionbench
led by Chief Justice Mahesh
ChandraTripathi.

Khan hasmaintained that
he was not protesting against
any political party but was
standingupforcitizens’funda-
mental right toprotest.

“anoticewasservedandhe
wasaskedtoleavethecountry,”
a seniorMumbaiPolice officer
said. “OCI cardholders do not
havepolitical rights,anditwas
broughttoournoticethatKhan
hadparticipatedintheprotest.
Varioussocialmediaplatforms
confirmhisparticipation...We
have taken legal action as per
the law,” said the officer, who
didnotwant tobenamed.

Welcoming the notice, So-
maiya said: “There aremany
ImranKhansinIndia...whether
itisnasruddinorIqbal... ifany-
one conspires to defame India
while living here, it will not be
tolerated...hisdeportationisto
setanexample forallother for-
eigners and funderswhose ob-
jectiveistogenerateunrestand
anarchyinIndia.”

Opposition parties have
criticised the FRRO notice to
theactor.

Born into Bollywood line-
age,Khanisthenephewofactor
aamir Khan anddirector-pro-
ducerMansoor Khan, and the
grandson of director-producer

nasirhussain.hewas born in
1983 in Madison, Wisconsin,
US,toanilPal,asoftwareengin-
eer, andnuzhat Khan, a psy-
chologistanddaughterofhus-
sain. his parents separated
whenhewas quite young, and
ImranKhanmovedtoMumbai
withhismother.

hedebutedinwriter-direc-
tor abbas Tyrewala’s film
Jaane Tu... Ya Jaane Na in
2008, and went on to act in
films like I Hate Luv Storys
(2010),MereBrotherKiDulhan
(2011),DelhiBelly(2011),andEk
MainAurEkkTu (2012).

The OCI scheme, intro-
duced in 2005, allows eligible
foreignnationalsof Indianori-
gin to visit India on a lifelong
visa, subject to applicable con-
ditions. however, OCI card-
holders cannot vote or contest
electionsandremainsubjectto
Indian laws governing for-
eignersand immigration.

The Immigration and For-
eignersact,2025,givesthegov-
ernmentwidepowersoverfor-
eign nationals — and an OCI
remains a foreign national for
thispurpose.Thereisnoprovi-
sion that expressly says a for-
eign national cannot attend a
political rally or demonstra-
tion.however,thelawgivesthe
government considerable dis-
cretion to regulate the pres-
ence, activities and conduct of
foreigners in India.

WITH INPuTSfroM
AlAKASAHANI

Goodsexports

ImranKhan

the CJP after a petition raised
concerns that the group’s
plannedprotest inConnaught
Placecoulddisruptbusinessac-
tivityinthearea.

The bench of acting Chief
JusticenitinSambreandJustice
SanjaySharma,whilehearinga
petition byanil KumarGupta
who saidhewas espousing the

cause of street vendors and
small traders, recorded thepo-
liceassurance: “Theadditional
SolicitorGeneralassuresthatthe
apprehensionof thepetitioner
shall be taken care of as the re-
spondents have taken enough
stepsinthemattertocontroland
regulate the activity of respon-
dent no. 6 (CJP)... all possible
steps in accordance with law
shallbetakeninthematter.The
assuranceistakenonrecord.”

Meanwhile, inMumbai, the

CJPsecuredpermissiontohold
its ‘Lehra do Tiranga’ pro-
grammeatazadMaidanFriday.

TheMumbaiPolicegranted
CJPpermissionforaday,allow-
ingittoholdtheprogrammebe-
tween9amand6pm,subjectto
acapof5,000participants.Police
identified the applicant asCJP
memberRavindraPatankar.The
permission has been granted
under theMaharashtra Police
(RegulationofPublicassemblies
andProcessions)Rules,2025.

CJP

“Recently, CeRT-In has re-
ceivedmultiple voluntary dis-
closures from aI model pro-
vidersstatingthattheirmodels,
duringresearchandevaluation
activity on the internet, had
reached the live systems of In-
dian organisations,” the cy-
bersecurity agency, which
comes under the Ministry of
electronics and Information
Technology (Meity), said inan
advisory Thursday. It did not
reveal thenamesof the Indian
organisations or the aI agents
involved in the incident.

“In the disclosed cases, the
models’ actions exceeded the
authorisationof theirassigned
tasks… The recorded activity
involved readingbusiness rec-
ords, including personal data
and confidential material,
through credentials and con-
nectionsettingsexposedinap-
plicationconfiguration,public
coderepositoriesandpermiss-
ivecloudservice roles,” it said.

The incident comes amid
growing concerns over aI
agents acting beyond their in-
tendedinstructions, including
instances where autonomous
systems have attempted to ac-
cessrestrictedinformation,cir-
cumvent securitycontrolsand
interact with external systems
without authorisation. Glo-
bally,leadingaIcompanies,in-
cludinganthropic,OpenaIand
Meta, have reported similar
casesofaIagentsbreachingde-
finedparametersandactingon
theirown.

The incident, in particular,
mirrors OpenaI’s disclosure
from July that its aI agents
breached containment safe-
guardsduring internal testing,
accessed the internet without
authorisation, and compro-
misedsystemsbelonging toaI
platformhuggingFace.Infact,
duetowidespreadincidentsof
aI agents acting on their own,
leaders in the space, including
anthropic’sdarioamodeiand
OpenaI’s Sam altman, have
called for “pacing” theaI fron-
tier.

aI agents are autonomous
systems that can indepen-
dently plan and execute tasks,
access external tools andweb-

sites,andtakeactionsonbehalf
ofuserswithlimitedhumanin-
tervention.

The agency has recom-
mended that aImodel devel-
opers isolate their research
workloads,permittingonlythe
destinations a task strictly
requires, and enforcing the re-
striction at the network layer.
The weaknesses exploited by
theaImodelsand their agents
were,however, traditional fail-
ings, such as credentials and
keys exposed in the source
code,publicrepositoryhistory,
configurationfiles,clientappli-
cations and public web con-
tent.

“define in every task the
systemsandactionsthatare in
scope,andtreateverythingelse
as out of scope. Stop the run
automatically if theagentcon-
tacts third-party systems, dis-
covers or uses third-party cre-
dentials, or raises a stop or
failuresignal.Giveanindepen-
dent operator the authority to
terminate or restart the run,”
theagencyrecommended.

Cert-In also noted a “finan-
cially motivated” campaign
againstIndianentitiesinwhich
cyberthreatactorsabusedpub-
licly available aI-native offen-
sive-security frameworks.

“These frameworks con-
tinue to be misused and re-
branded, with a large number
of deployments observed
across infrastructure in
multiple countries, indicating
thewidespread availability of
ready-made agentic intrusion
capabilities,” it said.

The agency said that in the
financially motivated cam-
paign against Indian entities,
agentictoolingcompressedthe
timebetweeninitialaccessand
finalimpact,fromdaystoafew
hours. In addition, the cam-
paign highlighted thatmulti-
agent operations run in paral-
lel,forhourstodays,toachieve
the attacker's goals, consistent
with the documentedmulti-
agentcapabilityof these tools.

Further, victim entities in
the campaign that remediated
incompletely were attacked
again within days, at greater
scale, theagencysaid.
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denotificationofJantarMantar
asaprotestsite.Itdirectedpolice
topreserve all CCTV footageof
theprotests,amidallegationsof
excessiveuseofforcebypolice.

The bench also issued no-
tice to the election Commis-
sion on the modification of
Form6, the paperwork for en-
rollinganewvoter.

Lastmonth,aninvestigation
byTheIndianExpressrevealed
that election Commissioners
SandhuandJoshihadobjected
onrecord14timesin10months
tosteps takenbytheeCIunder
theCeC, fromkeeping themin
the dark to adding new voters
anddeletingnames.

Thebench issuednoticeon
several pleas, including awrit
petition by IndIabloc leaders
challenging what they called
the“unilateralandarbitraryex-
erciseof thecollectivepowers”
of theelectionCommission in
conductingtheSIRofelectoral
rolls. The lead writ petition,
RahulGandhivelectionCom-
mission of India, named CeC
Kumarasarespondent.

The benchmade a pointed
remarkaboutoneofthe13peti-

tioners from the IndIa bloc.
“Wehavenoproblemwith the
other petitioners…We are is-
suingnotice,butwearenotcon-
doningtheconduct.Letthepeti-
tioner file an affidavit on their
conduct,” the benchobserved,
withoutnamingthepetitioner.

The Court agreed to hear
pleas challenging thedenotifi-
cationofJantarMantar.OnOc-
tober12,policesaidithadmod-
ified its standing order laying
downguidelinesforprotestsat
the site, declaring that it now
standsdenotified.Itdesignated
three alternative sites: Burari
Ground, Ramlila Ground and
theCBdGround.

appearing for petitioner
and advocate Swaty Malik,
formerdelhihighCourt judge
and senior advocate Mukta
Guptasaidtheapexcourt’sear-
lierrulingrequiresprotestsites
to be places where protesters
can be “heard by the powers
that be”. Justice Bagchi ob-
served that “the word ‘heard’
must be understood from the
perspectiveoftechnologyalso.”

The government’s affidavit
hadstatedthatthemoveflowed
fromaSupremeCourt order of
October9.Whenlawyersforthe
petitionersflaggedthis,Justice
Bagchi said theCourt needs to

examinewhether“oralobserva-
tions”canbeconstruedas law.

SenioradvocateGopalSan-
karanarayanan, appearing for
petitioners challenging Sec-
tions 163 and 172 of the Bhara-
tiyanagarikSurakshaSanhita,
said both provisions deserve
scrutiny. Section 163 (earlier
Section 144 of the Code of
CriminalProcedure)allowsthe
administration to issue pro-
hibitoryorderstomaintainlaw
and order, while Section 172
requirespersons toconformto
lawfulpolicedirections.

The benchwas initially in-
clined to issue notice only on
Section 172, sincea 1970 ruling
inMadhu Limaye v Sub-divi-
sionalMagistrate had upheld
thevalidityofSection144.

Sankaranarayanan said,
“Both provisions have to be
considered.Constitutionallaw
has undergone huge upheaval
in the last 50 years…Please do
notbedismissiveabout it.”

SankaranarayananandTMC
RajyaSabhaMPMenakaGurus-
wamy, thesenioradvocatewho
appeared for petitioner Shail-
endraMani Tripathi in a PIL,
also sought a direction to the
delhiPolicetoplacetheSection
163prohibitoryordersonrecord.

WhenSolicitorGeneralTu-

sharMehtapointedtoan“inter-
esting prayer” in one petition
that “whoevercalls for thepro-
testmustalso take responsibil-
ity for the consequences,” San-
karanarayananrespondedthat
theargument “cutsbothways”
and the Police Commissioner
mustalsotakeresponsibility.

Journalists’
complaints

SenioradvocateIndiraJais-
ing, appearing for journalist
group network of Women in
Media,soughtanindependent
committee of retired judges,
policeofficersandcivil society
members to probe complaints
of harassment filed bywomen
journalists against policemen
duringtheprotests.“Theycan-
not probe themselves. There
hastobeanindependentcom-
mittee,” shesaid.

She also sought a direction
that “no coercive action” be
takenagainstawomanjournal-
ist who accused an assistant
CommissionerofPoliceof sex-
ualharassment.The journalist
has been booked under the
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (Prevention of
atrocities) act, while no FIR
hasbeenregisteredagainstthe
aCPonhercomplaint.

Responding,Mehtasaiditis
difficult to establish who is a
journalist. “In our experience,
any person having a mobile
phone isa journalist,”hesaid.

Justice Bagchi observed
that there needs to be a larger
consideration on “whether
freedom of expression allows
anycitizentobea journalist”.

The bench said, “There are
categories of journalists. even
theWorkingJournalistsacthas
categories. Some groupsmay
begivenmoreprotectionsthan
others.”

The Court also agreed to
hearpleasbystreetvendorsand
hawkersseekingcompensation
from the protesters for loss of
livelihood. “Wehave not been
abletoearnevenRs500forour
families duringdussehra and
diwali,”a lawyersaid.

BJP national spokesperson
and senior advocate Gaurav
Bhatia told the Court there
were attempts to “browbeat”
the judiciary.

CJI Kant responded, “no-
body can browbeat us, don’t
worry. nobody should pay no-
tice to such attempts. We are
notsittinginanivorytower.We
knowwhat someone is saying
outsidethecourtandinsidethe
court.”

SCnotice

CERT-In:AIagents
accessedsensitive
dataof Indianfirms

pavneetsinghchadha
Panaji,October15

ThenaTIOnaLGreenTribu-
nal (nGT)has stayed theoper-
ationalisation of the environ-
mental clearance (eC) and
CoastalRegulationZone(CRZ)
clearance granted toMormu-
gao Port Trust’s (MPT) chan-
nel-deepening project until
thenexthearing.

The appellants—Rupesh
Shinkre, Sanjay Redkar and
JayeshShetgaonkar—hadfiled
an appeal before the nGT in
September last year, challeng-
ing the clearance granted to
Mormugao Port Trust for the

project titled ‘deepeningof ap-
proach channel for cape-size
vessels’onJuly21,2025.

The appellants submitted
that there has beenno assess-
mentof the likely air andwater
pollution from dust emitted
fromhandlingofmetallurgical
ores likecoal andcoke, etc.The
deepened approach channel
willallowlargercape-sizevessels
todock at theport, resulting in
increased capacity of handling
coal/ores from12MTPa to42.1
MTPa (million tonnes per
annum),theyhadsaid.

In an interim order dated
September 26, thenGT’sWest-
ern Zone Bench, Pune, said,

“after having heard the argu-
ments and looking to the dis-
crepanciesinthecaseinhandin
grant of eCandCRZ,we are of
the view that till next date, im-
pugnedeCandCRZclearance
shall not be operationalised.”
Thematterwillbeheardnexton
november2.

The tribunal also directed
the port authority to place on
record within two weeks evi-
dence that a source apportion-
ment study for air quality in
Vasco da Gama, Goa, carried
out by IITBombay,was placed
before the eaC at the time of
consideration of the grant of
eC/CRZclearance.

NGTstaysapproval toMormugao
Port’s channeldeepeningproject

chandanhaygunde
Pune,October 15

a 22-yeaR-OLd engineer
workingwith ITmajoraccen-
ture in Pune jumped to his
death from a highrise build-
ing, allegedly after receiving
phonecalls fromamanposing
asapoliceofficer,demanding
moneyandthreateningto im-
plicate him in a drug smug-
gling case.

Police identifiedtheengin-
eerasShikharSaxena,anative
ofUttarakhand,wholivedasa
payingguest inKharadi,Pune.
after a complaint filed by his
father Kumargaurav Saxena,
46, an FIR was lodged at the
Kharadi police station on
Wednesday against two un-
identifiedpersonsunderBha-
ratiya nyaya Sanhita (BnS)
Sections 108 (abetmentof sui-
cide), 308 (6) (extortion) and
351 (4) (criminal intimidation
by anonymous communica-
tion), amongothers.

Shikhar’sdeathhas lefthis
parents, younger sister and
relatives in shock.

SpeakingtoTheIndianEx-
press,his father,agovernment
official at Uttarakhand Peyjal
nigam,said,“Iwant justicefor
my son. he was a talented
youngster. he got a job at ac-
centure inPunethroughcam-
pus placement. This was his
first job.Theculpritsshouldbe
arrested.”

Police suspect the accused
couldbecybercriminals,who
allegedly forced Shikhar to
transfer money into a couple
of bank accounts through
multiple online transactions

through online threats before
hediedby suicide in the early
hours ofOctober 1.

a Ba and BTech from the
national InstituteofTechnol-
ogy (nIT) in himachal Pra-
desh, Shikhar joined accen-
ture at the posh Magarpatta
citycomplexinPune’shadap-
sar area as an “advanced en-
gineeringanalyst' in July this
year.

Police said on September
30, apersoncalledShikharon
his cellphone, which was
switched off. The call got di-
verted tohismother’s phone.

aspertheFIR, theaccused,
who sounded angry, asked
about Shikhar.

after his mother told the
caller that Shikhar was in
Pune, theaccusedcut thecall.
When Shikhar’s father got to
knowabout the call, he called
the accused. The accused

identifiedhimselfasShikhar’s
friendajayKumarandsaidhe
had called for somePdFs.

his father thencalledShik-
har on his phone, but could
not reach him. Shikhar’s
father again called the ac-
cused, who claimed to have
met Shikharwhile pla

ying the online game
PUBG. When he said Shikhar
never played PUBG, the ac-
cused cut the call, the FIR
stated.

The victim’s father called
the accused again.

This time, theaccusedsaid
he was a sub-inspector from
haryana, who wanted to ar-
rest Shikhar as there was a
complaintagainsthimforsell-
ingdrugs, the FIRmentions.

Finding this suspicious,
Shikhar’s father left for Pune
onSeptember30night.Mean-
while, Shikhar’s uncle, who
lives in Pune, approached the
Kharadi police. The police
lodged a kidnapping case in-
itially as per legal procedure.

also, people who know
Shikhar posted his photo-
graphsandotherdetailsonso-
cial media with an appeal to
findhim.

around 6.30 am on Oc-
tober 1, however, it was dis-
coveredthatShikharhaddied
by jumping from the refuge
area of a 27-floor building at
Riverdale Suites in Kharadi,
locatedaboutakmaway from
his residence inPune.

Shikhar’sbodywashanded
over to his family after the
postmortem. his funeral was
performedathisnativeplace,
police said.

Threatenedwithbeing framed
in fakedrug case, techiekills self

The22-year-oldengineerwas
workingwithAccenture. ExPrEss

emergiNg Ai &mAchiNe leArNiNg tech beiNg iNcorporAteD for logistics optimisAtioN

AmritaNayakDutta
NewDelhi,October 15

TheIndIanmilitaryisactively
developingan integrated logis-
tics structure to support its
planned theatre commands as
partofitsefforttotransformthe
service-specific logistics archi-
tecture into an integrated de-
fence framework,The Indian
Expresshaslearnt.

additionally, emerging aI
andmachine learning techno-
logiesarebeingincorporatedfor
logisticsoptimisation,withpre-
dictivemaintenance analytics
alreadydeployed in limitedap-
plicationsbythedefenceforces.
Moreover,legacyfinancialarchi-
tectureandprocurementframe-
workarealsobeingrevisedtofa-
cilitatejointlogistics.

ThedepartmentofMilitary
affairs is spearheading the

move. These pointswere out-
lined in a letter fromRearad-
miralKunal SinghRajkumar, a
joint secretary in the depart-
ment, to Rajya Sabha MP dr
ajeet Madhavrao Gopchade.
The response followed Gop-
chade’s letter toPrimeMinister
narendraModi, seeking auni-
fied defence logistics and fuel
management frameworkmod-
elled on theUnited Statesde-
fenceLogisticsagency(dLa).

according to the letter, a tri-
services logisticsmanagement
application(TLMa)isunderde-
velopment toprovide real-time
inter-serviceinventoryvisibility
andtointegrateservice-specific
enterprise resource planning
software. additionally,work is
underwaytoestablishanational
defence Codification System
(ndCS), analogous to nato’s
stock number system, while

joint logisticsnodes andsubse-
quently joint ammunition de-
pots,airstoressupplyparks,and
materialorganisationsarebeing
plannedacrossIndia, itstated.

The department further
stated that the PMGati Shakti
defencePortal isalsounderde-
velopment for alignmentwith
thenationallogisticspolicyand
theUnifiedLogistics Interface
Platform(ULIP).

The letter also noted that
jointlogisticsintegration,akinto
theUSdLa, is a strategic im-
perative and its realisation is a
prime priority for the defence
ministry.Thearmedforceshave
beenestablishing joint logistics
nodes aspart of other efforts to
promoteintegration.InSeptem-
ber last year, thedecision to es-
tablish three jointmilitary sta-
tionswasannouncedduringthe
CombinedCommanders Con-

ferenceinKolkata.
In his letter, Gopchade re-

ferred to the functioningof the
USdLa,whichservesasasingle,
centralisedcombatlogisticssup-
portagencyfortheentireUSde-
partment of defence, stating
thatitmanagesfuelsupply,mili-
tary procurement, spare parts,
logistics aI systems, defence
standardisation, petroleum
qualityassurance,warehousing,
technical support, and global
supply-chain management
under an integrated tri-service
structure.hehighlightedthatat
present, logisticsmanagement
in India is largely distributed
acrossmultiple service-specific
structuressuchasthearmySer-
vice Corps, army Ordnance
Corps,Corpsofelectronicsand
Mechanicalengineers,navallo-
gisticsbranches,airforcemain-
tenance systems, fuel depots,

and various procurement and
inventorymechanisms.

“... thereappearssubstantial
scope for further strengthening
jointness throughamore inte-
gratedlogisticsarchitecture,”the
MPwrote.

Fourreformson
thelinesofDLA

Gopchadesuggestedfourre-
formsonthelinesofthedLa,in-
cluding a unified defence fuel
management system integrat-
ingarmy,navy, andair Force
fuel procurement, storage,
transportation,andquality-con-
trolmechanisms, introduction
ofasecuremilitaryfuelcardsys-
tem integrated with IOCL,
BPCL,hPCL, defence depots,
RFId,GPS,anddigitalauditsys-
tems to improve transparency,
reduce leakages, and simplify
operationallogistics.

Militarydeveloping integratedstructure for theatrecommands

MeetingTeamIndia
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwith thewomencricket team’sHarmanpreetKaur andSmritiMandhana
duringan interaction inNewDelhi onThursdaywith the Indiancontingent thatparticipated in the
AsianGames2026 in Japan. PTI
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Tanusreebose
Kolkata,October 15

KoLKATA PoLiCe Commis-
sioner Ajay Kumar nand on
Thursdaysaidthattherewasno
conclusiveevidencelinkingthe
bike skidding incidents to a
newly-painted ‘rainbow’ fly-
over surface and added that
driver negligence in the rain
could be possible reasons be-
hindtheaccidents.

meanwhile, the Kolkata
municipal Corporation (KmC)
officials installed cat’s-eye re-
flectors along the flyover
stretch at 10-metre intervals, a
dayafterapurporteddashcam
video of bikers slipping on the
road triggered criticism from
theopposition.

The flyover remained
closed through Wednesday
nightasauthoritiescarriedout
the work. Paint was also
“slightlyscraped”fromanother
flyover in thecity.

“experts and engineers
have informed us that the
paints used are anti-skid and
thereisaconfusiononwhether
the bikes have skidded due to
thepaint.Whatwehave learnt
so far is thatbikerswere trying
to shootvideosandreelswhile
ridingintherainsotheremight
have been a disbalance. We
have this presumption. We
havealso installedcat’s-eyere-
flectors and ‘go slow’ boards
along theroad,”nandsaid.

nandalso clarified that the
restriction on motorcycle
movement during rainfall

would apply only to the Chin-
grighata flyover and not to the
Gariahat flyover.

“unlike other flyovers, the
Gariahat Flyover is straight, so
such specific closures will not
be implemented there. How-
ever, as a precaution, bike
movement over the Chingri-
hataFlyovermaybesuspended
during rain. engineers have
clarifiedthatwhilethisspecific
paint contains anti-skid prop-
erties, flyover joints consist of
steel plates and concrete,
which can become slippery
when painted. However, this
shouldn't happen on standard
bituminoussurfaces,”hesaid.

“The fresh paint has led
people to suspect it caused the
incidents,butthepaintusedfor
roads does not have the same
composition as ordinary wall
paint,”headded.

Regarding traffic conges-
tion on the stretch during
DurgaPuja,nandsaid, “Ahead
of the Pujas, daily commuters
heading toward ultadanga
alongtheBypassareexperienc-
ing heavy congestion due to
bridge construction work in
Chingrihata.Thiscouldworsen
if the connector is closed. Dis-
cussions have also been held
with Bidhannagar authorities
regarding the heavy evening
traffic.”

Defending the beautifica-
tiondrive,urbanDevelopment
minister Agnimitra Paul on
Thursday said, “Firstly, the
paintsusedareanti-skidpaints.
Secondly, yesterday in the

video,wesawtwomotorcycles
skidding. Why that happened
wecannotsay.Yesterdaywhen
i was returning from Kolkata,
therewasabigaccidenton the
national highway due to skid-
dingwheretherewasnopaint.”

“For the past 15 years, the
TmChadnotmaderoads…sev-
eral accidents happened. As a
precaution, we have installed
cat’seyereflectorsonChingrig-
hata bridge. on Gariahat fly-
overthepainthasbeenslightly
scraped so that the friction in-
creases,” sheadded.

Saying the beautification
was“forthepeopleofthestate”,
Paul added, “ This is a CSR in-
itiative…not by using public
funds.ourdepartmentdidnot
stealanyone’smoney,norhave
we used public money. We are
just trying tobeautify thecity.”

meanwhile, mamata AiTC
mLA Kunal Ghosh posted a
video on Facebook on Thurs-
dayofpaintbeingpurportedly
washed away from a flyover at
Gariahat and questioned the
decisiontopaint it.

“if the scientifically un-

sound and dangerous paint
had to be removed, why was it
appliedinthefirstplaceinsuch
a reckless manner? Who will
takeresponsibility for theacci-
dents?Whosemoneyhasgone
towaste? Let the images of the
paint being removed from Ga-
riahat remain a reminder of
whathappenedafter theChin-
grighataaccident,”hesaid.

After facing sharpcriticism
from the opposition over the
purported videos, Paul, on
Wednesday had said an en-
quiryhas beenordered to look
into thecauseof theaccident.

“The chief minister (Su-
venduAdhikari)hasinstructed
officialstovisitthespotandin-
spect the matter immediately.
Theofficialshavebeendirected
to investigate the cause of the
accident.Somepeoplearesay-
ing that the colours are strain-
ing the eyes while driving. if
that is the case, an alternative
arrangement will be made.
Whatever isconvenient for the
people's needs will be done,”
the minister had told
mediapersons.

MInISTer defendS beAuTIfIcATIon drIve

CPAjayNandsays riders shooting reels
in rain couldhave led toaccidents; cat’s
eye reflectors installedalong flyover

Cat’seyereflectorswere installedonKolkataflyover,Thursday. ExprEss

Noconclusiveevidence linkingcity’s
bikeaccidents to flyoverpaint:Police

AtriMitra
Kolkata,October 15

CHieFminiSTeRSuvenduAd-
hikarionThursdaysaidthestate
policewasworkingincoordina-
tion with the Border Security
Force (BSF) to stop cattle, nar-
cotics andcounterfeit currency
smuggling andprevent cross-
border infiltration andhuman
trafficking.

inaugurating four Durga
Pujasinofmurshidabaddistrict,
Adhikari alleged that some
peoplewere trying to spoil the
pujas and cautioned the puja
committees to remain alert to
untowardincidents.

“iwillprayforonlyonething,
that thepujapasseswell.A few
daysago,iheardthatsomething
hadhappenedat apujapandal
duetoafireorsomeotherreason.
i hope that the police and the
puja committees will remain
alerttopreventsuchunpleasant
incidents,”hesaid.

“manypeoplewant to spoil
the festivities. There couldalso
be accidents. it would not be
rightformetosaythisasthead-
ministrative head of the state.
The police are investigating.
everyone should celebrate to-
gether,”headded.

Hesaidthatinmurshidabad,
more than800newPujashave
receivedapproval.

“AftertheBJPcametopower,
12,000newPujaswereapproved
for grants. in 2025, therewere
45,000pujas. This time, grants
havebeengivento58,000com-

mittees.Wehavewaivedelectric-
itychargesforthepujasandallo-
catedRs1lakheachtothe58,000
pujasof thestate. in thedistrict,
more than800newPujashave
receivedapproval,”hesaid.

Givingacall fora"narcotics-
freeWestBengal", theCmsaid
5,000 bottles of cough syrup
wererecentlydestroyednearthe
india-Bangladeshborder inJa-
langi "aspart ofourobjective to
haveanarcotics-freemurshida-
bad.

"Cough syrup bottles, fake
notes,heroin, opiumandcattle
used tobe smuggled toBangla-
desh...Weare committed to to-
tally eliminate smuggling...We
havealso stoppedcross-border
infiltration and trafficking of
girls,"hesaid.

Appealingtopeopletoputan
end to marriage of underage
girls,hesaid60,000minorshave
undergone institutional de-
liveriesinthestatefromJanuary
to June this year, andof them,
9,700werefrommurshidabad.

"iappeal toeveryonetohelp
ussavethegirls,"hesaid.

"under thepreviousregime,
girls as young as 12 to 15 years
weremarried off and they be-
camepregnant.This is illegal...
ourgovernmentwantstoreform
thesocietyandnotremaincon-
fined only to administrative
work,"headded.

Hesaidameetingwillbeheld
inDelhi onoctober 27 on river
erosion. erosionby theGanga
Riverisamajorissueinmurshi-
dabaddistrict.

Manypeoplewant to
spoilpujas, organisers
shouldstayalert:CM

PressTrustof India
Kolkata,October 15

THe CALCuTTA High Court
on Thursday said it expected
WestBengal'sBJPgovernment
tocreateanatmosphereallow-
ingdivergentpoliticalviewsin
the state, allowing the CPi(m)
to set up a bookstall near a
Durga Puja pandal in
Bongaon.

observing that dissemina-
tion of different political
thoughtsandideologiesiswel-
come in a democracy, the
court held that this makes
democracy "fruitful, deep-
rooted and mature." "it is ex-
pected of the present ruling
dispensation to create an at-
mosphere where persons
owing allegiance to different
political ideologies will not
hesitate to voice their views,"
JusticeSaugataBhattacharyya
observed.

ThecourtdirectedtheBon-
gaon police district SP and
Bongaon police station's in-
spector-in-charge to ensure
public order and peace, en-
ablingthepetitionerCPi(m)to
erect a bookstall and sell their
books duringDurga Puja days
within a 100-meter radius of
their party office at the site.

The party office is near a
DurgaPujapandal.TheCPi(m)
hasbeen settingupbookstalls
near Durga Puja pandals for
decades.

Justice Bhattacharyya di-
rectedthepoliceauthoritiesto
deploy adequate security per-
sonnel to prevent others from
disturbingthemembersof the
Left party from running the
stall and sellingbooks.

ThecourtdirectedtheSPto
file a report on steps taken to
comply with the order on the
next date of hearing on
november 23.

‘Govtmustcreate
atmosphere for
differentviews’:
HCallowsCPI(M)
Pujabookstall

PressTrustof India
Kolkata,October 15

A CouRT in Kolkata has re-
strained mamata AiTC mP
mahua moitra from making
"any defamatory statement"
againstWestBengalChiefSec-
retarymanoj Agarwal after he
complainedthatshemadeun-
substantiated allegations
against him in connection
with Special intensive Revi-
sion (SiR) exercise.

The Civil Judge Senior
Division,1stCourt,Alipore,on
Wednesday also directed the
KrishnanagarmPtodeleteher
social media posts against
Agarwal in relation to the
special intensive revision of
electoral rollsandtheconduct
of this year's West Bengal as-
sembly elections within 24
hours of receiving theorder.

The court, however, clari-
fiedthatthisorderwillnot"re-
strain fair criticism of the SiR
orof anyofficial decision".

in an ex-parte interim
order, the court restrained
moitra from publishing, post-
ing,orrepeating"anydefama-
tory statement" against Agar-
wal, including any statement
connected to two posts in
question which she allegedly
made on her X on october 3
and6.

moitra, however, said on
Thursday she will file a vacat-
ing application to reinforce
her rights.

The judge directed the mP
todeletetheposts fromherso-
cial media handle within 24
hours of receiving the order,
including receipt by e-mail.

Thecourtdirected thatno-
ticebeissuedtomoitratoshow
cause why the interim order
passed by it should not con-
tinue until the disposal of
Agarwal's application.

Court restrains
Mahua from
‘defamatory
remarks’ against
chief secretary

Kolkata: The TmC's mamata
Banerjee-led factiononThurs-
daywrote to state government
andpoliceofficialsallegingthe
use of the police to obtain affi-
davitsinfavourofthedissident
group amid the party’s name
andsymbol row

intheletters,mamatacamp

mPDolaSenallegedthatpolice
personnel across the state had
been directed to collect
"dummy affidavits" from non-
TmC members to bolster the
rival faction's claim to the
party’s name and its election
symbol,JoraGhashPhool(twin
flowersandgrass).PTI

Cops forcefully takingaffidavits
for rival camp:Mamata faction

3 sentenced
to life for
beheading
man in 2022
SweetyKumari
Kolkata,October 15

A DiAmonD Harbour
court has sentenced
three men to life im-
prisonment for behead-
ingHabibullahPaikover
an alleged extra marital
affair in mathurapur in
South 24 Parganas dis-
trict in2022.

Relyingonadvanced
modern forensics, the
Ld. Court of Additional
Sessions Judge, Fast
Track Court-iii, Dia-
mond Harbour, on oc-
tober12,convictedAjgar
Laskar, Ajahar Laskar
alias Raja, and Rabiul
Sardar under Sections
302 (murder), 201 (caus-
ingdisappearanceofevi-
dence),and34(common
intention)of iPC.

According to the
complaintlodgedbythe
deceased’swife,theinci-
dent took place on Feb-
ruary 8, 2022, when
AjgarandAjahararrived
at Habibullah’s resi-
denceand tookhimtoa
nearby garden. The fol-
lowing morning, police
recovered the headless
bodyofPaiknearAjgar’s
house inSubudhipur.

Duringtrial,thepros-
ecution presented 24
witnesses with compel-
ling scientific, digital,
andphysicalevidence.

in its verdict, court
noteddefensemiserably
failed to establish any
plausible plea to negate
the charges and de-
livered thesentence.

Kolkata
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PanDal hoPP Ing
AsDurgaPuja sweepsacrossKolkata, this year's celebrationshighlight ablend
of artistic brillianceandsocialmessaging.SweetyKumarihops through the

‘themePuja’ pandals to tell themost creative andoutstanding stories

C
onceptualised by artist Bhaba-
tosh sutar, 'ek Pukur Bhalo-
basha'(apondfulloflove)aims
to raise awareness about the
rapiddisappearanceandpollu-

tion of Kolkata's urban ponds,
highlightingtheirecologicalim-
portance and emotional bond
with local families.
conceived around a historic

localpond,theinstallationshow-
cases its role in everyday life,
fromweddingsandrituals to re-
laxation, alongside human-in-
ducedpollution.avideoshotin-
side the pond simulates the
perspectiveofaquaticlifeexperi-
encing garbage, bottles, and rit-
ualofferingsthrownfromabove.
eighteenmicrophonesinstalled
at the pond's floor capture real-
timeunderwatersounds,suchas
fish nibbling, which are played
live inside thepandal.
"apondisnotmerelyawater

body. it is anecosystem,a living
container,"saidartistBhabatosh
sutar. "in 50 years, Kolkata has
lost around 70 per cent of its
ponds, filled by real-estate pro-
moters tomake concrete high-
risebuildings."
shubhamsaha,assistantsec-

retary of the club, added, "We
want to convey the story of a
pond that has been apart of our
family's history for the past sev-
eralhundredyears,becomingal-
mostlikeafamilymember.Wearewitness-
ing that over many decades, ponds are
graduallybecomingextinct."
Themoss-toned idol stands around20

feettall,symbolisingtheworshipofthepond
as agoddess.Her jewellery and attire are
craftedentirely fromaquatic elements like
water lilies (shaluk)andleafygreens(kolmi
saag).celebratingits68thyear, theclubop-
eratesonabudgetofroughlyrs50lakh.

howToreach:

take the metro to Dum
Dum station and board
an auto directly to
nagerbazar. From the
nagerbazar auto stand,
a short walk leads to
telipukur Yubak sangha.

TelIPukurnagerBazar
YuBak Sangha

apondfull
of love

The installationat TelipukurnagerbazarYubakSanghaPujapandal inKolkata showcasesapond’s role ineveryday life—from
weddingsand rituals to relaxation—alongsidehuman-inducedpollution; themoss-toned idol standsaround20 feet tall. partha paul

“In last50years,
kolkatahas lost
around70per
centof itsponds,
filledby
real-estate
promoters to
makeconcrete
high-rise
buildings,”
saidartist
BhabatoshSutar.

Celebratingits41styear,DumDum
Park Tarun sangha presents "Bi-
niya Katha", conceptualised by
artist anirban Das. The theme

highlights Bengal's rich trade
history spanning from the 7th
centuryBcto the18thcentury.
constructed on a budget of

roughly rs 45 lakh, the 11-to-12-
foot-tall pandal features amain
sanctumstyledasa tradingport
completewith amerchant ship.
itdepictshistorical tales suchas
Xuanzang'svoyage,emperoras-
hoka sending the Bodhi tree to
sri lanka,DwarkanathTagore's
shipping business, and unique
historicalaccountslikethetrans-
port of a giraffe to mainland
india.
Performers wearing tradi-

tional masks and holding sty-
lisedwoodenboatpropsportray
ancient maritime merchants.
The exterior facade is adorned
with ship-themed structures,
paintedhistoricalmuralsofsail-
ingvessels, andaprominentex-
plorer statue.
The clay idol is crafted in a

terracotta style to honour historical ex-
ports. organisers report high crowd turn-
out startingasearlyasTritiya.

howToreach:

take the metro's Blue
line to Dum Dum sta-
tion, then take a 12-to-15
minute auto, toto, or cab
ride (3.1 km).
alternatively, alight at
Belgachia station for a
less congested route
with direct autos or
buses. Bus travellers
can take any route via
Vip road or Jessore
road, get off at the Dum
Dum park Bus stop, and
take a short walk or toto
to the venue.

DumDumPark
Tarun Sangha

TraderouTe

The 11-to-12-foot-tall pandal ofDumDumParkTarunSangha inKolkata featuresamain sanctumstyledasa tradingport complete
withamerchant ship. it depictshistorical tales suchasXuanzang's voyage. Theclay idol is crafted ina terracotta style. partha paul

[ From Page 1 ]

renderedinshadesofpink.
Prabir Dhar, the working

president of the sreebhumi
sportingclubDurgaPujacom-
mittee, expects this year’s cel-
ebrations to be grander than
ever, attractingmore visitors
than the 1.5 crore estimated to
havevisitedthepandallastyear.
Yet, beneath the spectacle,

theneighbourhoodisanticipat-
ing a different kind of change.
Until last year, sreebhumiwas
closely associatedwith Trina-
mool congress (TMc) leader
sujit Bose,whowas the public
faceandchiefpatronofthepuja.
Under his supervision, it be-
camea two-week carnival, dis-
ruptingtrafficandeverydaylife
forresidents.
WithBose embroiled in the

municipaljobsscamcase,anew
committee is managing the
puja.itsstatedaimistoregular-
ise thecelebrationsand restore
theirlocal,residentialcharacter
withoutsacrificinggrandeur.
“Tilllastyear,thepujawould

be inaugurated on Mahalaya
itself,thatisduringPitriPaksha
(the fortnight dedicated to an-
cestorworship),” saysDhar. “it
isaninsulttothesanatantradi-
tion.Maa(goddessDurga)must
beworshippedduringDeviPak-
sha (the fortnight dedicated to
goddessworship),”heargues.
This year, the puja was

opened to visitors a day after
MahalayabyWestBengalchief
Minister suvendu adhikari.
sreebhumi presents a larger
question facingDurgaPuja fol-
lowing the change of govern-
mentinWestBengalinMay:has
the festival's political economy
changed, or have its patrons
simplychanged?
Months before the celebra-

tions,DurgaPujawasalreadyat
the centre of controversy over
callstorestrictthesaleandcon-
sumption of non-vegetarian
food near pandals, as well as
governmentdirectivesconcern-
ing liquor sales onMahaash-
tami andDJmusic during fes-
tivities and immersion
processions. “Durga Puja, in a
way,remainsasitwas,butsome
structural changeswill be ap-
parent this year. earlier, there
usedtobeacontestbetweendif-
ferent puja committees led by
TMcheavyweightswho acted
aspatrons,”saysanorganiserof
a prominent city puja,whodid
notwishtobenamed.

Newfacesat thehelm
one of the most visible

changes this year is the emerg-
ence of new political faces at
prominentpujasacrossKolkata.
atsreebhumi,Bosehasbeen

replacedbyHealthMinistersha-
radwat Mukherjee, who de-
featedhimintheassemblyelec-
tions.atsuruchisanghainnew
alipore,BJPMlasouravsikdar
has assumedakey role, replac-
ing aroop Biswas and his
brother swaroop,whowas as-
sociatedwiththeBengalifilmin-
dustry.atHathibagansarbojo-
nininnorthKolkata,BJPleader
and state industry minister
Tapas roy has replaced TMc
leader atinghosh and his as-
sociatesaswataBose.BJPMla
riteshTiwaryhasalsoreplaced
former tourismminister indra-
nilsenaspatronofTalaProttoy.
The new patrons present

these changes as an attempt to
freethefestivalfromthecontrol
of TMc leaders and return it to
thepeople.“Whatusedtobethe
Biswas brothers’ puja is now a
pujafortheresidentsofnewali-
pore.Thepujawillbeconducted
strictly according to the scrip-
tures.Thethemeandgrandeur
will remainthesame,”sayssik-
darofsuruchisangha.
“Different Puja committees

approachedme to be their pa-
tron. i selecteda few.Themain
organisers remain the same,”
saysTapasroy.
But whether the changes

amount to a redistribution of
control,ratherthanatransferof
politicalpatronage, remainsan
openquestion.
afterindependence,several

pujas became associatedwith
congress politicians. ekdalia
evergreen Puja in south Kol-
kata's gariahat, for instance,
becameclosely identifiedwith
the late subrata Mukherjee
from the 1970s. The cPi(M),
which came to power in 1977,
largely kept its distance from
directparticipationinreligious
festivities on ideological
grounds. This left space for
congress politicians, and later
the TMc, to cultivate relation-
shipswithpujacommittees.
“TMc leaders’ involvement

inDurgaPujawasnotsudden,”
says sandipanMitra, whowas
part of the research team that
preparedthedossierthathelped
“Durga Puja inKolkata” get on
Unesco'srepresentative list
of the intangibleculturalHeri-
tageofHumanity.

TMc leadersparticipated in
thefestivallongbeforetheparty
came to power in 2011, with
leaders suchas formerKolkata
mayor Firhad Hakim and
formerministersParthachatter-
jee, aroop Biswas, and sovan
chatterjee becoming known
faces through the pujas they
hosted. UndertheTMcrule,this
involvement expanded into
what came tobedescribedas a
“festivalmodeof governance”.
arthistorianTapatiguhaTha-
kurta, who has extensively
studied the cultural and social
significanceofDurgaPuja, says
theparty increasinglyused the
festivalasaplatformforpolitics
and governance. “Didi and
Durga almost had a political
pact.shebecameDurga’sgreat-
est champion, buther face also
competed with Durga every-
where,”shesays.
The change of government

marksashift in thepoliticalac-
torsassociatedwiththefestival,
but not necessarily in the rela-
tionship between political
powerandpubliccelebration.

Apublicart festival
Thenewgovernment's em-

phasis on tradition has raised
questionsabouttheartisticfree-
domthathasbecomecentral to
contemporaryDurgaPuja.BJP’s
Baranagar Mla and santosh
MitrasquarePujaorganisersajal
ghosh—whose father Pradip
ghosh was a congress leader
andthepatronofthePuja—has
argued that idols should follow
traditional conventions and
shouldnotbedistortedthrough
artisticexperimentation.
PashupatirudraPaul,anart-

ist fromKumartuli, saysseveral
committees have insisted that
Durgaidolsshouldnotexceed11
feetinheight.“Thisruleexisted
previously aswell, but no one
followed it. This year there is
strictadherencetoit,”hesays.
another artist, speaking on

condition of anonymity, says
many idolmakers are avoiding
experimentationwiththeidol's
formthisyear.
anirbanDas,themainartist

atnandanikclub inKanthi in
PurbaMedinipur,which iscM
adhikari’s home turf, insists
there is no political pressure.
“WewillworshipMahishasura
Mardiniaswedoeveryyear.We
believe in her presence every-
where and in every object,” he
says. “Weare organisingDurga
Pujathesamewaywehavebeen
doingforyears.nobodyhastold
us to change anything,” says
somenDutta, an organiser at
theKashiBoselanepuja.
others emphasise that cre-

ative freedomis integral to the
festival. “goddess Durga does
notresideintemples.sheiscel-
ebrated by commonpeople in
the streets and neighbour-
hoods. Who can dictate how
she should look?” asks Bhaba-
tosh sutar, who has designed
DurgaPujapandalsandidolsin
Kolkata for27years.
“There is a huge creative

crafts economy that is centred
aroundDurgaPuja,” saysguha
Thakurta. Young artists, she
says, haveused the festival as a
platformtoshowcasetheirwork,
openingupademocratic space
forartproductioninthecity.
Thefestival’ssignificanceas

a public art eventwas recogni-
sedwhenDurgaPujainKolkata
was inscribed on Unesco's
representativelistoftheintan-
gible culturalHeritage ofHu-
manityin2021.
TheexpansionofDurgaPuja

has also raised concerns that
commercialisationandpolitical
patronage haveweakened its
neighbourhoodcharacter.
atsreebhumi,Dharsaysthe

corporatisation of the festival
overthepast15yearsmadeitdif-
ficultforresidentstoparticipate.
Theidolwasadornedwithgold,
while heavy security restricted
accesstothegoddess,including
for thosewishing toofferpush-
panjali, or flowers duringwor-
ship. This year, the committee
intends to encourage local par-
ticipation and keep the idol
simpler. guha Thakurta ac-
knowledges that commercial-
isation andpoliticisationhave
distancedsomepujasfromtheir
local communities. a celebra-
tiononceheavily controlledby
theTMcas sreebhumi, she ar-
gues,exemplifiedthistrend.Yet,
she questions whether the
changeofgovernmentwill fun-
damentallyalterthemodel.The
facesmayhavechanged,butthe
scriptofa relationshipbetween
political power and the festival
mayremainmuchthesame.

Pujashift

replicaof jaipur’shawaMahal
atSreebhumiSportingclub

TanusreeBose
Kolkata,October 15

Bengalisacross theworld
areboundtogetheroverthefive
days ofDurgaPuja, despite the
localtimedifference.awayfrom
their homeland, they keep the
traditions,rituals,andfoodalive
for generations to come. From
Belgium to singapore and the
Ustonoida, theyareset towel-
comeMaDurgawith her four
children.
Founded inearly2025,ago-

moniBelgiumDurgaPujawas
establishedbya small groupof
expatswhowanted tokeep the
Bengali traditions and culture
alivewhilepromotingunity,har-
mony,andpositivity.

The celebrations will take
place at Blauweregen, on the
outskirtsofantwerp.Thefestiv-
itieswillfollowtraditionalDurga
PujaritualsfromsaptamitoDa-
shami,includingKolaBousnan,
Pushpanjali,andsandhiPuja.
KoelDas,whomovedtoant-

werp after marriage in 2024,
said, “ThereareDurgaPujacel-
ebrations inBrussels butnot in
antwerp,soweconcentrateover
here.”
accordingtoDas,theyfollow

theBengalipanjikafortheDurga
Pujacelebrations.“Wemaintain
thetithilikeitisdoneinKolkata,
so the celebrations begin from
Friday as it is sasthi, and since
ashtami,navamiandDashami
areonweekdays,wehavetaken

leaveonMondayandTuesday,”
shetoldTheIndianExpressover
thephone.
approximately 17-20people

had begun the puja, but now
peoplefromvariousothercom-

munities (Kashmiri, Punjabi,
Bangladeshi, andotherpeople)
alsoparticipateasvolunteers in
making bhog, prasaddistribu-
tion,andculturalevents.
UttoronDurgaPuja inseat-

tle, Us, has already celebrated
thisyear’sDurgaPuja.Founded
in 2005, thisDurga Puja is cel-
ebrated only on weekends.
Moushumi Bandhopadhay,
whowasbornandbroughtupin
Kolkata, has celebrated Puja
thereforthepast10years.
“When we were children,

DurgaPuja celebrations began
onPanchami.aswegrewolder,
wewenttoMaddoxsquare,but
now i am involved here,” she
toldTheIndianExpress. “Here
puja starts on Friday evening,
andwewrapup everything by
sundayevening.”
TheBengaliassociationsin-

gapore inlittle india has been
celebrating Durga Puja since
1956. Fromdrawing competi-

tions to sindoor Khela to per-
formances by bands like Jol
chobi andelectricDesiland to
fashion shows andchitrahaar
(songs, storytelling, anddance)
to garba, thenext five days are
completelypacked.
Barnali Bhattacharya said,

“Bhogisdistributedamongall.
everyone has responsibilities:
somearepartof thebhogcom-
mittee, and others are respon-
siblefordecorationorotheras-
pects.”
They also organised an

ananda naru competition for
women.Thoughnot related to
Bengaliassociationsingapore,
annri Bazaar will sell every-
thingfromanyindianstate,she
added.

The BengAli ASSociATion SingAPore in liTTle inDiA hAS Been celeBrATing DurgA PujA Since 1956

Bhog inBelgium,naru inSingapore:Bengaliskeeptraditionalive

AtaDurgaPujapandal inSingapore. special arrangement

Kolkata
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ArieS (mAr21 -Apr20):Youcouldn’t pick abetter day
for sports trainingor improving a skill in the arts,music,
potterymakingor doing anything that requires repetition
to improve. That’s because today youhave thepatience
andperseverance to keep trying. Tonight: You’re admired.

tAuruS(Apr21 -mAy21):You’llmakegreat strides
tacklinghome improvements today. Youwill work hard and
steady. Youwon’t overlookdetails, and youwill be careful
with yourwork. Tonight: Explore and learn.

Gemini (mAy22 - June21):Although this is a playful,
lighthearted time for you, today you’ll be careful in your
communicationswith others. You’ll bedirect andhonest.
Youwon’t overlookdetails andyou’ll finishwhat youbegin.
Tonight: Check your finances.

CAnCer(June22 - July23):Today youmight take care
ofwhat youownby repairing, cleaningor doingwhatever
youcan tomaintain it so itworkswell. Andyouhave the
patience todo this. If shopping, you’ll buypractical, long-
lasting items. Tonight: Listen andcooperate.

leo(July24-AuG23):You’re super productive today
becauseMars in your sign receives a lovely boost from
sternSaturn,whichwill give youenormousperseverance
andendurance to complete any task that youwant todo
today. Tonight:Get organised.

VirGo(AuG24-Sep23):Today youhavegrit andgump-
tion. And this iswhy youwill work steadily atwhatever task
that you set for yourself. You’re concernedwith earnings
andcash flow right now. Remember to take timeoff for
goodbehaviour andhave some fun. Tonight: Socialise.

librA (Sep24-oCt23):Groupeffortswill be your best
choice tobeproductive today. Youhave thepatience to
workwith others in order to achieve your goals. You’ll give
everything your best shot. Tonight: Relax at home.

SCorpio (oCt24-noV23):More thanmost signs, you
have anamazing ability tomake thingshappen. Today your
ambitionwill be expressed very skillfully. Youwill go slowly
andcarefully in order to accomplishwhat youwant toget
done. Tonight: An interesting conversation.

SAGittAriuS (noV24-deC22):This is a great day to
study something that requires focus, endurance andatten-
tion todetail. It’s also anexcellent day to finishmajorwrit-
ingprojects, scripts andbooks. Youhavewhat it takes to
get it done. Tonight: Check your belongings.

CApriCorn(deC23- JAn20):Youwillmakegreat
strides if youneed to tackle red-tape issuesdealingwith
shared finances, taxes, debt, inheritances, estates,wills.
Today youhave thewillingness andperseverance todo it.
Get busy! Tonight: Youwin.

AQuAriuS (JAn21 -Feb19):Mars is opposite your sign
today influencedby the sternSaturn,whichmightmake
youabit stubbornwhendealingwith spouses, partners or
close friends. By that, Imeanyou’ll be immovable.
Tonight: Enjoyprivacy.

piSCeS (Feb20-mAr20):This is a tremendously pro-
ductiveday for you. You’ll find it easy towork hard and
work long. Youwon’t hesitate to tackle tasks you’vebeen
avoiding, andyou’ll be tenacious, reliable andcareful.Who
canask formore? Tonight: Be friendly.

lrOYalstars bygeorgianicolslCrOsswOrd 6121

ACroSS
1Thecrown takes a firmcourse if
backed (7)
5Theymaybe raised if he’s
taking inwork (5)
8Feeling anose isn’t
well-shaped (9)
9 It’s oftenquotedas a game for
kids (3)
10Makean impressionas an
artist (4)
12Misgivings about the foreign
garments (8)
14Fearful sort of cavern (6)
15Goodman in favour in
UScity (6)
17Rifeperhaps and it spreads
rapidly (8)
18Witnesses a key agreement (4)
21 It goes on landand swims in
the reef too (3)
22Simpledeparture iswithout
formality (4,5)
24Figureswill showhowwell
they areworking (5)
25Appreciate consideration (7)

doWn
1Asect forminga social
group (5)
2Cycle race (3)
3He floated a company to avoid
liquidation (4)
4Rialto’s broken
sewer (6)
5Palmistry
manual? (8)
6TypeLatin translationwith
great composure (9)
7Nominally commits oneself to
work? (5,2)
11Shemakeshot
claret (9)
13They’renot bound tobe
distributed (8)
14Neat attendant (7)
16One losesmarks
using it (6)
19Senseof position say (5)
20Earningsdonot begin for a
long time (4)
23Cooling agentused in atomic
energy (3))

JumbledWordS

Su
do

ku
64
73

soluTions crossworD6120across: 1 Hoodwink, 5 Shop, 9Omega, 10
Plodder, 11 Pressing need, 13Handle, 14 Snacks, 17Capital gains, 20 Implore,
21 Elemi, 22Gait, 23Vendetta Down: 1 Hook, 2Overrun, 3Weak solution, 4
Napkin, 6Hedge, 7 Parodist, 8 Forging ahead, 12 Shocking, 15Convert, 16
Fleece, 18 Pepsi, 19Diva

soluTions:Emery,Motif,Deacon,Papacy
answer:Therearethingsknownandtherearethingsunknown,andin
betweenarethedoorsofperception.-AldousHuxley

Givenbeloware four jumbledwords. Solve the jumbles tomake
properwords andmove themto the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shadedcircles and jumble themtoget the
answer for the givenquip.

thereare thingsknownand thereare thingsunknown,and in
betweenare thedoorsof ___. -AldousHuxley (10)

Difficultylevel
4s instructions

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, everydigit from
1 to9must appear in
eachof thenine vertical
columns, in eachof the
ninehorizontal rows
and in eachof thenine
boxes.

Difficultylevel
1s =Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s =Medium;4s =Hard;
5s =VeryHard;
6s =Genius

Myeer

FMioT

canoeD

aacyPP

lmarvin byToMarMsTrong

lCalvin&hObbes bybillwaTTerson

lOverthehedge byMichaelFry&Tlewis

So
lu
ti
o
n
Su

do
ku

64
72
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender No- dtsksm/NIT87/26 Dated: 14.10.2026

(Dr. Rupa Dasgupta) Principal

Sealed quotations are hereby invited from
reputed Contractors/Companies/agencies with
suitable credentials (work completion
certificate of minimum 40% of estimated cost
in last 3 years for similar nature of work in a
reputed organisation) for Construction of
Septic Tank in hostel. Detailed vetted schedule
and plan is available in the website
www.debracollege.ac.in and in the college
notice board. Rate must be inclusive of all
taxes. Tenders must be submitted in the tender
box kept in front of office.

Last date and time for submission of
quotation: 26.10.2026
Date & Time of opening of quotation:
27.10.2026 at 2.00 p.m
(Interested bidders may kindly remain
present)

DEBRA THANA SAHID KSHUDIRAM SMRITI MAHAVIDYALAYA
(AUTONOMOUS) CHAKSHYAMPUR,
DEBRA, PASCHIM MEDINIPUR-721124

PHONE- 03222-243400 www.debracollege.ac.in

ICA/T19143(3)/2026

The Midnapore Co-op. Milk Producers’
Union Ltd (MIMUL)
NOTICE for Recruitment

Ref. MU: CE: 26-27/382 Dated-14/10/2026
Notification for project specific contractual engagement of (i)
Management Trainee (MT)- Field Extension Activity- 06 nos,
(ii) Management Trainee (MT)- Plant Operation- 04 nos, (iii)
Account Assistant/Jr. Account Assistant- 01 no & (iv)
Executive (Sales)- 02 nos. Interested eligible candidates are
invited to submit the complete application within
06th November 2026 through Post/Courier at “The
Midnapore Co-op Milk Producers’ Union Ltd., Ashok Nagar,
Midnapore, Paschim Medinipur. PIN721101”. Only short-
listed eligible candidates will be called for Interview.
The interested candidates may go through the website
www.paschimmedinipur.gov.in or www.mimulmilk.in for
details.

Sd/-
Managing Director

Midnapore Milk Union

ICA/T19137(3)/2026

The Midnapore Co-op. Milk Producers’
Union Ltd (MIMUL)
NOTICE for Recruitment

Ref. MU: CE: 26-27/384 Dated-14/10/2026
Notification for project specific engagement in the post of (i)
‘Head -Sales & Marketing’ - 01 Post & (ii) Asst. Manager
(Plant Operation)- 01 Post under the Midnapore Coop Milk
Producers' Union Ltd. Interested eligible candidates are
invited to attend the Walk-in-Interview scheduled to be held
on 06th November 2026 at the Office of the Addl. District
Magistrate (ZP), Paschim Medinipur at Zila Parishad
Complex, Midnapore at 01.30 PM.
The interested candidates may go through the website
www.paschimmedinipur.gov.in or www.mimulmilk.in for
details.

Sd/-
Managing Director

Midnapore Milk Union

ICA/T19142(3)/2026

ICA/T19144(3)/2026

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad°fdSXöY ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff, þ³f ÀUfq Ad·fq dU·ff¦f,
þ¹f´fbSX ÃfZÂf-dõ°fe¹f, ¦ffÔ²fe ³f¦fSX, þ¹f´fbSX

BÊ-¸fZ»f: ace.region2jaipur@yahoo.com RYû³f ³fÔq-0141-2702700
IY¸ffÔIY :- A.¸fb.A. Ãû-2/2026-27/8125-50 dQ³ffÔIY 09-10-26

d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff
SfþÀ±ff³f IZ Sfª¹f´ff»f ¸fWûQ¹f I e AûS ÀfZ I f¹fÊ W Z°fb þ³f ÀUfÀ±¹f Ad·f¹ffÔdÂfI e dU·ff¦f EU Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS
/ IZ ³Qi ÀfSI fS IZ Ad²fIÈ °f ÀfÔ¦fN³fû/IZ ³Qie¹f »fûI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f/OfI EUÔ QcSÀfÔ¨ffS dU·ff¦f / SZ»UZ B°¹ffdQ
¸fZ C´f¹fbö ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊ-´fiû¢¹fcS¸fZÔM ´fidIi ¹ff õfSf d³fdUQfEh Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e
þf°fe W `Ü dUÀ°fÈ°f d³fdUQf EUÔ d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in EUÔ
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü

IiY¸f Àfa£¹ffY E³f.AfBÊ.¶fe ¹fb.¶fe.E³f IYûOX d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff

1 PHE2627A3122 PME2627WLOB06589 21/2026-27

2 PHE2627A3132 PHE2627WLOB06590 22/2026-27

3 PHE2627A3132 PHE2627WLOB06591 23/2026-27

WXÀ°ff./- (Aþ¹f dÀfÔWX SXfNXüOÞX)
Ad°fdSXöY ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fÔ°ff þ³f

ÀUf. Ad·f. dU·ff¦f þ¹f´fbSX
ÃfZÂf-dõ°fe¹f, þ¹f´fbSXDIPR/C/17666/2026
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ICA/T19140(3)/2026

NEW TOWN KOLKATA
DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY

NOTICE INVITING e-Tender No.:
WBNKDA/28/EE-E/2026-27

Online percentage rate e-Tender has
been invited for the following works:
3. Provision of Flood light with pole,
cable and other necessary at DF
Play Ground under NKDA.

Estimated Amount: Rs. 5,20,608.00.
4. Provision of Luminaries at
Bisharjan Ghat for various
festival under NKDA area, New
Town, Kolkata.

Estimated Amount: Rs. 1,18,033.00
Last date & time of submission of
technical and financial bid (On-line):
24/10/2026 upto 6.00 P.M. Details
available on Website:
https://wbtenders.gov.in &
www.nkdamar.org and the office
notice board of NKDA

Executive Engineer (Electrical)
New Town Kolkata

Development Authority

ICA/T19145(3)/2026 ICA/T19160(3)/2026
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xvtICA/T19149(2)/2026

Pursuant to the auction notice published in
this Newspaper on 14.10.2026 in respect of
borrower M/s B K CONSTRUCTION in Sl.
No. 1 of Branch 054620-MAYABAZAR,
Durgapur, auction scheduled on 20.11.2026
in which please read the correct BID
Increase amount of Property 1 as
Rs.50000.00 instead of Rs.20000.00 and
also BID Increase amount of Property 2 as
Rs.50000.00 instead of Rs.20000.00. Rest
details will remain unchanged.

CORRIGENDUM

Date: 15.10.2026, Place: Durgapur

Asset Recovery Management Branch, Durgapur; Nachan Road, Benachity,
Durgapur-713213, Paschim Bardhaman,W.B. e-mail : cs8222@pnb.bank.in

Authorised Officer

Kolkata



Asadrehman
NewDelhi,October15

THEoFT-rEPEATEDcriticism
againstrahulGandhiusedtobe
that he was an absentee politi-
cian.Now,partyleaderssay,the
seniorCongress leader isevery-
thingeverywhereallatonce.

In the constant loop of Con-
gressprotestsstartinglastweek,
Gandhihasbeenthekeyfigure,
leaders say, from ensuring that
allCongressMPsturnupforthe
demonstrations, to holding
meetingslateintothenightwith
his core team, including sister
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, to get-
tingINDIAblocalliesonboard.

Party leaders credit this
“micro-management” with en-
suring that the protests against
the BJP-led government and
Chief Election Commission
(CEC)Gyaneshkumarhavenot
only drawn a full INDIA bloc
turnout, but also civil society
groupsandstudentactivists.

Theprotestswereplannedin
the wake ofTheIndianExpress
report showing internal rift
withintheElectionCommission
of India over the special Inten-
siverevision(sIr).

speaking toTheIndianEx-
pressThursday evening, Con-
gress MP and general secretary
(organisation)kCVenugopal,a
keypartofplanningtheprotests,
said: “rahul Gandhi ji has been
speakingonissuesrelatedtothe
sIr,irregularitiesintheECIand
Gyaneshkumarbeinganagent
of theBJP,butnotallwerecon-
vinced. After the recent revel-
ationsbythetwoECs, ithasbe-
comeclearthathewasright.”
TheIndianExpressspoke to

severaltopCongressandINDIA
bloc leaders tounderstandhow
one of the party’s most signifi-
cantpushbacksagainsttheModi
governmenthascomeabout.

A source in the Congress
talks of regular meetings be-
tweenGandhiandhiscoreteam,

listing “Vadra, srivatsa (he uses
onlyonename),Alankarsawai,
kBByjuandVenugopal ji”.

sawai is a backroom strat-
egistwhoisregularlyseenflank-
ingGandhiatpublicevents,sri-
vatsa heads Gandhi’s
communication team, Byju
handlessomeofthelogisticalas-
pectsofGandhi’sworksandisa
formerspecialProtectionGroup
officer,whileVenugopal is seen
asGandhi’seyesandears to the
party.“Thesearethepeoplewho
sit and ideate with Gandhi on a
regular basis, and recently, the
meetings have picked up,” a
sourceintheCongresssaid.

oneoftheconclusionsfrom
these discussions was to send a
gentlebutfirmmessagetoCon-
gressMPsmissingfromprotests
onDay1and2,whenINDIAbloc
MPs tried to march to the ECI
headquarters and led a proces-
siontorashtrapatiBhavan.

Before the march to the su-
preme Court Monday, the Gan-
dhi siblings sent a message.
“Party leaders were told that
theyshouldn’tsaytheywerede-
tained by police, and must en-
sure they reach on time,” a
sourcesaid.“Thisiswhywesaw
everyoneinattendance...”

Toensurethatworkerswere

not stopped on the borders, the
Congress made arrangements
forthemtospendsundaynight
in thecity. “TheAkbarroadof-
ficewasopenedup,”saidaCon-
gressMPfromHaryana.Father-
son duo of Bhupinder and
DeependerHoodaopenedtheir
doorstootoaccommodateCon-
gress workers. uttar Pradesh
MPsfollowedsuit.

Earlier,onThursdayandFri-
day last week, Venugopal and
Vadra, along with Jairam ra-
mesh, dialled senior Congress
leaders across states. “We were
told to get to Delhi as soon as
possible, anyhow...,” two senior
Congress leaders, from uP and
Haryana,separatelytoldTheIn-
dianExpress.

Noallyleftout
Gandhi personally reached

out to allies to ensure their par-
ticipation, including Mamata
Banerjee, Akhilesh Yadav, the
CPI(M)’sMABabyandothers.

ThesamajwadiParty,inpar-
ticular, was said to be upset
abouttheGandhisiblings“steal-
ingtheshow”duringthemarch
totheECIoffice,andnotkeeping
anyoneintheloopontheAkash-
waniBhavansit-in.

A source said: “After the sP

didnot sendanyoneontheday
of the march to Jantar Mantar,
rahul ji started calling up top
leadersacrossparties...”

“Venugopal was asked to
speaktothesecond-layerleader-
shipofallies,”asourcesaid.sev-
eral leaders in the TMC, sP and
left said that the protests have
seen “a different” Congress.
“Generally, the Congress has a
big brother approach. But this
time,theyhavemadesuretoin-
cludesmallerparties,eventhose
with just a few MPs, and given
themalmostequalimportance,”
saidaleftMP.

Another MP from the left
appreciated the Congress for
putting them ahead even of its
chief ministers. A proof was
Gandhi ensuring that the open
truckinwhichheledthemarch
to the sC on Tuesday included
alliesandstudentleaders.

A TMC MP said they wel-
comethefactthat“theCongress
was not trying to be one up on
others”. “We have also tried not
tobeoneupontheminreturn.”

Wideningtheumbrella
Thedecisiontogiveanopen

invitationonsundayeveningfor
Monday’smarchtothesupreme
Court was suggested to Gandhi
by one of his core team
members, said sources. subse-
quently,callswentoutfromone
ofthethreepeopleinstrumental
inplanningtheproteststoactiv-
istssuchasYogendraYadavand
student leaders like Neha Bora
oftheCPI(M-l)’sAIsA.

When the replies indicated
that leaders and civil society
members wanted a seat on the
businwhichGandhisandCon-
gress president Mallikarjun
khargewouldtravelsomeofthe
way to the sC, it was immedi-
atelyaccepted.“Theideawasto
make the protest bigger and
bring all anti-Gyanesh kumar
voicestogetherundertheleader-
shipofGandhi,”saidasource.

LokSabhaLoPRahulGandhiwithAISA national presidentNeha
Boraduringahigh teaat the former’s residenceonTuesday. pTi
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howRahul ledtheprotests:fromthe
backroomtofrontfoottohandshakes

l PRoTeST GAINING TRACTIoN Due TowIDeR ReSeNTMeNT oveR ISSueS LIKe INfLATIoN, uNeMPLoyMeNT AND RuRAL DISTReSS, AMoNGoTheRS, SAy BJP LeADeRS

SIRprotests toCong-CJPbonhomie toUPpolls:WhyBJPhas its taskcutout

As THE opposition parties
close their ranks and a new-
found warmth develops be-
tween the Congress and the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
with the protests against Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh kumar over the
specialIntensiverevision(sIr)
row picking momentum, the
ruling BJP seems to be facing
mounting challenges ahead of
thehigh-stakesAssemblyelec-
tions in states like uttar Pra-
deshandPunjab.

Whilenotingthattheyouth
unrest is not merely directed
against Gyanesh kumar or the
sIr, several BJP leaders admit
that the protests gaining trac-
tionreflectawiderresentment

rootedinconcernsovervarious
issuessuchasinflation,unem-
ployment and rural distress,
which have been fuelled by
various domestic and interna-
tionalfactors,includingvolatil-
ity in the markets and global
economicchallenges.

What is apparently worry-
ing the BJP is that the discon-
tentisdrawingpublicattention
and giving the opposition a
“strategic advantage”, party
sourcessaid.

The BJP’s recent electoral
successes, such as in the Guja-
rat local body polls, have been
eclipsed by these protests
which have got national lime-
light and drawn public atten-
tion,party insiders said.

The opposition’s strident
campaignandnarrativesonso-
cial media may not have
changedthe“groundrealities”
in a significant way or dented
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s popularity, but it could
“sow doubts” in the minds of

common citizens about the ef-
ficacyandintegrityof theelec-
tion system and lead to their
questioning of the dispensa-
tion,aseniorBJP leadersaid.

Opp’sunity
TheoppositionINDIAbloc

hasgotashot inthearmbythe
Congress’s increasing empha-
sisonunityamongtheirranks,
with leader of opposition
(loP) rahul Gandhi even ex-
pressinghissolidaritywiththe
CJP leaders.

on Wednesday, rahul tar-
geted the Modi government
after CJP leaders saurav Das
andAshutoshrankaweresent
tojudicialcustody,sayinginan
X post: “Waving the Tricolour
at Jantar Mantar in a peaceful
protest is not a crime. Jailing
youth for it is an act of cowar-
dice.” CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke immediatelyresponded
by thanking him for “speaking
outagainsttheillegalarrest”of
hiscolleagues.

several opposition leaders
campinginDelhisaidtheirpro-
tests have been a “success”,
even as they underlined that
theyhavetoworkhardconsist-
entlytotranslateitintoanelec-
toraladvantage.

BJP’s challenges
While the BJP leaders dis-

missed theprotestsasa“social
media phenomenon for cheap
popularity”,theyadmittedthat
it reflects “frustrations over
multiple issues over which the
party or the government have
nocontrol”.

“There are, of course,
grudges against the govern-
ment,buttheyarenotoversIr

exercise — we have seen it in
Bihar where the voters did not
take the vote chori campaign
seriously despite an intense
campaign by rahul Gandhi.
The youth is worried over the
unemployment situation, es-
peciallyinthecontextofglobal
situations; the middle class is
nervous over the volatile mar-
ketsandfears that their invest-
ments may not yield any
profits. Then there is the price
riseproblem.Andtheruralsec-
tor also has many issues,” said
aseniorBJPMP.

“For the time being, it is
good for us, because the op-
position is not talking about
anyof these issuesbutharping
onsIr.Withthefestivalseason
on,theprotestswouldalsolose
theirsteamasthepublicatten-
tion will shift,” he said, but
agreed that the Winter session
of Parliament, expected to
begin by the third week of No-
vember, could be another op-
portunityfortheoppositionto

rakeupall these issues.
The BJP could, however,

launch a campaign in the
coming days to clear people’s
doubts about the sIr exercise,
saida topparty leader.

Thecurrentpoliticalatmos-
phere, marked by the growing
opposition unity, has already
affected the government’s re-
form agenda, including its at-
temptstopasstheConstitution
Amendment Bill to advance
reservation for women to 2029
—alongwithadelimitationBill
forexpansionoftheloksabha
from 543 MPs up to 850 —
which was defeated in the lok
sabha in the April special
session.

Two other crucial Bills —
the130thConstitutionAmend-
ment Bill, which proposes the
automaticremovalofministers
if they are arrested or detained
for more than 30 days for seri-
ous offences, and the Viksit
Bharat shiksha Adhishthan
(VBsA) Bill, 2025, that seeks to

restructure higher education
regulation in the country —
have also been pending as the
Joint Committees of Parlia-
ment examining them have
beenunabletofinalisetheirre-
portsduetodifferencesamong
theparties.

“WhentheMonsoonsession
began (on July 20), the opposi-
tion parties were in multiple
camps. But it’s different now.
Theircurrentcamaraderieisnot
good news for our legislative
agenda,”saidaBJPinsider.

With the resignation of
union Minister l Murugan
fromboththegovernmentand
the rajya sabha, which set off
fresh speculation about an im-
pending Cabinet reshuffle, a
section of the BJP leaders say
thatinfusingfreshnessintothe
ministry could ease the press-
ure on the party and the gov-
ernment in the perception
battle in the run-up to the As-
semblyelectionsslatedforFeb-
ruary2027.

KarnatakaCMDKShivakumarandLokSabhaLoPRahulGandhi,
alongwithother INDIAbloc leaders, during ‘March forDemocracry’
againstSIRof electoral rolls inNewDelhi, onMonday. pTi

CapitalContext
by LIz MAThew

aweekly lookaTpoliTics in
asTaTe fromThevanTage
poinTofnewDelhi

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi,October 15

AFTErskIPPINGitthisyear,as
the special Intensive revision
was on or being planned in
phases across states, the Elec-
tion Commission on Thursday
announced that it would con-
duct the annual special sum-
maryrevision(ssr)in13states
and three union Territories
where the sIr has been com-
pleted,andAssam,whereithad
decidednottoconductthesIr.

The EC wrote to the Chief
Electoral officers of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Assam,
Bihar,Chhattisgarh,Goa,Guja-
rat,kerala,lakshadweep,Mad-
hya Pradesh, Manipur, Pudu-
cherry, Punjab, rajasthan,
TamilNadu,uttarPradesh,ut-
tarakhand and West Bengal,
saying the ssr with the qual-
ifying date of January 1, 2027
would be conducted from No-
vember.Assemblyelectionsare
due in Punjab, uttar Pradesh,
uttarakhand, Manipur and
Goaearlynextyear.

“…in order to facilitate the
enrolment of eligible electors
withreferencetothequalifying
date of 1st January, 2027 along
with seeking advance applica-
tions for the three subsequent
qualifyingdatesof1stApril, 1st
July & 1st october, 2027, the
Commission hereby directs
that the existing electoral rolls
shall be revised by conducting
a special summary revision
(ssr)…,” theECwrote.

Asperthessrschedule,the
draft rolls will be published on
November 12, after which

claimsandobjectionswillbein-
vitedtillDecember11.Thefinal
rollswillbepublishedonJanu-
ary4,2027.TheECalsosaidthat
political parties would get
copiesofthedraftandfinalelec-
toral rolls of the ssr in “read-
ablePDF”format,asopposedto
theearlier imagePDFformat.

“In states/uTs where sIr is
going on or has just been com-
pleted(viz.AndhraPradesh,Ar-
unachal Pradesh, Chandigarh,
DadraandNagarHaveli,Daman
and Diu, Haryana, Jharkhand,
karnataka, Maharashtra, Meg-
halaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
NCT of Delhi, odisha, sikkim,
Tripura, and Telangana), the
schedule for ssr will be an-
nounced later. Also, for the 3
states/uTs namely Himachal
Pradesh,Jammu&kashmirand
ladakh,wheresIrhasnotbeen
started so far, schedule for roll
revision will be announced in
keeping in view their weather
conditions,”theECsaid.

While the EC’s centralised
software to flag “logical dis-
crepancies”inthesIrhasbeen
underthescanner, for thessr,
the EC is likely to return to its
earlier software that flags “de-
mographically similar entries
and photographically similar
entries (DsE/PsE)”. This had
notbeenusedduring thesIr.

In the instructions to the
CEos on Thursday, the EC
wrote: “Confirmed cases of
DsE/PsEs, permanently
shifted and deceased may be
removedonlyafterForm7isre-
ceived from the elector or near
relative/family member (in
caseofdeceased).”
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PatontheBack
DURINGHIS farewell from
theMinistryof Information
andBroadcasting,Union
MinisterofStateLMurugan
receivedhighpraise from
his senior colleague
AshwiniVaishnaw, it is
learnt.Muruganresigned
fromhisministerialpost
andRajyaSabhaseat earlier
thisweek to return toTamil
Naduanddedicatehimself
to strengthening theBJP
there.LaudingMurugan,
Vaishnawsaidhemayhave
beenhis junior colleague in
theministry,buthe feared
himinParliamentashewas
tough fromwithin, even
thoughhealwaysworea
smile.VaishnawandMuru-
ganalsoexchangedpleas-
antries inTamil, drawinga
thunderous response from
thegathering, it is learnt.

Counterplay
FROMAI-GENERATED
content to skits in ‘GenZ
settings’ suchas
classroomsandcampuses,
videos takingon theBJP’s
political rivalswill playa
significant role in the
party’s bid to counter the
Opposition“propaganda”
against theElectionCom-
mission’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, party sources said.
Likely tobe ledbyBJPna-
tionalpresidentNitin
Nabin, theparty’s attempt
to clear theair around the
SIRexercisewill see abar-
rageof content custom-
made for socialmediaplat-
forms suchas Instagram
andXaswell asmessaging
apps likeWhatsApp, the
sources said.Manyof the
BJP’s official handleshave
alreadycaughton to the
trendevenas theparty is in
the final stagesofmoulding
agrassroots-level outreach
on the issue.

international
DeepUtsav
FORTHEDeepUtsav in
Ayodhya in the firstweekof
November, the Indian
missionsabroadhaveem-
barkedonadrive to invite
internationalRamayana
groups,whowill behosted
inAyodhya for the festival.
While theevent is beingor-
ganisedby theUttar
Pradeshgovernment, the
MinistryofExternal
Affairs' culturalwing—the
IndianCouncil forCultural
Relations—ismakingar-
rangements for thevisit of
the international artists,
whowill later be takenona
tourof other religious sites
in the state.

Delhi
ConfiDential

Annualrevisionof
rolls in13states,3
UTswhereSIRis
over, sayspollbody

Sohinighosh
NewDelhi,October 15

THE DElHI High Court on
Thursdayrecordedanassurance
from the Delhi Police that it
wouldtakeactionagainstCock-
roachJanataParty(CJP)andits
founder Abhijeet Dipke, after a
public interest litigation raised
concerns that the group’s
planned protest at Connaught
Place on Friday could disrupt
businessactivityinthearea.

The court was hearing the
plea by Delhi resident Anil
kumar Gupta who claimed he
wasespousingthecauseofstreet
vendors and small traders
whosebusinesses“havebeense-
verely hampered and affected
by regular protests and agita-
tions in and around the Jantar
Mantar area”. Gupta was also
seeking that the court issue di-
rectionstoppingtheprotest.The
court,however,didnotpassany
directiononthis.

onWednesday,Dipkegavea
call for people to assemble at
CentralParkinConnaughtPlace
to demonstrate that “waving a
Tiranga is not a crime”. His call
came after CJP leaders saurav
Das and Ashutosh ranka were
placed under preventive arrest
forallegedlybreachingsecurity
andentering theJantarMantar

protest site on Tuesday morn-
ing, and managing to raise the
Tricolour. Thecourtnotedthat
Dipke was served the PIl in ad-
vance. The petitioner also
pointed out that he had not ap-
peared before the court on
Thursday.

The bench of Acting Chief
JusticeNitinsambreandJustice

sanjay sharma recorded in its
order, “When confronted, the
Additional solicitor General
(AsG)assuresthattheapprehen-
sion of the petitioner shall be
takencareofastherespondents
have taken enough steps in the
matter to control and regulate
the activity of respondent no. 6
(Cockroach Janata Party)... The
assuranceistakenonrecord.”

senior advocate sacchin
Puri, appearing for the peti-
tioner, as well as AsG Chetan
sharma, pressed that action be
takennotonlyagainstDipkebut
also his associates. “It may not
beagain,averydeviousplan,to
evadethelaw.It(Theorder)may
say‘respondent6andhisassoci-
ates’, because they will say, ‘ok
i’minjuncted,butmyright-hand
manwillcontinue(theprotest)’,”
AsG sharma said. Puri added,
“letitspecificallyrestrain(CJP)
and his associates so that we
haveacaseofcriminalcontempt
tomorrow”.TheAsGassentedto

the submission, adding, “That
positiveorderwillservethepur-
poseandtakecareoftherightful
apprehensions.”

ACJ,sambre,howeverorally
remarked that including CJP
willincludeitsofficebearersand
others. Puri, expressing his ap-
prehension, said, “I’m seeking
specific directions for tomor-
row’s protest at CP which is not
adesignatedprotestsite.. illegal
protest has been called in the
heartofCP...”“Whatelsedoyou
expect, they have denotified
JantarMantar,”ACJsambrere-
marked. However, Puri con-
tendedthatitisnotaboutJantar
Mantar anymore but rather the
disruption the protest would
causeatCP.“(It’sa)festivalweek-
end,they’llbecompletelyonthe
street...,”Puriargued.

The court, in its order, re-
corded the police’s assurance
thatlawfulnecessaryactionwill
be taken against CJP ahead of
theprotest.

CJP’S ‘LEhrA DO TirANgA’ MArCh TODAy

WillactagainstCJP:PolicetoHC

Securitypersonnel deployed inConnaughtPlaceonThursday
eveningaheadofCJP's 'LehraDoTiranga'march. Tashi Tobgyal

AlokSingh
NewDelhi,October 15

THE CoCkroACH JantaParty
(CJP)andtheAllIndiastudents’
Association (AIsA) Thursday
condemned the police action
against protesters carrying the
national flag at Jantar Mantar
andcalledforamassflag-hoist-
ing programme at Connaught
Place on october 16, as part of
their ongoing movement
against alleged irregularities in
the special Intensive revision
(sIr)ofelectoralrolls.

Addressingajointpresscon-
ferenceatthePressClubofIndia,
CJP founder and national con-
venor Abhijeet Dipke ques-
tionedPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi’s "support" forChiefElec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) Gya-
nesh kumar, alleging that re-
strictions imposed in the
national capital and the deten-
tion of protesters raised ques-

tionsaboutthegovernment’sin-
tentions. “You have even called
unfurling the Tricolour a viol-
ationoflaw.Forwhom?ForGya-
nesh kumar? What is Gyanesh
kumargivingNarendraModi?”
Dipkealleged.

“YouhavebroughtDelhitoa
standstill, shut down the rail-
ways, shutdowntheMetroand
turned Delhi into a border, like
theIndia-Pakistanborder,”heal-
leged.“Youhavecalledinallthe
forces to Delhi. student organ-
isationshavebeendragged, the
opposition has been dragged,
andformerChiefMinistershave
been dragged through the
streets.All this foroneGyanesh
kumar?”hesaid.

Questioning the CEC’s role,
DipkeaskedwhythePrimeMin-
ister was "providing him with
such protection" and alleged
that the Election Commission’s
actions could benefit the ruling
partyelectorally.

‘Turned Delhi into India-Pak
border... for Gyanesh Kumar’

Dipke,BohraaddressapressbriefingonThursday. Tashi Tobgyal

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi,October 15

HoursAFTErlawyer-activist
Prashant Bhushan told the
press that “we want a regime
change”andAIsA leaderNeha
Bora referred to the Gen Z
movement in Bangladesh as
having“showntheway”forone
inIndia,theBJPhitbacksaying
“their sole intention is to stage
acoup in thecountry”.

In a video message, Bora,
who has emerged as one of the
faces of the ongoing protests
against the Election Commis-
sion’s special Intensive revi-
sion(sIr)said,“…weknowthat
the Gen Z movement we are
seeing in this country first
startedinBangladeshandcon-
gratulationstoyouforshowing
ustheway.” Borasaidthe“fight
for democratic and voter
rights” in Bangladesh, which
led to the ouster of the sheikh
Hasina government, was
India’s causenow.

on the other hand, Bhu-
shan,atapressconference,an-
nounced: “Yes,wewantregime
change...Whatiswronginthis?
I am saying today that yes, it is
abattle forregimechange,and
wewill get itdoneanyhow.”

BJPmediaco-convenerand
nationalspokespersonPradeep
Bhandari said, “When rahul
Gandhi was taking out his
march,hemadeNehaBorathe
face…This means that Neha
Bora shares rahul Gandhi’s
ideology…Bora said that she is
inspired by the Bangladesh
movementandwantsthesame
thing tohappen in India...”

BJP MP sambit Patra said,
“Prashant Bhushan ji said this
fight is for regime change and
they will not rest until they
bring about regime change...
Their sole intention is to stage
a coup in the country...to
somehow form their own gov-
ernment without fighting an
election.”

Wewantregime
change,says
Bhushan;BJP
hitsback: ‘Out
tostageacoup’

Kolkata
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER
11 GORKHA RIFLES REGIMENTAL CENTRE

Indian Army and 11 Gorkha Rifles Salutes its brave

heart, No 9422948 Late Rfn Shyam Rai, SM of 3/11

GR, who made supreme sacrifice during OP Rakshak

(J&K) on 16 Oct 2001.

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and All Ranks

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
Jawan Constable Bipasa Mondal on his
Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained
fatal injuries in a grenade blast triggered
by militants in Srinagar area, J&K and
later succumbed to his injuries.
Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
Jawan Constable Javed Ali on his Balidan
Diwas. On this day, he sustained fatal
bullet injuries while fighting militants in
Bandipur area, J&K and made ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty.
Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
Jawan Head Constable K P Pradhan on
his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
sustained fatal bullet injuries while
fighting militants in Baramulla area, J&K.
He fought bravely and made ultimate

sacrifice in the line of duty. His sacrifice and gallant action have been
aptly recognized by GOI by awarding him with PMG (Posthumously).

Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
Officer Sh. B S Rathore, Deputy
Commandant on his Balidan Diwas. On
this day, he sustained fatal bullet injuries
while fighting militants in area of
Karannagar, Srinagar (J&K). He fought

bravely and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. His sacrifice and
gallant action have been aptly recognized by GOI by awarding him
with PPMG (Posthumously).

CONSTABLE
BIPASA
MONDAL

110 BN BSF
01.11.1967
– 16.10.1992

CONSTABLE
JAVED ALI
11 BN BSF
04.03.1973
– 16.10.1999

HEAD
CONSTABLE
K P PRADHAN,

PMG
162 BN BSF
15.04.1953 –
16.10.1995

SH B S
RATHORE,
DC, PPMG
61 BN BSF
01.04.1945 –
16.10.2000

Sd/-
General Manager (DAS)

BESCOM

BESCOM invites tender against enquiry Nos: BESCOM/
2026-27/IND0280-Package I & BESCOM/2026-27/IND0281-
Package II for “Providing Communication Technology and
Solution for SCADA operations for DAS Expansion Project''.
Bid Documents will be available: 17.10.2026, 16:00 Hrs
onwards. Last date for Submission of queries: 30.10.2026
upto 11:00 Hrs. Last date for Bid Submission: 16.11.2026
upto 16:00Hrs.BidDocumentwill be openedon: 18.11.2026,
11:00 Hrs onwards.
The Tenders can be obtained through KPP portal from the
website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Aspiring Bidders need
to register on KPP portal. Bidders can take assistance of KPP
helpdesk: +91 80 46010000, +91 80 68948777 or email at
support@eprochelpdesk.com.

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLYCOMPANY LIMITED
(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)

(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

For Electricity related complaints call: 1912
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
(Through KPP portal only)

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad²fVff¿fe Ad·f¹f³°ff, ÀffUÊþd³fIY d³f¸ffÊ¯f
dU·ff¦f d³f¸ffÊ¯f J¯OX, þ¹f´fbSX

IY¸ffÔIY :-1226 dQ³ffÔIY :- 12.10.26

BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 37/2026-27 ´fiIYfVf³f ¶ff¶f°fÐ
Bids for Building Construction / Maintenance works are invited from interested bidders upto
22-10-2026 (06.00 PM) Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
http://sppp.raj.nic.in and http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

S.NO UBN NO. S.NO UBN NO.
1 PWD2627WSOB14878 2 PWD2627WSOB14879
3 PWD2627WSOB14880 4 PWD2627WSOB14881
5 PWD2627WSRC14882 6 PWD2627WSOB14883
7 PWD2627WSOB14884 8 PWD2627WSOB14885
9 PWD2627WSOB14886 10 PWD2627WSOB14887
11 PWD2627WSOB14888 12 PWD2627WSOB14889
13 PWD2627WSOB14890 14 PWD2627WSOB14891

WXÀ°ff/-
(¸fû³ff IbY¸ffSXe ¦fb~f)

Ad²fVff¿fe Ad·f¹f³°ff
DIPR/C/17743/2026 Àff.d³f.dU. d³f¸ffÊ¯f J¯OX, þ¹f´fbSX

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN,
STATE NEET UGMEDICAL/DENTAL COUNSELING BOARD-2026,

SMS MEDICAL COLLEGE, JAIPUR
Email- chairmanneetug2026@gmail.com

No. State-UG Counselling Board-2026/229 Date:- 15-10-2026
NOTIFICATION

State UGMEDICAL/DENTALADMISSION BOARD-2026 (Stray Vacancy Round)
The procedure for state UG Medical/Dental Admission Board-2026 Stray vacancy Round
will commence from 16/10/2026 as per the detailed schedule available at
www.ug.neetrajasthan.com
The candidates are advised to visit the website for all details and further updates.

Sd/-
DIPR/C/17819/2026 Chairman

Kolkata
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GUWAHATI SMART CITY LTD.
(Formerly Guwahati Smart City Development Agency Ltd.)

(CIN U45309AS2016SGC017403)
04th Floor, Aditya Tower, Opp. Down Town Hospital, G.S. Road, Guwahati-781006

E-mail: mdsmartguwahati@gmail.com, Website: www.gscl.assam.gov.in
SPV/GSCL/DEV/250/2026/168

Tender Notice
National Competitive Bidding

MD, GSCL invites Request for Proposal for Selection of Consultant for preparation of DPR for
Rejuvenation and Development of the Bharalu Riverfront, Guwahati with PMC cost of Rs 3.5 Crore incl.
of GST.
The detail tender documents will be available in the e-Tendering portal: www.assamtenders.gov.in &
www.gscl.assam.gov.in from date 15.10.2026 after 6PM. Tenders are to be submitted online through the
e-procurement portal www.assamtenders.gov.in only.
The last date of online bid submission date is 12.11.2026 upto 15:00 hrs. The hard copy of the bids will
be received till 13.11.2026 upto 14:00 hrs.
Those tenders will be rejected which have not been submitted online.

Sd/-
Managing Director

Guwahati Smart City Limited

ananthakrishnang
NewDelhi,October 15

InAsignificantruling,theSu-
premeCourtonThursdayheld
that a person who converts
from the hindu social order
cannotclaimaffirmativeaction
basedonpre-conversionstatus.
The court refused to inter-

ferewithaJune25judgmentof
theMadrashighCourtwhich
held that a person converting
toIslamcannotclaimstatusof
aBackwardClasscategoryMus-
lim.
“Backwardness suffered in

theantecedentsocialordercan-
notbyitselfbecarriedforward
so as to confer upon him the
statusofabackwardclassinthe
religion towhich he has con-
verted,”thebenchofJusticesP
KMishraandShreeChandras-
hekharsaid.
Thebench said that by vir-

tue of paragraph three of the
Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1950, a person
whoprofesses a religionother
thanhinduism,Buddhismor
Sikhism cannot be deemed a
member of the Scheduled
Caste. “Consequently, upon
conversion to a religion not
specified therein, suchperson
ceasestopossesstheScheduled
Caste status attached to his
antecedent caste and cannot
claim any affirmative action
benefitofthebackwardclass…
,”thebenchsaid.
“Aperson’spre-conversion

casteorcommunitystatuscan-
notmerely,byreasonofconver-

sion,betransposedintomem-
bership of a distinct notified
backwardclass community in
the post-conversion social
order. Social backwardness
which forms the basis of the
person’spre-conversionstatus
cannotbyitselffurnishthelegal
foundationforconferringupon
membershipofadifferentnoti-
fiedbackwardclasscommunity
after conversion,” it added.
The petitioner, earlier a

hindu,laterconvertedtoIslam.
hemarriedawomanasper Is-
lamicritesandcustomsin2016,
andhad two children.he ap-
plied for a community certifi-
cate showinghimas “Muslim
Lebbai”.
The tehsildar rejected his

application, prompting the
petitionertoapproachtheMad-
rashC.Upholding the tehsil-
dar’s order, thehCdeclared a
2024Tamilnadugovernment

order granting reservation in
suchcasesasunconstitutional.
TheSupremeCourtupheld

thehCrulingandsaidthegov-
ernmentorder“cannotbesus-
tained and has been rightly
quashedbythehighCourt”.“It
creates an artificial route by
which a personmoves froma
pre-conversionsocialorback-
wardsocialorderintoanotified
Muslimbackwardclasswithout
establishing thenecessary so-
cial and legal link. Therefore,
thedeclarationmadebythehC
thattheimpugnedgOisunsus-
tainable in law calls for no in-
terference,” the court ruled.
The hC had said that a

hindumanconvertingtoIslam
wouldpass off as “an exercise
of one’s fundamental right
underArticle 25 of theConsti-
tution of India”. “But when,
aftersuchmetamorphosis,the
convertee continues to claim
the benefit of reservation, it
triggers yet another conversa-
tion, nay debate, on the legit-
imacy and legality of suchde-
mand.”
TheSC judgement also ad-

dressedquestionsofbackward
classwhenaconvertreconverts
to the original religion. It said
that“whereapersonafterhav-
ing converted fromthehindu
socialordertoanon-hinduso-
cialorderandsubsequentlyre-
converts to the hindu social
order, the question of his en-
titlementtoaffirmativeaction
under Article 16(4) cannot be
determined merely by refer-
encetohisantecedentstatus.”

Thecourtsaid“suchentitle-
mentwould require an inde-
pendent,fact-specificdetermi-
nation by the competent
authorityastowhethertheorig-
inalcasteorsocial identityhas
genuinelyreviveduponrecon-
versionandwhethertheperson
satisfies theapplicableconsti-
tutionalandlegalrequirements
for such affirmative action.”
The bench said “no statu-

torybenefit,protection, reser-
vationorotherentitlementcan
beclaimedorextendedmerely
onthebasisofsuchantecedent
membership after the person
has converted to Islam,Chris-
tianityoranyothernon-hindu
socialorder.”
The judgementsaid that “a

communitycertificateisdecla-
ratoryof,anddoesnotcreateor
confer,thestatuswhichitpur-
ports torecognise.neither the
issuance of a community cer-
tificate nor an executive in-
struction can enlarge,modify
or dispensewith the substan-
tive constitutional and statu-
tory conditions governing
membershipoftheclassoren-
titlement to the benefits at-
tachedthereto.”
Affirming the conclusions

of thehighCourt, the SC said
that“apersonwhoconverts to
Islam does not, by that act
alone,becomeamemberofany
oneofthesevennotifiedBack-
ward Class Muslim commu-
nities in the State.his former
communitystatuscannotauto-
matically be transposed into
theMuslimBackwardClass”.

ShajuPhilip
Thiruvananthapuram,
October 15

TUeSDAy’SFIReinaresiden-
tial building inBochum,ger-
many,hascutshortthelivesof
three young Indians fromKe-
ralam,turningtheirdreamsof
building new careers in a for-
eign land into a tragedy just
months andweeks after they
arrivedthere.
The three are Anjali S Joy

(27) fromKollam,nova Sabu
(25) from Idukki, and Sivin
Johny (25) from ernakulam.
germannewsagencyDeut-

schePresse-Agenturreporteda
fire broke out in a residential
buildinginBochum—517-km
drive from Berlin — around
4:15amlocaltimeonTuesday.
Itsaidpolicearresteda41-year-
old resident, a Romanian na-
tional,onsuspicionofmurder.
It was on Wednesday the
families inKeralamfoundout
about theirdaughtersandson.
Anjali went togermany to

work in a warehouse in July
thisyear.herfather,Joy,retired
from the agriculture depart-
ment,andhermother,Sheela,
from the registration depart-
ment. “every day she used to
call her parents. As usual, she
called themonMondaynight
too. But on Tuesday night,
when she did not call, Joy
dialledAnjali.Whentherewas
no response, Joy alerted a
relativeworking50kilometres
away. he rushed to Bochum
and found out about the tra-

gedy,” said Prasanna Pius, a
friendofthefamilyandalocal
panchayatmember.
Anjali leftKeralamforger-

manyafterherattemptstofind
her dream job as a school-
teacherwentinvain.Sheholds
a Bachelor of education de-
gree... Anjali taught at private
tuitioncentresbeforeflyingto
germany to build a new ca-
reer,”saidPrasanna.
SivinJohnwasfromInyor-

dahanapuramnearKalady in
ernakulam and is the son of
farmerKonooranJohnandthe
lateLissy.“hehadgonetoger-
many on awork visa andwas
slatedtojointhejobonOctober
12.Sivin’syoungerbrotherSal-
vinisanursingstudentinger-
many...Sivinhasbeenstaying
withhisbrother.hehadlefthis
passportandotherdocuments
withhisbrother...Thatledtoa
delay in identifyinghisbody,”
saidKaladipanchayatmember
LekhaValsan.
novaSabu,anativeofShan-

thigramvillage in Idukki, left
for germany to build a career
as a gym trainer. She is the
daughterofretiredpolicesub-
inspector Sabu and junior
healthinspectorJyothi. “...We
heard fromKeralites living in
the region that the apartment
was set on fire followingadis-
pute involving a building
owner... The fire and rescue
teamfoundthemunconscious
afterinhalingsmoke.Theydid
notsufferburns,asperreports
fromKeralites inthevicinity,”
saidherrelativeSajeev.

Cannotclaimreservation
afterconversion:Topcourt

Dreamstookthree
Keralamyouthto
Germany,deadly fire
cutshort their lives

Sc RefuSeS To InTeRfeRewITh June 25 JudgMenTofMadRaS hIghcouRT

Backwardness
suffered inthe

antecedentsocial
ordercannotbyitself
becarriedforwardso
astoconferupon
himthestatusofa
backwardclass inthe
religiontowhichhe
hasconverted.”
JuSTIceSPKMIShRaand
ShReechandRaSheKhaR
SuPremeCourTBenCh

ShubhajitRoy
NewDelhi,October 15

AFTeRAteenagerwithwhite
supremacistviewswasarrested
for allegedly plotting a “mass
shooting” at ahindu place of
worship in Illinois, India said
onThursday that the incident
addsto“growingconcernsover
racist hostility and anti-India
hate intheUS”.
newDelhisaiditexpectsUS

authorities to “thoroughly in-
vestigate the matter, bring
thoseresponsibletojustice,and
takeallnecessarymeasures to
preventsuchincidents”.
AlexandrosPaporakis,19,of

PalatinevillageinIllinois,was
arrested on October 11 and
chargedwithmakingaterrorist
threatandunlawfulpossession
of aweapon. According to in-
vestigators, the youth tried to
open fire “potentially target-
ing” the place of worship in
Auroracityearlierthatday,but
his gun jammed, forcing him
to drive back home—amove
thatpreventedamassmurder.
In newDelhi, Ministry of

externalAffairs(MeA)Spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal re-
sponded sharply: “We are
deeplyconcernedbyreportsof
an alleged plot to carry out a
mass shooting targeting a
hindu temple in the Aurora
area of Illinois. The reported
anti-hindu and racist nature
of the alleged plot, including

references to violence against
peopleof Indianorigin, ispar-
ticularlydisturbing.”
“Wehave takennoteof the

actiontakenbyUSlawenforce-
mentauthorities,includingthe
arrestanddetentionofthesus-
pect and the charges brought
againsthim,”hesaid.
Jaiswalsaid,“Thisincident

addstogrowingconcernsover
racist hostility and anti-India
hate in theUS.There is aneed
for greater vigilance, zero tol-
erance for hate-motivated vi-
olence, anddecisive action to
ensure thesafetyandsecurity
of Indiancommunity.”
“We expect US authorities

to thoroughly investigate the
matter,bringthoseresponsible
tojustice,andtakeallnecessary
measurestopreventsuchinci-
dents,”hesaid.
Palatine Police detectives

examined electronic com-
munications and adocument
attributed to Paporakis titled
“WhyIFought:A.K.A.:(Aurora
Shooter'sManifesto)”, which
contained “statements ex-
pressing white supremacist
and extremist ideologies, in-
cludingreferencestoviolence
directedtowardindividualsof
SouthAsianheritage,particu-
larly thoseof Indiandescent”.
ThedetectivesbelievePapora-
kismayhavebeenplanningto
carry out the attack onOct 11.

(WITHPTI InPuTsFrOm
neWYOrK)

India flags ‘growing
racisthostility’after
massshootingplot
atUSHindutemple

ShubhamTigga
Ranchi,October 15

TheReWASnothingalarming
about Aditya Kumar's video
call. Itwasafterdinner,andhis
father Vaishnav Dev Kumar
hadalreadysettledin.“hetold
mehe had biryani for dinner,”
Kumar, a police sub-inspector
intheBiharPolice,toldTheIn-
dianExpress.“Iaskedhimifhe
neededmoney or was facing
anydifficulty.hesaidno.Itold
him if he wantedme to come
down to see him, I would. he
said there was no need, that
he’d already booked tickets
homeonOctober 18.”
That was the last time the

familyheard fromhim.OnOc-
tober 10, 19-year-oldDalit stu-
dentAdityaKumarwas found
hanging fromtheceiling fan in
hishostelattheIIIT,Ranchi.
Thedeathtriggeredprotests,

withstudentsaccusingtheinsti-
tuteofnegligenceanddemand-
ing the resignation of director
RajivSrivastava.
Thepolicesaidthepostmor-

temreport attributed thedeath
tosuicideandthattheywerein-
vestigatingthecase.
Inapublic statement tostu-

dentsonWednesday,Srivastava
saidhewouldbeon leaveuntil
theinquirywascompleted.“Any
lapsesandthoseinvolvedwillbe
heldaccountable,includingmy-
self.Unfortunately,thesituation
escalatedbeyondcontrol...Iwill
be on leave, and the additional
director will assume charge
shortly,”hestated.
Thefamilyallegedapossible

cover-up. “When I approached
Khilgaonpolice station, an of-
ficeraskedmetoremovethedi-
rector's name, but I didn’t,”
Kumarsaid.
Thepolicesaidtheyhadreg-

isteredacaseofunnaturaldeath
and that no changes hadbeen
madetothecomplaint.
A first-year student fromBi-

har’sPurniadistrict,Adityalived
onIIIT’scampusinKhilgaon,on
theoutskirtsofRanchi.At11pm,
whilethefamilywasasleep,they
receivedacall fromoneofAdi-
tya’s roommates. “he toldus to
comedown to Jharkhand im-
mediately.AsIwasheadedtothe
railway station, I got a call from
thecollegemanagement—they
toldmeAdityawasnomore.”
Studentswho spoke toThe

IndianExpressallegedlapsesby
themanagement.According to
one student,Adityawent tohis
roomafter10pm.Whenhishos-
telmates receivedno response
to repeatedknocks, theybroke
openthedoor.Onestudentsaid
Aditya still had a faint pulse
whentheyfoundhim.
“The powerwas out in the

hostel at that time, and the lift
was not working. We had to
carry him down the stairs,”
RatanTiwari,aflatmate,said.

Students alleged that al-
thoughanambulancewasavail-
able on campus, themanage-
ment struggled to locate its
driver andkeys. “Therewasno
power, no oxygen tank in the
ambulance, and no driver,”
Tiwarisaid.
Adityawaseventuallytaken

to a private hospital, where he
wasdeclareddead.
The family alleged “resis-

tance”whenittriedtogetanFIR
registered. “I learnt that anUn-
naturalDeathReporthadbeen
filed insteadof anFIR,”Kumar
said.nirbhayKumar, in-charge
ofKhilgaonpolice station, said:
“If the investigationestablishes
themanagement’s culpability,
theUD case can be converted
intoanFIR.”
In anOctober 12 order, the

UnionMinistry of education
said the incident warranted
closerexaminationoftheimple-
mentation of its guidelines on
emotional and mental well-
beingathighereducation insti-
tutions.Thecommitteehastwo
weekstosubmititsfindings.The
nationalhumanRights Com-
mission has also taken cogni-
sanceofthedeath.
Meanwhile, the college

management said a three-
memberteamwouldarriveina
day or two and that students
should choose their represen-
tativestomeet.
AccordingtoAnilAlok,vice-

presidentoftheStudents’Coun-
cil,theprotestshavebeencalled
off as the investigation con-
tinues.
Kumar expressed dissatis-

factionwith theprobeandsaid
hemight approach the court.
“My family has lost faith... But
we will do everything in our
power to ensure justice for our
son,”hesaid.

First-yearstudentAdityaKumar
wasfounddeadonOctober10

EXPRESSspecial

At IIITRanchi, a suicide,
protests&allegationsof
institutional failure

PressTrustof India
Shimla,October 15

FReShSnOWFALLoccurred
inthehigherreachesofLahaul
andSpiti,ChambaandKangra
districtsofhimachalPradesh,
while lowandmiddle hills re-
ceived intermittent rains on
Thursday,officialssaid.
Snowfall waswitnessed in

ShinkuLa,BaralachaLa,Kun-
zumLa,Koksar,Jispa,Keylong
andgondlainLahaulandSpiti,
SuralandSachPassinChamba,
and theDhauladhar ranges in
Kangradistrict.
The snowfallhasincreased

travel risks due to slippery
roads at high-altitude passes,
officials said. Roads from
Rohtang Pass to Sarchu, Dar-
cha to Shinku La, andgram-
phutoBatalhavebeenclosed.
In view of theweather condi-
tions and safety concerns, of-

ficials said movement of all
types of vehicles towards
Shinku La, Baralacha La and
Kunzum La had been sus-
pended. Lahaul-Spiti Police
have advised tourists and the
general public to avoid un-
necessarytravel.

Freshsnowfall inhigher
reachesofHimachal; several
mountainpassesareclosed

Vehicles ply on a snow-
covered road near the Atal Tun-
nel in Kullu, Himachal Pradesh,
on Thursday. PTI

ShubhajitRoy
NewDelhi,October 15

CALLIngInDIA’Sproposal for
a ceasefire in the Black Sea re-
giona“symbol”ofa“bigglobal
player”, Lindy Cameron, the
outgoingBritishhighCommis-
sioner to India, said Thursday
that theUKhas identified “de-
fence,securityandtechnology”
asthepillarsofbilateraltiesand
wantstoparticipateinMake-in-
India programmes in the de-
fenceandaerospacesector.
In an exclusive interview

with The Indian Express,
Cameron,whoissettobecome
PermanentUnder-Secretaryof
the Foreign, Commonwealth
andDevelopmentOfficeof the
UnitedKingdom(equivalentto
India’s Foreign Secretary), de-
scribed the UK-India “trade
deal” as the high point of her
Delhi stint, the effort of “turn-
ing it into a wider and deeper
relationship between the two
countries, and really impor-
tantly seeing that as a future-
facingrelationship”.
On India’s proposal on the

Russia-Ukraine war, she said,
“Forme, this symbolises that
moveby India tobeaplayer in
awiderconversationwhere,of
course, Indiahas an extraordi-
naryandreallydiversesetofre-
lationships to build on, some
quite unique.” India has put
forward a proposal to end at-
tacks in the Black Sea region,
andallowmovementofgrains.
On the defence sector,

Cameron said, “The proudest
moment I have is seeing Rolls
Royce genuinely in a position
tomake an absolutely world-

leadingoffer,notonlybesttime
to first flight, but also really
amazing IP (intellectual prop-
erty)transferasapotentialcan-
didate for building India’s fu-
turecombat jetengine.”
Asked about the change of

guardintheUK—KeirStarmer
makingwayforAndyBurnham
— she said, “We have seen
changes in UK politics, and
that’sforpoliticiansratherthan
measacivilservant.Butwhat’s
been constant is the impor-
tanceof India.”
On the friction points be-

tween the two countries, she
said,“Wehavearelationshipof
depthandtrustthatmeansthat
the sore points are things we
can discuss privately.We have
tough conversations, but we
have them in private, and we
have themwith friends.”
On the key learnings that

shetakeshome,Cameronsaid,
“I will takewithme an under-
standingofIndia’sworldview.I
thinkwhenyousitinDelhi,you
sit inadifferentgeography.”

KeenonMake-in-India
indefence, aerospace:
OutgoingUKenvoy

Outgoing British High
Commissioner to India Lindy
Cameron

SushantKulkarni&
MahenderSinghManral
Pune,NewDelhi,October 15

TheCBIhassoughtdocuments
onall the contractshandledby
AnilKumar,theexecutiveDirec-
tor of Pune-headquarteredde-
fencePSUMunitions India Li-
mited (MIL), adayafterhewas
arrested on bribery charges,
alongwithhis brother and the
CeOofaprivatecompany.
The CBI, which claims to

have seizedoverRs 2.2 crore in
cash,isalsoprobingifKumardis-
closed sensitive information
concerningdefenceproduction,
procurementandotherstrategi-
cally important activities. In a

press statement, the CBI said
Kumar“indulgedinthedemand
andacceptanceof illegalgratifi-
cationinexchangeforextending
officialfavours”.
Sourcessaidthatatip-offre-

ceivedonOctober12regardinga
Rs500crorecontractawardedto
M/S SMPP Ltd led the CBI to
Kumar.SMPPCeOandDirector
AshishKansal isnowunderar-
rest,alongwithKumar’sbrother
Bharshvardhan,with theCBI
also looking into the roleofKu-
mar’swifeChetnashriandSMPP
employeeRavitKumarTewatia,
whoarenamedintheFIR.
MIL is a key defence PSU

manufacturingawide rangeof
ammunition,explosives,propel-

lantsandhigh-energymaterials.
SMPPLtd isa leadingcompany
indronetechnologyandmanu-
facturing of ammunition, and
had won the Rs 500 crore
contract to supplyammunition
toMILforayear.
TheCBI claimed seizure of

Rs1.73crorefromKumar’sprem-
ises inPune,withRs50 lakh in
cashand“incriminating”docu-
ments seized fromproperties
saidtobelinkedtoKumar,inMy-
suru,BengaluruandDelhi. “We
are taking legal opinionandas-
sessing the bank accounts of
Kumar,hiswifeandotherfamily
members.Wemaybookthemin
a freshcaseofdisproportionate
assets,”asourcesaid.

DefencePSUchiefheldbyCBIon
graftcharge,all contractsunder lens
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IDBIstakesale:Welcome
signal,buildonit

oNWeDNeSDAY,thelongdrawnoutdisinvestmentof
IDBIBankwasfinallyclearedbytheCabinetCommit-
tee oneconomicAffairs. The “strategic buyer”, To-
ronto-basedFairfaxFinancialHoldings,will acquire

60.72per cent of thebank forRs 52,878 crore. This transaction,
whichwillbethelargestFDIinthefinancialsector,comesonthe
backof signs of growing interest in the sector. emiratesNBD’s
purchaseofa60percentholdinginRBlBank,SumitomoMitsui
BankingCorporationacquiring24.2per centofYeSBank, and
MitsubishiUFJFinancialGrouppickingupastakeinShriramFi-
nancesignal increasingforeigninvestorappetite forhigh-value
transactionsinthissegment.Thisisawelcomedevelopment.

Inrecentyears, IDBI’s financialpositionhas improved—its
grossNPAs (nonperformingassets) standat 2.3per cent,while
itscapitaladequacyratio isat26.92percent.Fairfax,whichalso
holds40percentofCSBBank,willhavetoeithermergeCSBBank
andIDBIBankorsellitsstakeintheformer,consideringtheregu-
latoryapproach.Aftertheconclusionofthistransaction,lICand
thegovernmentwillholda34percentstakeinthebank.There-
ceiptswillalsoboostthegovernment’scoffers,whichwouldhelp
offsetsomeoftheexpectedovershootingofitsbudgetedsubsidy
bill.Sofar thisyear, theCentrehasraisedRs55,757croreviadis-
investment(includingRs31,514throughlIC’sofferforsale)and
Rs6,367crorethroughassetmonetisation.Itsdisinvestmenttar-
gethasbeenbudgetedatRs80,000crore for 2026-27.Thisdeal
willbring inmuch-neededforeigncapital,ata timewhenthere
hasbeenconsiderable concernoverboth foreigndirect invest-
ment andportfolio flows into the country, and thepressureon
therupee.BetweenAprilandJuly,whilegrossFDIflowsstoodat
$43.8 billion, net FDIwas considerably lower at $13.4 billion.
Alongside,inthefinancialyearsofar,foreignportfolioinvestors
havealsotakenoutover$18billionfromequitymarkets.

Following the cabinet's decision, the Centre shouldmove
forward ondivesting its stake in other PSUs—ShippingCor-
poration of India ltd, Hll lifecare ltd andNMDCSteel ltd
are some of those for which in-principle approval has been
given, according to a report in this paper. It should not stop
there.Itmustpushaheadwithalargerandmoreambitiousdis-
investmentprogramme.

InFrance,studentprotest
issymptomandwarning

STReeTPROTeSTSinFranceoverthelastfewweekspaint
astarkpicture.Inschoolsacrossthecountry,students—
joinedbyteachers,parents,nursesandothersectionsof
society— forced closures and clashedwith thepolice.

Their demands soundunexceptionable: Better infrastructure
and teaching, updatedcurricula, andequality in thequality of
educationandaccesstouniversities.Atleast7,000protestershave
beendetained;manyhavebeeninjured,includingpoliceofficers.
Sixmonthsaheadof thepresidential election, thegovernment
haspromised3,000additionalsubstituteteachers,andeducation
is oneof the fewgovernmentdepartmentsnot facing funding
cuts.lookcloser,though,andadeepercrisisintheFrenchpoliti-
cal economybecomesapparent, one that theminorityemma-
nuelMacrongovernmentseemsill-equippedtoresolve.

At 3.5 trillion euros (nearly 120 per cent of GDP), France’s
debt is among thehighest ineurope. Investors are offloading
nationalbonds,whichhasraisedthecostofborrowing.Itisalso
a clear signal from themarkets that the fiscal situationneeds
to be brought under control. A large part of the problem is
demographic and structural. In education, in real terms,
budgetary allocations have grownby 14 per cent over the last
decade. However,much of that has gone to paying out pen-
sions, often at the expense of teachers’ wages and infrastruc-
ture.Infact,pensionsaccountfor13-15percentofthecountry's
GDP. In2023, thegovernment sought to raise thepensionage
to64,butbackeddownafterwidespreadprotests.

Macronrodetopower,atleastpartly,onthepromiseofreform
andreviving investmentandindustry. In the lastmonthsofhis
secondterm,heisallbutrunningalame-duckgovernmentand
seemstolackboththewillandthepoliticalcapitaltotakethehard
decisions that the countryneeds at themoment. Both the far-
rightNationalRallyledbyMarinelePenandtheleft-winglNF
ledbyJean-lucMélenchonseektomakepoliticalgainsfromthe
moment:The formerpromisesbudget cuts on topof anativist
narrative,thelatterautopianwelfarestate.Thecentre,itseems,
hasnoadvocate.Beyondthepoliticsofthemomentandtheup-
comingFrenchelection,thecrisisisalsoawarningforseveralold
democracies:Anageingpopulation,ashrinkingtaxbaseandthe
inabilitytocraftapolitical languageandeconomicpolicytoad-
dressthecontradictionisarecipeforinstability.

turndownthenoise, let
languagefinditswayin

HOWDOnewbornbabies acquire language?Howdo
theycommunicate?WhenJanetFWerker, thepion-
eeringdevelopmentpsychologist,beganresearching
into the linguistic capital of infants, she cameaway

withanimportantdiscovery—that theprocessbeganevenbe-
forebirth,throughsoundsheardinthewomb:Alullaby,thefirst
inchoatebabble,conversationsoverheardbutnotyetunderstood,
auditory experiences that acquiremeaning through the early
yearsoflife.Theabilitytolistenshapedachild’sgraspoflanguage.

AnewstudybyUniversityCollegelondonandTohokuUni-
versity,Japan,nowfollowsonitstrailandsuggeststhatthebest
way to learn a new language is to focus on its sounds before
wrestling with its grammar. Researchers tested Japanese
learners of english and found that themore accomplished
learnersprocessedunfamiliarwordsmuchas theywouldany
non-speech sound. They leaned less on the left sensorimotor
networkthatservesthemothertongue.Aforeigntonguebegan
notwith speechbutwith thepatient accumulationof sounds
andtheirmeanings.

Itsparticularappealand import for linguisticsanddevelop-
mentpsychologyapart,itistemptingtodrawalargerphilosophi-
cal lesson from the study. In anage saturatedby the ceaseless
soundandfuryofpeoplevyingforattention,self-appointedex-
pertspontificatingwithunshakeablecertaintyandthoseinthrall
totheirownvoiceandideas,thereisacaseforturningthevolume
down.Tounderstandanotherperson,onemustmakeroomfor
avoiceotherthanone’sown.Thegiftedlanguagelearnershows
thatlisteningisanactofhospitality,thatinthatsimplecourtesy
ofholdingjudgement,thereisalsothepossibilityofcomprehen-
sionfindingitswayin.

USwantstobuildanewworld.Indiamust
askifit isopen,fair,peacefulandjust

M
ARCORUBIO’Sdecision to
visitJamnagarandMumbai
ratherthanDelhimaynotbe
intended to convey any
symbolism.Butitisdifficult

not to read it as a signof things to come in
Indo-USrelations.TheUSSecretaryofState
will engagewith India’s largest concentra-
tionofeconomicpower,andpayhomageto
theAmbanis’ justly admiredexecutionca-
pabilities. Inother contexts, this couldbea
refreshing development: A relationship
foundedon instrumentalismandpragma-
tism,inwhichcorporatecapitaltakescentre
stageover conventionalpolitics, deal-mak-
inggetspriorityoverfixingtheworld.But it
also signals India’sdiminution. India isnot
a partner in building aworld order, or an
actorwhosepoliticalstatushaspriority; it is
simplyanamalgamofcorporateinterests.

elonMusk tweetsall kindsof threaten-
ing nonsense all the time.His callingMu-
keshAmbanithePrimeMinisterofIndiais
one such example. But it also unwittingly
reflectswhat theAmerican establishment
would rather deal with: Big corporate
houses,andtherestbedamned.America’s
conceptionoftheworldorderisagainbeing
foundedonsomethingresemblinganearly
20th-century oil grab: Venezuelan oil, a
possibledealwithPresidentVladimirPutin
forRussia’soverseasoilassets.Thepolitical
correlate of this for America is to see the
world as a confederacy of oligarchs. They
might competewith each other, but they
arethedrivingforce incharge.

Thereissomepotentialinthiskindofre-
lationship. Technological cooperation can

advanceinsomeareas;thelatestbeingIBM’s
proposedinvestment inquantumcomput-
ing inAmravati. Investment flows can still
beincreased.Indianbigcorporatesarelikely
tobecomemoreglobalinvestors.Butitisnot
clearthatthiscansustainanoverallrelation-
shipthathasbecomepolitically,strategically
andculturallymorefragile.

Thekeypillars of the Indo-US relation-
shiparehollowingout.Thefirstwasabipar-
tisancommitmentinWashingtontoIndia’s
rise.India’srise,inthisview,wasitselfagood
thing for theworld and theUS, indepen-
dentlyofwhether IndiaalignedwithUSin-
terests. This commitmenthaswaned:The
transactionaldemandsonIndiaarehigher.

even in a post-Donald Trump regime,
asPaulStanilandhasrecentlypointedout,
India may no longer be a high priority.
Indiahasalwayshada testier relationship
onhumanrightsandontradewiththeleft
wing of theDemocratic Party, which is in
theascendant.

The positioning of India as a bulwark
against Chinawas always an exaggerated
framing. That structural reality has been
around for years. It has not particularly
givendividendstoIndiaoverandaboveany
other country. US attitudes to China also
change. China is considered a
looming threat in India. But it is
also an opportunity and a reality
India will have tomanage on its
own terms. The momentum
achieved on getting theUS to see
Pakistan through an Indian lens
hasvirtuallycollapsed,becauseUS
prioritieshaveshifted.TheUSwill

T
HeeleCTIONcyclebeginning
next year is upon us. In 2027,
sevenstateswillelectnewgov-
ernments.These electionswill
shape the political landscape

aheadof the2029lokSabhaelectionsand,
moreimportantly,testthepurposeandpro-
cessesof Indiandemocracyat a timewhen
thefairnessandintegrityoftheelectoralsys-
temareunderintensescrutiny.

The deafening noise of inanities and
abuse, thebreakdownof consensuson the
fundamentals of a federal polity, the en-
croachmentsof the limits of constitutional
power, and themoral impoverishment of
publiclifecompelaconsideredreflectionon
the state of thenationand its politics. This
mustbeginwithareminderthattheultimate
purposeof thepopular vote isnotmajority
rulealone.Itistosecureagovernmentcom-
mitted to the advancement of humandig-
nityanchored in fundamental freedoms. It
is necessary, therefore, to askwhy, despite
India’smaterialandtechnologicalprogress,
the constitutional promiseof a just society
foundedonfraternityandempathyremains
asdistantasever.

Wemustfirstaskwhetheratruedemoc-
racy can be nourished when political
loyalties are secured through freebies that
oftenexploit thevulnerabilitiesof themar-
ginalised. Theunwholesome living condi-
tionsofavastmajorityofIndianscannotbe
thegoodlifeenvisionedbyourfoundersand
thephilosophersofthewelfarestate.

Sahirludhianvi’sverse,writtenbarelya
decadeafter Independence, retains anun-
settlingresonance:“Harikjismghayal,har
ekroohpyasi,/Nigahonmeinuljhan,dilon
meinudasi,/Yehduniyahaiyaalam-e-bad-
hawasi,/Yehduniyaagarmilbhijayetokya
hai.” (everybody iswounded, each soul is
thirsty; eyes are cloudedwith turmoil and
hearts steeped in sadness. Is this theworld
weaspire to, ormerely a realmofdespair?)
Theverseatteststothefailedexpectationsof
anationand the inadequacyof its politics.
Wealsoknowthatagovernment thatplays
“fastandloose”withcivilisationalvaluesfor-
feitsthetrustofitspeople.Illustratively,the
government’sapproachtowardstheRohing-
yasseekingrefugeinourcountrynegatesour
proclaimed civilisational philosophy of
vasudhaivakutumbakam.

Wemust continue to askwhether our
political leadersare thinking, speakingand
actingwithsufficientseriousnesstoconfront
the strains that have impeded thenation’s
marchtowardsadignitariansociety.

Hard as itmay sound, seduced by the

grandeurofamuscular stateandtheallure
ofmaterialprogress,wehaveacquiescedin
politicalintoleranceandthesuffocatingfear
ofpower.Wehaveallowedartandliterature
to be subjected to “a blindfoldmorality of
obedience” and lost the capacity formoral
indignationinthefaceofgraveinjustices.A
politically volatile society, coupledwith
weakened democratic institutions and
compromised fundamental freedoms, tells
the story of apolitics inneedofmoral and
institutionalresurrection.

Theunendingostracismofpoliticalop-
ponents and the “vanity and villainy of
power” sit uneasilywithdemocratic prin-
ciples.While the rulingparty is entitled to
governwithintheconstitutionalframework,
itmust recognise thatconstitutionalpower
isdelegitimisedby its arbitraryuse.Ruling
dispensationsmustknowthatdemocracyis
vindicated in the moral assertion of the
peopleagainstinjusticeandthatsuppression
ofpopularmovementsfeedsthedemocratic
spirit. TheOppositioncanclaimthenation’s
moralimaginationonlythroughintellectual
integrity andpolitical consistency. The es-
pousal of grandcauses, followedbyawill-
ingness to make sacrifices and difficult
choices,will alone enable political leaders
activeatJantarMantarandelsewheretoin-
scribe themselves in history as agents of
progressivechange.

Thenationcan,andshould,takepridein
the trajectory of its progress. Yetwemust
pause in thewake ofMahatmaGandhi’s
157thbirthanniversarytoreflectonthecor-
rectives necessary tomake India amodel
democracy at a time when democracies
across theworld are in retreat. Renewing
democracy requires the humanising of
politicsandthecivilisingofpower.Itrequires
thatwe read into our political conduct an
irrevocablemoral code thatplacesdignity,
fraternity, freedomand justice above the
transient demands and triumphalismof
electoralpolitics.

InahomagetotheFatherof theNation,
onemayrecalltheinspirationalwordsofthe
American suffragist CarrieChapmanCatt:
“Tothewrongsthatneedresistance,/Tothe
rightsthatneedassistance,/Tothefuturein
thedistance,Giveyourselves.”Thecalltore-
sistwrong,assistthevulnerableanddedicate
oneself to the futuremaywell provide the
moral compass that Indian democracy
needsasitentersitsnextelectoralcycle.

Thewriter isasenioradvocateandformer
Unionminister for lawand justice.
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A
IMODelSaregrowingmuchfasterthanthefinanc-
ing,governanceandsocialacceptanceoftherevol-
ution.A sobering influencehas emerged.OnOc-
tober8-9,Nvidia-backedFirmuswithdrewitsnearly
$5bnIPOafterinvestorsresistedavaluationofabout

$31bn,threetimesitsAugustvaluation.Almostsimultaneously,
OpenAI indicated that its September annualised revenuewas
nearer$50bn,notthenearly$70bnpreviouslysignalled.OpenAI
andAnthropicpostponingtheirestimatedtrillion-dollarIPOsis
further evidence that capitalmarkets are realising thedistance
betweenpromisesandprices,encapsulatedineightrisks.

First, the economy.AI stocks are atnear-recordvaluations.
TheIranwar,highUSgasanddieselpricesandtheyawningUS
fiscaldeficithavespookedthebondmarketsintotradingUStreas-
uries,withyieldsatmulti-decadalhighs.Higherinterestratesare
hitting homebuyers and are expected to adversely affect the
growthofhyperscalerdatacentres,whichAIcannotdowithout.
Second,AI revenuegrowth trailing capex requirements.With
OpenAI indicating lower-than-expectedannualisedrevenuein
CY26,Anthropic at anoperating lossof 8bn inCY25andMeta’s
freecashflowfallingto~800mnfrom$8.5bnayearearlier,room
toraiseexpectationsappearslimited.

Third,costliercapexfinancing.Oftheexpected~$725bncapex
inCY26byleadingUShyperscalersonnewdatacentres, theH1
assessmentwas~40percentbyend-June.Initiallycash-funded,
capexgraduatedtodebtinformatssuchasprivatecreditandbe-
spokefinancingtemplates,mostofwhichareopaque.Goldman
Sachsreported thatmosthyperscalerbonds issued in2026had
fallenbelow issuepricebyend-August. Suchunseen riskcould
impactbanks, insurers andpension funds in theeventof anAI
selloff.Fourth, soberingvaluations. Inmid-2026,SpaceXraised
$75bn, listing at $1.77tn, andOpenAI andAnthropicwere re-
portedlytargeting$60bneach,targetingtrillion-dollarIPOs.But
soberingassessmentshave forcedbothSamAltmanandDario
Amodeitodelaytheirlistings.Fifth,regulatoryrisk.OpenAIand
Anthropicwere joltedwhen threeof their frontiermodelswere
subjecttosuddenregulatoryslowdowns,highlightingtheriskof
governmentcontrolbydiktat.DonaldTrumpalsomadeAICeOs
accept responsibility for safety andagree to establish internal
controlsandexternalaudits.Sixth,theriskofrogueAIisresulting
inmultimillion-dollar claimscoveringcyberattacks, copyright
andprivacyagainstdirectors, officers andentities,withhyper-
scalerpotentialinthesameleagueaslandmarklitigationagainst
tobacco,glyphosate,pharmaandenvironmentalliabilities.

Seventh,AI inwar:Normalised,yetanamoral revenuegen-
erator.Useof autonomousAI is documented inUkraine,Gaza
andIran,withoutdueconsiderationforhumanscrutiny,civilian
harm, proportionality and accountability. Somemultilateral
sense isboundtoprevail soonerrather thanlater.Finally, rising
global opposition to data centres. Communities cite reduced
drinkingwater,expectedelectricityoutages,noisepollution,land
loss,andlimitedpermanentemployment.Protestshaveforced
somerollbacks.Buttherearenational-securityconcernsbecause
China’s largelyunrestrictedbuildoutof another 50GWbeyond
its current 24GWcapacity (UScapacity is 56GW)hasgathered
pace.AI is anexceptional technology,but its amplifiersneed to
soberupinthefaceofvisibleheadwindsofregulation,anuncon-
vincedworkforce,andcostlierfinancing.

Thewriter is formerspecialdirector, IB

usePakistanorBangladeshforitspurposes,
unmindfulof India’svisionforSouthAsia,
a taskmade easier by the fact that India at
themomentdoesnothaveone.

Whether the tradedealwith theUS isat
apossible“landingpoint”orhas“plateaued”,
touse the twometaphors Indiahasused to
describethestateofplay,ishardtotell.There
is unprecedented opacity in thesenegoti-
ations.Indiahasbeenwisenottorushintoa
deal,andhopefullyitwillcontinuetostand
onfirmground.Ifitisanunfavourabledeal,
theNarendraModigovernmentandtheUS
will become theobject ofpolitical ire; if the
dealisnotaccomplished,itwillbeashadow
thathangsovertherelationship.

TheUS’s long history of sanctions on
India continues, the latest beingRussia-re-
latedsanctions,whiletheUSprocuresdiesel
fromRussia.Many in the Indianestablish-
mentarestillkeenondefendingAmericaby
evadingtheissueinthelanguageoffauxreal-
ism.Growup,theysay;hypocrisyisthenorm
inworldpolitics.Thatistrue.Buttheissueis
nothypocrisy.Onlyour realists rationalise
awaygenuineconflictsof interest.America
hasdictatedtheenergymarketsyouaccess;
ithasindirectlyraisedthecostofyourdevel-
opmentbyengaginginthemostabsurdwar

onIran.Andallwehavehadtooffer
inresistanceisstonysilence.

Oneotherbackgroundcultural
condition is dissipating as well.
Oneofthemostremarkabledevel-
opmentsof the last threedecades
was the almost seamless integra-
tionofAmericanandIndianelites
through immigration. The idea

thatAmericawouldbe foreveropen to the
levelsofimmigrationthatwesawinthelast
fewyearswas implausible. At somepoint,
that momentum had to slow down.
America iswithin its rights to regulate im-
migration. But the debate over the regula-
tionofimmigrationistiedtoMAGA’snativ-
ism, racial supremacy, and suspicion of
Indian success, all endorsedat thehighest
levels of the US government. India’s re-
sponse to JD Vance’s remarks on Indian
workerssuggests this isnolongeratechni-
caldisputeoverimmigration.Thedepleting
reservoir of cultural goodwill will have
downstreameffects.

And finally, there is theworld the US
wantstobuild.Noonegrudgesprideincivil-
isational achievements. But as Rubio’s
speechatAthensrecentlyunderscored,the
US is seeking to convert civilisationalpride
intoaclaimtoWesternpre-eminence,allied
toamoremuscularandimperialpoliticalvi-
sion.ThequestionforIndiawillnotbewhat
valuesorinterestsitshareswithRubio’sim-
aginedWest. It iswhether thisvision leaves
roomforthekindofopen,fair,peaceful,just
worldorder Indiaought to seek.Currently,
theUS is a roguepower, inflictingneedless
damageandriskontheworld.PerhapsIndia
should reevaluate the symbolismandcon-
veytotheUSthat,whileweareopenforbusi-
ness,wedonotpayhomagetothisnewPax
Americana.We ought to find all possible
leverage to standup to it, rather thanpass
overit incowedsilence.

Thewriter iscontributingeditor,
the Indianexpress
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nothypocrisy.onlyour
realists rationalise away
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PMonPakistanimilitary
PrImemINIsterrajivGandhisaid the“vast
military”assistancePakistanwasnowget-
tingfromtheUswouldhavetobe“equally
matchedby India”. “Wecannotallowmilitary
imbalancetodevelop in thesubcontinent,”
hesaid.Addressingameeting inCanberra,
hesaidPakistanwasnowgetting$4.6billion
worthofsophisticatedmilitaryhardware.

55killedinsriLankafighting
AtleAst40tamilmilitantsand15govern-
mentsoldierswerekilledandabout20others

seriously injured in thethreedays’bitter
fighting innorthwestlanka,agovernment
mediacentrespokesmansaid inColombo.
Independentsourcesclaimedthatsomeof
thevictimswerecivilianscaught incrossfire,
but thiswasdeniedbythespokesman,who
stressedthat the latestmilitaryactionwas
confinedto jungledistrictsbetweenmannar
andVavuniya.

Circustentcollapses,3dead
threePersoNswerekilledand12others
injured, includingtwochildrenandfour
women,whenthetentof theVenusCircus in

theParadeGroundopposite theredFortcol-
lapsed inaduststorm.Nearly200persons
weretrapped inside.thecircusauthorities
hadcloseddowntheshowandhadput the
tigerandotheranimals in theircages just
minutesbefore theaccidentoccurred.

Hasina’shousestormed
AGroUPofarmedpeopleattemptedto
forciblyenter theDhanmondi residenceof
theAwamileaguepresident,hasinaWajed,
allegedly tokillherandblowupherhouse.
shewas in thehousewhenthemiscreants
struckataroundnoon.

40yearsago
october16, 1986

Storyofapolitics inneed
ofmoral resurrection

ArealitycheckonAIboom:
Eight risks to lookout for

lWebexclusive
india should stop counting its

ai chips and start asking for results
—ArindamGoswami
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lWordlyWise
i have nothing to lose by
standing up for my beliefs.
so i’ll go to jail.
—Muhammad Ali
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the real driver of global energy
prices is not ukraine defending

itself fromRussia, but trump’s failing
war against iran.—The Guardian
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E
LoNMUskisoneofthemost
remarkabletechnologyentre-
preneursofourera.starlinkis
a genuine marvel of satellite
engineering. But his october

8postaccusingindiaofprotecting“crony
capitalists” iswrongin its facts, framing,
andstrategy.

i have used starlink, and i think it is
awesome.What is inquestion is theargu-
ment inhispost—that india's regulatory
processreflectscronyism.thatargument
doesnotsurvivecontactwiththefacts.

starlink is not the only company
awaitingsatellitebroadbandlicensingin
india. it is one of three — alongside re-
liance Jio’s satellite venture, Jio satcom,
and Bharti-backed eutelsat oneWeb. All
threeareatthesamestage:securityclear-
ance verification, then spectrum alloca-
tion. if this were cronyism designed to
protectrelianceJio, itwouldbepeculiar
cronyism — because Jio satcom is itself
inthequeue,subjecttothesamerequire-
mentsasstarlink.

indianlawrequires thatanysatellite-
basedtelecomservice inindiasatisfyse-
curity conditions including lawful inter-
ception capability,
verification of network
nodes and ground sta-
tions, and confirmation
that indian users’ data is
not routed through for-
eign territories without
authorisation. these are
notindia-specificeccen-
tricities. equivalent
requirementsexistinthe
Us, the eU, and virtually
every country that takes
communications secur-
ity seriously.

satellite broadband is
qualitatively different
fromterrestrialtelecom.A
mobiletowerhasafixed,auditablephysi-
callocation.starlink’slow-earth-orbitcon-
stellation is different — traffic passes
through satellites and ground stations,
somelocatedoutsideindianterritory.the
abilityofindianagenciestoconductlawful
interception depends on how starlink
routesindianusers’trafficandwherethose
groundstationssit.

starlink has been a significant factor
in the Ukraine conflict, providing real-
timecommunicationscapabilitytomili-
tary units. india shares borders with two
nuclear-armed adversaries and has ex-
perienceddecadesofcross-borderterror-
ism. in August 2017, spaceX formally ex-
pandedstarlink’strademarkregistration
toincludesatelliteimaging,remotesens-
ing,andcommunicationsformilitaryap-
plications. spaceX has won Us Air Force
contractsandstarlink’sconstellationhas
been explicitly integrated into Us mili-
tary doctrine as a unified warfighting
architecture.thisisnotabroadbandser-
vice with incidental military uses. it is a
dual-usestrategic system.

Musk says starlink is licensed in 165
countries. What he does not say is that
everyoneofthosecountriesrequiredspe-
cific security commitments before grant-
ingthatlicence.indiaisdoingexactlywhat

thosecountriesdid.
on Musk’s question, “is Ambani the

real Boss of india?”, the direct answer is:
No. the india Musk describes — where a
single conglomerate dictates regulatory
outcomes—ispre-2014india:the2Gspec-
trum scam, spectrum allocated through
opaque“firstcome,firstserve”free.there-
formsoftheModigovernment, including
thespectrumauctionframeworki fought
forasanMPatconsiderablepersonalcost,
werespecificallydesignedtochangethat.
theopen,safe,trusted,andAccountable
frameworkunderwhichindia’stechsector
now operates applies to all players — in-
dian and foreign, large and small. that is
theoppositeofcronyism.

Muskisnotthefirsthigh-profiletech-
nology leader to discover that net worth
and global celebrity do not translate into
policyinfluenceindemocraciesthattake
theirsovereigntyseriously.MarkZucker-
berg spent years resisting india’s data lo-
calisation requirements. Jeff Bezos flew
to india in 2020 with a $1 billion an-
nouncement,andfoundvisitsdonotsub-
stitute for compliance. With 900 million
internet users, the world’s largest digital
payments ecosystem, and the fastest-
growing Ai adoption curve in the devel-
oping world, the companies wanting ac-
cess need india as much or more than
indianeedsanyoneof them.

the most effective technology leaders
inindiahaveunderstoodthis.Applenavi-
gated complex local sourcing require-
ments with patience and became india’s
biggestelectronicsexporter.samsungbuilt
manufacturing capacity long before PLi

made it fashionable.
Noneofthempostedtheir
frustrationonX.theyen-
gaged, made their case
throughproperchannels,
and built relationships
that outlast any single
regulatorydecision.

there is also some-
thingspecificallycounter-
productive about the
“cronycapitalism”charge
when deployed against
india’s telecom sector,
whichhasbeenmoresys-
tematically reformed
than almost any other in
the economy. More than

anyone,icanattesttothat.
i want to end where i began: With

genuine respect for what starlink repre-
sents and for what Musk has built. the
day starlink or Jio satcom or oneWeb is
licensedinindiawillbeagooddayforin-
dianconnectivity—particularly inrural
andremoteareaswhere terrestrial infra-
structure is thin.

But right now, Musk is generating a
greatdealofnoise.Noneof it is thesignal.
thesignalissimple:Completethesecurity
clearance process, satisfy india’s require-
mentsasyouhavesatisfied165others,and
starlinkwilloperateinindia.Aregulatory
process that can be accelerated by a
founder’s social media reach is not a pro-
cess. it isa favour.Andindiadoesnot run
onfavoursanymore.

Patienceisunavoidable,elon.indiais
doing what india must do — for its
citizens,foritssecurity,andfortheinteg-
rity of the rules-based system it is build-
ing. that system will serve starlink well,
whentheprocess iscomplete.trust it.

The writer, former MP, former minister of state
for Electronics & Information Technology,

Government of India, is BJP Kerala state
president and MLA for Nemom.

Views are personal

Bideyour time,
focuson longgame

aretheongoingtensions inus-indiarelationsapassingphase,ordotheypoint toadeeperdissonance?

Aweekly column,whichoffersnot this-versus-that, but thebest of both sides, to informthedebate

DearElon, trust the
process. Itwill serve
Starlinkwell

U
s-iNDiA ties are at a par-
ticularly lowebb,butthere-
lationship has endured
worse during the Cold War.
in 1966, for example, Presi-

dent Lyndon Johnson, piqued over in-
dia’s strident criticism of the Vietnam
War, resorted to what came to be known
colloquially as the “ship-to-mouth” pol-
icy:Hewithheldmuch-neededfoodaid.
AlsorecallPresidentrichardNixon’s in-
famous“tiltpolicy”towardPakistandur-
ing the 1971 east Pakistan crisis and
Washington’s coercive diplomacy
against india.

these and other unfortunate epi-
sodesduringtheColdWarcertainlycon-
tributed to a palimpsest of distrust that
continues to weigh down Us-india rela-
tions. india had developed a distrust of
the Us as early as 1954 following the
Us-Pakistan defence pact under the ei-
senhower administration. the Us, in
turn, despite maintaining a polite diplo-
matic façade and even briefly coming to
india’s assistance after the sino-indian
border war of 1962, was not really inter-
ested in india.the latter’spolicyofnon-
alignment, its inward-facing economy
and its lack of cultural ties to the Us
made New Delhi marginal to Washing-
ton’s overall strategic calculus. Neither
side put much stock in these adverse
turns in the relationship.

today, however, a downturn in Us-
indiarelationshasramificationsbeyond
bilateral ties.over the last threedecades,
the two countries, regardless of which
party was in office in New Delhi and
Washington, DC, have worked to build
andstrengthentherelationship, turning
it into a multi-faceted partnership that
has economic, strategic and cultural
components. Despite ongoing differ-
ences, and with a trade deal still in abey-
ance, Us-india bilateral trade is around
$240 billion — hardly a trivial sum.

therelationshipalsohasasignificant
security component: over the last two
decades, india has purchased over $20
billion in military equipment from the
Us. in turn, it has significantly reduced
itsweaponsacquisitions fromitshistori-
cal supplier, russia. Additionally, while
its future is a bit clouded, india remains
committedto theQuadrilateralsecurity

Dialogue(Quad),whichincludestheUs,
Australia and Japan. Finally, between
5 and 6.5 million indians or people of
indian origin reside in the Us. Also, un-
like in the past, several influential
members of the Us Congress are of in-
dian origin. At least one of them has
presidential ambitions.

All these factorshaveaddedacertain
ballast to the relationship that the two
sidescanonly ignoreat theirperil.While
PresidentDonaldtrump’smercurialpol-
icies have, no doubt, raised fears of Us
abandonment of india, their long-term
adverse repercussions may be exagger-
ated. Given the interdependence that
has emerged between the two capitals,
albeit asymmetric, it will ill serve both
countries if they choose to steadily dis-
engage from each other.

Accordingly, especially from the
standpoint of New Delhi, it may be best
for it to bide its time, avoid making any
inflammatory statements that could
further roil an already fraught situation
and wait until a new administration
assumesofficeafterthe2028presidential
election. Given the damage that mostly
trump’s choices have inflicted on the
relationship, any government that is in
office in New Delhi after the new presi-
dentassumesoffice inJanuary2029will
proceedwithadegreeofcircumspection.
it will, without a doubt, carefully exam-
ine any overture that the new president
makes toward india. even with any
residual goodwill that remains in
india, itwillnotreadilyembracethenew
administration.

this caution, of course, would be
wholly understandable. However, given
the sheer painstaking effort that both
parties have invested over the last three
decadesorso,indiaturningitsbackonthe
Us would be feckless and foolhardy. De-
spite india’sefforts todiversify its foreign
policy choices in the wake of the uncer-
taintythattrump’spolicieshavecreated,
theUs,inall likelihood,willremainanin-
dispensablepartner.Noothercountrywill
be a viable substitute given its continued
economic vibrancy, its military prowess
and its cultural effervescence. these el-
ements will endure long after trump
leavesoffice,eventhoughsomeofhisleg-
acieswill remain.Focusingonthe lasting
elements of America’s strengths and set-
ting aside the shortcomings of trump’s
policiesstilloffers thebesthopeforamu-
tuallybeneficialpartnership.

The writer is a senior fellow and directs
the Huntington Programme on

US-India Relations at the Hoover
Institution, Stanford University

structural rifts,
beyondtrump

D
eALiNG WitH Donald
trump, as even America’s
long-cherished alliance
partners have learnt the
hard way, is often an

exercise in the impossible. More so
when there are few points of leverage to
be exploited.

Many in india have viewed Washing-
ton’s recent moves as pressure tactics of
a mercurial administration. they have
held on to the hope that over the longer
term, the convergence of strategic inter-
ests between the two countries will pre-
vail over any short-term ruptures in the
relationship. But that may no longer be
the case. the india-Us relationship has
taken a turn for the worse.

thereareeconomicandstrategicrea-
sons why there appears to have been a
fundamentalrethinkinWashingtonover
the relationship and why American pol-
icy appears to have shifted accordingly.
the arm-twisting over oil imports, the
russia sanctions law, which many
Democrats voted for, and the attack on
it services and skilled labour mobility
are all part of a broader pattern. the
problem is larger. Which is why it may
outlive the current administration.

one, the Us has been looking for ways
to de-risk, if not decouple, from China.
Beijing isnodoubt thestrategic threat for
Washington.Bylookingtoshiftmanufac-
turingoperationstoindia, itwastryingto
build an alternative, friendlier source of
production to secure supply chains. But
thatideadoesnotappeartohavetakenoff.
india’sChinaplusoneplayhasnotmateri-
alised so far. With the exception of Apple
andafewothers,notmanyhaveshiftedto
thecountryatthelevelenvisioned.simply
put, the indian economy hasn’t really
livedupto itsexpectations.

two,withtherapiddevelopmentand
deployment of Ai, the need to outsource
to indian it firms may well appear, at
least fromWashington’spointofview, to
be much less now. the labour cost arbi-
trage is only likely to whittle down
further. india also remains significantly
behindthetechnologyfrontier. ithasno
strangleholdoveranychokepoint.More-
over, theinherentconflictbetweenMake
in india and the decision to favour cer-
tain indian business houses has put off

not only domestic firms, but foreign
companies (read Us) as well.

three, the Us may have concluded
that india simply does not have the heft
thatWashingtonexpectedit toacquireto
counter China. it has neither the econ-
omic depth nor the strategic strength to
serveasacounterweight.thechasmbe-
tween the country’s geopolitical aspir-
ations and its economic capabilities has
onlydeepened.Moreover, someof its re-
cent strategic choices have also been at
odds with Washington’s interests.

All this implies that if earlier the Us
exercisedrestraintandgaveindiaspecial
treatment—itwasexemptedfromecon-
omic sanctions under CAAtsA for pur-
chasing the s-400 missile defence sys-
temfromrussia—it isnowfar less likely
to do so, especially as its strategic and
economic calculus changes, and india
fails to develop any sources of leverage.
Cooperation, even if pursued at times, is
unlikelytoleadtogreaterstrategiccoher-
ence or convergence.

Alongside, the shift to a more trans-
actional relationship framework under
Donald trump has meant that every ac-
tion — or inaction for that matter — in-
vites a response, which may, at times,
seem disproportionate.

What india does, for instance, in the
domestic economy has often much
largerunappreciatedconsequences:You
can’t discriminate against big American
firms and expect no backlash now, es-
peciallywithaWhiteHouse that ismore
closelyalignedwithbigbusiness. if india
has its oligarchs, so does the Us. And
they can also retaliate.

And if for some reason the trade deal
is not concluding, then perhaps the Us
administration has simply asked itself:
What is there for us to lose? And even if
an agreement is finalised, will it signifi-
cantlyalterWashington’s largercalculus?

there are few indications that a fu-
ture Vance/rubio administration or a
left-leaning Democratic White House
wouldsubstantiallychangetack,elevate
india's strategic importance,andaccord
it more weight in economic and foreign
policy affairs.

inanyscenario,Delhihastoprotectits
national interests. But it will also need to
makestrategicchoices. indiadependson
the Us for tech, capital and markets, on
China for critical inputs and final goods
andonrussiaforenergyanddefenceim-
ports. it needs all three. exhortations to
nationalism will not change that reality.

The writer is senior associate editor,
The Indian Express

ishan.bakshi@expressindia.com

Letterstotheeditor

Uniteasone
CoNGresssHoULDrecognisethat
theCJP’sranks includebrightand
committedyoungpeoplewhoare
spearheadingprotestswiththestated
objectiveofsafeguardingdemocracy
andupholdingtheConstitution
(‘Citizens’marchtodefendright to
votesendsamessagetoall
institutions’, IE,october15). its
leadershipshouldengageconstruc-
tivelywiththemandinstruct itssup-
porters todesist fromunwarranted
attacks.thepartymustabandonits
big-brotherattitudeandrecognise
thatoppositionunityrequires
mutual respect,cooperationanda
willingness toputthe largernational
interestabovepartyconsiderations.

TharciusSFernando,Chennai

staterepression
CitiNGtHecostofprotests tothe
public,eventothepoor, is likedeclar-
ingthemoutsidethepurviewof
citizenswhosebasicvotingrightsare
beingtrampledsystematically
(‘Weighpublicbenefitsofstreetpro-
testagainstcostsonothers,especially
poor’, IE,october15).theinconven-

ienceduetoprotests isnotalways
causedbyprotesters,butalsobythe
administration,asasuppressingtool,
recentlyseenwhenrailwayswere
cancelled, roadswerebarricaded,
andpeopleweredetained.thefight
isagainstmanyconstitutional
entities,whichexistandare
mandatedtoupholdtheConstitution
ifcitizens’ rightsarebeingabused.

PrafullChandraSockey

TrumpU-turn
tHeUsadministrationhasoftenar-
guedthat india is fundingrussia’s
war inUkrainebybuyingMoscow’s
crudeoil.But inaU-turn,Donald
trumphasannouncedadealunder
whichrussiawill supplyhundredsof
thousandsof tonnesofdiesel to the
Usandglobalmarkets (‘intrump-
Putindeal,amessageforeurope,
india’, IE,october15).Hisactionsare
clearlydrivenbydesperationahead
ofmidtermelections inwhichhisre-
publicanParty ispoisedtosuffer
losses.Untilnow, indiahasmoulded
itsenergyimportpolicies in linewith
trump’sdemands,be itVenezuela,
iranorrussia.thatmustendnow.

SSPaul,Nadia

IllusTraTIon:CrsasIkumar

Protest sites are not just geography;
they become cultural artefacts of ex-
pression. they connect people spatially
through codes of dress, song, slogan, and
movement. As spaces of resistance, they
bringthemarginalisedtothecentre.it’san
inversion of power, unlike in a carnival,
wherethedominantgroupisinthecentre.

so, with Delhi’s Jantar Mantar denoti-
fied as a protest site, the question to ask is
whothedominantgroupwantstomakein-
visible. As a site, it is approximately three
kmfromindiaGate.thethreenewvenues
designatedbytheDelhiPolice—theram-
lilaGroundincentralDelhi(aboutfivekm),
theBurariGroundinnorthDelhi(about20

km), and the CBD Ground in east Delhi
(about 12 km) – are like a man chopping a
treeinthewoods.Nobodyseesit.it’snotin
the face of power like Jantar Mantar is or
indiaGatewas.

A2022paperfromAhmedabad’sCePt
University shows how the government of
the day began reclaiming rajpath, the
stretchfromParliamenttoindiaGate,over
theyears.thefirstlayerofbarricadescame
upwiththeNirbhayaprotestof2012,closer
to Parliament; the second layer came with
theHathrasprotestandacompleteclosure
camein2020with the farmers’protest.

the shrinking of protest spaces is not
unique to india.

egypt’s tahrir square, which saw the
revolutioninJanuary2011,hastodaybeen
dressedupwithNilecruisesandmuseums.
Likewise, tiananmen square in Beijing is
nowatouristattraction,withthetankMan

imagery only embedded in our minds.
tehran’sAzaditower,onceasiteforiran’s
1979revolution,hastodaybeenappropri-
atedbythestatetohostsanctionedrallies.
there are exceptions such as London’s
Hyde Park and Place de la Bastille, Paris,
wheredissent is still awayof life.

india’smassiveinfrastructurepushhas
expandedpubliccapitalexpenditurefrom
rs2lakhcrore(2014-15)tors12.2lakhcrore
(2026-27), which includes bridges, high-
ways, railways, ports and the Metro; yet
thereis littleornoscopeforpublicsquares
orspaceswherepeoplecangather.thevir-
tual shutdown of the national Capital re-
cently was marked by red dots on central
Delhi’s map to guide people to their desti-
nations.Likepockmarksonthecity’s face,
those red dots showed the dis-ease of dis-
comfortof those inpower.

Nobel laureate Anne Carson, in a 2024

interview that’s currently doing the social
media rounds, completes rené Descartes’
most-famousstatement:“Dubito,ergocog-
niti,ergosum”,whichremindsushowim-
portantdoubt is tocritical thinking. inour
ancienttexts,thevidushakplayedapromi-
nent role. But long before kings vacated
their thrones, the vidushakwas gone. No
critic,noking.

Moving Jantar Mantar as a protest site
isnotonlyawaytohidefromcriticismbut
also presents to the world that democracy
ismerelyperformance;asGreekeconomist
Yanis Varoufakis puts it, erasing people’s
powertoact,toexpressandtoresist.that’s
not becoming of a country that is set to be
theworld’s third-largesteconomy.

The writer is senior associate editor,
The Indian Express

shiny.varghese@expressindia.com

Whenprotestispushedoutofsight
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l SRi LANkA’S fOReST COveR HAS PLuMMeTeD fROM ROugHLY 70% iN THe 1920s TO ABOuT 34% TODAY, ACCORDiNg TOWORLD BANk DATA; 70%OfWiLD eLePHANTS Live OuTSiDe PROTeCTeD AReAS

InSriLanka, shrinkinghabitats fuel conflictbetweenhumansandelephants
Reuters
Galgamuwa,October 15

CLAd inhis khaki wildlife of-
ficer’s uniform, dewagirimu-
diyanselagethilakaratneBan-
dara rides his motorbike the
shortdistancefromhishometo
the electric fence that is the
mainlineofdefenceagainstthe
dozens of wild elephants that
liveintherapidlyshrinkingfor-
estnearby.

the fence stretches 14 km
along thesiyambalangamuwa
tank, a reservoir in the island's
northwest, toprotect themore
than2,000familieswholive in
thenearbyvillages.

Galgamuwa is on the front
line of one of theworld'smost

serious human-elephant con-
flicts. Anaverageof 138people
havebeenkilled inencounters
with the animals each year in
sri Lanka since 2019, the sec-
ond-highest death toll in the
world. the death toll for ele-
phants, forced into villages for
food as their habitat shrinks,
climbed to an average of 402 a
year during the same period,
theworld'shighest.

“twenty years ago, we did-
n't have this situation because
acrossfromthetanktherewere
large forests, but they were
eventuallyclearedandthenthe
elephants started moving
closer and that's how this vil-
lage started being affected,”
Bandara said, as heworked to

repair the fencewithhis team.
“Whenwewerelittle,wehad

togotoacornerofthetanktosee
elephants.now,inthenights,the
elephantscometoseeus.”

sri Lankans have deep cul-
tural ties with elephants. the
animals feature in colourful
temple pageants, and owning
oneisastatussymbol.elephants
arealsoamainstayoftheisland's
$4billiontourismindustry.

Butelephantdeathsreached
arecordhighof488 in2023,ac-
cording to thedepartment of
WildlifeConservation(dWC).

datashowsdozenswereshot
as theyencroachedonvillages,
while othersdied frompoison-
ing, electrocution, in trainacci-
dentsorafterfallingintowells.

Bandara, 48, has first-hand
experienceof howdevastating
the human-elephant conflict
canbe.

Lastdecember,anelephant
wanderedintoBandara'sback-
yard to snack onmangoes. He
attackedBandaraandhiswife,

Rathnayake mudiyanselage
shirani Rathnayake, after she
rushedtohelphim.

Bandara was left with a
broken leg and dislocated
shoulder.Rathnayake, also48,
was trampled and had to have
her right leg amputated. she
nowusesawheelchair.

“our lives are now com-
pletelydifferentfrombeforethe
elephant attack.mywife and i
usedtodoeverything together.
We used to farm together. But
200% of those activities have
been disrupted. now we
must look after her and the
mental strain of that is some-
thing we both feel,” Bandara
said,standingoutsidehishome.

Villagers have been forced

to adapt their daily lives to re-
ducetheriskofconfrontations.

thenearbyschoolstartsles-
sons 30minutes after the na-
tionallymandated timeof7:30
am to avoid the earlymorning
when elephants might be
around. Villagers also finish
work earlier so they can get
home before dark, while fu-
neralsandweddingsaresched-
uled tominimise thechanceof
anelephantencounter.

Bandaraandhisneighbours
have aWhatsApp group dedi-
cated to tracking elephant
movements.neighbours often
come together to try andchase
awayanyelephantsthatattempt
a raid, yelling and lighting fire-
crackers,andalsotakepeopleto

hospitalintheeventofanattack.
Bandara supports ending

forestclearing,usuallydonefor
farming, and wants to see a
commitment to reforestation.
sri Lanka's forest cover has
plummeted fromroughly 70%
inthe1920stoabout34%today,
WorldBankdatashows.

to complicate matters, as
manyas70%ofsriLanka’sesti-
mated 7,451wild elephants live
outsideprotectedareas.theele-
phant population is also grow-
ing, recording a 27% increase
from a decade ago, according
tothelatestcensusdata.

“i donot feel anyhatred to-
wardsanimaloranyanimal.it
was hungry because of activ-
itiesofhumans,”Bandarasaid.

Sri Lankansoldiers andwildlifeofficials useanexcavator to turna
sickelephantduring treatment inAmbanpola. ReuteRs

34children, teacher
killedasschoolroof
collapses inPakistan
PressTrustof india
Peshawar,October 15

At LeAst 34 children and a
teacher were killed when the
roofofaprivateschoolcollapsed
onthursday in Peshawar, the
capital of Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwaprovince, hospi-
talauthoritiesandpolicesaid.

theincidentoccurredindir
Colony in the congested inner
cityarea,PeshawarCapitalCity
Policechiefmiansaeedsaid.

thirtystudentswerepresent
inclassroomsontheupperfloor
oftheAl-Khairschoolwhenthe
roof collapsed, he said. the
owner,whowas operating the
institutionasaneducationtrust,
has been arrested, he said, ad-
ding theroofofthebuildingwas
poorlyconstructed.

thirty-two children and a
teacherwerebroughtdeadtothe
LadyReadingHospitalinPesha-
war,hospitalspokespersonmu-
hammadAsimtoldPTI.

Asim said 20 injured
childrenwere also brought to
theLRHhospital.mostofthem
were discharged after first aid.

three critically injured
children, who sustained head
injuries, had been admitted to
thehospital,headded.

Anemergencywasdeclared
at the hospital to treat the in-
jured, Asim said, adding all of
the childrenkilledor injured in
incidentwereage13oryounger.

President Asif Ali Zardari
and Pm shehbaz sharif ex-
presseddeepgriefovertheloss
of life in the mishap and ex-
tended condolences to the be-
reavedfamilies.

Reuters
Kyiv,October 15

uKRAine stRuCK aRussian
oil refinery thursday, after
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyysaidKyivwas“done”sup-
porting a ceasefire on energy
targetsannouncedbyusPresi-
dent donald trump was ig-
noredbyRussia.

since trump’s surprise an-
nouncement on sunday that
Russiaandukrainehadagreed
to halt attacks on energy, Kyiv
hadsuspendedattacksonRus-
sian refineries, which trump
blamesforraisingdieselprices
onglobalmarkets.

But in the days that fol-
lowed, Russia rained down
deadly missile and drone
strikes,includingonenergytar-
gets such as power stations,
knocking out power to thou-
sandsofpeople.

inaninterviewwiththeFi-
nancial Times published
thursday, Zelenskyy said
ukraine'spatiencehadrunout.

“theblock(onattackingre-
fineries) isout.We’redone,”he
told thenewspaper.

Zelenskyy alsomade clear
hebelieved that changes in the
capabilityofthemilitaryversion
of spaceX’s starlink receptors,
which have curbedukraine’s
ability to use them to pilot its
drones,were apolicy decision.
“itwasnotatechnicalproblem,
itwasthewill,”hetoldtheFT.

in a socialmediapost over-
night, spaceXboss elonmusk

saidusageofthemilitaryversion
ofstarlink,knownasstarshield,
wasultimatelyup totrump, as
presidentoftheunitedstates.

“starshield systems are
owned and controlled by the
us government. Any limits on
speed or usage are decided by
theusmilitary andultimately
Potus,”muskwrote.

A ukrainian official con-
firmed that ukraine had hit a
Russianrefineryovernightinre-
sponse tomoscow's heavy bal-

listicmissile anddrone attacks
thatviolatedtheenergytruce.

ukraine’s latesttargetwasa
refinery in the Ryazan region
southeast ofmoscow,which is
owned by state oil major Ros-
neftandaccountsfornearly5%
ofRussia’srefinerythroughput,
helpingsupply thecapital.

Regional governor Pavel
malkov said in a post on tele-
gram that a major ukrainian
drone attack had caused a fire
at the refinery. damage was
beingassessedandemergency
serviceswereat thescene.

in the latest attacks on
ukraine, three people were
killed and six wounded in the
central region of Kirovohrad
overnight, as Russia launched
more than500drones.

in the FT interview, Zelen-
skyy criticisedWashington's
eagerness to strike business
deals with moscow and
trump’s apparent admiration
forRussia'sVladimirPutin.

Asked whether ukraine
wouldbeopentohaltingenergy
strikesasawayofrepairingrela-
tionswiththeWhiteHouse,Ze-
lenskyysaidhecouldagreeonly
if in returnhewere givenmore
us-madePatriot interceptors,
calling it the “minimum” that
wouldbeacceptable.

will hAlT sTRiKes only ifwegeTmoRe U.s. PATRioT inTeRcePToRs, sAys UKRAine PResidenT

Ukrainiandrone
strikecaused fireat
refinery:RyazanGov

AsupermarketdamagedbyaRussian jetdrone inOdesa region,
ukraine, onThursday. ReuteRs

Reuters
London,October 15

RussiA HAs nearly finished
building amajor new base for
launching jet-powered drones
in just six weeks, according to
defence experts and aReuters
analysisof satellite imagery, in
thelatestexpansionofitsattack
capabilityclose toukraine.

the site in what was an
empty field inRussia’s south-
westernRostovregiononAugust
31hadbecomeacomplexfacility
the size of around 126 soccer

pitchesbyWednesday,commer-
cial imageryprovidedbyPlanet
LabsandAirbusshowed.

the construction coincides
with a surge in the use of Rus-
sian jet-powered attackdrones
againstukraine,whichisstrug-
gling to intercept the faster
weapons that can travel at
speedsofupto600kmperhour.

mikemonnik, founder and
Ceoofprivateintelligencecom-
panydronesec, said the site in
theimagerywouldbecapableof
launching the Geran-4 and
Geran-5models,Russia'snewest

typesof jet-powereddrone.
Hesaid thewesternedgeof

the facility showed eight plat-
forms for launch rails capable
offiringthosedrones,addingto
anexistingRussiannetworkof
at least 11 fixed launch sites
used for drone attacks on
ukraine.

“the speedof construction
... demonstrates the ease with
whichRussiacanbringnow-es-
tablishedoffensivecapabilities
tobear rapidly,”monniksaid.

the site, he added, looked
veryclose tocompletionandit

will be “probably amatter of
weeks before (it is) fully oper-
ational, ifnotearlier.”

the construction of the fa-
cilitycoincideswithworsening
relations between Russia and
thenAtomilitaryalliance.

europeangovernments ac-
cusemoscow of stepping up a
campaign of sabotage, drone
incursions and cyberattacks
against them, while Russia
warnedlastmonthitcoulduse
nuclear weapons if nAto at-
tempted tocutoff itsKalining-
radexclave.

Russiabuildsdronebasenearborder in6weeks

Russiarestarts
dieselexports
afterdealwith
Trump:Kremlin
Moscow: the Kremlin said
thursday Russian diesel had
begun to reach globalmarkets
following an agreement with
usPresidentdonaldtrump.

“the diesel has started
reachingglobalmarkets and is
expected to have a positive ef-
fect on stabilising oilmarkets,
although it will not be enough
to fully stabilize them,” Krem-
lin spokesmandmitry Peskov
toldreportersonadailyconfer-
encecall.

LseGdata showedonWed-
nesdaythatRussiahadresumed
diesel export loadings fromthe
BalticportofPrimorsk.

According to the shipping
data, a tanker carrying around
40,000metrictonsofultra-low
sulphur diesel was loaded on
october13andwasheadingto-
wardsmorocco.ReuTeRS

Moscow:theeditor-in-chief of
Russian independent news-
paper Novaya Gazeta was
taken in for questioning by in-
vestigators in moscow on
thursday, theoutlet said, after
authoritiessearchedhishome.

theTASSstatenewsagency
said sergei sokolovwas being
questioned in a case regarding
“unlawfuluseofpersonaldata”
followingasearchathishome.

Novaya Gazeta said staff
lost contact with sokolov
aroundnoonlocaltime,before
aneditorialmeeting. ReuTeRS

Moscowpolice
questionNovaya
Gazetaeditor,
searchhis home

AssociatedPress
Cologne,October 15

GeRmAn AutHoRities
opened an investigation into
possible sexual harassment
after a robot controlled by two
youngmen touched the but-
tocks of a 16-year-old girl and
madethrustingmovementsto-
wardher,policesaid.

Police in thewesterncityof
Cologne responded after the
incidentovernightsaturdayto
sunday in which the robot’s
suspected 16-year-old owner
and a 19-year-old companion
weresaidtohavefilmedtheal-
legedassault.theyweresaidto
havestreamedtheincidentand
commentatedon itonline.

Colognepolice spokesman
ChristophBermel said the two
male teenagers have not been
chargedbutareconsideredsus-
pects, and investigators were
examiningwhether the robot’s
movements were prepro-
grammedor controlled in real
time.Policewereunfamiliarwith
thistypeofincident,hesaid.

“Wehavenotbeenawareof
thephenomenonsofar,”Bermel

toldTheAssociatedPress,saying
itwas“newterritoryforus.”

emergencyteamsthatwere
dispatched to the scene near a
fast-food restaurant found the
robot in the trunk of a vehicle,
Cologne police said in a state-
ment on monday. the robot
and the two youngmen’smo-
bilephoneswereconfiscated.

northRhineWestphaliaPo-
lice Cologne, on Facebook,
postedanimageofthered-and-
goldrobotlyingontheground.

the robot, said to be 120
centimeterstall,wasdressedin
awhite tank top, black sweat-
pantsandwearingagoldchain
andsunglasses.

Germancopsseize robot
thatgroped16-yr-oldgirl,
probewho ‘controlled’ it

Twoships ablaze
off Romanian
BlackSea coast,
7 sailorsmissing
Reuters
Bucharest,October 15

ResCueRsWeRe searching
for seven missing crew on
thursday from one of two
chemical tankers that caught
fire overnight just outside Ro-
manianterritorialwatersinthe
Blacksea,afterRussiandrones
strayed into national airspace,
Romanianofficials said.

RomanianPresidentnicusor
dansaidthetwoshipshadbeen
struckbydrones,butdeclinedto
saywhethertheywereRussian.

“two air drones hit them,”
dan told reporters in Brussels
ahead of a summit of eu
leaders, adding only a few
hours had elapsed since the
strikes andRomaniawaswait-
ing for more information.
“therewill be a reaction from
theRomanianstate,”headded.

thetwoshipshitovernight
were both anchored in the
Blackseanearthemouthofthe
sulina canal leading into the
danubeRiver,amajorshipping
routeusedbyukraineasRussia
has attacked ukraine's own
Blackseaports.

Ahandout fromtheCologne
Police shows the robot that
wasseizedasevidence. AP

Reuters
Washington,October 15

usPResidentdonaldtrump
has cancelled theplanned live-
streamof the execution of the
former us Army major who
killed 13 people at texas’ Fort
Hood, sayingonthursday that
he had overruled his defence
chiefwhohadintendedittobea
publicspectacle.

defencesecretaryPeteHeg-
sethhadannouncedearlierthis
monthnidalHasanwould be
executed by a firing squad on
december 3 at the Fort Hood
militarybase,thesiteofHasan’s

2009attack,surprisingmanyby
sayingitwouldbebroadcastlive.

trumpandhisadvisershad
beenunawareof the livestream
plan before Hegseth's an-
nouncement in amedia inter-
view, according to a White
Houseofficial speakingoncon-
ditionofanonymity.

“ithinkstreamingtheexecu-
tion for all to see might have
been a strongdeterrent for the
World towitness howAmerica
dealswithterroristsandsCum
likeHasanbut,manyverygood
andwellmeaningpeoplewould
rather not watch him die,
through streaming, or through
anyothervisualdevice,”trump
wroteon socialmedia. “Hewill
die... by firing squad, but this
eventwillnotbestreamed.”

thefamiliesofHasan'svic-
tims will be able to view the
execution in person if they so
choose, as is standard at us
executions.

Rescueworkerssearchthrough
therubbleatthesiteofaroof
collapseataprivateschool in
PeshawaronThursday.APNidalHasan

wascharged
withkilling 13
peopleand
injuring31
in2009. FILe

Trumpcancels livestreamofmilitary
executionofFortHoodshooterNidal

Reuters
Cairo,Dubai,October 15

Yemen’sHoutHis firedmis-
siles at the presidential palace
complex in the southerncityof
Aden thursday, killing two
guards,while thesaudi-led co-
alitioninYemendetaileddozens
of attacks on saudi infrastruc-
tureintheescalatingconflict.

theattackwasthefirstinthe
current conflict between the
iran-alignedHouthisandsaudi
ArabiaonAden’sal-maashiqpal-
ace, the seat ofYemen’s saudi-
backedandinternationally-rec-
ognisedgovernment.

the government's prime
ministerandcabinetmembers
were safe following the attack,
Yemeni informationminister
moammar al-eryani said.Wit-
nesses toldReuters theyheard
loud booms near the palace.
Yemen’scabinetsaidtheattack
involvedmissiles and drones,
and officials toldReuters that
twoguardswerekilled.

Houthimilitary spokesper-
son Yahya saree said theHou-
this had bombedwhat he de-
scribed as the saudi military
operations headquarters in
Aden,aspartof thegroup’sde-

clared policy of targeting
“saudi reinforcements
wherever theywere located”.

the Houthi-run news
agency SABA said the head-
quarters was run by saudi of-
ficers and that there were
weaponsdepots there.

Last week, government
forces launchedacampaign to
recapture areas controlled by
theHouthis,recoveringground
near Bab el-mandeb strait, a
global shipping artery. Resi-
dents of taiz, northwest of
Aden,havesaidtheyfaceinten-
sifying bombardment and
dwindling supplies asHouthis
tightentheirgriponareas near
Yemen’s third-largestcity.

As saudi Arabia backs gov-
ernment forces, the Houthis
have been firing ballisticmis-
siles and drones at saudi air-
ports, ports and oil installa-
tions, turningtheusally intoa
pressurepointinthewiderwar

and threatening its ambitious
economicplans.

onthursday, the saudi-led
coalition said theHouthis had
attempted to attack dozens of
sites,underscoringthethreatto
civilian infrastructure. theun
aviation agency’s governing
councilcondemnedrecentHou-
thiattacksonsaudiairports,air-
craftandaviationinfrastructure.

Coalition spokesperson
turki al-maliki saidHouthi at-
tacks onRiyadh’s King Khalid
international Airport this
monthhadkilled17peopleand
wounded333.

thecoalitionsaidattackson
Abha airport near the Yemeni
border killed three people and
wounded 28.maliki said the
Houthis had acquired ad-
vancedmilitarytechnology,in-
cluding ballistic missiles,
drones and explosive-laden
speedboats,withhelpfrom“re-
gionalactors”.

Harry&MeghanReturn
PrinceHarryandMeghan, theDukeandDuchessofSussex,visitTheCommunityRecordingStudio,ayouth
charity inNottingham,onThursday,duringtheir firstpublicappearancesincereturningtoBritain.AP

Ascreengrabof a socialmedia videoshowssmoke rising fromthe
presidential palacecomplex, inAden,Yemen,onThursday. ReuteRs

PM,Cabinet safe;
Coalition says
Houthis targeted
keySaudi sites

Presidentialpalace
inAdenfaceHouthi
strike,guardskilled

Zelenskyysays ‘done’withTrump’s
energy truce, hitsRussian refineries
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Jio EYEiNG iNdiA’S ExpANdiNG diGiTAl ECoNoMY TATA TRuSTS REplY To ChARiTY CoMMiSSioNER offiCE

GeorgeMathew
Mumbai,October 15

JIO PlaTFOrMs, the telecom
anddigital services armof re-
liance Industries (rIl), is look-
ing to tapa significant shareof
India’sexpandingdigitalecon-
omy,whichisexpectedtoreach
$1.4trillionbythefinancialyear
2030-31, and become a debt-
free company, Managing Di-
rector akash ambani said
ahead of the company’s initial
publicoffering (IPO).

ambani said the proceeds
from the IPOwould beused to
reducethecompany’snetdebt,
while future growth invest-
ments would be funded
throughoperatingrevenuesand
cashflows.

JioPlatformsispreparingfor
whatisexpectedtobeoneofthe
country’slargestpublicofferings
toraiseoverrs37,000crore.

“wehavealmost$3billionof
net debt onour books. The full
proceedstakeustobeanetdebt-
free company, and the growth
capital is something that will
flow fromour revenues,” am-
banisaidatapressconference.

The announcement of Jio’s
IPOcomesamidanallegationby
elonMuskoverdelaysingrant-
ing final security clearance for
starlink’slaunchinIndia.

Muskhas accused the gov-
ernmentandrIlChairmanMu-
kesh ambani of stalling star-
link’s entry toprotectreliance
Jio’smarketposition,allegations
theCentrehasrejected.

he said that around30%of
the company’s revenue flows
intofreecashflow,whichwould
continue to be invested to de-
livervaluetocustomers.

ambani said Jio expected
growthacrossitsmobility,enter-
prise,homebroadbandanddigi-
tal services businesses to sup-
port revenue expansion. The

companyhasalso improved its
earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation andamortisation
(ebITDa)margin from50% to
53%overthepastthreeyears.

he said further improve-
ments were possible through
technology-led optimisation
andtheintroductionofservices
beyondthoserequiringtelecom
licences.

Serviceskeytogrowth
On the possibility of future

tariff increases, ambani said
the companyhad the ability to
raise prices but wanted to
prioritise offering additional
services to customers rather
than relying primarily on per-
gigabytedatapricing.

“we have themost afford-
ableplansinIndia,andwehave
the price lever that we can
always play. but our first en-
deavour is to delivermore ser-
vices to our users and extract
valuethatourcompetitorshave
left,”hesaid.

he added that tariffs were
only oneof the severalways to
increase value, with the com-
panycontinuing to focusonaf-
fordabilityandservicequality.

Jio’slargecustomerbaseand

technologyinfrastructurewould
provideopportunitiestoexpand
its offerings acrossmobile con-
nectivity,homebroadbandand
enterpriseservices.

Wirelesstechnologyto
expand

ambani said Jio’s proprie-
tary unlicensed-band radio
(ubr)technologyhadexpanded
thecompany’saddressablemar-
ketforhomebroadbandfrom40
million homes to 100million
homes.Thenetworkequipment
rollout for the technologyhad
been completed, allowing the
company to connect homes
wirelesslyatthelastmile.

ambani said Jio would be
abletoprovidehomebroadband
connectivitywithin48hoursof
acustomer’srequest.

Jiohasalsobeenexpanding
itsfixedbroadbandbusiness.

Its technology investments,
includingitsstandalone5Gnet-
work and proprietary broad-
band technologies, have been
identified as important advan-
tagesinthecompany’seffortsto
expand connectivity and im-
provenetworkeconomics.

FullrEporton
www.indianExprEss.com

the Jioplatformslimited ipo, set tobe the india’s largest,will hit
themarketonoctober21. ani

IPOproceedswill
makeJiodebt-free,
saysAkashAmbani

ENSEconomicBureau
Mumbai,October 15

ThereserVe bank of India
(rbI)DeputyGovernorswami-
nathanJonThursdaysaidthat
oversightandinternalcontrols
must strengthen as financial
institutionsgrow,warningthat
expansion without adequate
safeguards could undermine
long-termsustainability.

speaking at the Financial
expressModernbFsIsummit
in Mumbai, swaminathan
said institutions must treat
stakeholders,particularlycus-
tomers, fairly and earn their
trust every day to build sus-
tainable balance sheets.

“Oversight and controls

shouldalsogrow,commensur-
atewith or keep pacewith the
growth of the organisation.
Thenyouarebuildingamodel
that is sustainable,”he said.

Growth, he emphasised,
should not be measured
merely by its pace, scale or
size,butalsobythestrengthof
the controlsunderpinning it.

swaminathan said the
Indian financial system was
entering its next phase froma

positionofstrength,supported
by improvedassetqualityand
comfortable capital buffers.

Thechallenge,however,wasto
preservethesestrengthsasthe
system expanded, became
more technology-intensive
and increasingly intercon-
nected.heoutlinedthreeprio-
ritiesforfinancial institutions.
First, as institutions pursue
growth and reduce friction,
controlsmustevolvealongside
businessprocesses.

second, trust must be
treated as an asset requiring
continuousinvestment.Third,
resilience must be measured
not merely by the ability to
withstand disruptions, but
also by how quickly institu-
tionscandetectproblems,take
decisions and recover.

hesaidcustomer trustwas

tested every day through the
sale of financial products, the
handlingofcustomerdataand
the resolutionof grievances.

The deputy governor also
stressed the importance of
makingfinancialproductsand
services affordable, while re-
sponding to a question on the
draft insuranceguidelinespro-
posing tighter commission
norms. he emphasized that
achievingthevisionofuniver-
salaccessto insurance, invest-
ments,socialsecurityandpen-
sionsunderViksitbharat2047
would require financial insti-
tutions to bringdown the cost
of delivering these products
and services.

“allproductsaremadefairly

accessible, but are they afford-
ableaswell?Ifnot,thentheywill
reach only a smallmarket and
leave out a large market,”
swaminathansaid.

hesaidaffordabilitywasan
important consideration be-
hind the proposed guidelines.
The Insuranceregulatory and
Development authority of
India (IrDaI) would examine
the feedback received from
stakeholders before taking a
finaldecision.

askedwhethertightercom-
mission norms could hurt
banks' fee income, swamina-
thansaidthelossofonerevenue
streamwouldnot threaten the
industry,asbankswouldfindal-
ternativesourcesof income.FE

growthshouldnotbegauged
merelyby itspace, scaleor
size, but alsoby thestrengthof
thecontrols underpinning it,
swaminathansaid. Linkedin

l strong controls, customEr trust and rEsiliEncE KEy to sustainaBlE growth, says swaminathan

Oversightmustkeeppacewithgrowth:RBIDeputyGovernor

SukalpSharma
NewDelhi,October 15

GraPPlING wITh severe
headwinds and mounting
losses, Tata group airline air
India has set up a dedicated
multidisciplinary, cross-func-
tionalteamtoidentifycost-sav-
ingopportunitiesacrossthethe
airline group, with the new
CeO Tewolde Gebremariam
listing “cost consciousness” as
acriticalpriorityforthecarrier.

aspartoftheendeavour,air
India has tightened approvals
for staff’s on-duty travel and is
also launching an initiative to
reward employees for cost re-
duction ideas.

“They (cost savings team)
will systematically review all
expenditure and identify cost-
saving opportunities across
functions. Please extend your

fullsupportandcooperationto
theteamastheyundertakethis
importantefforttohelpdeliver
cost efficiencies across the or-
ganisation,”Gebremariamsaid
in an internalmessage to em-
ployees,urgingthemtobuilda
mindsetof“frugality,account-
ability, and thoughtful deci-
sion-making”.

“we should continually
challengeourselves toask—is
this expenditure necessary? Is
there amore efficient way to
achieve the same outcome?
smalldecisions, takenconsist-
ently across the organisation,
cancollectivelystrengthenour
financial resilience,” said the
new air India CeO, who for-
mallytookchargeonOctober1.

he said that the airline is
navigating an “exceptionally
challengingoperatingenviron-
ment”.

In the faceofchallenges—
which include external head-
winds like airspace closures
and surging jet fuel prices, as
well as the impact of last
year’s devastating crash of
flight aI 171 — air India
posted a consolidated loss of
over rs 22,000 crore in 2025-
26, more than double of its
loss in the previous financial
year. amid the crises, air
India isalsoseekingabout$1.5
billion from shareholders
Tata sons and singapore air-
lines, it is learnt.

accordingtosources inthe
know, Gebremariam is also
activelypursuingdeeper inte-
gration and operational syn-
ergybetweenair Indiaand its
budget airline air India ex-
press to curbwidening finan-
cial losses. FullrEporton

www.indianExprEss.com

Air IndiaCEO forms teamto spot cost
savingsopportunitiesamidheadwinds

SitharamanmeetsJapanesecounterpart
FinanceministernirmalasitharamanmetherJapanesecounterpartsatsukiKatayamaonthursdayonthe
sidelinesoftheworldBank-imFannualmeetinginBangkok.theydiscussedaformalFintechcooperation
framework,cBdcusecases,cybersecuritycooperation,andtheroleofai infinancialservices.x/FinMinindia

SCupholds
quashingof
YesBank’sAT-1
bonds’writeoff
Mumbai: The supremeCourt
onThursdayupheldthequash-
ing of the Yes bank’s rs 8,415-
crore additional Tier-1 (aT-1)
bondwrite-off.

Following the ruling, the
lender’s sharesplunged 14.43%
to rs 18.15 on the stock ex-
changes. The bank said it was
examiningthejudgmentandits
implicationsbeforemakingany
furtherdisclosures,asrequired.

In a disclosure to the stock
exchanges, Yes bank said the
judgment, pronouncedonOc-
tober 15, arose from appeals
against the bombay high
Court’s January 20, 2023 deci-
sion setting aside the write-
downoftheaT-1bonds.

Thebanksaiditwouldmake
further disclosures asmay be
required after examining the
order. It also stated that, apart
from the supremeCourt judg-
ment and information already
available in thepublicdomain,
it was not aware of any undis-
closedinformationoreventcon-
cerning thebank that couldex-
plain the movement in its
securities.Ens FullrEporton

www.indianExprEss.com

Netdirect tax
mop-upgrows
13%tillOct 14
NewDelhi: Netdirecttaxcol-
lectionhasincreased13.21%
toaboutRs13.38lakhcrore
sofarthisfinancialyear,
reachingabout50%ofthe
fullyearbudgettarget.The
growthindirecttaxcollec-
tionbetweenApril1andOc-
tober14thisfiscal isdriven
byarobust20%growthin
corporatetaxes,despitea
67%increaseinrefundsto
non-corporatetaxpayers.pti

HLLLifecare
launches
digital store
NewDelhi:HLL Lifecare
Ltd (HLL) Thursday
launched a digital store to
expand access to its prod-
ucts and services, the com-
pany said. The ‘HLL eStore’
will allow customers,
partners and healthcare
institutions to connect
with HLL from
anywhere, at any time. It
has played a key role in
strengthening the health-
care system. Ens

Closingauction
session:SEBI
revisesnorms
Mumbai: The SEBI on
Thursday revised the
framework for the Closing
Auction Session (CAS),
changing trading timings,
and the methodology for
determining settlement
prices of stock and index
derivatives contracts. Now
the 10-minute CAS will op-
erate from 3:30 pm to 3:40
pm on all trading days,
while trading in index and
stock derivatives will con-
tinue until 3:45 pm, with
certain exceptions for ex-
piring index derivatives
contracts. pti

EssarOil&Gas
wins5coal-bed
methaneblocks
NewDelhi:EssarOil&GasLtd
hassecuredfivecoal-bed
methane(CBM)blocksacross
WestBengal,Madhya
PradeshandTelangana,ad-
dingabout1,281squarekilo-
metresofacreagewithesti-
matedgas-in-placeresources
of6.6trillioncubicfeet.Ens

lBriefly

KishorKadam
Mumbai,October 15

INDIaN equITIes bucked a
sharpsell-offacrossasianmar-
ketsonThursday,withthesen-
sex soaring more than 1,500
pointsandtheNiftyendingjust
shyof the23,000mark.

hopes of an early India-us
trade deal, easing crude oil
prices and a stronger rupee
lifted sentiment, making do-
mestic benchmarks the best
performers in theregion.

however, while heavy-
weightstocksdrovethebench-
markshigher,thebroadermar-
ket remained under pressure,
withdecliningstocksoutnum-
beringadvancingones.Foreign

portfolio investors also con-
tinuedtowithdrawfundsfrom
Indianequities.

The sensex surged 1,533.72
points, or 2.11%, to close at
74,315.61, while theNifty rose
374.65points, or 1.66%, to settle
at 22,997.35. both benchmarks
recordedtheirbiggestsingle-day
gainsinfourmonths.

Foreign investors remained
net sellers, offloading shares
worthrs5,285.37croreonThurs-
day.Their cumulativeoutflows
inOctober reachedrs 44,008
crore, or about $4.6billion, the
highestinfivemonths.Domestic
institutional investorsprovided
some support, purchasing
equitiesworthrs3,319.39crore
duringthesession.FE

Sensex soarsover 2%,
defiesAsian sell-off

GeorgeMathew
Mumbai,October 15

TaTaTrusTshavechallenged
former trusteeMehli Mistry’s
legal standing to contest
changes involving the Trusts,
arguing that his objections are
notmaintainable after the ex-
piryofhis three-year tenure.

In a reply submitted to the
MaharashtraCharityCommis-
sioner’s office, the trusts have
also contended that the pro-
ceedings cannot be used to
raise broader questions about
their governance, administra-
tion and other trustees’ ap-
pointmentoreligibility.

The trusts have urged the
authoritytodecidepreliminary
questions concerning the
maintainability of Mistry’s
objections before examining
the merits of the allegations
raisedbyhim.

according to their sub-
mission, the scope of the pro-
ceedingsislimitedtodetermin-
ing whether his trusteeship
ceased after the completion of
his term.

Mistry’s three-year tenure
endedonOctober28, 2025.

Tata Trusts have argued
that, with the expiry of his ap-
pointment,hecannotcontinue
toraiseobjectionsinthecapac-
ityofatrustee.Theyhavemain-
tainedthatissuesrelatingtothe

functioning and administra-
tionofthetrustsfalloutsidethe
limited question currently be-
foretheCharityCommissioner.

Circumstances
aroundMistry’s exit

Mistry, a close confidant of
the late Tata Group patriarch
ratanTata,haslevelledseveral
allegations against fellow
trustees, including Vice-
ChairmenVenusrinivasanand
Vijay singh. he has also in-
formed the Charity Commis-
sioner that hedoesnotwish to
serve as a trustee of any of the
13 Tata Trusts, which collec-
tively own 66% of Tata sons,
theprincipalholdingcompany
of thegroup.

The dispute centres on the
circumstances surrounding
Mistry’sexitfromthetwotrusts
and the extent to which the
Charity Commissioner can
examine the issues he has
raised.TataTrustshaveargued
that the authority should first
establish whether his objec-
tions can be considered in the
current proceedings, rather
thanmove directly to the sub-
stantiveallegations.

Mistry was appointed a
trusteeofthebaihirabaiTrust
forathree-yeartermbeginning
October 29, 2022. In its reply,
Tata Trusts stated thatMistry
hadacceptedtheappointment

onthosetermsinaletterdated
November 25, 2022, written in
response to a communication
fromratanTata,whowasthen
thechairman.

Thetrustshavereliedonthe
terms of that appointment to
support their argument that
Mistry’s tenure ended on Oc-
tober28,2025.Theirpositionis
thattheproceedingsbeforethe
CharityCommissionerarecon-
finedtothequestionoftheces-
sation of his trusteeship and
should not be expanded to
cover separate disputes con-
cerning the eligibility of other
trustees or the administration
of the institutions.

Mistry’s objections, how-
ever, extend beyond his own
position on the boards.hehas
raised questions concerning
trustee appointments, govern-
ance and decision-making
within the Tata Trusts, aswell
as issues involving the admin-
istrationof thecharitable insti-
tutions. his allegations have
broughttheinternaldifferences
among trustees into sharper
focus.Thedisputehasunfolded
against the backdrop of dis-
agreements over trustee ap-
pointments and the decision-
making process within the
trusts following ratan Tata’s
deathinOctober2024.

FullrEporton
www.indianExprEss.com

‘Mehlidoesn’thave legal right
tocontestchanges inTrusts’

ShubhamRana
NewDelhi,October 15

Thebaseyear revisionof In-
dia’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP)seriesearlier thisyear is
a “welcome development,”
andthechanges inmethodol-
ogy are in line with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund’s
(IMF) advice, the Fund’s asia
and Pacific Department Di-
rectorKrishnasrinivasansaid
onThursday.

“On the issue of GDP revi-
sion,theyhaverevisedthebase
and the use of PPI (Producer
Price Index) and IIP (Index of

IndustrialProduction)torevise
the production side of GDP.
These are welcome develop-
ments and these revisions to
themethodology are entirely
consistent with the advice
we’vebeengivingthem,”srini-
vasan said at a press confer-
ence. The IMF, in its 2025 an-
nual review, gave India’s
national accounts statistics,
which includeGDP andGross
Valueadded(GVa),a‘C’grade,
suggestingmethodologicaland
coverage-related shortcom-
ings. The ‘C’ gradewas for the
oldGDPseries,whichhadFY12
as thebaseyear. FE

IMFhailsIndia’sGDPrevision
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Explain d

sushantkulkarni
Pune,October 15

THISWEEK,hundredsof supermarkets inFrancewere
hit bya cyberattack that spiked the temperatures of their
fridges and freezers, causing foodworthmillionsof euros
to spoil. Theattackexposedavulnerability that extends
beyond the financial or retail sector: the ability of
hackers to interferewithphysical equipment through
vulnerable internet-connectedcontrol systems.

France’s cybersecurity agencyhaswarned that
attackson theequipmentmay still beunderway,high-
lighting the risksposedbyoutdated software and
exposed industrial systems.

Howtheattackhappened
Thecyberattackaffected refrigeration systemsat

supermarkets belonging to severalmajor retail chains.
Reports suggest that compromised refrigerationcon-

trol systemsallowedattackers tomanipulate their tem-
perature anddefrost settings, forcing some fridges to
warmup to50degreesCelsius overnight intoMonday
morning.Many supermarketswere forced todiscard
freshand frozenproducts.

FrenchministerRolandLescure toldparliamenton
Tuesday: “700of the 10,000sites spreadacross the
countryhavebeenaffected.These 700siteshavediscon-
nected theplatform.”

Inanalert issuedonOctober 12 andupdatedon
October 13, France’snational cybersecurity response
team,CERT-FR, identified equipmentmadebyDanish
companyDanfoss, aswell as systemsassociatedwith

CopelandandDixell, as
among thoseaffected. Sig-
nificantly, the agency
warned that the threat
mightnothaveended.
“Attack campaigns are
probably still ongoing,”
thealert said.

Although theprecise
mechanismbywhichat-
tackers compromised the
refrigerators isnot clear
yet, cybersecurity experts
quotedbyReuters said

that all signspointed toabasic stunt enabledbothby the
failure to adoptDanfoss’ softwareupdates andbyexpos-
ingdevice interfaces to the internet.

Lessons forcountries like India
TheFrench incidenthighlights risks for countries

suchas Indiawhichare increasingly connecting their
infrastructure todigital networks. India’s power
networks, factories, transport systems—suchasmetros,
flights and trains—hospitals, smart cities, and foodand
pharmaceutical supply chains increasinglydependon
operational technology tomonitor andcontrol physical
processes. Traffic signals,water treatment systemsand
industrial control equipment couldalsobevulnerable.
Compromised refrigerationand temperature-monitor-
ing systemscoulddamage food,medicines, vaccines and
bloodproducts.

The IndianComputerEmergencyResponseTeam
(CERT-In) issues cybersecurity advisories,while theNa-
tionalCritical Information InfrastructureProtection
Centreprotectsdesignatedcritical infrastructure.How-
ever, officialshave stressed theneed for security
measures covering individualdevices, older equipment
and third-party systems.

“Organisations should removeunnecessary internet
exposure, apply security updates and replace
equipment that cannot be adequately secured. The at-
tack in France shows that such incidents candisrupt
physical systems and threaten essential services. For
India, the lesson extends beyond supermarkets to any
connected systemwhose failure could disrupt supply
chains or endanger public safety,” said an officerwho
has served in the pastwith the IndianCyber CrimeCo-
ordinationCentre.

Withpublicutilities, industries, hospitals and supply
chains increasinglydependentonconnected systems,
the incident offers lessons for India at both the individ-
ual-systemand infrastructure-wide levels, including for
assetsnot traditionally consideredpart of the cyberse-
curity landscape, theofficer added.

freezingpoint
lsupermarket cold aisles are
typically runbycontrol panels
thatmanageanentire store’s
fridges and freezers.
lsuchpoints canbeaccessed
over the internet, lettingmain-
tenancecompanies adjust them
fromanywhere.

ACTORIMRANKhan,aUScitizenandOver-
seasCitizenof India (OCI) cardholder, has
beenaskedbytheForeignersRegionalReg-
istrationOffice(FRRO)toleaveIndiabyOc-
tober 28, days after he joined a protest in
MumbaidemandingtheresignationofChief
ElectionCommissionerGyaneshKumar.

Khanwasdetainedalongwithotherpro-
testersatAugustKrantiMaidanonOctober
10.Subsequently,BJP leaderKirit Somaiya
complainedtopolicethatKhan,beingafor-
eignnational, had violated the lawbypar-
ticipating in thedemonstration. The com-
plaintwas forwarded to the FRRO,which
issuedtheLeaveIndianotice.Accordingto
police,thenoticesaysKhanhadviolatedim-
migrationlawbyjoiningtheprotest.

WhoisanOCI,andwhatrightsdoes
thestatuscarry?

The OCI scheme was introduced in
2005 for certain categories of foreign na-
tionalsofIndianorigin.Indiadoesnotper-
mitdualcitizenship,andanOCIremainsa
foreign national holding the passport of
anothercountry.

Thestatusneverthelessgivesprivileges
unavailable to ordinary foreignnationals,
mostimportantlyamultiple-entrylifelong
visaandexemptionfromregistrationwith
the FRRO irrespective of the duration of
stay. OCI cardholders also receive parity
with Indian citizens or NRIs in certain
areas, including some property, educa-
tionalandprofessional rights.

But thereare restrictions.AMarch2021
governmentnotificationrequiresOCIcard-
holderstoobtainspecialpermissionbefore
undertaking research;missionary or Tab-
lighwork;mountaineering; journalisticac-
tivity;certainemploymentorinternshipsin
foreigndiplomaticestablishments;orenter-
ingprotected,restrictedorprohibitedareas.

Significantly inKhan’s case, thenotifi-
cationdoesnotexpresslylistparticipation
in political protests or demonstrations as
anactivity requiringpriorpermission.

OCIs also do not possess the political
rightsof Indiancitizens.UnderSection7B
of theCitizenshipAct, theycannotvoteor
contest elections, andArticle 19 rights—

includingtheconstitutionalguaranteesof
freedomof speechandpeaceful assembly
—areguaranteedspecifically tocitizens.

CananOCIbeaskedto leaveIndia for
joiningaprotest?

The Immigration and Foreigners Act,
2025,whichcame into force inSeptember
2025andreplacedtheForeignersAct,1946,
gives the government wide powers over
foreignnationals—andanOCI remainsa
foreignnational for thispurpose.

There isnoprovisionintheAct thatex-
pressly says that a foreignnational cannot
attend a political rally or demonstration.
However, the law gives the government
considerablediscretiontoregulatethepres-
ence,activitiesandconductofforeignersin
India. The FRROnotice to Khan invokes
Section 7(2)(c), readwith Section 29, of the
ImmigrationandForeignersAct,2025.

Section7empowersthegovernmentto
issue orders regulating or restricting the
entry, departure or continuedpresence of
foreignersinIndia.Clause(c)ofsubsection
(2), invoked against Khan, allows the gov-
ernmenttodirectthataforeigner“shallnot
remain in India or in any specified area

therein”. Section 29 goes further. It em-
powers the government to order the re-
moval of a foreigner for contravention of
theAct,itsrulesorordersmadeunderit,or
onthebasisofan“adversesecurityreport”.
Theprovisionalsoauthorisesgovernment
officers to exercise reasonable powers
necessary toenforcesuchdirections.

Thesignificanceisthatthestatuteitself
doesnotdesignate“politicalprotest”aspro-
hibited conduct. But it gives the executive
latitudetoprohibitparticularcategoriesof
activity throughanorderordirection.

Section7separatelyempowersthegov-
ernmenttorestrictaforeigner'sassociation
with specified persons, prohibit activities
ofaspecifieddescriptionandregulatecon-
duct. However, the notice invokes the
powertodirectaforeignernottoremainin
India,ratherthantheprovisionspecifically
concerningrestrictionsonactivities.

And these are not powers exercisable
only by theUnionHomeMinistry. A Sep-
tember2025notificationdelegatedpowers
underSection7(2)andSection29toFRROs
andForeignersRegistrationOfficers.

In 2020, the Calcutta High Court
quashed a Leave India Notice issued to

PolishstudentKamilSiedczynski,whohad
participatedinananti-CAArallyinKolkata.
ThegovernmenthadinvokedthethenFor-
eignersAct.Thecourtfoundthenoticedefi-
cient and held, on the law then before it,
thatmere participation in a political rally
wasnotbyitselfsufficienttosustaintheac-
tion. The 2025Act has since replaced that
law, although it retains similarly broad
executivepowersover foreigners.

WhencanOCIregistrationitselfbe
cancelled?

This is a different process governedby
Section7Dof theCitizenshipAct.

ThegovernmentmaycancelOCI regis-
trationifitwasobtainedthroughfraud,false
representationorconcealmentofamaterial
fact; if thepersonhasshown“disaffection”
towardstheConstitution;helpedanenemy
duringwar; or, in specified circumstances,
hasbeenconvictedofseriouscrime.

The widest ground is Section 7D(e),
whichpermitscancellationwhere thegov-
ernmentconsidersitnecessaryintheinter-
estsofthesovereigntyandintegrityofIndia,
securityofIndia,friendlyrelationswithfor-
eigncountries,or“thegeneralpublic”.

Thelawhassincebeenexpandedtocover
specified legal violations aswell as certain
casesinvolvingOCIstatusobtainedthrough
marriage.Butunlike a straightforward im-
migration direction, cancellation now
carriesanexpressproceduralsafeguard:an
OCImustbegivenareasonableopportunity
of being heard. Courts have repeatedly
examinedhowmuchlatitudethebroadcan-
cellationprovisionsgivethegovernment.

SowhatcanKhandonow?
Khancanmake a representation to the

FRROor theCentre seekingwithdrawal or
reconsideration of the notice. But unlike
cancellationofOCI registrationunderSec-
tion 7D of the Citizenship Act, where the
statute expressly guarantees a reasonable
opportunityofbeingheard,thereisnocom-
parable appeal procedure spelt out in Sec-
tion7ofthe2025immigrationlaw.

HisotherremedyistoapproachtheHigh
CourtunderArticle226oftheConstitution,
challenging the legality of theLeave India
Notice and seeking interim protection
againstitsoperation.Khan’slawyershaveal-
readyapproachedtheBombayHighCourt.

The notice requires him to leave India
byOctober28.UnlesstheFRROwithdraws
ormodifiesit,orthecourtgrantsprotection,
the direction remains operative and he
wouldberequiredtoleavebythatdeadline.

l lAw

Govt’s sweepingpowers
overOCIcardholders

actor imrankhan,anoCi,hasbeen
told to leave india.The lawdoesnotbar
foreigners fromprotests,butdoesgive
govtwidepowersover their conduct

OCIsarenot
citizens

The oCi scheme
was introduced

in 2005 for
certain

categories of
foreign nationals
of indian origin.

l

india does not
permit dual

citizenship, and
an oCi remains a
foreign national

holding the
passport of

another country.

l SHIppInG

whyindianskeepsailing into riskywaters,whatkinget if theydie
Purnimasah
Mumbai,October 15

SINCE THEWest Asia conflict began in
February, 16 Indian seafarers have been
killedinattacksonmerchantships.Thirty-
threehavebeeninjured,andthreearemiss-
ing.Allbutoneofthedeadwereonforeign-
flagged vessels. Shyam Jagannathan,
DirectorGeneral of Shipping in theUnion
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Inland
Waterways,toldTheIndianExpress:“Inab-
solute numbers, foreign-flagged vessels
have sustained more hits than Indian-
flaggedvessels.However,intermsofcasu-
alties, Indiahaspaid thehighestcost.”

Whyaresomanyof thedead
seafarers Indian?

BecauseIndianscrewtheworld’sships.
India is the second-largest supplierof sea-
farers after the Philippines. Its workforce
grew from 1.03 lakh in 2013 to 3.23 lakh in
2025.Morethanninein10Indianseafarers
in fleets tracked by the government serve
onforeign-flaggedvessels.TheIndianflag
protects a vessel in diplomatic terms, but
most Indiansat seaaren’tunder it.

India’sDirectorateGeneralofMaritime

Administration(DGMA)issuesadvisories,
but does not ban seafarers frommove-
ment. The Strait of Hormuz, the Red Sea
and the Gulf of Aden are classed as high-
risk zones, andcompanies are told to take
precautions. The one hard rule came on
August5.UnderCircular47,ashipowneror
crewing agencymust inform the DGMA
before taking a vessel throughHormuz,
andmust obtain the written consent of
every Indianseafareronboard.

Jagannathan’s explanation forwhy In-
dians agree to go in the first place is that
“someseafarerscontinuetoacceptassign-
ments in conflict zones because shipping
companies offer two to three times their
normalwages,whileothersmaybedriven
byfinancialnecessity”.

Thegovernment’s legalposition is that
merchant shipshave the rightof innocent
passage under theUNConvention on the
LawoftheSea,andthatseafarers,nowrec-
ognisedaskeyworkersundertheMerchant
ShippingAct, 2025,have theright toasafe
workplace.

AreIndianstrappedout there?
It depends on who you ask, and how

youdefinetrapped.Jagannathanacknowl-

INMyclinic inMumbai lastmonth, Imet
a13-year-oldboywithType2diabetes,fatty
liver and a Body Mass Index of 32. His
mother told me: “He hardly eats home
food,doctor.Onlychips,fastfood,biscuits
and cola.” For 35 years, I have treated dia-
betes as a disease of adults. Today, I am
treating it as a disease of habits formed in
childhood. That child is no exception.
Rather,he isanearlywarning.

Thisyear,onWorldFoodDay,theworld
has chosen a powerful theme: “Innovate

today.Nourishtomorrow.”Thecoregoalis
to harness science, technology, data and
traditional knowledge to build resilient,
sustainableagrifoodsystemsandfightglo-
bal hunger. It is a timely theme. But as a
doctorwho sees the end of the food chain
in the formofdiabetes andobesity, Iwant
toadd:Wecannotnourish tomorrowifwe
donot innovate inourclassroomstoday.

Our Vedas answered this 3,000 years
ago:“Annamhibhootanamjyeshtham,tas-
maatsarvaushadhamuchyate (foodis the
eldestofallbeings,thereforeitiscalledthe
medicine forall)”; and: “Aaharshuddhau
sattva shuddhi (When food is pure, the
mindbecomespure).”

Modernscienceisnowcatchingupwith
this traditional knowledge. That is exactly
whatthisyear’sWorldFoodDaycallsfor—
blendingscience,technologyandtradition.

The numbers should concern us. The
ICMR-INDIABstudyestimates that India
nowhas101millionpeoplelivingwithdia-
betes and 136million with pre-diabetes.

TheNationalFamilyHealthSurveyshows
oneinfourchildrenbetweenfiveandnine
years is overweight. More than half of
what urban adolescents eat is ultra-pro-
cessed, and 70% of adult non-communi-
cablediseaseshaveroots inhabits formed
before age 15.

Weonceworriedaboutchildrennotget-
tingenoughtoeat.Now,wemustfightboth
hungerandhiddenhunger causedbyeat-
ing toomuchof thewrongkind, tooearly.

This iswhere innovationmustbegin—
not just in labsandfarms,but inschools.A
child spends nearly 8,000hours in school
betweenages fiveand15.

More thanwithadoctor, aplayground,
oreventhefamilydiningtable,itisinthese
hoursthattasteisformed,thatthepalateis
programmed, that the brain learns what
“normal”foodlookslike.yet,oureducation
system,evenafterNationalEducationPol-
icy 2020’swelcome focus on foundational
literacy andnumeracy, hasno foundation
forwellbeing.

In four decades of treatingmetabolic
disease, Ihavecometobelieve five simple
school habits predict fifty years of health.
Theyare theperfectexampleof thisyear’s
theme in action, using science, data and
traditionalwisdomtogether.
First, the breakfast habit. Data shows

nearlyathirdofurbanIndianchildrenskip
breakfast.Scienceshowsachildwhoskips
breakfast is 40%more likely to be over-
weight and performs poorly in attention
andmathematics.Ourtraditionalwisdom
offers the solution: ragi, peanut, sattu or
eggs—local, seasonalbrain food.
seCond, thewater habit. India has re-

corded the fastest growth in sugar-swee-
tenedbeverageconsumptionamongado-
lescents—over300%inadecade.Onecola
hasmanyspoonsofsugar.Innovationhere
requires policy:Water bells, safe drinking
water stations and no-sugar drink zones,
asschoolsinKeralaandMaharashtrahave
pioneered.
third, themilletandfruithabit.Millets

are low glycemic, high fibre and climate-
resilient—theultimateanswertosustain-
ableagrifoodsystems. IfwecanmakeMil-
letMondaysandRainbowTiffinTuesdays
aspirational,wecanbuildbothhealthand
resilience.
Fourth, the movement habit. Data

showsonly18%ofIndianadolescentsmeet
the60-minutedailyactivitynorm,accord-
ing to a study in The Lancet. We have
steadily replaced PT periods with extra
maths tuition. We are building sharper
brainsbutsickerbodies.
FiFth, the sleep habit. Research shows

averagesleepin12to15-year-oldsisnow6.5
hoursagainsttherequired8-9hours.Sleep
deprivationincreasesthelevelsofghrelin,
thehungerhormone,anddrivesinsulinre-
sistance. A 10 pm lights-off rule is more
powerful thananyvitaminsupplement.

All this just requires a new lens— the
WorldFoodDay lensof innovation. Seven
low-cost,innovativenudgescantransform
aschool tomorrow: fruitbirthdays instead

of chocolate birthdays; five minutes of
mindful eating at lunchtime; teaching
children to read food labels usingmobile
appsanddata;a10x10feetkitchengarden
using traditional knowledge; amonthly
parent tiffinworkshop; a safe playground
hour;andanannualwellbeingreportcard
alongside themarkscard.

Thereisalsoaneconomicreasontoact.
The direct economic burden of diabetes
alone will cross $90 billion by 2033. One
rupee invested inschoolhealthandnutri-
tionreturns16rupeesinhealthcaresavings
andproductivity, according toWHO.

Somearguediet is a familymatter, not
aschoolmatter.Inreality,it isboth.Achild
cannot saynoto junk if thecanteensells it
and the food environment is stacked
againsthim/her. Ifwetrulywantto“Inno-
vatetodaytoNourishtomorrow,”wemust
start with the tiffin today. A resilient, sus-
tainableagrifoodsystemwillmean little if
thenextgenerationhaslosttheabilityand
desire toeat fromit.

edged that vessels trying to crossHormuz
havebeenhitbyprojectiles.

The DGMA’s written response says
somethingfirmer:regularcrewchangesare
happening, and “no seafarer remains
trappedorstrandedonavesselforaperiod
exceeding theircontract”.

AsofOctober8,DGMAwastracking38
vessels of Indian interest in the Persian
Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden:30Indian-flaggedshipscarrying750

Indianseafarers,andeightforeign-flagged
shipswithcargoboundfor India.They in-
cludecontainervessels,crudeandproduct
tankers,bulkcarriersandLPGcarriers.

Whathappens incaseofdeathor
illness?

Ifaseafarerdiesinawar-likeorhigh-risk
zone, the SeafarersWelfare Fund Society
pays Rs 10 lakh ex gratia.Members of the
NationalUnionofSeafarersofIndiareceive
another Rs 10 lakh,whilemembers of the
MaritimeUnionofIndiareceiveRs12lakh.

On topof that, the shipowner’s protec-
tionand indemnity insurerpayscompen-
sationunder thecrewcontract.

TheDGMAisaregulator,andnotanem-
ployer. “We guide seafarers towards their
parent companies if theywish to seek em-
ployment,” Jagannathan said. Thosewho
don’twanttogobacktoseagethelpsettling
wages and dues and claiming insurance.
Lostdocumentsarereplacedfreeofcharge.

WelfareFundschemesincludeaDeath
onBoardBenefit, aSurvivor’sBenefit and
anInvalidityBenefitofRs6lakheach,Rs2
lakh for critical illness, and Rs 20,000 a
month for up to 12months for seafarers
whoseshipshaveabandonedthem.

limited
protection
lMore thannine in
10 indian seafarers in
fleets trackedbygovt
serveon foreign-
flaggedvessels.
lthe indian flag
protects a vessel in
diplomatic terms,
butmost indians at
sea aren’t under it.

DeepTiman Tiwary

lGlOBAl

The supermarket
fridge hack in
France and the
warning it holds
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lwOrld fOOd dAy tOdAy

Diabetes isadiseaseof childhoodhabits; the fightagainst itmust start fromschool

Commercial vessels anchored in theStrait
ofHormuzoffBandarAbbas, Iran. AP

AAtishtAseer
thewriter, during the2019polls,
wrote thecontroversial ‘tiME’ cover
articledescribingPMNarendra
Modi as india’s ‘Divider inChief’.
Months later, thegovernmentcan-
celledhisOCi status, sayinghehad
concealed inhis application thathis
father, salmaantaseer,wasaPak-
istani national. taseer linked the
action tohiswriting; theCentre
denied that connection.

AshokswAin
thesweden-basedacademic, a
sharp critic of thegovernment,was
servedanotice alleging “anti-india
activities” in 2020; hisOCi registra-
tionwaseventually cancelled. A
later government order said his
tweets,writings and speeches
spread “detrimental propaganda”.
theDelhi highCourt first set aside
the cancellationorder and, in
March2025, struckdown the sub-
sequent onebecause the tweets

andwritings hadnot been supplied
toswain. thegovernmentwas left
free toproceedafresh.

ChristothomAs
PhiliP
Philip, aUscitizen anddoctor
working inBihar, ran into trouble
over allegedmissionary activity. he

wasprevented fromentering india
andhisOCi registrationwas subse-
quently cancelled. theDelhi high
Court in January 2019 found that
thegovernment hadnot estab-
lished the statutory basis for treat-
ingmissionary activity as threaten-
ing sovereignty, security or public
interest, andorderedhisOCi
restored andhis entry facilitated. in
2021, thegovernment explicitly
restrictedmissionary activity
throughanOCi notification.

khAlidJAhAngirQAzi
theUscitizenof kashmiri origin
facedallegations of separatist
activity. hisOCi registrationwas
cancelled in 2023andhewas sep-
arately blacklistedunder the then
ForeignersAct. theDelhi high
Court inNovember 2024 set both
actions aside, holding that the alle-
gationswere vague; it allowed the
government to start proceedings
afreshwith specific allegations.

lWhathashappenedinpreviousoCiCases?

Khan isdetainedat theprotest in
Mumbai onOct 10. AkAshPAtil

Kolkata
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POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)
Whereas The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of Powers conferred under Section13 read with the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a demand notice calling upon the Borrower to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice within 60 days from the date of notice/date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrower(s)/ guarantor(s)/ mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower(s)/ guarantor(s)/
mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described here in below in
exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned
below.
The borrower/ guarantor(s)/ mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any
dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Punjab National Bank for an amount & along with future interest on the said
amount at the contractual rates togetherwith all incidental expenses, cost charges, etc.
The borrower’s / guarantor’s/ mortgagor’s attention is invited to the provision of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act in
respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

Name of
the

Branch

Description of the
property mortgaged

020420-
Coke Oven

All that piece and parcel being Stall No.
G/9, Garage Block (2nd Floor) in the
Durgapur Commercial Estate having an
area 204.247 sq. ft. about and being part
of Durgapur Commercial Estate, within
Municipal area of Durgapur Municipal
Corporation, P. S. Aurovinda, P. O.-
Durgapur-16 in the District of Burdwan
(presently Paschim Bardhaman) under
Mouza Faridpur, J. L. No. 74, Plot
No.83/85, KhatianNo. 1362 in the nameof
M/s New Eureka Travels Club, Partners of
1) Madhab Majumder son of Late Jyotish
Ch. Majumdar 2) Debdas Mukherjee son
ofLate Ram Kanta Mukherjee and 3)
Tanay Kumar Mondal son of Late Ananda
Kr.Mondal vide Lease Deed No.- 07521
for the year 2012. Butted and bounded
as follows: On the North :Boundary wall
of The WBSIDC Ltd , On the East :Stall
No.- G/8, On the West :Wall of Main
Building,On the South : Passage

Rs.45,06,287.36
(Rupees Forty-
Five Lakh Six
Thousand Two
Hundred Eighty-
Seven and paisa
Thirty-Six Only)
& along with
future interest on
the said amount
at the contractual
rates together
with all incidental
expenses, cost
charges, etc.

Circle Office, Stress Asset Management Division, Durgapur, (CO SAMD Durgapur)
Nachan Road, Benachity, Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman, W.B. / e-mail: codgprec@pnb.bank.in

Date: 14.10.2026
Place: Durgapur

Name of
the

Account

M/s New
Eureka
Travels
Club

Name of the
borrower
(Owner of

the property)

M/s New
Eureka
Travels Club,
Partners of
1) Madhab
Majumder
son of Late
Jyotish Ch.
Majumdar
2) Debdas
Mukherjee
son of Late
Ram Kanta
Mukherjee
and 3) Tanay
Kumar
Mondal son
of Late
Ananda Kr.
Mondal

Date of
demand
notice

03.08.2026

Date of
possession

notice
affixed

14.10.2026

Amount
outstanding as
on the date of

demand notice.

Chief Manager and Authorised Officer
Punjab National Bank

S Balaji

LEGAL NOTICE
I, Priyasi Rani das W/O Milton
Chandra das residing at ghosh para,
chowhati, P.S –Sonarpur, Kolkata –
700149. That I have purchased a
land measuring 2 kottah 10 chitak
of Mouza –Manikpur, JLno.- 77, dag
no -271, vide Deed No. 4654/2024
and mutated in my name in LR
khatian no 3520, one Bishnupada
Baidya S/O Biharilal Baidya is
recorded in remarks column as
aggressive possessor along with
common uses, now, I have applied
for deletion of the above remarks , if
anyone has any objection regarding
this, contact B.L & LRO – Sonarpur,
Karmatirtha Bhaban, 3rd floor,
Bosepukur, Sonarpur , Kolkata –
700149 by this address or E-Mail at
bllrosnp@gmail.com within 15 days
from this publication.

My client Sri. Lakshan Yadav, s/o
Jadu Yadav, purchased 4.866 Satak/
Decimal land of vide Sale Deed No.
060808903/2026 from Smt Bina Koley and
Others, represented by their attorneys Sri
Aloke Dey, Sri Achinto Malick & Sri Ranjit
Kumar Naskar, ware getting vide Power of
Attorney No. 060802266/2024, which was
registered at A.D.S.R.O Janai, of area 4.866
decimal/satak under L.R. Khatian no. 936
with R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 1300 is laying and
situated at Raghunathpur Gram Panchayat,
under J.L. No. 10, Mouza - Raghunathpur,
P.O. Raghunathpur Bazar, P.S. Dankuni,
Hooghly. Now my clients applied for
mutation at Serampore & Uttarpara B.L.
& L.R.O. Serampore, Hooghly, If any
objection by the Principal or any other
person against the above mentioned
Power of Attorney they should be written
objection within 30 days against the said
B.L. & L.R.O. Serampore from published
of this notice otherwise legal action will be
taken as per law.Sri. Raja Bhattacharjee
Advocate Serampore Court, Hoghly

NOTICE

My client Smt. Ragini Yadav, w/o Radhey
Shyam, purchased 3.62 Satak/Decimal land
of vide Sale Deed No. 060805267/2026
from Sri Sanat Ghosh alias Sanat Kumar
Ghosh and Smt. Malati Ghosh, represented
by their attorneys Sri Achinto Malick & Sri
Ranjit Kumar Naskar, ware getting vide
Power of Attorney No. 060801302/2025,
which was registered at A.D.S.R.O Janai, of
area 3.62 decimal/satak under L.R. Khatian
no. 3109 & 3110 with R.S. & L.R. Dag No.
1336 is laying and situated at Raghunathpur
Gram Panchayet, under J.L. No. 10, Mouza
- Raghunathpur, P.O. Raghunathpur
Bazar, P.S. Dankuni, Hooghly. Now my
clients applied for mutation at Serampore
& Uttarpara B.L. & L.R.O. Serampore,
Hooghly, If any objection by the Principal
or any other person against the above
mentioned Power of Attorney they should
be written objection within 30 days against
the said B.L. & L.R.O. Serampore from
published of this notice otherwise legal
action will be taken as per law.
Sri Raja Bhattacharjee Advocate
Serampore Court, Hoghly

NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is herebygiven that TAPAS
PAUL had purchased land
measuring 14 chittacks and 6 sq.ft.
situated at Mouza: PARUI J.L.
NO.103, DagNo. 2027 registered at
A.D.S.R. Behala vide SaleDeedNo.
I-1259/2023. The property was
purchased from Gobinda Chandra
Das, Narayan Das, Madhu Das,
Sabitri Mondal, Gouri Dey and
KananMondal Represented by their
Constituted Attorney Shyamlendu
Das (vide Power of Attorney Deed
No. IV-597 Registered on
05.09.2018 atA.D.S.R, Behala). The
Purchaser have applied for Mutation
of the said property records at the
kolkata BL & LRO office. All
concerned are hereby informed.

Kolkata
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JANGIPURMUNICIPALITY
CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

Ref: Tender ID: 2026_MAD_1046456_1, NIeT No: MAD/ULB/
JM/AMRUT 2.0/NIeT35/23-24, vide Memo No.: 1328/AMRUT
2.0/e-Tender/112/2026/JM, Date: 14.10.2026
All prospective bidders are hereby informed that, in the
newspaper advertisement published for Tender ID
2026_MAD_1046456_1, the NIeT No. was inadvertently
mentioned as MAD/ULB/JM/AMRUT 2.0/NIeT35/23-24 (2nd
Call) instead of the correct NIeT No. MAD/ULB/JM/AMRUT 2.0/
NIeT35/23-24.
Further, the Estimated Tender Value has been corrected from
Rs. 47,73,488.95 to Rs. 74,73,488.95 due to a typographical
error.All other terms and conditions of the original tender remain
unchanged.

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)

Corporate identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: wwwpspcl.in Mobile No. 96461-55525

No. 16230/PB RTP- 102/26

E-Tender Enq. No. 7881/P-3/EMP-13458 dated: 14.10.2026

Dy. Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP,

Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2026_POWER_177486_1 for

Procurement of empty DA gas cylinders for GGSSTP Rupnagar.For

detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 14.10.2026/5.00 PM onwards.

Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online

at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

Notice is hereby given to the general
public that my client Shyamal Kanti
Chattopadhyay son of Late Brojo
Mohon Chatterjee of 21, Ballygunge
Place, P.S. Gariahat, Kolkata-
700019 has lost/misplaced from his
custody the original Title Deed No.
4654 of 1999 registered in the
office of A.R.A. I Kolkata of flat
located at 2nd floor South side of
21 Ballygunge Place, P.S. Gariahat,
Kolkata 700019 from 14.05.2026
and lodged a G.D.E. vide No.526
dated 09.10.2026 at Gariahat P.S.
If anyone can find the lost deed
requested to contact 9831582870.
Any person/entity dealing with
the said document does so at
their own risk and responsibility.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Chandrima Ghosh
Advocate, Bar Library Room No.6

Alipore Judge Court, Kolkata- 700027
Mob. No. 9331041586

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED
(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Under taking

& an ISO 27001-2022 Certified Company)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The APTRANSCO invites bids online for Specification
No.PMM11-e- 77/2026: Supply of 400kV Bus Post Insulators-1100
Nos. Date & Time of availability of above tender: 14.10.2026 at
8:00PM. Websites: www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in .
Contact No. CE/Transmission: 0866-2429230.
R.O.No.GMCC/APTRANSCO/171/26-27 Sd/- CHIEF ENGINEER/TRANSMISSION

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and
downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tntenders.
gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in

Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification
No.

Tender Inviting
Authority

Name of the Work

225 CE / Coal
Time chartering of one Panamax / Kamsarmax
gearless vessel

DIPR/3156/Tender/2026

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Gopal Chandra Das S/O Lt. Ajit
Kumar Das, residing at 12/2, Porui
Kancha Road, Flat No. B2, 2nd
Floor, P.O- Sarsuna, P.S- Old
Behala now Sarsuna, Kolkata-
700061. In my daughter's West
Benga l Board Of Seconday
Education Marksheet Roll 3812 No.
0209 my name has been recorded
as Gopal Das in place of Gopal
Chandra Das. That Gopal Chandra
Das & Gopal Das is the same and
one identical person before the Ld.
1st Class Judicial Magistrate at
Alipore Court vide Affidavit no.
81143 dated. 14.09.2026.

DUBRAJPUR DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
DUBRAJPUR : BIRBHUM
Abridged Notice Inviting

Tender Notice No -
12/DDB/2026(VB-G RAM G)
Memo No - 2480/DDB/2026

Dated - 12/10/2026
Block Development Officer, Dubrajpur
Development Block invites Tenders for

11(Eleven) no of works closed on
22.10.2026 at 06.55 PM. Detailed

information including downloading and
uploading time are available from the

website tenders.wb.gov.in
Sd/-Block Development Officer
Dubrajpur Development Block

Birbhum

DUBRAJPUR DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
DUBRAJPUR : BIRBHUM

Abridged Notice Inviting Tender
Tender Notice No 13/DDB/2026
Memo No - 2495/DDB/2026

Dated-13/10/2026
Block Development Officer, Dubrajpur
Development Block invites Tenders for

4(Four) nos of work closed on 17.11.2026 at
06.55 PM. Detailed information including

downloading and uploading time are
available from the website

tenders.wb.gov.in
Sd/-Block Development Officer
Dubrajpur Development Block ,

Birbhum

DUBRAJPUR DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
DUBRAJPUR : BIRBHUM

Abridged Notice Inviting Tender
Tender Notice No - 14/DDB/2026

Memo No - 1510/DDB/2026
Dated-14/10/2026

Block Development Officer, Dubrajpur
Development Block invites Tenders for

15(Fifteen) nos of work closed on
05.11.2026 at 06.55 PM. Detailed

information including downloading and
uploading time are available from the

website tenders.wb.gov.in
Sd/-Block Development Officer
Dubrajpur Development Block

Birbhum

CHANGE OF NAME
I Arpi ta Neogi , w/o Ranadhir
Neogi, D/O Swadesh Majumder
& Minati Majumder, of 12/1A,
Judu Bhattacharya Lane, P.S.
Kalighat, Kol. - 26. That in my
Aadhaar Card and Pan Card my
name has been recorded as
Arpita Neogi. That in my Voter
Card and Passport my name has
been recorded as Arpita Majumder.
That Arpi ta Neogi and Arpi ta
Majumder both are the same and
identical person as per Affidavit
before the Notary Public at Alipore
being S. L. No. 52 dated 15.10.2026.
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l No loNGEr AN IMPoSTEr

Withwicketsunderhisbelt,Pithiyawants toshed the ‘duplicateAshwin’ tag
lalithKalidas
NewDelhi,October 15

MAheSh PIThIYA knows
whatanovernightshottofame
feels like.hebasked in it three
years ago,whena touringAus-
tralian Test team scouted him
fromInstagramreelstocounter
their biggest sub-continent
spin nemesis, his idol, R Ash-
win. Four matches into his
First-Class career, a label stuck
to Pithiya, then 21. After bow-
ling in Bengaluru andNagpur
with themighty Aussies and a
fleeting interactionwith Ash-
win, only the name remained.
Pithiyahadbecomethe“dupli-
cate” Ashwin, the ‘Ashwin im-
personator’.

he has lived in those
shadows long enough. Pithiya
now relies on anunglamorous
grind that strives to banish
thoseearlyimpressions,thrust
uponhim for eyeballs before a
marquee international series.

OnWednesday, the Baroda
off-spinner clinched his 100th
First-Class wicket in his 25th
appearance.

Pithiya’snine-wicketmatch

haul propelled the side to a
smooth innings victory over
Goa in Panaji in their Ranji
Trophyseasonopener.

hailingfromanobscurevil-
lage inGujarat’sJunagadhdis-
trict, Pithiya’s worldview has
shifted over time. There is no
Ashwin to counter, but if the
Aussiescomecallingbeforethe
next Border-Gavaskar Trophy
series in early 2027, he has an
answer ready.

“Ab mere unke saamne
khelnakaplanhai (This time I
plan toplayagainst them),”Pi-
thiya tellsTheIndianExpress.

The numbers stand out in
bold.Sincethe2023-24season,
Pithiya’s95wicketsarethesec-
ond-highest among off-
spinners, only behind Jalaj
Saxena(105).hiseightfive-fors,
the latest occurringduring the
demolitionofGoa,arethejoint-
best amongoff-spinners in the
period.

India’s Test transition has
yet to produce proven clai-
mants for the role left vacant
upon Ashwin’s retirement in
late 2024. Pithiya believes he
has a stake somewhere down

the line.
“eversinceIstartedplaying

professionalcricket,mymind-
sethasbeenclear:afterAshwin,
if there is anyone, it is me.
WhetherIendupplayingornot
issecondary,butmymindsetis
that after Ashwin, I amnext,”
hesays.

The journey has been far
from straightforward since he
first watched an international
cricket match at a public
screening in 2013 andwas left
stupefiedwhen a Tamil Nadu
spinner’s actionmirrored his
own. “People in my village
know nothing about cricket.
My father is a farmer. Leaving
from there was like going
againstmyfamily’swishes.The
villageisnicetovisit,but ifyou
want to achieve something,
youhave to leave."

Tea-stallworker
A cricketing dream first

took him to Porbandar, before
acoach’sadvicedrovetheSaur-
ashtra-born Pithiya towards
Barodain2014.“I joinedalocal
club, butmy situation wasn’t
good. I worked during the

nights at a tea stall. My elder
brother got a job in the city a
fewyears later.Wesurvivedon
his salary,” recallsPithiya.

Steadyprogressionthrough
the age-group rungs has lifted
Pithiya out of financial con-
straints, fuelling a sterner

dream to win the India cap.
“Our condition has improved
once I began playing for Ba-
roda. My entire family has
shifted to thecity,”hesays.

Despite a trunk of wickets,
Pithiya’s progression has been
partially dented after Baroda
failed to qualify for the Ranji
Trophy knockouts over two
seasons.ADuleepTrophycall-
upfortheWestZonehaseluded
him. “That is perhaps the only
reasonwhy I haven’t received

thecall-up.It isoneofmygoals
to see that Baroda qualify for
the knockouts this time,” the
24-year-oldsays.

Thezonalsnubdidnotstop
the national selectors from
tracking his progress. Pithiya
hasmade the BCCI’s Centre of
excellence (Coe) camp and
tournament for emerging
players for two successive sea-
sons.Pithiya revelled inrecent
stints with spin legends Anil
Kumble andharbhajan Singh
at theBengaluru facility.

Former Bengal off-spinner
SaurasishLahiri,whocoached
thewinningteamthatincluded
Pithiya in the Coe’s emerging
tournament,acknowledgedhis
expandingskill set.

Any comparisonwithAsh-
win ends beyond Pithiya’s
high-armactionandapproach
to the crease. The technical
firmness provides Pithiya
greaterdepthoveramerecopy-
cat.

“Most spinners prepare
themselvesmainly for white-
ball cricket today. But I have
seenMahesh and learnt about
hismindset. he is prepared to

go throughthegrind.he loved
tobowla lotat thenets.hecan
goonforhours,”Lahiritellsthis
newspaper.

Operating from a shorter
frame than Ashwin, Pithiya
reliesonaninnateunderstand-
ing of his angles and bowling
release.

“hehasgotawonderful,re-
peatableactionandbrilliantre-
lease.heknowshowtocontrol
the spin with a solid release
point and run-up. On good
wickets you have to be relent-
less. he is always prepared to
bowl those 25-30overs. In red-
ball cricket, you have to bank
on your stock ball, which he
doessmoothlywithanefficient
action. I’mhappytoknowhow
quickly he has reached 100
wickets,”Lahiri adds.

heseeksto impressnoone,
but a longer interaction with
Ashwin remains on top of his
wishlist.

Pithiyaishisownmannow,
intent on becoming Ashwin’s
successor, not his imperson-
ator, before Australia hits the
Indian shores again next
summer.

Since the 2023-24 season, Pithiya has taken 95 wickets, second
most by an off-spinner after Jalaj Saxena. SPECiAlARRAnGEMEnT

EversinceI
startedplaying

professionalcricket,
mymindsethasbeen
clear:afterAshwin, if
there isanyone, it is
me.Whether Iendup
playingornot is
secondary,butmy
mindset is thatafter
Ashwin, Iamnext”
maHESHPiTHiya
BARoDAoFF-SPinnER

venkataKrishnab
Chennai,October 15

ATTheconclusionof theODI
series against theWest Indies,
whichwas ahigh-scoring con-
testliketheT20Isthatfollowed,
India captain Shubman Gill
madea frankassessment.

On flat decks despite bow-
lingfirstinrelativelybettercon-
ditions, Gill said India’s attack
oftenstruggledintermsofclar-
itywhether todefendorattack
when theWest Indies power-
hittersusedthe long levers.

CuttotheT20Is,whereboth
teams head to Bengaluruwith
the series on the line, Shreyas
Iyer, thecaptainintheshortest
formatmay well concur with
Gill. Barring the first T20I,
where West Indies managed
only 171batting first, ineachof
the next three outings, the to-
talshavebeenabove200.

At Ranchi, after piling up
249/5, Iyer watched his attack
concede 252/4 with 9 balls re-
maining.While they did hold
their nerve at Indore’s holkar
Stadium,where bowlers don’t
have the luxury of big bound-
aries, in hyderabad the hosts
paid the price for lettingWest
Indiesputup247/3,whichhap-
pened to be beyond India’s
reach.While the flatdecksand
dewhaven’thelpedtheircause,
Indiahaveseldomreliedonde-
fensive lines.

IntheIPL,particularlyafter
the Impact Player rule came
about, which saw an upswing
in the totals beyond 200,most
teams preferred a defensive
mechanismwiththeball.Wide
yorkers, short deliveries dug
into the surface with pace off,

spinners bowling away from
thehittingarc,weresomeofthe
tacticsthatbowlingunitscame
up with to withstand the
power-hitters.

Attackingplan
ButinaserieswhereJasprit

Bumrah has been rested,
India’splanshavegoneawryat
times.Totheircredit,theyhave
largely stuck to their attacking
plan –where they believe tak-
ingwickets is the best form of
attack. even during the T20
World Cup, when they played
three successive high-scoring
fixtures en route to lifting the
title, it was their preferred op-
tion.Butinthatteam,Indiahad
Bumrahtodeliver.

Butinhisabsence,andKul-
deepYadavnotchosenintheXI
because of the not-so-favour-
able conditions, theyhave still
been brave in sticking to the

philosophy and are watching
theWindies batsmenmuscle
theirwaythrough.

It brings the questionwhy
Indiahaven’ttakenthedefens-
ive ploy. It is not as if the cur-
rent lot are not bankable in
terms of executing the defens-
iveploy.

Arshdeep Singh, for in-
stance, has been phenomenal
atit,deliveringnotjustthewide
yorkers, but capable ofmixing
the slow bouncers and short
balls whenever the situation
demands.Beyondthe left-arm
seamer,Indiahavepreferredto
go in withMayank Yadav and
Prince Yadav — two young
seamerswho aremaking their
way inandhavemade into the
teamon the back of their stint
withLucknowSuperGiants.

At LSG,workingwith bow-
ling coach Bharat Arun, they
too have largely embraced the

attackingphilosophy.
It means, at the death, de-

spite their inexperience, the
twopacershavereliedonwhat
hasworkedforthem–toattack
the line of stumps, a formula
that theyaresousedto.

Prince,inparticular,thanks
to the ability to curve the ball
back with his slightly round-
arm action, has been able to
executetheyorkers.Inthethird
T20IinIndore,hisyorkersonly
stopped theWest Indies from
flexingtheirmusclesintheend.
Butatthesametime,ontheoc-
casionsheslightlyerredinline,
hehasseentheball sailover.

WhileMayankhasbeenim-
pressivewithhisrawpace,even
rushing the batsmenwith his
back of the length deliveries,
thathasevenskiddedat times,
intermsofshowinghisdefens-
iveside,hestill looksanovice.

The reluctance of the

seamerstohaveaPlanBmeant
thespinners, inparticularKul-
deepduring theoutingatRan-
chi where he leaked 53 in his
four overs, tried todeliver out-
side the hitting arc by bowling
wide. even Axar Patel has re-
sorted to the same tactic and
bore thebrunt.

Now, as India head to M
Chinnaswamy Stadium, they
encounterthebiggesttestofall.
The venue is unforgiving for
bowlers, where themargin of
error is so small that evenmis-
hits tendtotravel thedistance.
In successive editions of the
IPL,thehometeamRoyalChal-
lengersBengalurushowedthey
couldturnthevenueintoafor-
tressbymarryingtheattacking
bowlingoptionswithdefensive
options.

It is the venue where the
bowlers are expected to show
their creative side, where they
need to find ways to keep the
batting side to a score that can
be chased. It can happenwith
wickets. Or it can happen
merelybyslowingtherun-rate.

headcoachGautamGamb-
hir speaking after the loss at
Ranchi, where he came down
heavily on the pitches in the
series, acknowledged the
necessity to findaway.

“Ifyouwanttokeepimprov-
ing, youdon'twant toputany-
thing under the carpet.We are
aworld-champion team sowe
wanttokeepimproving.These
areobviouslytoughconditions
to bowl - we know flat wickets
with the dew - obviously it's
toughbutweneedtofigureout
andfindtheway,”hesaid.

Behindthe200-rundeluge:The
crumblingdefensivemechanism

iNdia vSwEST iNdiES

In their alacrity to
grabwickets,
India’s bowlers
have sacrificed the
art of choke

ArshdeepSinghhastheskills, likeslowbouncersandwideyorkers, tostemtherunrate.PTi

ExpressNewsService
Hyderabad,October 15

WheNTILAKVarmaandNit-
ishKumarReddyjoinedforces
onWednesday night, India’s
248-run chase had looked im-
probable.Still,astheirpartner-
ship flourished, it gave the
homesidehopeofpullingoffa
thriller over theWest Indies.
With 48 needed from 19 balls,
Romario Shepherd induced a
false shot from Tilak. From
thereon,itwasone-waytraffic,
withWestIndieswinningby24
runs inhyderabad.

IndiaopenerSanjuSamson,
who set the start ablazewith a
sparklinghalf-century,ruedTi-
lak’s dismissal as the tipping
point.“Theturningpointofthe
matchwaswhenTilakgotout.
Wewere cruising through the

game.We were scoring those
10-20runsreallynicely,Reddy
andTilakweretakingthepress-
ure, and they were batting
reallywell, so till thatmoment
wewere in the chase,” Samson
told reporters after the fourth
T20I.

Indiawereinabitofapickle
when the duo got together at
130/5, still needing 118 runs
from50deliveries.Samsonwas
delighted with the fightback
the side put up despite losing
wicketsinaclusterthroughthe
middleovers.

“Thatisagreatthingtohave
actually, even after losing five
wickets, having that kind of
control, with two young crick-
eterstakingonthepressureand
the West Indian bowling
lineup,”Samsonsaid.

Although it was an impres-

sive fightback, the lower-order
partnershiphadtoomuchtodo
in theend. “Tobeveryhonest,
these things happen.Mistakes
are bound to happen.We just

havetokeepgoingandbeposi-
tive,”Samsonsaid.

Ishan Kishan (6 off 3) and
Abhishek Sharma (29 off 24)
hadanoffday,butSamsonwas

adamantaboutthequalityboth
southpawspossess.

“IshanandAbhishekarethe
world’s best top two batters,
youcan’taskanythingmoreof
them.Onegameisokay.Abhis-
hek justscoredareallygood70
in the last game, and Ishan is
consistently scoring a lot of
runs, so I thinkonegame is to-
tally fine.”

The failure of his fellow
opener didn’t stop Samson. It
was a day Samson gave India
theinitialturbochargewithhis
23-ball56.Despitethehalf-cen-
tury, he said hewas gutted. “It
feels very different when you
are on the losing side, so I am
actually abit guttedat themo-
ment. Idefinitelywanted tobe
onthewinningside;Ithinkmy
contributionshouldhavebeen
onthewinningside,”hesaid.

Tilak’sdismissalwas the turningpoint: Samson

Tilak Varma made 43 off 25 balls at No.5 in the fourth T20I. Ani

Haaland
scores twice
butPSGbeat
ManCity4-2

reuters
October 15

TWICe-DeFeNDING cham-
pions Paris St Germain beat
ManchesterCity4-2inapulsat-
ing Champions League en-
counter onWednesday, their
devastating first-half display
provingdecisive against aCity
side playing under a cloud of
scrutiny.

Onabreathlessnightfeatur-
ing 46 goals, Bradley Barcola
scoredahat-trickinLiverpool's
6-3 thrashing of LASK, Aston
Villarecordedthebiggesteuro-
pean victory in their history
with a 6-0 thrashing of Fener-
bahce andRealMadrid staged
a stunning late comeback to
beatASRoma4-3.

Butno fixture carriedmore
intrigue than theetihadclash,
where City played their first
home game since being found
guilty of 114 breaches of finan-
cial rules.

City, who have denied all
wrongdoing and appealed the
verdict, were carved open by
PSG in the first half. Desire
Doue andOusmane Dembele
scored less than twominutes
apart before Warren Zaire-
emery's clever touch released
Vitinha to drive the third
beyond Gianluigi Donna-
rummainthe32ndminute.

City emerged transformed
afterthebreakanderlinghaa-
landheadedinIlimanNdiaye's
cross in the 53rdminute tobe-
comethefastestplayertoreach
60 Champions League goals,
hitting the landmark in 60
games compared with Lionel
Messi’sprevious recordof80.

City's joywas short-livedas
MaghnesAkliouche'sstunning
long-rangestrikefoundthenet
despiteDonnarummagettinga
handto it.

haaland had the City fans
on their feet when he swept
homeAyyoubBouaddi'spassin
the75thminute forhis second,
beforeDonnarummamadeup
forhisblunderbysavingapen-
alty fromFerranTorres.

CHamPioNSlEaGuE

Paris Saint-Germain's Maghnes
Akliouche celebrates scoring
his side's fourth goal against
Manchester City. AP

lKeyresults
ManCity 2-4 PSG

Roma 3-4 RealMadrid

Shakhtar 3-1 AEK

AstonVilla 6-0 Fenerbahce

Betis 3-2 Porto

Bodo/Glimt 1-0 Dortmund

Jagsher fightsback
fromasetdown to
guaranteemedal

badmiNToNworld juNiorS

ShivaniNaik
Mumbai,October 15

JAGSheR SINGhKhangurra,
playing from the faster side of
theCairocourtsattheBadmin-
tonWorld Junior Champion-
ships, sent eight lifts long to
lose the first set6-15.

how the youngster man-
aged to pull the match back
from6-15and11-13downinthe
second,isthestoryofIndia’sla-
test juniorWorldmedallist.

Dependable net play and
placement badminton in typi-
cal, classical Indian stylewere
thetwothingsthathelpedPun-
jabyoungster confirmamedal
for India and himself in egypt
onThursday.

Playingthesecondmatchof
the day, the bespectacled
shuttler fromNabha town on
the outskirts of Patiala, de-
feated Taiwanese Yuan Syue
Jhuang, with a stunning 6-15,
17-15, 15-12 comeback in the
quarterfinalsattheCairoInter-
nationalStadium.

Jhuang was up 13-11 and
two points away from a win
when the Indian kept his pa-
tience and calmly turned the
tablesonhisopponent.

A slightly defensive-
oriented player Jagshermight
be, but it was his deep defense
fromtheback-handcornerthat
pulled him out of the ditch in
theopener,according tocoach
Sagar Chopra. Jagsher next
plays Radithya Bayu Ward-
hana,afellowrally-playerfrom
Indonesia and will fancy his
chances of making the finals
andfighting for the topprize.

“The feeling can’t be ex-
pressed in words. It’s simply
awesome getting amedal for
India. I was dreaming of play-
inginWorldJuniorsforalmost
5-6 years. I have already se-
curedamedal, but I’ll be fight-
ing for gold,” Jagsher told the
BWF, while at his first world
juniors. “It’s very creditable,
given he had lost to the same
player in team event when 6
pointsup,”Sagar said.

Jagsher, a formerUnder-17
national champion and U15
Asian medallist, has a mini-
Tanvi Sharma story. Like her,
hismotherRashpalplayedvol-
leyball too, thoughnot profes-
sionally. She is a government
school teacher just like his
fatherManpreet Singh. This is
the second successive year
whena shuttler fromPunjab is
medalling at theWorld junior
individuals. Last year Tanvi
SharmawonsilverinGuwahati.

Tough first set
Jagsher admitted to being

blown out in the opening set
against thehard smashingTai-
wanese. But he used his net
skills and placement badmin-
ton well to shift momentum.
Realising amedalwas slipping
away,heremindedhimselfthat
he needed to buck up for his
familyandIndia.“hissmashes
are really good. he outplayed
me in the first set,” he told the

BWF. “Iwasn’t able to control.
But in the second set, I started
talking tomyself. That this is a
quarterfinal match. I have to
playforIndia.Formyparents.It
gavemealotofboost. Ithought
Iwillnot leaveanyshuttle.”

When Jagsher won the
North Zone title fewmonths
back,hehadsurprisedhispar-
ents by booking them into a 5
Starhotel for the first time.

“We had never been to a 5
Star. Butwewere accompany-
ing him to Jalandhar and he
said, ‘issbaarmainaapkomeri
taraf sehotelmein leke jaunga’
(This time Iwill putyouup ina
hotel).hemadeallthebookings.
But the World juniors medal
makesmehappier,”hesaid.

Punjab BadmintonAssoci-
ation secretary Ritin Khanna
said this was amassive result
for the impact it held for the
maleshuttlers. “This ishistori-
cal. Tanvi has alreadywon for
us.Jagsher’ssuccesswillbein-
spiring in a state like Punjab
where drugs is such an issue.
Results like Jagsher’s can in-
spire and offer direction to
misledyouth,”Khannasaid.

Jagsher Singh Khangurra beat
Taiwan’s Yuan Syue Jhuang
6-15, 17-15, 15-12 in the
quarterfinals in Cairo.

India’s World Championship
bronzemedallistspairofTreesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
will run into Pearly Tan and
Thinaah Muralitharan once
more in a space of amonth, as
they hope to advance into the
semis of the Super 750 Den-
markOpen.

The Indianpairing, back in
theTop20at rank 18, defeated
the IndonesianWorld No 10s
Rachel Allesya Rose and Febi
Setianingrum, 21-16, 21-17 in a
45-minutewringerofahighin-
tensitymatch.The Indianduo
showedfinishingfinesseinthe
first and raced to an early 11-5
lead to run away with the
matchandmake their deepest
foray into a Super 750. It’s the
third straight quarters they
reachedafterDelhiWorldsand
NagoyaAsiad. ENS

Treesa-Gayatri
facefamiliarfoes
insemifinals

Barringthe first
T20I,whereWest

Indiesmanagedonly
171batting first, in
eachof thenext three
outings, thetotals

havebeenabove200.
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tusharBhaduri
NewDelhi,October 15

iFonedoesn’tpayattentionto
the nameplate while entering
oneoftheapartmentsinaposh
Central Delhi residential com-
plex,theremaybenowayofas-
certaining— at first glance—
thattheownerisoneofthebig-
gestnames inworldcricket.

in the rooms accessible to
visitors, there are no pictures,
trophies ormementos to sug-
gest that Kapil Dev is a former
india captain, who led the
country to become world
champions for the first time,
wasatonetimeamongtheholy
quartet of great all-rounders –
alongsideimranKhan, ianBo-
tham and Richard Hadlee –
and has played a big role in
makingcricketthenationalob-
sessionthatitbecameinsubse-
quentyears.

That was several decades
ago,butKapilremainsrelevant
in present times aswell—not
justasaformercricketer,butas
abusinessman,agolfadminis-
trator, media personality and
socialworker.Hehasnointen-
tionof stoppinganytimesoon.

“i’m not going to retire as
long as i canwork. Forme, re-
tirement comes when the al-
mightycallsyou,”hesays.

Whenonementionstheab-
senceofanyvisualevidenceon
display of Kapil’s great and in-
delibleassociationwiththebat-
and-ball game, one is shown a
big photograph conveniently
hiddenbehindtheopendoorof
the apartment— showing the
protagonistreceivingtheWorld
Cup on that heady evening of
June25, 1983.

But if oneaskswhathispri-
mary passion is these days,
Kapil wouldn’t waste a mo-
mentbeforereplying–golf. in-
terestingly, this is a sport he
hardlyknewduringhiscricket-
playingdays, andhad tobeca-
joled into trying by friends. “i
played a lot of games in my
younger days apart from
cricket – football, basketball,
squash – but had never tried
golf. it was only at the insist-
ence of a few ofmy friends in
Chandigarhthatiwenttoagolf
course and tried the sport,”
Kapil recalls.

oncehedid,hewashooked
immediately, even though he

doesn’t seemany similarities
betweengolf andcricket. “The
onlycommonfeatureistheim-
portanceofhand-eyecoordina-
tion,”hesays.

“it’s a beautiful game,
played in beautiful surround-
ingsandawaytomeet friends.
The greenery you see makes
you happy. it’s also a game
without an age limit; with the
handicapsystem,youcanplay
withyourgrandchildrenaswell
as aprofessional or apersonof
high social and political stat-
ure.”

golf is still a niche sport in
india. But asKapil’s interest in
thegamegrew,theadministra-
tors couldn’t have hoped for a
better brand ambassador for
thesport tobroadenitsappeal.
Herewasasonof thesoil,born
and raised outside themajor
metropolitancentres,whohad
made it big in a colonial sport
with talentandhardwork.

anotherfacetthatmayhave
attractedKapil togolf couldbe
its individual nature, where
wins and losses can be at-
tributed to the one player, in
contrast to cricket. He is now
the president of the profes-
sionalgolfTourofindia(pgTi)
andhisprofileandcontactsare
useful in openingmany doors
forthesportthat’sstilltryingto
spreadtothenooksandcorners
of thecountry.

“Whenwe started playing
cricket, it was also largely re-
stricted tometros. Therewere
hardlyanyplayerscomingout-
side of Delhi, Bombay, Banga-
lore, Hyderabad or Chennai.
Thegamewaspopularisedand
patronized in india by royal
families. if cricket canbecome
agameofthepeople,there’sno
reasonwhy golf can’t become
morepopular,”hesays.

access,identificationoftal-
ent and entry-level expendi-
ture are other barriers, and
that’swherehisroleatthehead
ofpgTicomes in.

“it’s my responsibility to
provide a fair chance to the
youngsters coming up, you
neverknowwhohasthetalent.
We need to promote the game
and have more golf courses.
Why should only cricketers
havename, fameandmoney?

“as far as expenditure is
concerned, virat Kohli’s bat
maycostupwardsofalakh,and

you never know when it will
break.atennisracquetdoesn’t
come cheap, balls don’t last
long,andashuttlecock inbad-
minton has to be discarded
afterafewpoints. ingolf, ifyou
get a full set of clubs and a bag
– itmay cost Rs 75,000—they
canlast20years.So,whichone
ismoreexpensive?oneshould
lookatitasanopportunityand
achoice.ifoneonlylooksatthe
expenditure, no one will be-
comeadoctor in our country,”
hesays.

Youngatheart
There are other former

cricketerswhohavemadetheir
othersportingpassionsknown,
but none of them has taken
them as seriously as Kapil,
mostly staying within the
cricketing ecosystem as selec-
tors, commentators or admin-
istrators. Yuvraj Singh, the co-
founder, co-owner and brand
ambassador of the indiangolf
premierleague–whichorgan-

ises tournaments not recogni-
sedbypgTi– isanexception.

“Sunilgavaskarplayedbad-
minton.Yuvrajplaysgolf,asdo
Murali Kartik, Sachin Tendul-
kar andajit agarkar. i think if
topnamesplaythegame,that’s
goodenough.Youdon’thaveto
getintoadministration,aslong
as you’re playing the game. i
feel it’s our moral duty to try
andpromoteothersportsalso,”
hesaysearnestly.

at 67, Kapil is no spring
chickenandhadahealthscare
in 2020 when a heart attack
needed an emergency coron-
ary angioplasty. That didn’t
keephimoutofaction for long
and he was soon back to his
normal schedule, and is not
keentodwellonhismedicalis-
sues.“i don’t remember,” is his
succinct response when the
matter isbroughtup.

if anything, the medical
scare has intensified Kapil’s
zeal to give back. apart from
beinginvolvedinhisownngo,
hehas set up a 300-bed super-
specialty hospital in greater
noidaWestandtakespersonal
interest in its running. “i don’t
want to talkabout it toomuch.
i’mhappy to just be able to do
someworkandbeofsomeuse.
igottheopportunityduringthe
CoviD pandemic to build a
hospital.iwantedtogivesome-
thing back to society, that has
givenme somuch love andaf-
fection, which i had never im-
agined in my life. So, it’s my
duty to do something in my
ownway,”hesays.

He hasn’t left it entirely up
to others to run it either. “i’m
not adoctor. i don’t knowany-
thing aboutmedicine.Me and

my partner own the hospital
and the day-to-day running is
the responsibilityofMumbai’s
DYpatilgroup.igottheoppor-
tunity to build the hospital
fromscratch.it’syourhospital,
so you can’t leave it totally for
other people tomanage. You
have to take time out to look
into its affairs. it’s also a busi-
ness.igotwiceorthriceaweek,
and my partner also goes to
makesureeverythingisok. it’s
going through teething prob-
lemsat themoment, so a lot of
thingsarerequired,”Kapilsays,
like the experienced business-
manthathehasbecome.

Keepingbusy
There would have been a

timeduringhis longcricketing
career — in which he never
missed a Test due to injury—
when he wouldn’t have been
abletogiveasmuchtimetohis
family as hewould have liked.
Thesituationisunlikelytohave
changedmuch after he hung
uphisboots.

Kapil doesn’t seem to have
any intention of taking it easy
anytimesoon.

“This is the life i’ve chosen.
even at this age, there’re so
manythingsthatkeepmebusy
– golf, the hospital, other busi-
ness ventures,ngowork, and
mediacommitments.allthese
things keep me active and
fresh. it’s just that youwant to
do that, and it’s also important
to take care of yourself. You’re
not 20 years old when you
couldprobablywork16hoursa
day. The family will always
wantmoretime,butwehaveto
makeadjustments,sothatican
carryonas longas ican.”

Weneedtopromotegolf...Why
shouldcrickethaveall the fame?

inteRview: kapil dev

In Kapil Dev, the PGTI president, golf
has an administrator possessing the zeal
to make the sport more accessible

Kapil dev believes golf can thrive in india with the right infrastructure to identify talent. specialarrangement

pritishRaj
NewDelhi,October 15

FoRTHRee consecutive edi-
tions (2024, 2025, 2026) of the
U23 World Wrestling Cham-
pionships, vishvajit More has
been india’s onlymedallist in
thegreco-Romancategory.

But the 22-year-old from
Kolhapur,Maharashtra, broke
new ground in las vegas on
Thursdaymorning, becoming
thefirstindiantoenteragreco-
Roman final in the age-group
globalevent.

Though he lost a narrow
bout 12-13 toKobaKarumizde
of georgia in the 55kg class,
More made india's presence
felt by beating opponents
from wrestling powerhouses

iran and Russia on his way to
the final.

Morecomesfromafarming
andvegetable-sellingfamilyin
Sarwade village of Kolhapur
district. The son of Ramchan-
dra More and parvati had no
clearpathwayinfrontofhimto
realisehisambition tobecome
aninternationalwrestler.

“We are a farming family.
My father sells the vegetables
we produce and my mother
helps him on the farm during
theharvest season.

vishvajit used towrestle as
akidbutwehadneverthought
thathewouldreachthis level,”
his elder brother vinayak told
TheIndianExpressfromKolha-
pur.

as a six-year-old, vishvajit

would go to the akhada in his
village,wherehedevelopedhis
interest in thesport.

“asakid,heregularlyused

togototheakhadaandwrestle
with the trainees there. ear-
lier, we thought it was just a
hobby. However, when he
started winning medals, we
realisedhecanhaveagoodca-
reer,”vinayak said.

Whenvishvajit started tak-
ingbigstridesinthesport,itde-
mandedalotofresourcesfrom
theMorefamily.“pehelwanba-
nana itna bhi aasan nahi hota

hai. (it is not easy to make a
wrestler). He needed a proper
diet even at the junior level as
the competition used to be
tough.My father had to adjust
a few expenses here and there
tomake sure vishvajit was fed
properly,” thebrotherrecalled.

Thesacrificespaidoffwhen
vishvajit was selected for the
army Boys Company in Bel-
gaum in 2019 at the age of 15.
“He is the youngest in the
family.When hewas selected
for the army Boys Company,
we felt proud but a bit sad too.
But the selectionwas the per-
fect pathway for him to attain
gloryattheinternationallevel.”

Consistentprogress
vishvajit entered thearmy

Boys Company as a 48kg
wrestler who had no idea of
what greco-Roman was. He
learntthecraftunderthewatch-
fuleyesofSubedarRanjitMaha-
dik,whoservedasthecoach.

“He didn't know much
about greco-Roman, it was all
newtohim.Hetrainedwithus
at the centre for 6-7 years, and
kept improving and winning
medals. every year, as his age-
group eligibility changed —
fromUnder-15 to Under-17 to
Under-20—hewonmedals at
thenational level inhisweight
category,”Ranjittoldthispaper.

“Wehave30goodwrestlers
whowerehissparringpartners
here.That resulted inhis rapid
development.”

Theconsistentprogressand

medals at the national and in-
ternational levelshelpedvish-
vajit jointhearmyasahavildar
and was inducted into its
Mission olympic Wing. Cur-
rently, he trains at the army
Sports institute inpune.

“at theaSi, he gotmore ex-
posure.Whatmakeshimreally
goodishisunderstandingofthe
game.His tactical awareness is
secondtonone,”saidRanjit.

With three medals at the
U23 World Championships,
Ranjit thinksit istherighttime
forvishvajit to stepup.

“He is ready to make a
splash at the senior level. To-
day’smedal was historic but i
believe there are manymore
medals waiting for him,” his
formercoachstressed.

VishvajitMorewasindia’sonly
medallist inGreco-roman.uww

Wewant toplay
fearlessT20
cricket: Shafali
TheIndIanwomen's
cricket teamaims toplaya
fearless cricketheading
into theWomen's
ChampionsTrophyearly
nextyear, saidvice-captain
Shafaliverma inraipuron
Thursday. Indiawill takeon
Zimbabwefor the first time
ever inabilateral engage-
ment,with theT20series
beingapartof theirprep-
arations for the ICCevent in
February. "Wehavespoken
about it that in this series
wehave toplay fearless
brandofcricketwithsmart-
ness till theChampions
Trophy,”Shafali said. pti

SApickBreetzke;
Stubbs leftoutof
secondTest
SouThaFrICahavecalled
upMatthewBreetzkeand
droppedTristanStubbs
fromtheirsquadforthesec-
ondTestagainstaustralia in
gqeberha,theircoach
ShukriConradsaidon
Thursday.Conradalsoan-
nouncedryanrickeltonwill
bethewicketkeeper,which
is likelytomeankyle
verreynnewillalsobe
droppedthoughheremains
withthesquad.Thechanges
followthe214-rundefeat in
thefirstTestthatendedon
Tuesday.Stubbsscored33
runsinhistwoinningsat
kingsmead.reuters

BatterPunam
Raut retires from
int’l cricket
ouT-oF-FavourIndian
women's cricket teamtop-
orderbatterpunamrauton
Thursdayannouncedher
retirement fromall formsof
international cricketwith
immediateeffect.The37-
year-oldrauthasplayed
fourTests, 73odIsand35
T20Is for Indiabetween
2009and2021. "aftermuch
thoughtandreflection, I
havedecided to retire from
international cricket inall
formatsof thegame.repre-
senting Indiahasbeen the
greatesthonourofmy life,"
raut said inapostonher
Instagrampage.pti

CholaChiefs
snap five-match
losingstreak
STrugglIngChola
Chiefsmanagedtosnap
their5-matchlosingstreak
astheybeatprithviraajYod-
hasinathrillingarchery
premierleaguematchthat
wentdownthewire.The
matchwasdecidedviahit-
or-Missshoot-offaftera4-4
drawinregulationtime.For
theChiefs,Colombia'sale-
jandrausquianoandIndia's
YukthaSrikondapavuluri
landedtheirarrowsinthe
goldenX-ringtoregisteras
hits inthetiebreak.Therest
ofthearchersscoredmisses.
TheChiefswontheshoot-off
with2-0scoreline.pti

lBRIEFLY

ZverevbeatsdeMinaur in
straight sets toenter semis
Top-rankedalexanderZverevsaidhe felt goodon-court
afterbeatingalexdeMinaur6-4,6-4at theShanghai
MastersonThursday.Zverevmade80%ofhis first serves
andsavedall fiveof thebreakpointshe facedashesetupa
semifinalmeetingwithalejandrodavidovichFokina. “I
feltbothofuswereplaying really, reallywell. Iwasa lotof
timesouthittingalex,which isdifficult todo fromthebase-
linebecausehe is so fast andhe loves thiskindof court
speedhere,” saidZverev,whosecured theyear-endno. 1
rankingearlier thisweek. “I felt goodandI'mhappywith
thestepup fromthe last coupleofmatches.” reuters

alexander Zverev beat alex de Minaur 6-4, 6-4. ap

expressnewsservice
NewDelhi,October 15

UnSeaSonalRainadded to
the challenge on the opening
day of the Dp World india
Championship, but the usual
suspectskeptthemselveswithin
rangeevenasproceedingscame
toaclosewithoutthefirstround
being completed at the Delhi
golfClub(DgC)onThursday.

RoryMcilroyanddefending
champion TommyFleetwood
didmanagetoget18holesinbe-
fore the light faded and their
rounds of two-under 70 put
them four behind early leader
niklasnorgaardofDenmark.

Showersinthemiddleofthe

daycausedastoppagelastingal-
most fivehours, allowingMcil-
roy to goback to thehotel for a
biteandpractisehisswinginthe
confinesofhisroom.“You'real-
ways trying tomaintainwhat
youhave,work on the swing a
little bit. i feel in themiddle of
theyear,igotintosomebadha-
bits and i've been trying to get
myself back out of them,” the
northernirishmansaidafterhis
round, offering a glimpse into
whatmakeshimalegendofthe
gamewith sixMajors, and one
of only six golfers to complete
thecareergrandslam.

“i'vegot,maybe,acoupleof
differentweightedclubs inmy
room, and you're just trying to

get it in the right spot. But i
think it's getting there, the
swing is getting into better
shape.”

Mcilroy started his round
with a bogey on the 10th hole
before three birdies in six got
himbackontrack.abirdieand
bogey on his second nine and
six successive pars to close his
roundmayprompthim to feel
that he left a few shots out on
thecourse.

For now though, Mcilroy
and the rest of the field are
chasinglittle-knownnorgaard,
with onewin on theDpWorld
Tour,whohasfinishedtiedsec-
ond twice this season. The 34-
year-oldfromCopenhagenhad

a steady start but an eventful
middle - with three birdies, an
eagle and a bogey in six holes.
Thetrendwasvisibleinhislast
four holes as well, which saw
threebirdiesandabogey.

“i'm very happy, bit sur-
prised as well. This (course)
should not suit me at all. it
prettymuchjustneutralisesmy

best weapon, which is my
driver. But i just managed to
make no bigmistakes, put the
irons in play, and putt pretty
well,” norgaard, who finished
runner-upatthealfredDunhill
linksa fortnightago, said.

Settingabase
Fleetwoodmayhave a feel-

ing of whatmight have been.
He had six birdies on the day,
but two bogeys and a closing
doublebogeywouldleaveabad
taste in themouth, though he
remains one of the players to
watch out for as he tries to go
back-to-backat theDgC.

northern irishman Tom
McKibbin, Belgian Thomas

DetryandeugenioChacarraof
Spain are positioned just one
shot behind norgaard, with
only a closing bogey denying
theSpaniardashareofthelead
going intoFriday.

local knowledge and fam-
iliarity is usually given a lot of
weightage at theDgC, but the
home contingent didn'tmake
their presence felt on the
leaderboard asmuch as they
wouldhave liked. There's only
one indian in the top-25 as it
stands with 40-year-old om
prakashChouhan,rankedout-
sidethetop1,100ontheofficial
World golf Rankings, finding
himselfintied-fifthspotaftera
round of four-under 68. Six

birdies and two bogeyswould
give him encouragement for a
highfinishinsuchanelitefield.

“it helped that i’ve played
the DgC so many times and
knowthecoursewell.Mymain
plan todaywas tokeep theball
onthe fairway,”hesaid.

Thenexthighest-placedin-
dianwas Saptak Talwar, fresh
fromrepresenting the country
at the aichi-nagoya asian
games, with a round of one-
under71puttinghimtied29th.

Withalotofplayersnoteven
completing nine holes in their
opening round and 12 golfers
notevengettingachancetotee
off,Fridaypromisestobealong
day,weatherpermitting.

rory Mcilroy got 18 holes in on a
rain-hit day at the dGC. dpworld

l rain spoils day

DPWorldChampionship:Norgaardatopleaderboard,McIlroymakesdecentstart
There’sonlyone
Indianinthetop-25
as it standswith40-
year-oldOm

PrakashChouhan,
intied-fifthspot

Mandaviya
stresseson
developing
steadypipeline
expressnewsservice
NewDelhi,October 15

Developinga steady pipe-
lineoftop-levelathleteswasthe
majorfocusofthereviewmeet-
ing after the aichi-nagoya
asiangamesonThursday.

Themeetingwas attended
by sports minister Mansukh
Mandaviyaandrepresentatives
of severalnational SportsFed-
erations (nSFs).

india finished fourth at the
gameswith85medals(21gold,
27 silver, 37 bronze), 21 fewer
than the haul at the 2023 edi-
tion at Hangzhou. office-
bearersofmajornSFs- includ-
ingthoseofshooting,athletics,
boxing, archery, squash and
wushu – were present for the
stock-taking exercise, with the
main concern being the prep-
aration of the next rung of
qualityathletes.

“How long will Mirabai
Chanu alone keep winning
medals for us?Weneed topro-
duce 10moreMirabaiChanus.
everyfederationmusttakethis
responsibility seriously. We
havetoidentifytalent,provide
therighttrainingandcreatean
environmentinwhichathletes
can progress to the highest
level,” Mandaviya said in a
press release.

The nSFs conclave on
Thursday reviewed india’s
asiangamesperformanceand
sought a platform to assess
preparations for the 2028 los
angeles olympics, 2030Com-
monwealthgamesinahmeda-
bad and the 2030 asiad in
Doha.Themeetingwasheldon
the same day that primeMin-
isternarendraModiinteracted
with indian athletes who had
competedataichi-nagoya.

“Therewere conversations
around the development of
more athletes with the sports
ministermakinghisstandclear
and asking federations to take
this responsibilityasanon-ne-
gotiable one,” a source close to
the development told The in-
dianexpress.

apartfromthereviewofthe
asiad performance, indian
olympic association (ioa)
president pT Usha raised the
matter of injured athletes
travelling for themega event.
However, theminister asked
everyone to focus on the road
aheadinsteadoflookingatspe-
cificcases.

“But there were no major
fireworks. The federations
presentedtheirinsightsandthe
minister asked them to plan
ahead,"a source toldpTi.

The sportsministry, before
the games, had stated that
more than Rs 700 crore had
been spent for preparing the
athletesoverathree-yearcycle.
indiahadsentatotalof501ath-
letes to thegames.

The game
(cricket) was

popularised and
patronized in India
by royal families. If
cricket can become a
game of the people,
there’s no reason
why golf can’t
become more
popular”
kapildev,
onhowcricketgotpopular,
andhowgolfcandothesame

How long will
Mirabai Chanu

alone keep winning
medals for us? We
need to produce 10
more Mirabai
Chanus”
MansukhMandaviya,
unionsportsminister

Vegetable-seller’s son’s medal hat-trick at U23 wrestling Worlds
Helearnt thecraft
underthewatchful
eyesofSubedar
RanjitMahadik,
whoservedasthe

coach
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