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Happening
today

® VICEPRESIDENT C P Radhak-
rishnan will address the com-
missioning ceremony of INS
Samarthakin Karnataka.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
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STRING OF NOTICES ON PETITIONS RELATING TO S.I.R., PROTESTS, POLICE ACTION

Supreme Courtnotice to CEC, 2 ECs;
Jantar Mantar matter willbe heard

Commission response sought on Form 6
modification linked to SIR; bench says
one Opp petitioner has to explain conduct

Apurva Vishwanath
New Delhi, October 15

TAKING UP a batch of 46 peti-
tions arising from protests in
the Capital seeking the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar, the Su-
preme Court Thursday issued
notice to the Election Commis-
sion of India, CEC Kumar, Elec-

tion Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi,
seeking their responses on a
plea filed by the Opposition
INDIA bloc leaders.

The bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi, during an
hour-long hearing, also agreed
to examine the Delhi Police’s

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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‘TURNED DELHIINTO
INDIA-PAK BORDER’:
CJP, AISA CONDEMN
POLICE ACTION

ECITO CONDUCT
ANNUAL REVISION
OF ROLLS IN STATES
WHERES.LR.ISOVER

CJP gathering today,
CP park shut for 2 days,
police say taking steps

Express News Service
New Delhi, Mumbai,
October15

WITH THE Cockroach Janta
Party calling for a ‘Lehra Do
Tiranga’ gathering in the Capi-
tal Friday, the New Delhi Mu-
nicipal Council Thursday an-
nounced that the Central Park

in Connaught Place will re-
main shut to the public on Oc-
tober 16 and 17 “due to admin-
istrative reasons”.

The Delhi Police also in-
formed the Delhi High Court
thataction will be taken against

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

RELATED REPORTS, P7

Days after joining anti-CEC protest,
Imran Khan ordered to leave India

H =

Actor is US citizen,
OCI cardholder;
tofile pleain HC

Apoorva Agashe
& Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, October 15

ACTOR IMRAN Khan, a US
citizen and Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI) cardholder, has
beenissued a notice by the For-
eigners Regional Registration

-

Actor Imran Khan was detained
in Mumbai on October 10. FiLE

e

GOVT’S SWEEPING
POWERS OVER OCI

after he participated in a protest
against Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar in Mumbai. Khan is set
tochallenge the FRRO notice in
the Bombay High Court.

Khan was among the pro-
testers detained at Mumbai’s
August Kranti Maidan on Oc-
tober 10. BJP leader Kirit So-
maiya, who filed a police com-
plaint, alleged that the actor’s
participation in a political dem-
onstration violated OCI rules
and visa conditions, and
sought his detention and de-

New patrons, old politics: Bengal
Durga Puja navigates power shift

Atri Mitra &
Adrija Roychowdhury
Kolkata, New Delhi, Oct15

ATLAKE Town, inthe northern
suburbs of Kolkata, the lights are
on and festive anticipation fills
the air. On the eve of Mahalaya
last weekend, which marked the
beginning of the countdown to
Durga Puja, workers rushed to
put the final touches on this
year’s pandal: an 80-foot-tall

Goods exports jump
23% in Sept, services
dip, trade deficit eases

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, October 15

DRIVEN BY a 48% jump in
goods exports to the US amid
worries about fresh tariffs over
oilimports from Russia, India’s
goods exports in September
jumped 23% to $44.40 billion
while services exports regis-
tered a rare dip, data released
bythe Commerce and Industry
Ministry on Thursday showed.

While goods exports
jumped from $36.08 billion in
September last year, imports
grew at a slower pace of 8% to
$74.61 billion, compared to
$69.08 billion last September.
The slower pace of import
growth helped the trade deficit
marginally ease to $30.2 billion

eServices exports

Change
(%)
-0.87
13.72
13.37
121
2.4
1215
724

Month| 2026

Sep | 36.35
Aug | 3547
Jul | 38.25
Jun | 3619
May | 33.19
Apr | 36.84
Mar | 38.2
Feb | 347 | 3164 | 9.67
Jan | 3816 | 3474 | 9.84

FIGURES IN $ BN; SOURCE: RBI

2025

36.67
3119
33.74
321
3241
32.85
35.62

last month, compared to
$33 billion last September.

The comparatively slower

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Bypassing firewalls, Al
agents accessed data of
Indian firms: CERT-In

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, October 15

SOME ARTIFICIAL Intelli-
gence (Al) agents that were sup-
posed to conduct research and
run evaluations on the internet
managed to bypass firewalls
and “reached” live systems of
Indian organisations, gaining
accesstosensitive information
such as business records, “in-

Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (Cert-In) has said.

This is perhaps the first
known instance of Al agents
going “rogue” and targeting
cyber infrastructure of India-
based entities. Cert-In also re-
vealed that none of the affected
organisations detected the un-
authorised access, and, in each
case, theincident was disclosed
by the Almodel providers after

Office (FRRO), asking him to ¢ HOLDII,E igE 14 bortation. Thepolice forwarded | replicaofJaipur’sHawaMahal, AtSantosh Mitra Square Puja pandal in Kolkata Thursday evening. cludingpersonaldataandcon-  their internal review.
leave India by October 28, days »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »CONTINUEDONPAGE4  The Puja theme is ‘Sanatani Chetanay Vande Mataram’. PARTHA PAUL fidential material”, the Indian »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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N Durga Puja

Celebrate the triumph of good over evil...
May Maa Durga’s divine blessings fill us
with joy and peace

Warm greetings and best wishes to
people of West Bengal

-

on the occasion of Durga Puja
i

Wishing everyone happiness and good health
Come, let us unite to celebrate
the festive spirit of Durga Puja

———

Suvendu Adhikari

Hon’ble Chief Minister, West Bengal

ICA-D1615(23)/2026

Presenting
LIC’s

L

O

Health
Shield

UIN: 512N369V01 | Plan No.: 907

Non-Par, Non-Linked, Health, Individual, Pure Risk Plan

&
~

Scan the QR code and
Download My LIC App

@; Also Available Online )
i

For details, contact your Agent/Nearest LIC Branch/visit www.licindia.in
Followus: £ [ » X in LIC India Forever | IRDAI Regn No.: 512

Call Centre Services
@uc  (022) 6827 6827

Kolkata

A fixed-benefit health plan that pays you,
not the hospital - no matter the actual medical expenses.

Benefits of the Policy:
& A comprehensive plan that covers your entire family
© Fixed daily hospital cash benefit
& Lump sum payouts for major surgeries & illnesses
Income support beyond medical bills
Increasing benefits for claim-free years

C)
8976862090 JHI

LIC/R1/2026-27/07/Eng

LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA

Har Pal Aapke Saath

BEWARE OF SPURIOUS PHONE CALLS AND FICTITIOUS / FRAUDULENT OFFERS. IRDAI or its officials do not involve in any activities of insurance business like selling insurance policies,
announcing bonus or investment of premiums, refund of amounts. Policyholders or the prospects receiving such phone calls are requested to lodge a police complaint.
For more details on risk factors, terms and conditions, please read sales brochure carefully before concluding a sale.




2 FRIDAY,OCTOBER 16,2026

The Second Page

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

[ FROM PAGE 1 ' FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM ]

SCnotice

denotification of Jantar Mantar
asaprotestsite. It directed police
to preserve all CCTV footage of
the protests, amid allegations of
excessive use of force by police.

The bench also issued no-
tice to the Election Commis-
sion on the modification of
Form 6, the paperwork for en-
rolling a new voter.

Lastmonth, an investigation
by The Indian Express revealed
that Election Commissioners
Sandhu and Joshi had objected
onrecord 14 timesin10 months
to steps taken by the ECI under
the CEC, from keeping them in
the dark to adding new voters
and deleting names.

The bench issued notice on
several pleas, including a writ
petition by INDIA bloc leaders
challenging what they called
the “unilateral and arbitrary ex-
ercise of the collective powers”
of the Election Commission in
conducting the SIR of electoral
rolls. The lead writ petition,
Rahul Gandhi v Election Com-
mission of India, named CEC
Kumar as a respondent.

The bench made a pointed
remark about one of the 13 peti-

tioners from the INDIA bloc.
“We have no problem with the
other petitioners... We are is-
suingnotice, but we are not con-
doningthe conduct. Let the peti-
tioner file an affidavit on their
conduct,” the bench observed,
without naming the petitioner.

The Court agreed to hear
pleas challenging the denotifi-
cation of Jantar Mantar. On Oc-
tober12, police said it had mod-
ified its standing order laying
down guidelines for protests at
the site, declaring that it now
standsdenotified. It designated
three alternative sites: Burari
Ground, Ramlila Ground and
the CBD Ground.

Appearing for petitioner
and advocate Swaty Malik,
former Delhi High Court judge
and senior advocate Mukta
Guptasaid the apex court’s ear-
lier ruling requires protest sites
to be places where protesters
can be “heard by the powers
that be”. Justice Bagchi ob-
served that “the word ‘heard’
must be understood from the
perspective of technology also.”

The government’s affidavit
had stated that the move flowed
from a Supreme Court order of
October 9. When lawyers for the
petitioners flagged this, Justice
Bagchi said the Court needs to

examine whether “oral observa-
tions” can be construed as law.

Senior advocate Gopal San-
karanarayanan, appearing for
petitioners challenging Sec-
tions 163 and 172 of the Bhara-
tiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,
said both provisions deserve
scrutiny. Section 163 (earlier
Section 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure) allows the
administration to issue pro-
hibitory orders to maintain law
and order, while Section 172
requires persons to conform to
lawful police directions.

The bench was initially in-
clined to issue notice only on
Section 172, since a 1970 ruling
in Madhu Limaye v Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate had upheld
the validity of Section 144.

Sankaranarayanan said,
“Both provisions have to be
considered. Constitutional law
has undergone huge upheaval
in the last 50 years... Please do
not be dismissive about it.”

Sankaranarayananand TMC
RajyaSabha MP Menaka Gurus-
wamy, the senior advocate who
appeared for petitioner Shail-
endra Mani Tripathi in a PIL,
also sought a direction to the
Delhi Police to place the Section
163 prohibitory orders onrecord.

When Solicitor General Tu-

shar Mehta pointed toan “inter-
esting prayer” in one petition
that “whoever calls for the pro-
test must also take responsibil-
ity for the consequences,” San-
karanarayanan responded that
the argument “cuts both ways”
and the Police Commissioner
must also take responsibility.

Journalists’
complaints

Senior advocate Indira Jais-
ing, appearing for journalist
group Network of Women in
Media, sought an independent
committee of retired judges,
police officers and civil society
members to probe complaints
of harassment filed by women
journalists against policemen
duringthe protests. “They can-
not probe themselves. There
hastobeanindependent com-
mittee,” she said.

She also sought a direction
that “no coercive action” be
taken againstawoman journal-
ist who accused an Assistant
Commissioner of Police of sex-
ual harassment. The journalist
has been booked under the
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, while no FIR
hasbeen registered against the
ACP on her complaint.

Responding, Mehtasaid it is
difficult to establish who is a
journalist. “In our experience,
any person having a mobile
phoneis ajournalist,” he said.

Justice Bagchi observed
that there needs to be a larger
consideration on “whether
freedom of expression allows
any citizen to be ajournalist™.

The bench said, “There are
categories of journalists. Even
the Working Journalists Act has
categories. Some groups may
be given more protectionsthan
others.”

The Court also agreed to
hear pleasby street vendors and
hawkers seeking compensation
from the protesters for loss of
livelihood. “We have not been
able to earn even Rs 500 for our
families during Dussehra and
Diwali,” alawyer said.

BJP national spokesperson
and senior advocate Gaurav
Bhatia told the Court there
were attempts to “browbeat”
thejudiciary.

CJI Kant responded, “No-
body can browbeat us, don’t
worry. Nobody should pay no-
tice to such attempts. We are
notsittingin an ivory tower. We
know what someone is saying
outside the courtand inside the
court.”

C_ERT-In: Al agents
accessed sensitive
dataof Indian firms

“Recently, CERT-In has re-
ceived multiple voluntary dis-
closures from Al model pro-
viders stating that their models,
during research and evaluation
activity on the internet, had
reached the live systems of In-
dian organisations,” the cy-
bersecurity agency, which
comes under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), said in an
advisory Thursday. It did not
reveal the names of the Indian
organisations or the Al agents
involved in the incident.

“In the disclosed cases, the
models’ actions exceeded the
authorisation of their assigned
tasks... The recorded activity
involved reading business rec-
ords, including personal data
and confidential material,
through credentials and con-
nection settings exposed in ap-
plication configuration, public
code repositories and permiss-
ive cloud service roles,” it said.

The incident comes amid
growing concerns over Al
agents acting beyond their in-
tended instructions, including
instances where autonomous
systems have attempted to ac-
cess restricted information, cir-
cumvent security controls and
interact with external systems
without authorisation. Glo-
bally, leading Al companies, in-
cluding Anthropic, OpenAland
Meta, have reported similar
cases of Al agents breaching de-
fined parameters and actingon
their own.

The incident, in particular,
mirrors OpenAl’s disclosure
from July that its AI agents
breached containment safe-
guards during internal testing,
accessed the internet without
authorisation, and compro-
mised systems belonging to Al
platform Hugging Face. In fact,
due to widespread incidents of
Al agents acting on their own,
leaders in the space, including
Anthropic’s Dario Amodei and
OpenAI’s Sam Altman, have
called for “pacing” the Al fron-
tier.

Al agents are autonomous
systems that can indepen-
dently plan and execute tasks,
access external tools and web-

sites, and take actions on behalf
ofusers with limited humanin-
tervention.

The agency has recom-
mended that Al model devel-
opers isolate their research
workloads, permitting only the
destinations a task strictly
requires, and enforcing the re-
striction at the network layer.
The weaknesses exploited by
the Al models and their agents
were, however, traditional fail-
ings, such as credentials and
keys exposed in the source
code, public repository history,
configuration files, client appli-
cations and public web con-
tent.

“Define in every task the
systems and actions that are in
scope, and treat everythingelse
as out of scope. Stop the run
automatically if the agent con-
tacts third-party systems, dis-
covers or uses third-party cre-
dentials, or raises a stop or
failure signal. Give an indepen-
dent operator the authority to
terminate or restart the run,”
the agency recommended.

Cert-In also noted a “finan-
cially motivated” campaign
against Indian entitiesin which
cyber threat actors abused pub-
licly available Al-native offen-
sive-security frameworks.

“These frameworks con-
tinue to be misused and re-
branded, with a large number
of deployments observed
across infrastructure in
multiple countries, indicating
the widespread availability of
ready-made agentic intrusion
capabilities,” it said.

The agency said that in the
financially motivated cam-
paign against Indian entities,
agentictooling compressed the
time between initial accessand
finalimpact, from days to a few
hours. In addition, the cam-
paign highlighted that multi-
agent operations run in paral-
lel, for hoursto days, to achieve
the attacker's goals, consistent
with the documented multi-
agent capability of these tools.

Further, victim entities in
the campaign that remediated
incompletely were attacked
again within days, at greater
scale, the agency said.

CJP

the CJP after a petition raised
concerns that the group’s
planned protest in Connaught
Place could disrupt business ac-
tivity in the area.

The bench of Acting Chief
Justice Nitin Sambre and Justice
Sanjay Sharma, while hearing a
petition by Anil Kumar Gupta
who said he was espousing the

cause of street vendors and
small traders, recorded the po-
lice assurance: “The Additional
Solicitor General assuresthat the
apprehension of the petitioner
shall be taken care of as the re-
spondents have taken enough
stepsinthe mattertocontroland
regulate the activity of respon-
dent no. 6 (CJP)... all possible
steps in accordance with law
shall betaken in the matter. The
assurance is taken on record.”
Meanwhile, in Mumbai, the

CJP secured permission to hold
its ‘Lehra Do Tiranga’ pro-
gramme at Azad Maidan Friday.
The Mumbeai Police granted
CJP permission for a day, allow-
ingittohold the programme be-
tween 9 am and 6 pm, subject to
acapof’5,000 participants. Police
identified the applicant as CJP
member Ravindra Patankar. The
permission has been granted
under the Maharashtra Police
(Regulation of Public Assemblies
and Processions) Rules, 2025.

Meeting Team India

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the women cricket team’s Harmanpreet Kaur and Smriti Mandhana
during aninteraction in New Delhi on Thursday with the Indian contingent that participated in the
Asian Games 2026 in Japan. rTi

NGT stays approval to Mormugao
Port’s channel deepening project

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, October 15

THE NATIONAL Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has stayed the oper-
ationalisation of the environ-
mental clearance (EC) and
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)
clearance granted to Mormu-
gao Port Trust’s (MPT) chan-
nel-deepening project until
the next hearing.

The appellants — Rupesh
Shinkre, Sanjay Redkar and
Jayesh Shetgaonkar — had filed
an appeal before the NGT in
September last year, challeng-
ing the clearance granted to
Mormugao Port Trust for the

project titled ‘Deepening of ap-
proach channel for cape-size
vessels’ on July 21, 2025.

The appellants submitted
that there has been no assess-
ment of the likely air and water
pollution from dust emitted
from handling of metallurgical
ores like coal and coke, etc. The
deepened approach channel
will allow larger cape-size vessels
to dock at the port, resulting in
increased capacity of handling
coal/ores from 12 MTPA to 42.1
MTPA (million tonnes per
annum), they had said.

In an interim order dated
September 26, the NGT’s West-
ern Zone Bench, Pune, said,

“After having heard the argu-
ments and looking to the dis-
crepanciesinthecaseinhandin
grant of EC and CRZ, we are of
the view that till next date, im-
pugned EC and CRZ clearance
shall not be operationalised.”
The matterwill be heard nexton
November 2.

The tribunal also directed
the port authority to place on
record within two weeks evi-
dence that a source apportion-
ment study for air quality in
Vasco Da Gama, Goa, carried
out by IIT Bombay, was placed
before the EAC at the time of
consideration of the grant of
EC/CRZ clearance.

EMERGING Al & MACHINE LEARNING TECH BEING INCORPORATED FOR LOGISTICS OPTIMISATION
Military developing integrated structure for theatre commands

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, October 15

THEINDIAN military isactively
developing an integrated logis-
tics structure to support its
planned theatre commands as
part ofits effort to transform the
service-specific logistics archi-
tecture into an integrated de-
fence framework, The Indian
Express haslearnt.

Additionally, emerging Al
and machine learning techno-
logies are being incorporated for
logistics optimisation, with pre-
dictive maintenance analytics
already deployed in limited ap-
plicationsby the defence forces.
Moreover, legacy financial archi-
tectureand procurement frame-
workare alsobeing revised to fa-
cilitate joint logistics.

The Department of Military
Affairs is spearheading the

move. These points were out-
lined in a letter from Rear Ad-
miral Kunal Singh Rajkumar, a
joint secretary in the depart-
ment, to Rajya Sabha MP Dr
Ajeet Madhavrao Gopchade.
The response followed Gop-
chade’s letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, seeking a uni-
fied defence logistics and fuel
management framework mod-
elled on the United States De-
fence Logistics Agency (DLA).
According to the letter, a tri-
services logistics management
application (TLMA)isunderde-
velopment to provide real-time
inter-service inventory visibility
and tointegrate service-specific
enterprise resource planning
software. Additionally, work is
underway toestablish a National
Defence Codification System
(NDCS), analogous to Nato’s
stock number system, while

joint logistics nodes and subse-
quently joint ammunition de-
pots, air stores supply parks, and
material organisationsare being
planned across India, it stated.

The department further
stated that the PM Gati Shakti
Defence Portal is also under de-
velopment for alignment with
the national logistics policy and
the Unified Logistics Interface
Platform (ULIP).

The letter also noted that
jointlogisticsintegration, akinto
the USDLA, is a strategic im-
perative and its realisation is a
prime priority for the defence
ministry. The armed forceshave
been establishing joint logistics
nodes as part of other efforts to
promoteintegration. InSeptem-
ber last year, the decision to es-
tablish three joint military sta-
tionswasannounced duringthe
Combined Commanders Con-

ference in Kolkata.

In his letter, Gopchade re-
ferred to the functioning of the
USDLA, whichservesasasingle,
centralised combat logistics sup-
portagency for the entire US De-
partment of Defence, stating
that it manages fuel supply, mili-
tary procurement, spare parts,
logistics Al systems, defence
standardisation, petroleum
quality assurance, warehousing,
technical support, and global
supply-chain management
under an integrated tri-service
structure. He highlighted thatat
present, logistics management
in India is largely distributed
across multiple service-specific
structuressuch asthe Army Ser-
vice Corps, Army Ordnance
Corps, Corps of Electronics and
Mechanical Engineers, naval lo-
gistics branches, air force main-
tenance systems, fuel depots,

and various procurement and
inventory mechanisms.

“... there appears substantial
scope for further strengthening
jointness through a more inte-
gratedlogisticsarchitecture,” the
MPwrote.

Four reformson
thelines of DLA

Gopchade suggested fourre-
formsonthelinesofthe DLA, in-
cluding a unified defence fuel
management system integrat-
ing Army, Navy, and Air Force
fuel procurement, storage,
transportation, and quality-con-
trol mechanisms, introduction
ofasecure military fuel card sys-
tem integrated with IOCL,
BPCL, HPCL, defence depots,
RFID, GPS, and digital audit sys-
tems to improve transparency,
reduce leakages, and simplify
operational logistics.

Goods exports

pace of import growth was
largely duetoasharpdeclinein
gold imports. Official data
showed that gold imports in
September logged a sharp de-
cline of 81.3% to $1.8 billion in
September this year, compared
t0 $9.6 billion in September last
year. While gold imports typi-
cally tend tojump in festive sea-
sons, Commerce Secretary Ra-
jesh Agarwal said the decline
could bearesult of high duty on
gold imports.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Econ-
omist, ICRA, said India’s goods
exports expanded by over 20%
for the second consecutive
month in September this year,
evenasgrowth insuchimports
cooled to a six-month low of
8%. “Amid a modest expansion
in the merchandise trade defi-
cit and an expected easing in
invisible earnings, led by tem-
pering remittance inflows, we
expect India’s current account
deficit towiden to $13-15 billion
in Q2 FY2027, from $4.2 billion
in Q1 FY2027, while printing
marginally lower than the year-
ago levels," Nayar said.

US continues
todrive exports

Amid continued uncer-
tainty over the trade deal,
India’s goods exports continue
to register strong growth. As
goodsexports have been declin-
inginthe West Asia region, par-
ticularlyin the UAE, Saudi Ara-

bia, Kuwait and Iran, exports to
the US ballooned by 48% in
September, crossing $8 billion.

On Thursday, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said the first phase of the
India-US trade pact hasbeen fi-
nalised and isundergoinglegal
drafting. “The US bilateral
trade agreement’s first tranche
has been finalised, and it is
going through final contours,
thelegal drafting, and we hope
to be able to finalise that soon
and operationalise that once
we get the competitive advan-
tage over our peer countries,”
Goyal said at a briefing.

This comes as the US is ex-
pected to come out with the re-
sults of Section 301 tariffs on
over-capacity. Data showed
that exports have been driven
by electronics, which continue
to be exempted from US tariffs
and are riding the Al wave. Ex-
ports under the category
jumped by 70.4% to $5.3 billion
last month, as compared to $3.1
billion in September last year.

However, imports from
China last month also regis-
tered a 31.5% jump to $14.86 bil-
lion, compared to $11.30 billion
last September. Between April
and September, imports from
China crossed $80.35 billion,
27% higher than $62.86 billion
inthe corresponding period last
year. This has triggered a sharp
jumpinthe anti-dumping duty
investigations by the Com-

merce and Industry Ministry.

Services exports
lograredecline

Amid sustained conflict in
West Asia, which has pushed
air fares higher, India’s services
exports logged a rare decline.
The government’s projections
showed that services exports
registered amarginal declineto
$36.35 billion in September this
year, compared to $36.67 billion
last year.

“There hasbeenarecentre-
duction in projections in ser-
vices trade globally. Earlier, it
was projected to grow by 4.8%;
ithasnow been revised to 3.3%.
One of the key factors is the
West Asia crisis. The rise in
energy prices hasimpacted one
component of services, which
is travel and tourism, which is
showing a downward projec-
tion. We are growing more than
9% year on year, but growth
would have been more,” Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh Agar-
wal told reporters.

The government has been
easing norms to smoothen ser-
vices exports. Last week, the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council recommended amend-
ments to Section 54(3) of the
Central Goods and Services Tax
Act to provide for refund of ac-
cumulated input tax credit (I'TC)
for input services and capital
goods under inverted duty
structure. While the change for
capital goods will come into ef-
fect from April next year, the
change forinputservicescanbe
availed from November 1.

Imran Khan

Somaiya’s complaint to the
FRRO, citing its jurisdiction
over matters related to foreign
nationalsand OCIcardholders.

Initsnoticeissued on Thurs-
day, the FRRO directed Khanto
leave India by October 28, in-
voking provisions of the Immi-
gration and Foreigners Act,
2025, including Section 7(2)(c),
which empowers authorities to
direct a foreign national not to
remainin India, and Section 29,
which provides for the removal
of aforeigner for violation of the
Act, rules or orders made under
it, or on the basis of an adverse
security report.

Terming the FRRO notice as
“drastic action”, Khan is set to
move the Bombay High Court,
challenging the grounds on
which he has been directed to
leave the country, and arguing
that neither the Immigration
and Foreigners Act, 2025, nor
the rules governing OCI card-
holders prohibit participation
in a protest. The petition is
being filed through advocates
Zulfiquar Memon, Parvez
Memon and Chirag Naik of
MZM Legal.

“We are in the process of fil-
ing the petition against the
FRRO notice,” Khan’s lawyers
said. The pleaislikely tobereg-
istered on Friday or Monday. It
is likely to come up for urgent

hearing before a division bench
led by Chief Justice Mahesh
Chandra Tripathi.

Khan has maintained that
he was not protesting against
any political party but was
standing up for citizens’ funda-
mental right to protest.

“Anotice wasserved and he
was asked toleave the country,”
a senior Mumbai Police officer
said. “OCI cardholders do not
have political rights, and it was
brought to our notice that Khan
had participated in the protest.
Various social media platforms
confirm his participation... We
have taken legal action as per
the law,” said the officer, who
did not want to be named.

Welcoming the notice, So-
maiya said: “There are many
ImranKhansinIndia... whether
itisNasruddin or Igbal... ifany-
one conspires to defame India
while living here, it will not be
tolerated... His deportationisto
set an example for all other for-
eigners and funders whose ob-
jectiveistogenerate unrestand
anarchyinIndia.”

Opposition parties have
criticised the FRRO notice to
the actor.

Born into Bollywood line-
age, Khanisthe nephew of actor
Aamir Khan and director-pro-
ducer Mansoor Khan, and the
grandson of director-producer

Nasir Hussain. He was born in
1983 in Madison, Wisconsin,
US, to Anil Pal, asoftware engin-
eer, and Nuzhat Khan, a psy-
chologist and daughter of Hus-
sain. His parents separated
when he was quite young, and
Imran Khan moved to Mumbai
with his mother.

He debuted in writer-direc-
tor Abbas Tyrewala’s film
Jaane Tu... Ya Jaane Na in
2008, and went on to act in
films like I Hate Luv Storys
(2010), Mere Brother Ki Dulhan
(2011), Delhi Belly (2011), and Ek
Main Aur Ekk Tu (2012).

The OCI scheme, intro-
duced in 2005, allows eligible
foreign nationals of Indian ori-
gin to visit India on a lifelong
visa, subject to applicable con-
ditions. However, OCI card-
holders cannot vote or contest
elections and remain subject to
Indian laws governing for-
eigners and immigration.

The Immigration and For-
eigners Act, 2025, gives the gov-
ernment wide powers over for-
eign nationals — and an OCI
remains a foreign national for
this purpose. There is no provi-
sion that expressly says a for-
eign national cannot attend a
political rally or demonstra-
tion. However, the law gives the
government considerable dis-
cretion to regulate the pres-
ence, activities and conduct of
foreigners in India.

WITHINPUTS FROM
ALAKA SAHANI

Threatened with being framed
in fake drug case, techie kills self

Chandan Haygunde
Pune, October 15

A 22-YEAR-OLD engineer
working with IT major Accen-
ture in Pune jumped to his
death from a highrise build-
ing, allegedly after receiving
phone calls from a man posing
asapolice officer, demanding
money and threatening toim-
plicate him in a drug smug-
gling case.

Police identified the engin-
eer as Shikhar Saxena, a native
of Uttarakhand, wholived asa
paying guest in Kharadi, Pune.
After a complaint filed by his
father Kumargaurav Saxena,
46, an FIR was lodged at the
Kharadi police station on
Wednesday against two un-
identified persons under Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
Sections 108 (abetment of sui-
cide), 308 (6) (extortion) and
351 (4) (criminal intimidation
by anonymous communica-
tion), among others.

Shikhar’s death has left his
parents, younger sister and
relatives in shock.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, his father, agovernment
official at Uttarakhand Peyjal
Nigam, said, “I want justice for
my son. He was a talented
youngster. He got a job at Ac-
centure in Pune through cam-
pus placement. This was his
firstjob. The culprits should be
arrested.”

Police suspect the accused
could be cyber criminals, who
allegedly forced Shikhar to
transfer money into a couple
of bank accounts through
multiple online transactions

Kolkata

The 22-year-old engineer was
working with Accenture. ExPRess

through online threats before
he died by suicide in the early
hours of October 1.

A BA and BTech from the
National Institute of Technol-
ogy (NIT) in Himachal Pra-
desh, Shikhar joined Accen-
ture at the posh Magarpatta
city complex in Pune’s Hadap-
sar area as an “Advanced En-
gineering Analyst'in July this
year.

Police said on September
30, a person called Shikhar on
his cellphone, which was
switched off. The call got di-
verted to his mother’s phone.

Asperthe FIR, the accused,
who sounded angry, asked
about Shikhar.

After his mother told the
caller that Shikhar was in
Pune, the accused cut the call.
When Shikhar’s father got to
know about the call, he called
the accused. The accused

identified himself as Shikhar’s
friend Ajay Kumar and said he
had called for some PDFs.

His father then called Shik-
har on his phone, but could
not reach him. Shikhar’s
father again called the ac-
cused, who claimed to have
met Shikhar while pla

ying the online game
PUBG. When he said Shikhar
never played PUBG, the ac-
cused cut the call, the FIR
stated.

The victim’s father called
the accused again.

This time, the accused said
he was a sub-inspector from
Haryana, who wanted to ar-
rest Shikhar as there was a
complaint against him for sell-
ing drugs, the FIR mentions.

Finding this suspicious,
Shikhar’s father left for Pune
on September 30 night. Mean-
while, Shikhar’s uncle, who
lives in Pune, approached the
Kharadi police. The police
lodged a kidnapping case in-
itially as per legal procedure.

Also, people who know
Shikhar posted his photo-
graphs and other details on so-
cial media with an appeal to
find him.

Around 6.30 am on Oc-
tober 1, however, it was dis-
covered that Shikhar had died
by jumping from the refuge
area of a 27-floor building at
Riverdale Suites in Kharadi,
located about a km away from
his residence in Pune.

Shikhar’s body was handed
over to his family after the
postmortem. His funeral was
performed at his native place,
police said.
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strained Mamata AITC MP
Mahua Moitra from making
"any defamatory statement"
against West Bengal Chief Sec-
retary Manoj Agarwal after he
complained that she made un-
substantiated allegations
against him in connection
with Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) exercise.

The Civil Judge Senior
Division, 1st Court, Alipore, on
Wednesday also directed the
Krishnanagar MPto delete her
social media posts against
Agarwal in relation to the
special intensive revision of
electoral rolls and the conduct
of this year's West Bengal as-
sembly elections within 24
hours of receiving the order.

The court, however, clari-
fied that this order will not "re-
strain fair criticism of the SIR
or of any official decision".

In an ex-parte interim
order, the court restrained
Moitra from publishing, post-
ing, or repeating "any defama-
tory statement" against Agar-
wal, including any statement
connected to two posts in
question which she allegedly
made on her X on October 3
and 6.

Moitra, however, said on
Thursday she will file a vacat-
ing application to reinforce
her rights.

The judge directed the MP
to delete the posts from her so-
cial media handle within 24
hours of receiving the order,
including receipt by e-mail.

The court directed that no-
tice be issued to Moitra to show
cause why the interim order
passed by it should not con-

CP Ajay Nand says riders shooting reels
inrain could have led to accidents; cat’s
eye reflectors installed along flyover

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, October 15

KOLKATA POLICE Commis-
sioner Ajay Kumar Nand on
Thursday said that there was no
conclusive evidencelinking the
bike skidding incidents to a
newly-painted ‘rainbow’ fly-
over surface and added that
driver negligence in the rain
could be possible reasons be-
hind the accidents.

Meanwhile, the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation (KMC)
officials installed cat’s-eye re-
flectors along the flyover
stretch at 10-metre intervals, a
day after a purported dashcam
video of bikers slipping on the
road triggered criticism from
the Opposition.

The flyover remained
closed through Wednesday
night as authorities carried out
the work. Paint was also
“slightly scraped” from another
flyover in the city.

“Experts and engineers
have informed us that the
paints used are anti-skid and
there is a confusion on whether
the bikes have skidded due to
the paint. What we have learnt
so far is that bikers were trying
to shoot videos and reels while
riding in the rain so there might
have been a disbalance. We
have this presumption. We
have also installed cat’s-eye re-
flectors and ‘go slow’ boards
along the road,” Nand said.

Nand also clarified that the

would apply only to the Chin-
grighata flyover and not to the
Gariahat flyover.

“Unlike other flyovers, the
Gariahat Flyover is straight, so
such specific closures will not
be implemented there. How-
ever, as a precaution, bike
movement over the Chingri-
hataFlyover may be suspended
during rain. Engineers have
clarified that while this specific
paint contains anti-skid prop-
erties, flyover joints consist of
steel plates and concrete,
which can become slippery
when painted. However, this
shouldn't happen on standard
bituminous surfaces,” he said.

“The fresh paint has led
people to suspect it caused the
incidents, but the paint used for
roads does not have the same
composition as ordinary wall
paint,” he added.

Regarding traffic conges-
tion on the stretch during
Durga Puja, Nand said, “Ahead
of the Pujas, daily commuters
heading toward Ultadanga
alongthe Bypass are experienc-
ing heavy congestion due to
bridge construction work in
Chingrihata. This could worsen
if the connector is closed. Dis-
cussions have also been held
with Bidhannagar authorities
regarding the heavy evening
traffic.”

Defending the beautifica-
tion drive, Urban Development
Minister Agnimitra Paul on
Thursday said, “Firstly, the

Cat’s eye reflectors were installed on Kolkata flyover, Thursday. express

video, we saw two motorcycles
skidding. Why that happened
we cannot say. Yesterday when
I was returning from Kolkata,
there was a bigaccident on the
national highway due to skid-
dingwhere there was no paint.”

“For the past 15 years, the
TMChad not made roads...sev-
eral accidents happened. As a
precaution, we have installed
cat’seye reflectors on Chingrig-
hata bridge. On Gariahat fly-
over the paint has been slightly
scraped so that the friction in-
creases,” she added.

Saying the beautification
was “for the people of the state”,
Paul added, “ This is a CSR in-
itiative...not by using public
funds. Our department did not
steal anyone’s money, nor have
we used public money. We are
just trying to beautify the city.”

Meanwhile, Mamata AITC
MLA Kunal Ghosh posted a
video on Facebook on Thurs-
day of paint being purportedly
washed away from a flyover at
Gariahat and questioned the

sound and dangerous paint
had to be removed, why was it
applied in thefirst place insuch
areckless manner? Who will
take responsibility for the acci-
dents? Whose money has gone
to waste? Let the images of the
paint being removed from Ga-
riahat remain a reminder of
what happened after the Chin-
grighata accident,” he said.
After facing sharp criticism
from the Opposition over the
purported videos, Paul, on
Wednesday had said an en-
quiry has been ordered to look
into the cause of the accident.
“The chief minister (Su-
vendu Adhikari) has instructed
officialstovisit the spotand in-
spect the matter immediately.
The officials have been directed
to investigate the cause of the
accident. Some people are say-
ing that the colours are strain-
ing the eyes while driving. If
that is the case, an alternative
arrangement will be made.
Whatever is convenient for the
people's needs will be done,”

spoil pujas, organisers
should stay alert: CM

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, October 15

CHIEF MINISTER Suvendu Ad-
hikari on Thursday said the state
police was working in coordina-
tion with the Border Security
Force (BSF) to stop cattle, nar-
cotics and counterfeit currency
smuggling and prevent cross-
border infiltration and human
trafficking.

Inaugurating four Durga
Pujasin of Murshidabad district,
Adhikari alleged that some
people were trying to spoil the
pujas and cautioned the puja
committees to remain alert to
untoward incidents.

“Iwill pray foronly onething,
that the puja passes well. A few
daysago, I heard that something
had happened at a puja pandal
duetoafireorsomeotherreason.
T hope that the police and the
puja committees will remain
alertto prevent such unpleasant
incidents,” he said.

“Many people want to spoil
the festivities. There could also
be accidents. It would not be
right for me to say this asthe ad-
ministrative head of the state.
The police are investigating.
Everyone should celebrate to-
gether,” headded.

Hesaid thatin Murshidabad,
more than 800 new Pujas have
received approval.

“Afterthe BJP cameto powet,
12,000 new Pujas were approved
for grants. In 2025, there were

mittees. We have waived electric-
ity chargesforthe pujasand allo-
catedRs1lakh eachtothe 58,000
pujas of the state. In the district,
more than 800 new Pujas have
received approval,” he said.

Giving a call for a "narcotics-
free West Bengal", the CM said
5,000 bottles of cough syrup
were recently destroyed nearthe
India-Bangladesh border in Ja-
langi "as part of our objective to
have a narcotics-free Murshida-
bad.

"Cough syrup bottles, fake
notes, heroin, opium and cattle
used to be smuggled to Bangla-
desh... We are committed to to-
tally eliminate smuggling... We
have also stopped cross-border
infiltration and trafficking of
girls," he said.

Appealingtopeopletoputan
end to marriage of underage
girls, hesaid 60,000 minors have
undergone institutional de-
liveriesin the state from January
to June this year, and of them,
9,700 were from Murshidabad.

"Tappeal to everyone to help
ussave the gitls," he said.

"Under the previous regime,
girls as young as 12 to 15 years
were married off and they be-
came pregnant. This is illegal...
Ourgovernment wantstoreform
the society and not remain con-
fined only to administrative
work," headded.

Hesaid ameetingwillbe held
in Delhi on October 27 on river
erosion. Erosion by the Ganga

on Thursday said it expected
West Bengal's BJP government
to create an atmosphere allow-
ingdivergent political viewsin
the state, allowing the CPI(M)
to set up a bookstall near a
Durga Puja pandal in
Bongaon.

Observing that dissemina-
tion of different political
thoughts and ideologies is wel-
come in a democracy, the
court held that this makes
democracy "fruitful, deep-
rooted and mature." "It is ex-
pected of the present ruling
dispensation to create an at-
mosphere where persons
owing allegiance to different
political ideologies will not
hesitate to voice their views,"
Justice Saugata Bhattacharyya
observed.

The court directed the Bon-
gaon police district SP and
Bongaon police station's in-
spector-in-charge to ensure
public order and peace, en-
abling the petitioner CPI(M) to
erect a bookstall and sell their
books during Durga Puja days
within a 100-meter radius of
their party office at the site.

The party office is near a
Durga Puja pandal. The CPI(M)
has been setting up bookstalls
near Durga Puja pandals for
decades.

Justice Bhattacharyya di-
rected the police authorities to
deploy adequate security per-
sonnel to prevent others from
disturbing the members of the
Left party from running the
stall and selling books.

The court directed the SPto
file a report on steps taken to
comply with the order on the

tinue until the disposal of | restriction on motorcycle paintsusedareanti-skid paints. decision to paintit. the minister had told 45000 pujas. Thistime, grants Riverisamajorissuein Murshi- | next date of hearing on
Agarwal's application. movement during rainfall Secondly, yesterday in the “If the scientifically un-  mediapersons. have been given to 58,000 com-  dabad district. November 23.
3 3 3 CHANDIGARH POWER DISTRIBUTION LIMITED, CHANDIGARH
Cops forcefully taking affidavits € 500 204205, Sector 34-#, Chandigarh - 160022, Incis 3’
. . b CIN: U31200UP1992PLC014506
for rival camp: Mamata faction TENDER NOTICE Date: 16,102026 »jUCO BANK
Bids are invited from the eligible bidders for the following tenders: (‘qﬂa AP BT gq;ﬁq) (A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Kolkata: The TMC's Mamata MPDolaSen alleged that police Tender Tender Description EMD | Due Date & Time Head Office : 10, B.T.M. Sarani, Kolkata — 700 001
Banerjee-led factionon Thurs-  personnel across the state had Enquiry No. (in Lakhs) | of Bid Submission T 3> fA9aTA H1 e T N T
day wrote to state government  been directed to collect CPDLIFY26-27/ | Rate Contract for Supply of | 04.00 | 06.11.2026, 3
and police officialsallegingthe  "dummy affidavits" from non- Cable Joints/049 | various ratings of Cable joints up to 18:00 Hr F arms to E n te rp rise sl .
use of the police to obtain affi- TMC members to bolster the CPDL/FY26-27/ | Rate Contract for Supply | 10.00 | 03.11.2026, e e o e
davitsin favour ofthedissident  rival faction's claim to the 630ALTACB of 630A LT ACB Feeder Pillar up to 18:00 Hr Empower in g ’ n d’ a D I g’ ta"y
group amid the party’sname  party’s name and its election Feeder Pillar/048 | MS Box A

and symbol row
Intheletters, Mamatacamp

symbol, Jora Ghash Phool (twin
flowers and grass). PTI

3 sentenced
to life for
beheading
manin 2022

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, October 15

A DIAMOND Harbour
court has sentenced
three men to life im-
prisonment for behead-
ing Habibullah Paik over
an alleged extra marital
affair in Mathurapur in
South 24 Parganas dis-
trictin 2022.

Relyingon advanced
modern forensics, the
Ld. Court of Additional
Sessions Judge, Fast
Track Court-III, Dia-
mond Harbour, on Oc-
tober 12, convicted Ajgar
Laskar, Ajahar Laskar
alias Raja, and Rabiul
Sardar under Sections
302 (murder), 201 (caus-
ing disappearance of evi-
dence), and 34 (common
intention) of IPC.

According to the
complaintlodged by the
deceased’s wife, the inci-
dent took place on Feb-
ruary 8, 2022, when
Ajgar and Ajahar arrived
at Habibullah’s resi-
dence and took him to a
nearby garden. The fol-
lowing morning, police
recovered the headless
body of Paik near Ajgar’s
house in Subudhipur.

Duringtrial, the pros-
ecution presented 24
witnesses with compel-
ling scientific, digital,
and physical evidence.

In its verdict, court
noted defense miserably
failed to establish any
plausible plea to negate
the charges and de-
livered the sentence.

Tender fee ofindividual Tender Document Rs.1180/- (Incl. GST)
For tender details and further amendment/ corrigendum, please visit our website
www.chandigarhpower.com -> Tenders

Head (CMM)
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Missed your physical share transfer deadline?

0od news!

SEBI is giving investors a

special one-year window
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Quarter Quarter | Half Year | Half Year Year
Particulars Ended Ended Ended Ended Ended
30.09.2026 | 30.09.2025 | 30.09.2026 | 30.09.2025 | 31.03.2026
(Unaudited)| (Unaudited)|(Unaudited) | (Unaudited)| (Audited)
1.| Total Income from Operations (net) 817408| 742139|1685632|1485460|2974098
2. Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period (before Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) | 106469 | 102506| 363962| 197126| 437349
3.| Net Proft / (Loss) for the period before tax (after Exceptional andfor Extraordinary items) | 106469 | 102506 | 363962| 197126| 437349
4.| Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional andior Extraordinary items) | 78564 | 61976| 144197| 122720| 276786
5 for e pood st ) and oot compatensi ncome e ) Ploase Refer Note No. 2
6.| Paid Up Equity Share Capital 1253956 | 1253956 | 1253956 | 1253956 | 1253956
¢ ;,"1,.',:,;, 7.| Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserves) 1756007 | 1541844 | 1756007 | 1541844 1756007
youi with this process. 8.| Securities Premium Account 504211| 504211| 504211 504211| 504211
9.| Net Worth 2788109|2301266 |2788109| 2301266 | 2446221
10.| Paid up Debt Capital/ Outstanding Debt 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.09 0.09
11.| Debt Equity Ratio 0.75 0.66 0.75 0.66 0.70
12.| Earning Per Share (of 10/~ each) (for continuing and discontinued operations)
1. Basic: 0.63 0.49 1.15 0.98 2.21
2. Diluted: 0.63 0.49 1.15 0.98 2.21
13| Capital Redemption Reserve .
14| Debenture Redemption Reserve MIURAEES

to the bank.

Sd/-
Place : Kolkata

Dated : 15th October, 2026
Follow us X1 { 1GKinkK > © 18008910

Executive Director

Kolkata

Vijaykumar Nivrutti Kamble

Notes : 1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly/ half-yearly financial results filed with the Stock Exchanges under
regulation 33 and 52 of the Listing Regulations. The full format of the quarterly/half yearly Financial Result are available on the Stock
Exchange websites. (BSE : www.bseindia.com and NSE : www.nseindia.com), Bank's website (www.uco.bank.in/Investors)
2. Information relating to total comprehensive income and other comprehensive income is not furnished as Ind AS is not yet made applicable

IR For UCO Bank ----

Sd/-
Rajendra Kumar Saboo

MD & CEO (I/C) and Executive Director
7666399400 Missed Call for CKYC Card : 7799022129 = www.uco.bank.in

Sd/-
Aravamudan Krishna Kumar
Non-Executive Chairman
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TELIPUKUR NAGERBAZAR
YUBAK SANGHA

APOND FULL
OF LOVE

onceptualised by artist Bhaba-

tosh Sutar, 'Ek Pukur Bhalo-

basha' (A pond full of love) aims

0 raise awareness about the

rapid disappearance and pollu-

tion of Kolkata's urban ponds,

highlighting their ecological im-

portance and emotional bond
with local families.

Conceived around a historic

“Inlast50 years,
Kolkata has lost

local pond, theinstallationshow-  ground 70 per
cases its role in everyday life, :
from weddings and rituals to re- c.ent ofits pOI‘IdS,
laxation, alongside human-in- filled by
duced pollution. Avideoshotin-  real-estate
side the pond simulates the promoters to
perspective of aquatic life experi-
encing garbage, bottles, and rit- make ?oncrEte
ual offerings thrown fromabove.  high-rise
Eighteen microphonesinstalled  buildings,”
at the pond's floor capture real-  gqid artist
time underwater sounds, such as
fish nibbling, which are played Bhabatosh Sutar.
live inside the pandal.

"A pond is not merely a water
body. It is an ecosystem, a living
container," said artist Bhabatosh
Sutar. "In 50 years, Kolkatahas HOW TO REACH:
lost around 70 per cent of its

Take the Metro to Dum

ponds, filled by real-estate pro-
moters to make concrete high-
rise buildings."

Shubham Saha, assistant sec-
retary of the club, added, "We
want to convey the story of a
pond that has been a part of our
family's history for the past sev-
eral hundred years, becomingal-
most like a family member. We are witness-
ing that over many decades, ponds are
gradually becoming extinct."

The moss-toned idol stands around 20
feet tall, symbolising the worship of the pond
as a Goddess. Her jewellery and attire are
crafted entirely from aquatic elements like
water lilies (shaluk) and leafy greens (kolmi
saag). Celebrating its 68th year, the club op-
erates on a budget of roughly Rs 50 lakh.

Dum station and board
anautodirectly to
Nagerbazar. From the
Nagerbazar auto stand,
ashort walk leads to
Telipukur Yubak Sangha.

DUM DUM PARK
TARUN SANGHA

TRADE ROUTE

elebratingits41st year, Dum Dum
Park Tarun Sangha presents "Bi-
niya Katha", conceptualised by
artist Anirban Das. The theme
highlights Bengal's rich trade
history spanning from the 7th
century BC to the 18th century.
Constructed on a budget of
roughly Rs 45 lakh, the 11-to-12-
foot-tall pandal features a main HOWTOREACH:
sanctumstyled asatrading port  Txe the Metro's Blue
complete with a merchant ship. | ineto Dum Dum sta-
It depicts historical tales such as tion, then take a 12-to-15
Xuanzang'svoyage, EMperorAs-  inute auto, toto, or cab
hoka sending the Bodhi treeto  j4e 31km).
Sri Lanka, Dwarkanath Tagore's Alternatively, alight at
shipping business, and unique Belgachia station for a
historical accountslikethetrans-  |oqs congested route
port of a giraffe to mainland \ith direct autos or
India. . . buses.Bustravellers
Performers wearing tradi- .o, take any route via
tional masks and holding sty-  y|pRoad or Jessore
lised wooden boat propsportray g4 d, get off at the Dum
ancient maritime merchants. p,mpark Bus Stop, and
The exterior facade is adorned {41 a short walk or toto
with ship-themed structures, g ihevenue.
painted historical murals of sail-
ing vessels, and a prominent ex-
plorer statue.
The clay idol is crafted in a
terracotta style to honour historical ex-
ports. Organisers report high crowd turn-
out starting as early as Tritiya.

PANDAL HOPPING

y As Durga Puja sweeps across Kolkata, this year's celebrations highlight a blend
of artistic brilliance and social messaging. Sweety Kumari hops through the
‘theme Puja’ pandals to tell the most creative and outstanding stories

The installation at Telipukur Nagerbazar Yubak Sangha Puja pandal in Kolkata showcases a pond’s role in everyday life — from
weddings and rituals to relaxation — alongside human-induced pollution; the moss-toned idol stands around 20 feet tall. ParTHA PAUL

The 11-to-12-foot-tall pandal of Dum Dum Park Tarun Sangha in Kolkata features a main sanctum styled as a trading port complete
with amerchant ship. It depicts historical tales such as Xuanzang's voyage. The clay idol is crafted in a terracotta style. PaRTHA PAUL

THE BENGALI ASSOCIATION SINGAPORE IN LITTLE INDIA HAS BEEN CELEBRATING DURGA PUJA SINCE 1956

Bhogin Belgium, naruin Smgapore Bengahs keep tradition alive

Tanusree Bose The celebrations will take
Kolkata, October 15 place at Blauwe Regen, on the

outskirts of Antwerp. The festiv-
BENGALIS ACROSS the world  itieswill follow traditional Durga
arebound togetheroverthefive  Pujaritualsfrom SaptamitoDa-

days of Durga Puja, despite the
local time difference. Away from
their homeland, they keep the
traditions, rituals, and food alive
for generations to come. From
Belgium to Singapore and the
US to Noida, they are set to wel-
come Ma Durga with her four
children.

Founded in early 2025, Ago-
moni Belgium Durga Puja was
established by a small group of
expats who wanted to keep the
Bengali traditions and culture
alive while promoting unity, har-
mony, and positivity.

shami, including KolaBou Snan,
Pushpanjali, and Sandhi Puja.

Koel Das, who moved to Ant-
werp after marriage in 2024,
said, “There are Durga Puja cel-
ebrations in Brussels but not in
Antwerp, sowe concentrate over
here.”

AccordingtoDas, they follow
the Bengali panjika for the Durga
Pujacelebrations. “We maintain
thetithilikeitisdone in Kolkata,
so the celebrations begin from
Friday as it is Sasthi, and since
Ashtami, Navami and Dashami
are on weekdays, we have taken

At a Durga Puja pandalin Singapore. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

leave on Monday and Tuesday,”
shetold TheIndian Express over
the phone.

Approximately 17-20 people
had begun the puja, but now
people from various other com-

munities (Kashmiri, Punjabi,
Bangladeshi, and other people)
also participate as volunteers in
making bhog, prasad distribu-
tion, and cultural events.
Uttoron Durga Puja in Seat-

tle, US, has already celebrated
thisyear’s Durga Puja. Founded
in 2005, this Durga Puja is cel-
ebrated only on weekends.
Moushumi Bandhopadhay,
whowasbornand broughtupin
Kolkata, has celebrated Puja
there for the past 10 years.

“When we were children,
Durga Puja celebrations began
on Panchami. As we grew older,
we went to Maddox Square, but
now I am involved here,” she
told The Indian Express. “Here
puja starts on Friday evening,
and we wrap up everything by
Sunday evening.”

The Bengali Association Sin-
gapore in Little India has been
celebrating Durga Puja since
1956. From drawing competi-

tions to Sindoor Khela to per-
formances by bands like Jol
Chobi and Electric Desiland to
fashion shows and Chitrahaar
(songs, storytelling, and dance)
to garba, the next five days are
completely packed.

Barnali Bhattacharya said,
“Bhogisdistributed amongall.
Everyone has responsibilities:
some are part of the bhog com-
mittee, and others are respon-
sible for decoration or other as-
pects.”

They also organised an
ananda naru competition for
women. Though not related to
Bengali Association Singapore,
an NRI Bazaar will sell every-
thing from any Indian state, she
added.

Kolkata
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P_uia shift

rendered in shades of pink.

Prabir Dhar, the working
president of the Sreebhumi
Sporting Club Durga Puja Com-
mittee, expects this year’s cel-
ebrations to be grander than
ever, attracting more visitors
than the 1.5 crore estimated to
have visited the pandal last year.

Yet, beneath the spectacle,
the neighbourhood is anticipat-
ing a different kind of change.
Until last year, Sreebhumi was
closely associated with Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) leader
Sujit Bose, who was the public
faceand chiefpatron of the puja.
Under his supervision, it be-
came a two-week carnival, dis-
rupting trafficand everyday life
for residents.

With Bose embroiled in the
municipal jobs scam case, anew
committee is managing the
puja. Itsstated aimisto regular-
ise the celebrations and restore
theirlocal, residential character
without sacrificing grandeur.

“Tilllast year, the puja would
be inaugurated on Mahalaya
itself, that is during Pitri Paksha
(the fortnight dedicated to an-
cestor worship),” says Dhar. “It
isaninsult tothe Sanatan tradi-
tion. Maa (Goddess Durga) must
be worshipped during Devi Pak-
sha (the fortnight dedicated to
goddess worship),” he argues.

This year, the puja was
opened to visitors a day after
Mahalaya by West Bengal Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.
Sreebhumi presents a larger
question facing Durga Puja fol-
lowing the change of govern-
ment in West Bengal in May: has
the festival's political economy
changed, or have its patrons
simply changed?

Months before the celebra-
tions, Durga Pujawasalready at
the centre of controversy over
callstorestrict the saleand con-
sumption of non-vegetarian
food near pandals, as well as
government directives concern-
ing liquor sales on Maha Ash-
tami and DJ music during fes-
tivities and immersion
processions. “Durga Puja, in a
way, remainsas it was, but some
structural changes will be ap-
parent this year. Earlier, there
used tobe a contest between dif-
ferent puja committees led by
TMC heavyweights who acted
aspatrons,” says an organiser of
a prominent city puja, who did
not wish to be named.

New faces at the helm

One of the most visible
changes this year is the emerg-
ence of new political faces at
prominent pujas across Kolkata.

AtSreebhumi, Bose hasbeen
replaced by Health Minister Sha-
radwat Mukherjee, who de-
feated himin the Assembly elec-
tions. At SuruchiSanghain New
Alipore, BJPMLA Sourav Sikdar
has assumed a key role, replac-
ing Aroop Biswas and his
brother Swaroop, who was as-
sociated with the Bengali film in-
dustry. At Hathibagan Sarbojo-
ninin north Kolkata, BJPleader
and state industry minister
Tapas Roy has replaced TMC
leader Atin Ghosh and his as-
sociate Saswata Bose. BJP MLA
Ritesh Tiwary has also replaced
former tourism minister Indra-
nil Sen as patron of Tala Prottoy.

The new patrons present
these changes as an attempt to
free the festival from the control
of TMC leaders and return it to
the people. “Whatusedtobethe
Biswas brothers’ puja is now a
pujaforthe residents of New Ali-
pore. The pujawill be conducted
strictly according to the scrip-
tures. The theme and grandeur
will remain the same,” says Sik-
dar of Suruchi Sangha.

“Different Puja committees
approached me to be their pa-
tron. I selected a few. The main
organisers remain the same,”
says Tapas Roy.

But whether the changes
amount to a redistribution of
control, rather than atransfer of
political patronage, remains an
open question.

After Independence, several
pujas became associated with
Congress politicians. Ekdalia
Evergreen Puja in south Kol-
kata's Gariahat, for instance,
became closely identified with
the late Subrata Mukherjee
from the 1970s. The CPI(M),
which came to power in 1977,
largely kept its distance from
direct participation in religious
festivities on ideological
grounds. This left space for
Congress politicians, and later
the TMC, to cultivate relation-
ships with puja committees.

“TMC leaders’ involvement
in Durga Puja was not sudden,”
says Sandipan Mitra, who was
part of the research team that
prepared the dossier that helped
“Durga Puja in Kolkata” get on
UNESCO's Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heri-

tage of Humanity.
L[ ]

Replica of Jaipur’s Hawa Mahal
at Sreebhumi Sporting Club

TMC leaders participated in
the festival longbefore the party
came to power in 2011, with
leaders such as former Kolkata
mayor Firhad Hakim and
former ministers Partha Chatter-
jee, Aroop Biswas, and Sovan
Chatterjee becoming known
faces through the pujas they
hosted. Underthe TMC rule, this
involvement expanded into
what came to be described as a
“festival mode of governance”.
Art historian Tapati Guha Tha-
kurta, who has extensively
studied the cultural and social
significance of Durga Puja, says
the party increasingly used the
festival as a platform for politics
and governance. “Didi and
Durga almost had a political
pact. She became Durga’s great-
est champion, but her face also
competed with Durga every-
where,” she says.

The change of government
marks a shift in the political ac-
torsassociated with the festival,
but not necessarily in the rela-
tionship between political
power and public celebration.

A public art festival

The new government's em-
phasis on tradition has raised
questionsabout the artistic free-
dom that has become central to
contemporary Durga Puja. BJP’s
Baranagar MLA and Santosh
MitraSquare Puja organiser Sajal
Ghosh — whose father Pradip
Ghosh was a Congress leader
and the patron ofthe Puja— has
argued that idols should follow
traditional conventions and
should not be distorted through
artistic experimentation.

Pashupati RudraPaul, an art-
ist from Kumartuli, says several
committees have insisted that
Durgaidolsshould notexceed 11
feetin height. “This rule existed
previously as well, but no one
followed it. This year there is
strictadherence toit,” he says.

Another artist, speaking on
condition of anonymity, says
many idol makers are avoiding
experimentation with theidol's
form this year.

Anirban Das, the main artist
at Nandanik Club in Kanthi in
Purba Medinipur, which is CM
Adhikari’s home turf, insists
there is no political pressure.
“We will worship Mahishasura
Mardini as we do every year. We
believe in her presence every-
where and in every object,” he
says. “We are organising Durga
Pujathe same way we have been
doing foryears. Nobody hastold
us to change anything,” says
Somen Dutta, an organiser at
the Kashi Bose Lane puja.

Others emphasise that cre-
ative freedom is integral to the
festival. “Goddess Durga does
notreside in temples. She s cel-
ebrated by common people in
the streets and neighbour-
hoods. Who can dictate how
she should look?” asks Bhaba-
tosh Sutar, who has designed
DurgaPuja pandals and idols in
Kolkata for 27 years.

“There is a huge creative
crafts economy that is centred
around Durga Puja,” says Guha
Thakurta. Young artists, she
says, have used the festival as a
platform toshowcase theirwork,
opening up a democratic space
for art production in the city.

The festival’ssignificance as
a public art event was recogni-
sed when Durga Puja in Kolkata
was inscribed on UNESCO's
Representative List of the Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage of Hu-
manity in 2021.

The expansion of Durga Puja
has also raised concerns that
commercialisation and political
patronage have weakened its
neighbourhood character.

AtSreebhumi, Dharsaysthe
corporatisation of the festival
overthe past15years made it dif-
ficult for residents to participate.
Theidol wasadorned with gold,
while heavy security restricted
accesstothegoddess, including
for those wishing to offer push-
panjali, or flowers during wor-
ship. This year, the committee
intends to encourage local par-
ticipation and keep the idol
simpler. Guha Thakurta ac-
knowledges that commercial-
isation and politicisation have
distanced some pujas from their
local communities. A celebra-
tion once heavily controlled by
the TMC as Sreebhumi, she ar-
gues, exemplified thistrend. Yet,
she questions whether the
change of government will fun-
damentally alter the model. The
faces may have changed, butthe
script of a relationship between
political power and the festival
may remain much the same.
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“ The energy, innovation, and talent of N o ut h

our youth are the greatest forces driving
the creation of a developed India. The Em owe rment
State Government is fully committed to

securing the future of young people and

“ The construction of a developed India in the
21st century rests on two main pillars: first, pride
in our heritage, and second, making every
possible effort for development. Today,

e T T T Tk 25 New Opportunities, New Dreams, Uttarakh.and is coroitinuously sFrengthening both
grow and progress. 9y A New Uttarakhand these pillars. This decade is the decade of
Uttarakhand. 99 :
Pushkar Singh Dhami —~ Narendra Modi
Chief Minister, Uttarakhand Prime Minister

Dedicated to Youth Empowerment and a Brighter Future

A strict anti-cheating law has been implemented in
the state. With greater transparency in the
recruitment process, talented youth are now being
selected for positions across multiple departments.
Over the past five years, more than 34,000 youth
have secured government jobs.

Under the new Sports Policy, a historic decision has
been taken to provide government employment
to national & international-level medal winners.

The daily diet allowance for state athletes has been
increased from ¥250 to 480 per athlete per day, on

The number of people employed under MSMEs the Iines Of the SportS Authority Of India (SAI).

increased to 456,605 in 2025, up from 343,922 in 2022.

Under the Uttarakhand Film Policy, scholarships are
being provided to youth who graduate from FTII.
Based on course expenditure, 75% scholarship is
provided to ST, SC and OBC candidates and 50% to
General category candidates.

The State Government launched the CM Skill
Upgradation & Global Employment Scheme. Its budget
was increased from ¥75 lakh to 3.3 crore. So far, 147
young people have received foreign-language training,
and 92 have secured employment in different countries.

Under the Chief Minister’s Emerging Players
Upgradation Scheme, around 3,900 promising
athletes aged 8-14 years across the state are being
provided a sports scholarship of 1,500 per month.

Uttarakhand became the first state in the country to
implement the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

The Chief Minister’s Higher Education Promotion
Scholarship Scheme was launched to support students

in higher education. Athletes who win medals or participate in

national and international competitions such as

The National Games were hosted in Uttarakhand for the the OIymplcs, Asian Gamesoand Commonwe.alth
first time. At the 38th National Games, Uttarakhand Games will beneﬁt from a 4% sports quota in
athletes won a record 103 medals. government services.

C Vikas bhi

1"F | /'« . _p
C Vorasal Oht

—

Issued in Public interest by Department of Information & Public Relations, Uttarakhand, Dehradun
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ACROSS DOWN

1The crowntakesafirmcourseif =~ 1Asectformingasocial

backed (7) group (5)

5 They may be raised if he’s 2Cyclerace (3)

taking in work (5) 3 He floated a company to avoid
8 Feelinganoseisn’t liquidation (4)

well-shaped (9) 4 Rialto’s broken

91t’s often quoted as a game for sewer (6)

kids (3) 5 Palmistry

10 Make an impression as an manual? (8)

artist (4) 6 Type Latin translation with
12 Misgivings about the foreign great composure (9)

garments (8) 7 Nominally commits oneselfto
14 Fearful sort of cavern (6) work? (5,2)

15 Good man in favour in 11She makes hot

US city (6) claret (9)

17 Rife perhaps and it spreads 13 They’re not bound to be
rapidly (8) distributed (8)

18 Witnesses a key agreement (4) 14 Neat attendant (7)

211t goes on land and swims in 16 One loses marks

the reeftoo (3) usingit (6)

22 Simple departure is without 19 Sense of position say (5)
formality (4,5) 20 Earnings do not begin for a
24 Figures will show how well long time (4)

they are working (5) 23 Cooling agent used in atomic
25 Appreciate consideration (7) energy (3))

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6120 ACROSS: 1Hoodwink, 5 Shop, 9 Omega, 10
Plodder, 11 Pressing need, 13 Handle, 14 Snacks, 17 Capital gains, 20 Implore,
21 Elemi, 22 Gait, 23 Vendetta DOWN: 1Hook, 2 Overrun, 3 Weak solution, 4
Napkin, 6 Hedge, 7 Parodist, 8 Forging ahead, 12 Shocking, 15 Convert, 16
Fleece, 18 Pepsi, 19 Diva

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

There are things known and there are things unknown, and in
between are the doors of ___. - Aldous Huxley (10)
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL
4sINSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 must appear in
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s =Very Hard;

6s = Genius
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BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): You couldn’t pick a better day
for sports training orimproving a skill in the arts, music,
pottery making or doing anything that requires repetition
toimprove. That’s because today you have the patience
and perseverance to keep trying. Tonight: You're admired.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You'll make great strides
tackling home improvements today. You will work hard and
steady. You won’t overlook details, and you will be careful
with your work. Tonight: Explore and learn.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Although this s a playful,
lighthearted time for you, today you’ll be careful in your
communications with others. You'll be direct and honest.
You won’t overlook details and you’ll finish what you begin.
Tonight: Check your finances.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Today you might take care

=,
ﬁ?ﬁ of what you own by repairing, cleaning or doing whatever
S you can to maintain it so it works well. And you have the

patience to do this. If shopping, you'll buy practical, long-
lasting items. Tonight: Listen and cooperate.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): You're super productive today
because Marsin your sign receives a lovely boost from
stern Saturn, which will give you enormous perseverance
and endurance to complete any task that you want to do
today. Tonight: Get organised.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Today you have gritand gump-
tion. And this is why you will work steadily at whatever task
that you set for yourself. You're concerned with earnings
and cash flow right now. Remember to take time off for
good behaviour and have some fun. Tonight: Socialise.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Group efforts will be your best
choice to be productive today. You have the patience to
work with othersin order to achieve your goals. You'll give
everything your best shot. Tonight: Relax at home.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): More than most signs, you
have an amazing ability to make things happen. Today your
ambition will be expressed very skillfully. You will go slowly
and carefully in order to accomplish what you want to get
done. Tonight: Aninteresting conversation.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Thisisa great day to
study something that requires focus, endurance and atten-
tionto detail. It's also an excellent day to finish major writ-
ing projects, scripts and books. You have what it takes to
getitdone. Tonight: Check your belongings.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): You will make great
strides if you need to tackle red-tape issues dealing with
shared finances, taxes, debt, inheritances, estates, wills.
Today you have the willingness and perseverance todoiit.
Get busy! Tonight: You win.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB19): Mars is opposite your sign
today influenced by the stern Saturn, which might make
you a bit stubborn when dealing with spouses, partners or
close friends. By that, | mean you’ll be immovable.
Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): This is atremendously pro-
ductive day for you. You'll find it easy to work hard and
work long. You won't hesitate to tackle tasks you've been
avoiding, and you'll be tenacious, reliable and careful. Who
can ask for more? Tonight: Be friendly.

The Midnapore Co-op. Milk Producers’

Union Ltd (MIMUL)

NOTICE for Recruitment

Ref. MU: CE: 26-27/384 Dated-14/10/2026
Notification for project specific engagement in the post of (i)
‘Head -Sales & Marketing” - 01 Post & (ii) Asst. Manager
(Plant Operation)- 01 Post under the Midnapore Coop Milk
Producers' Union Ltd. Interested eligible candidates are
invited to attend the Walk-in-Interview scheduled to be held
on 06th November 2026 at the Office of the Addl. District
Magistrate (ZP), Paschim Medinipur at Zila Parishad
Complex, Midnapore at 01.30 PM.

The interested candidates may go through the website
www.paschimmedinipur.gov.in or www.mimulmilk.in for
details.

Sd/-

Managing Director
Midnapore Milk Union

The Midnapore Co-op. Milk Producers’

WBEIDC

Webel Bhavan, Sector-V,

Union Ltd (MIMUL)

NOTICE for Recruitment
Ref. MU: CE: 26-27/382 Dated-14/10/2026
Notification for project specific contractual engagement of (i)
Management Trainee (MT)- Field Extension Activity- 06 nos,
(i) Management Trainee (MT)- Plant Operation- 04 nos, (iii)
Account Assistant/Jr. Account Assistant- 01 no & (iv)
Executive (Sales)- 02 nos. Interested eligible candidates are

Salt Lake, Kolkata 700 091

Notice Inviting e-Tender No : WEBEL/EQTIWI26-27
1000162, Dated : 14-10-2026
Nature of work : SITC of All-in-One

Corporation Division under West Bengal
Forest Development Corporation Limited.

Due date of Submission : 7 days from publication
Interested parties may go through website

Asset Recovery Management Branch, Durgapur, Nachan Road, Benachity,
Durgapur-713213, Paschim BardhamanW.B. e-mail cs8222@pnb.hank.n

CORRIGENDUM

Pursuant to the auction notice published in
this Newspaper on 14.10.2026 in respect of

Desktop Computer, Laptop and N
Multifunction printer at Office of the | |borrower M/s B K CONSTRUCTION in SI.
Divisional Manager, Kolkata Forest No. 1 of Branch 054620-MAYABAZAR,

Durgapur, auction scheduled on 20.11.2026
in which please read the correct BID
Increase amount of Property 1 as

DEBRA THANA SAHID KSHUDIRAM SMRITI MAHAVIDYALAYA
(AUTONOMOUS) CHAKSHYAMPUR,
DEBRA, PASCHIM MEDINIPUR-721124

@ PHONE- 03222-243400 www.debracollege.ac.in
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender No- dtsksm/NIT87/26 Dated: 14.10.2026
Sealed quotations are hereby invited from
reputed Contractors/Companies/agencies with
suitable credentials (work completion
certificate of minimum 40% of estimated cost
in last 3 years for similar nature of work in a
reputed organisation) for Construction of
Septic Tank in hostel. Detailed vetted schedule
and plan is available in the website
www.debracollege.ac.in and in the college
notice board. Rate must be inclusive of all
taxes. Tenders must be submitted in the tender
box kept in front of office.
e Last date and time for submission of
quotation: 26.10.2026
e Date & Time of opening of quotation:
27.10.2026 at 2.00 p.m
¢ (Interested bidders may kindly remain
present) (Dr. Rupa Dasgupta) Principal

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE

Following E — tenders have been invited by the concerned TIAs under the
Directorate of Fisheries, WB:

Name of Work & Scheme

NIT No.

WBDOF/ADF/S24PGS/
eNIT-04/2026-27

Establishment/ Districts
Office of the
Assistant Director of
Fisheries,

South 24 Parganas

Supply of good quality
Singhi seed and lime

Office of the
Assistant Director of
Fisheries,
Purba Bardhaman
Office of the
Assistant Director of
Fisheries,
South 24 Parganas

WBDOF/ADF/BDN/ eNIT-
06 /2026-27

WBDOF/ADF/S24PGS/
eNIT-05/2026-27

Supply of good quality
Grass Carp seed for
ranching in beels/baors

Office of the
Assistant Director of
Fisheries,
Purba Bardhaman

WBDOF/ADF/BDN/ eNIT-
07 /2026-27

Bid Submission Start Date: 13.10.2026. Bid Submission End Date: 30.10.2026.
Other details may also be seen at https://wbtenders.gov.in Sd/-Director of
Fisheries West Bengal. ICA/T19143(3)/2026

invited to submit

details.

the complete application within
06th November 2026 through Post/Courier at “The
Midnapore Co-op Milk Producers’ Union Ltd., Ashok Nagar,
Midnapore, Paschim Medinipur. PIN721101”. Only short-
listed eligible candidates will be called for Interview.

The interested candidates may go through the website
www.paschimmedinipur.gov.in or www.mimulmilk.in for

Sd/-
Managing Director
Midnapore Milk Union

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

NleT No: WBREDA/NIeT-65/2026-27
Date: 29.09.2026. WBREDA invites e-
Tender for Design, Engineering,
Manufacturing/ Procurement, Testing,
Supply, Installations, and
Commissioning of Rooftop Grid
Connected Solar PV Power Plant with
cumulative capacity 300kWp with
comprehensive Maintenance on
turnkey basis at different govt. buildings
/establishment/institutions in various
districts of West Bengal. The NleT can be
accessed from WBREDA website
[www.wbreda.org] and can be
downloaded from
https://wbtenders.gov.in portal from
14.10.2026, 4.00 P.M. onwards. The last
date of submission of bid is 18.11.2026
up to 4.00 P.M. Further updates if any, in
this regard will be available only at
https://wbtenders.gov.in. Bidders
should regularly visit the said website to
keep them updated.
Sd/-Superintending Engineer.

ICA/T19145(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No : 74/SE/C-III/R&B/KMDA of
2026-2027
Online  bids are invited by the

Superintending Engineer, Circle-III, R&B
Sector, KMDA, Block-D, 3rd floor,
Unnayan Bhavan, Bidhan Nagar, Kolkata-
700091, from bonafide, reliable,
experienced &  resourceful firms /
individuals contractors, for the work,
Name of Work, Value of the work,
Earnest Money, Time of Completion,
Painting work for Chingrighata culvert,
chingrighata  6cell  box, Metropolitan
Bridge, mathpukur culvert, Panchannagram
culvert, Naskarhat Bridge, DD-1 culvert,
culvert near ruby, Mandirpara Culvert,
Kalikapur ~ Bridge, Bhowmik Marble
Culvert, Metro cash carry culvert,
Mukundapur ~ Culvert, Udita Culvert,
baghajatin ROB, Ghoshpara Culvert, Garia
Dhalai Bridge of both flanks on E.M.
Bypass.,

Tender ID: 2026_KMDA_1046239 1,
Rs.30,26,714/-, Rs.60,534/-, 30 days, Last
date & time of Online Bid submission:
29.10.2026, Time: 17.00 hrs. for details
contact the above office or visit both
websites. (KMDA-679)

www.kmda.wb.gov.in
ICA/T19140(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD QUOTATION NOTICE
Proposed Horizontal & vertical
extension upto (G+9) with provision of
10 storied of LINAC Bldg (G+2) at 1,
Harish Mukherjee Road, under IPGMER-
SSKMH --- Supply, installation &
operation of Mechanical Stack parking in
2 (two) Layers at 8.10 mtr. level & 12.9
mtr. level floors. [2ND CALL] Earnest
Money : Rs. 1,30,000.00. e-NIQ No.
WBPWD/KSHD/EE/NIQ-19 OF 2026-
2027. Tender ID :- 2026_
WBPWD_5080231. Bid Submission Start
date (online) : 22/10/2026 at 1:00 P.M.
Bid Submission Closing date (online) :
07/11/2026 upto 1:00 P.M.
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only. Details of NIQ & quotation
documents may be downloaded from:
http://wbtenders.gov.in Sd/- Executive
Engineer-I, PWD Kolkata South Health

Division. ICA/T19160(3)/2026

NEW TOWN KOLKATA
DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY
NOTICE INVITING e-Tender No.:
WBNKDA/28/EE-E/2026-27
Online percentage rate e-Tender has
been invited for the following works:
3. Provision of Flood light with pole,
cable and other necessary at DF
Play Ground under NKDA.
Estimated Amount: Rs. 5,20,608.00.
4. Provision of Luminaries at
Bisharjan Ghat for various
festival under NKDA area, New
Town, Kolkata.
Estimated Amount: Rs. 1,18,033.00
Last date & time of submission of
technical and financial bid (On-line):
24/10/2026 upto 6.00 P.M. Details
available on Website:
https://wbtenders.gov.in &
www.nkdamar.org and the office
notice board of NKDA
Executive Engineer (Electrical)
New Town Kolkata
Development Authority

Rs.50000.00 instead of Rs.20000.00 and
also BID Increase amount of Property 2 as
Rs.50000.00 instead of Rs.20000.00. Rest
details will remain unchanged.

Date: 15.10.2026, Place: Durgapur

https://wbtenders.gov.in and
https://www.webel.in
For details contact : 9831231687

ICA/T19149(2)/2026

Authorised Officer

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE
Following E-tenders have been invited by the concerned TIAs under the Directorate
of Fisheries, WB:

Name of Work &
Schemes

Bid Submission
End Date

Bid Submission

Districts Start Date

NIT No.

NORTH 24
PARGANAS

WBDOF/ADF/N24PGS/NIT -
04/2026-27
WBDOF/ADF/MALDA/NIeT -
04/2026-27
WBDOF/ADF/N24PGS/NIT -
05/2026-27
WBDOF/ADF/MALDA/NIeT -
05/2026-27
WBDOF/ADF/BW(N)/ eNIT-
03/2026-27

Supply of good quality
Grass Carp seed

MALDA
14.10.2026

NORTH 24 27.10.2026

Supply of good quality PARGANAS
Singhi seed and lime

MALDA

North 24
Parganas
(Brackish water)

Supply of good quality
Vannamei Shrimp (L.
vannamei)

South 24 WBDOF/ADF/BW(S)/ eNIT- |  07.10.2026 28.10.2026

Parganas 03/2026-27

(Brackish water)

Other details may also be seen at https://wbtenders.gov.in Sd/- Director of
Fisheries, West Bengal
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE
Following E—tenders have been invited by the SFDCL:

Name of Work/Scheme

NIT Ref No.
SFDC/MD/NIT/Inland/2026-27/43 to
SFDC/MD/NIT/Inland/2026-27/44

Supply of Tiger Shrimp Feed in Different Fisheries projects of
State Fisheries Development Corporation Limited (Phase-1 & 2).

Managing
Director,
SFDCL

Supply of Scampi Feed in Different Fisheries projects of State
Fisheries Development Corporation Limited

Supply of Ground Nut Ol Cake & Mohua Oil Cake in Different

Fisheries projects of State Fisheries Development Corporation
Limited.

SFDC/MD/NIT/Inland/2026-27/45

SFDC/MD/NIT/Inland/2026-27/46

Supply of IMC Brood Fish in Different Fisheries projects of

State Fisheries Development Corporation Limited. SFDC/MD/NIT/Inland/2026-27/47

Supply of Tiger Shrimp seed in Different Fisheries projects of
State Fisheries Development Corporation Limited.

Supply of Mullet seed in Different Fisheries projects of State
Fisheries D

SFDC/MD/NIT/Inland/2026-27/48

Corporation Limited. SFDC/MD/NIT/Inland/2026-27/49

kT S G UCO BANK

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

ZONAL OFFICE, SILIGURI,
RajaniBagan, Off Hill Cart Road, Ward no. 11, Siliguri, (W.B.) - 734001
UCO BANK, LOHAPUR BRANCH,

Near Katagoria More, Post Lohapur, Birbhum, West Bengal - 731237
APPENDIX IV {Refer Rule 8(1)} POSSESSION NOTICE (For Inmovable Property)
Whereas, the undersigned, being the Authorized Officer of the UCO Bank Lohapur
Branch (1708) under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers
conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 issued demand notice dated 09/07/2026 calling upon the, borrower(s) M/s
Roksana Enterprise, Proprietor: Mr. Saber Sekh, Village Tithidanga, Post
Gopalchak, Near Tithidanga Jumma Masjid, PS Nalhati, Dist. Birbhum, West Bengal
PIN: 731237, Mr. Saber Sekh S/o Golam Mostafa, Proprietor of Mis Roksana
Enterprise, Ro Village Tithidanga, Post Gopal Chak, Near Tithidanga Jumma
Masjid, PS Nalhati, Dist. Birbhum, West Bengal PIN: 731237 and guarantor Mrs.
Kahtema Bibi W/o Golam Mostafa, R/o Village Tithidanga, Post Gopal Chak, Near
Tithidanga Jumma Masjid, PS Nalhati, Dist. Birbhum, West Bengal PIN: 731237 to
repay the amount mentioned in the notice of ¥ 11,31,872.06 (Rupees Eleven Lakh
Thirty-One Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Two and Paisa Six only) as on
09/07/2026 (inclusive of interest up to 28/02/2026) together with further interest
thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses till date of payment,

within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower(s)/guarantor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to
the borrower(s)/guarantor(s) and public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him
under sub-section 4 of section 13 of the said act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this 14th day of October of the Year 2026.

The borrower(s)/guarantor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned
not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of the UCO Bank for an amount of % 11,31,872.06 (Rupees Eleven Lakh Thirty-
One Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Two and Paisa Six only) as on 09/07/2026
(inclusive of interest up to 28/02/2026) together with further interest thereon at the
contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses etc.

The borrower’s/guarantor’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section 8 of section 13
ofthe act, in respect oftime available, to redeem the secured assets.

DETAILS OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

All piece and parcel of Residential Land and Building Registered vide Deed No. |-
2785 dated 20/03/2018 in the name of Mrs. Khatema Bibi W/o Golam Mostafa
situated at village Thitidanga , Near Thitidanga Jumma Masjid under Shitalgram
Panchayat, Post Gopalchak, PS-Nalhati Dist-Birbhum West Bengal PIN-731237,
Mouza- Kamalpur, LR Plot No. 698, LR Khatian No. 1456, JL. No. 143, registered at
Sub Registrar Office Nalhati having total Area 10.00 Decimal, Boundaries of Property:
North: Property of Golam Mostafa, West: 6 Ft Road, East: Property of Golam Mostafa,
South: Owner Property then Building of Rejaul Sk
Date: 14/10/2026

Place: Lohpur

Authorised Officer,
UCO Bank

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE
Following E-tenders have been invited by the concerned TIAs under the Directorate
of Fisheries, WB:

Bid Submission
End Date

Bid Submission

Name of Work & Scheme Start Date

Establishment/ Districts NIT No.

Office of the
Assistant Director of
Fisheries, Uttar Dinajpur

'WBDOF/ADF-

27.10.2026
UD/04/2026-27

14.10.2026

Office of the
Assistant Director of
Fisheries, Paschim
Midnapore

WBDOF/ADF/PM/e
NIT-07/2026-27

supply of good quality
Singhi seed and lime

Office of the
Assistant Director of
Fisheries, Jalpaiguri

WBDOF/ADF/JAL/e
NIT-04/2026-27
13.10.2026 30.10.2026

WBDOF/ADF/HOW/
eNIT-04/2026-27

Office of the
Assistant Director of
Fisheries, Howrah
Office of the
Assistant Director of

WBDOF/ADF/IGM/e
NIT-04/2026-27

Supply of Single Super Phosphate & Urea in Different
Fisheries projects of State Fisheries Development Corporation
Limited

SFDC/MD/NIT/Inland/22026-27/50

Bid Submission Start Date: 15.10.26. Bid Submission End Date: 05.11.26. Other
details may also be seen at https://wbtenders.gov.in. Sd/- Managing Director The

State Fisheries Development Corporation Limited. ICA/T19144(3)/2026

[ | [ ] Kolkata

Fisheries, Jhargram

Installation of a New DG
Setand Supply of an
Inverter Battery at Model
Fish Farm, Barasagardighi,
Malda

Office of the
Farm Manager, Model
Fish Farm,
Barasagardighi, Malda

WBDOF/FM/Malda/

06.11.2026
eNIT -02/2026-27

30.10.2026

Other details may also be seen at https://wbtenders.gov.in Sd/- Director of
Fisheries, West Bengal



THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Politics

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16,2026

DELHI
CONFIDENTIAL

Pat on the Back

DURING HIS farewell from
the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, Union
Minister of State L Murugan
received high praise from
his senior colleague
Ashwini Vaishnaw, it is
learnt. Murugan resigned
from his ministerial post
and Rajya Sabha seat earlier
this week to return to Tamil
Nadu and dedicate himself
to strengthening the BJP
there. Lauding Murugan,
Vaishnaw said he may have
been hisjunior colleague in
the ministry, but he feared
himin Parliament as he was
tough from within, even
though he always wore a
smile. Vaishnaw and Muru-
gan also exchanged pleas-
antriesin Tamil, drawing a
thunderous response from
the gathering, itislearnt.

Counterplay

FROM AI-GENERATED
content to skitsin ‘GenZ
settings’ such as
classrooms and campuses,
videos taking onthe BJP’s
political rivals will play a
significantrolein the
party’s bid to counter the
Opposition “propaganda”
against the Election Com-
mission’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, party sources said.
Likely to beled by BJP na-
tional president Nitin
Nabin, the party’s attempt
toclear the airaround the
SIR exercise will see a bar-
rage of content custom-
made for social media plat-
forms such as Instagram
and X as well as messaging
apps like WhatsApp, the
sources said. Many of the
BJP’s official handles have
already caught onto the
trend even as the partyisin
the final stages of moulding
a grassroots-level outreach
ontheissue.

International
Deep Utsav

FOR THE Deep Utsavin
Ayodhyain the first week of
November, the Indian
missions abroad have em-
barked on adrive toinvite
international Ramayana
groups, who will be hosted
in Ayodhya for the festival.
While the event is being or-
ganised by the Uttar
Pradesh government, the
Ministry of External
Affairs' cultural wing — the
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations —is makingar-
rangements for the visit of
theinternational artists,
who will later be takenon a
tour of other religious sites
in the state.

CJP’S ‘LEHRA DO TIRANGA' MARCH TODAY

Will act agalnst CJP:PolicetoHC

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, October 15

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday recorded an assurance
from the Delhi Police that it
would take action against Cock-
roach Janata Party (CJP) and its
founder Abhijeet Dipke, after a
public interest litigation raised
concerns that the group’s
planned protest at Connaught
Place on Friday could disrupt
business activity in the area.

The court was hearing the
plea by Delhi resident Anil
Kumar Gupta who claimed he
was espousing the cause of street
vendors and small traders
whose businesses “have been se-
verely hampered and affected
by regular protests and agita-
tions in and around the Jantar
Mantar area”. Gupta was also
seeking that the court issue di-
rectionstoppingthe protest. The
court, however, did not passany
direction on this.

Security personnel deployed in Connaught Place on Thursday
evening ahead of CJP's 'Lehra Do Tiranga' march. TasHi TOBGYAL

OnWednesday, Dipke gavea
call for people to assemble at
Central Parkin Connaught Place
to demonstrate that “waving a
Tiranga is not a crime”. His call
came after CJP leaders Saurav
Das and Ashutosh Ranka were
placed under preventive arrest
for allegedly breaching security
and entering the Jantar Mantar

protest site on Tuesday morn-
ing, and managing to raise the
Tricolour. The court noted that
Dipke was served the PIL in ad-
vance. The petitioner also
pointed out that he had not ap-
peared before the court on
Thursday.

The bench of Acting Chief
Justice Nitin Sambre and Justice

Sanjay Sharma recorded in its
order, “When confronted, the
Additional Solicitor General
(ASG)assuresthattheapprehen-
sion of the petitioner shall be
taken care of asthe respondents
have taken enough steps in the
matter to control and regulate
the activity of respondent no. 6
(Cockroach Janata Party)... The
assurance is taken on record.”
Senior advocate Sacchin
Puri, appearing for the peti-
tioner, as well as ASG Chetan
Sharma, pressed that action be
taken not only against Dipke but
also his associates. “It may not
be again, a very devious plan, to
evadethelaw. It (The order) may
say ‘respondent 6 and his associ-
ates’, because they will say, ‘ok
i'minjuncted, but my right-hand
man will continue (the protest),”
ASG Sharma said. Puri added,
“Letitspecifically restrain (CJP)
and his associates so that we
haveacase of criminal contempt
tomorrow”. The ASG assented to

How Rahul led the protests: From the
backroom to front foot to handshakes

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, October 15

THE OFT-REPEATED criticism
against Rahul Gandhiused tobe
that he was an absentee politi-
cian. Now, party leaders say, the
senior Congress leader is every-
thing everywhere all at once.

In the constant loop of Con-
gress protestsstarting last week,
Gandhi has been the key figure,
leaders say, from ensuring that
all Congress MPs turn up for the
demonstrations, to holding
meetingslate into the night with
his core team, including sister
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, to get-
ting INDIA bloc allies on board.

Party leaders credit this
“micro-management” with en-
suring that the protests against
the BJP-led government and
Chief Election Commission
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar have not
only drawn a full INDIA bloc
turnout, but also civil society
groups and student activists.

The protestswere planned in
the wake of The Indian Express
report showing internal rift
within the Election Commission
of India over the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR).

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press Thursday evening, Con-
gress MP and general secretary
(organisation) K C Venugopal, a
key partof planningthe protests,
said: “Rahul Gandhi ji has been
speakingonissuesrelated tothe
SIR, irregularitiesin the ECland
Gyanesh Kumar being an agent
of the BJP, but not all were con-
vinced. After the recent revel-
ations by the two ECs, it has be-
come clear that he was right.”

The Indian Express spoke to
several top Congress and INDIA
bloc leaders to understand how
one of the party’s most signifi-
cant pushbacks against the Modi
government has come about.

A source in the Congress
talks of regular meetings be-
tween Gandhiand hiscore team,

Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gandhi with AISA national president Neha
Bora during a high tea at the former’s residence on Tuesday. i

listing “Vadra, Srivatsa (he uses
only one name), Alankar Sawai,
KBByju and Venugopal ji”.
Sawali is a backroom strat-
egistwhoisregularly seen flank-
ing Gandhi at public events, Sri-
vatsa heads Gandhi’s
communication team, Byju
handlessome of the logistical as-
pects of Gandhi’s works and is a
former Special Protection Group
officer, while Venugopal is seen
as Gandhi’s eyes and ears to the
party. “Theseare the people who
sit and ideate with Gandhi on a
regular basis, and recently, the
meetings have picked up,” a
source in the Congress said.
One of the conclusions from
these discussions was to send a
gentle but firm message to Con-
gress MPs missing from protests
on Day1and?2, when INDIA bloc
MPs tried to march to the ECI
headquarters and led a proces-
sion to Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Before the march to the Su-
preme Court Monday, the Gan-
dhi siblings sent a message.
“Party leaders were told that
theyshouldn’tsay they were de-
tained by police, and must en-
sure they reach on time,” a
sourcesaid. “Thisis why we saw
everyone in attendance...”
To ensure that workers were

not stopped on the borders, the
Congress made arrangements
for them to spend Sunday night
in the city. “The Akbar Road of-
fice was opened up,” said a Con-
gress MP from Haryana. Father-
son duo of Bhupinder and
Deepender Hooda opened their
doorstootoaccommodate Con-
gress workers. Uttar Pradesh
MPs followed suit.

Earlier,on Thursday and Fri-
day last week, Venugopal and
Vadra, along with Jairam Ra-
mesh, dialled senior Congress
leaders across states. “We were
told to get to Delhi as soon as
possible, anyhow...,” two senior
Congress leaders, from UP and
Haryana, separatelytold TheIn-
dian Express.

Noally left out

Gandhi personally reached
out to allies to ensure their par-
ticipation, including Mamata
Banerjee, Akhilesh Yadav, the
CPI(M)’s M A Baby and others.

The Samajwadi Party, in par-
ticular, was said to be upset
about the Gandhisiblings “steal-
ingthe show” during the march
tothe ECl office, and not keeping
anyone in theloop onthe Akash-
wani Bhavan sit-in.

A source said: “After the SP

did not send anyone on the day
of the march to Jantar Mantar,
Rahul ji started calling up top
leaders across parties...”

“Venugopal was asked to
speaktothesecond-layer leader-
ship ofallies,” asourcesaid. Sev-
eral leaders in the TMC, SP and
Left said that the protests have
seen “a different” Congress.
“Generally, the Congress has a
big brother approach. But this
time, they have made suretoin-
cludesmaller parties, even those
with just a few MPs, and given
them almost equal importance,”
said a Left MP.

Another MP from the Left
appreciated the Congress for
putting them ahead even of its
chief ministers. A proof was
Gandhi ensuring that the open
truck in which he led the march
to the SC on Tuesday included
allies and student leaders.

A TMC MP said they wel-
comethe factthat “the Congress
was not trying to be one up on
others”. “We have also tried not
tobe one up on them in return.”

Wideningtheumbrella

The decision to give an open
invitation on Sunday evening for
Monday’s march tothe Supreme
Court was suggested to Gandhi
by one of his core team
members, said sources. Subse-
quently, callswent out from one
of the three people instrumental
inplanningthe proteststoactiv-
istssuch as Yogendra Yadavand
student leaders like Neha Bora
ofthe CPI (M-L)’s AISA.

When the replies indicated
that leaders and civil society
members wanted a seat on the
bus in which Gandhis and Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge would travel some of the
way to the SC, it was immedi-
ately accepted. “Theideawasto
make the protest bigger and
bring all anti-Gyanesh Kumar
voicestogetherundertheleader-
ship of Gandhi,” said a source.

the submission, adding, “That
positive order will serve the pur-
poseand take care of the rightful
apprehensions.”

ACJ,Sambre, however orally
remarked that including CJP
willincludeits officebearersand
others. Puri, expressing his ap-
prehension, said, “I'm seeking
specific directions for tomor-
row’s protest at CP which is not
adesignated protest site.. illegal
protest has been called in the
heart of CP...” “What else do you
expect, they have denotified
Jantar Mantar,” ACJ Sambre re-
marked. However, Puri con-
tended that itis notaboutJantar
Mantar anymore but rather the
disruption the protest would
causeat CP. “(It'sa) festival week-
end, they’llbe completely onthe
street...,” Puri argued.

The court, in its order, re-
corded the police’s assurance
thatlawful necessary action will
be taken against CJP ahead of
the protest.

We wantregime
change, says
Bhushan; BJP
hits back: ‘Out
tostageacoup’

Express News Service
New Delhi, October15

HOURS AFTER lawyer-activist
Prashant Bhushan told the
press that “we want a regime
change” and AISA leader Neha
Bora referred to the Gen Z
movement in Bangladesh as
having “shown the way” for one
inIndia, the BJPhitbacksaying
“their sole intention is to stage
acoup in the country”.

In a video message, Bora,
who has emerged as one of the
faces of the ongoing protests
against the Election Commis-
sion’s Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) said, “...we know that
the Gen Z movement we are
seeing in this country first
started in Bangladesh and con-
gratulationsto you for showing
ustheway.” Borasaid the “fight
for democratic and voter
rights” in Bangladesh, which
led to the ouster of the Sheikh
Hasina government, was
India’s cause now.

On the other hand, Bhu-
shan, ata press conference, an-
nounced: “Yes, we want regime
change... Whatiswrongin this?
Tam saying today that yes, it is
abattle for regime change, and
we will get it done anyhow.”

BJP mediaco-convenerand
national spokesperson Pradeep
Bhandari said, “When Rahul
Gandhi was taking out his
march, he made Neha Borathe
face...This means that Neha
Bora shares Rahul Gandhi’s
ideology...Bora said that she is
inspired by the Bangladesh
movement and wants the same
thing to happen in India...”

BJP MP Sambit Patra said,
“Prashant Bhushan ji said this
fight is for regime change and
they will not rest until they
bring about regime change...
Their sole intention is to stage
a coup in the country...to
somehow form their own gov-
ernment without fighting an
election.”

Dipke, Bohra address a press briefing on Thursday. 1asHiToeyaL

‘Turned Delhi into India-Pak
border... for Gyanesh Kumar’

Alok Singh
New Delhi, October 15

THE COCKROACH Janta Party
(CJP)and the AllIndia Students’
Association (AISA) Thursday
condemned the police action
against protesters carrying the
national flag at Jantar Mantar
and called for a mass flag-hoist-
ing programme at Connaught
Place on October 16, as part of
their ongoing movement
against alleged irregularities in
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.
Addressingajoint presscon-
ference atthe Press Club of India,
CJP founder and national con-
venor Abhijeet Dipke ques-
tioned Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s "support" for Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) Gya-
nesh Kumar, alleging that re-
strictions imposed in the
national capital and the deten-
tion of protesters raised ques-

tionsabout the government’sin-
tentions. “You have even called
unfurling the Tricolour a viol-
ation of law. Forwhom? For Gya-
nesh Kumar? What is Gyanesh
Kumar giving Narendra Modi?”
Dipke alleged.

“YouhavebroughtDelhitoa
standstill, shut down the Rail-
ways, shut down the Metro and
turned Delhi into a border, like
theIndia-Pakistan border,” heal-
leged. “You have calledinallthe
forces to Delhi. Student organ-
isations have been dragged, the
Opposition has been dragged,
and former Chief Ministers have
been dragged through the
streets. All this for one Gyanesh
Kumar?” he said.

Questioning the CEC’s role,
Dipke asked why the Prime Min-
ister was "providing him with
such protection" and alleged
that the Election Commission’s
actions could benefit the ruling
party electorally.

Annual revision of
rollsin 13 states, 3
UTswhereSIR is

over, says poll body

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 15

AFTER SKIPPING it thisyear, as
the Special Intensive Revision
was on or being planned in
phases across states, the Elec-
tion Commission on Thursday
announced that it would con-
duct the annual Special Sum-
mary Revision (SSR)in 13 states
and three Union Territories
where the SIR has been com-
pleted, and Assam, where it had
decided not to conduct the SIR.

The EC wrote to the Chief
Electoral Officers of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Assam,
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Guja-
rat, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Manipur, Pudu-
cherry, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand and West Bengal,
saying the SSR with the qual-
ifying date of January 1, 2027
would be conducted from No-
vember. Assembly elections are
due in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Manipur and
Goa early next year.

“..in order to facilitate the
enrolment of eligible electors
with reference to the qualifying
date of 1st January, 2027 along
with seeking advance applica-
tions for the three subsequent
qualifying dates of 1st April, 1st
July & 1st October, 2027, the
Commission hereby directs
that the existing electoral rolls
shall be revised by conducting
a Special Summary Revision
(SSR)...,” the EC wrote.

AspertheSSR schedule, the
draft rolls will be published on
November 12, after which

claims and objections will be in-
vited till December 11. The final
rolls will be published on Janu-
ary4,2027. The ECalsosaid that
political parties would get
copiesofthedraft and final elec-
toral rolls of the SSR in “read-
able PDF” format, as opposed to
the earlier image PDF format.

“In States/UTs where SIR is
going on or has just been com-
pleted (viz. Andhra Pradesh, Ar-
unachal Pradesh, Chandigarh,
Dadraand Nagar Haveli, Daman
and Diu, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Meg-
halaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
NCT of Delhi, Odisha, Sikkim,
Tripura, and Telangana), the
schedule for SSR will be an-
nounced later. Also, for the 3
States/UTs namely Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmirand
Ladakh, where SIR hasnotbeen
started so far, schedule for roll
revision will be announced in
keeping in view their weather
conditions,” the EC said.

While the EC’s centralised
software to flag “logical dis-
crepancies” inthe SIR hasbeen
under the scanner, for the SSR,
the EC is likely to return to its
earlier software that flags “de-
mographically similar entries
and photographically similar
entries (DSE/PSE)”. This had
not been used during the SIR.

In the instructions to the
CEOs on Thursday, the EC
wrote: “Confirmed cases of
DSE/PSEs, permanently
shifted and deceased may be
removed only after Form 7is re-
ceived from the elector or near
relative/family member (in
case of deceased).”

e PROTEST GAINING TRACTION DUE TO WIDER RESENTMENT OVER ISSUES LIKE INFLATION, UNEMPLOYMENT AND RURAL DISTRESS, AMONG OTHERS, SAY BJP LEADERS

SIR protests to Cong-CJP bonhomie to UP polls: Why BJP has its task cut out

CAPITALCONTEXT
BY L1Z MATHEW

A WEEKLY LOOK AT POLITICS IN
A STATE FROM THE VANTAGE
POINT OF NEW DELHI

AS THE Opposition parties
close their ranks and a new-
found warmth develops be-
tween the Congress and the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
with the protests against Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar over the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
row picking momentum, the
ruling BJP seems to be facing
mounting challenges ahead of
the high-stakes Assembly elec-
tions in states like Uttar Pra-
desh and Punjab.

While noting that the youth
unrest is not merely directed
against Gyanesh Kumar or the
SIR, several BJP leaders admit
that the protests gaining trac-
tion reflect a wider resentment

rooted in concerns over various
issues such asinflation, unem-
ployment and rural distress,
which have been fuelled by
various domestic and interna-
tional factors, including volatil-
ity in the markets and global
economic challenges.

What is apparently worry-
ing the BJP is that the discon-
tentis drawing public attention
and giving the Opposition a
“strategic advantage”, party
sources said.

The BJP’s recent electoral
successes, such as in the Guja-
rat local body polls, have been
eclipsed by these protests
which have got national lime-
light and drawn public atten-
tion, party insiders said.

The Opposition’s strident
campaign and narratives on so-
cial media may not have
changed the “ground realities”
in a significant way or dented
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s popularity, but it could
“sow doubts” in the minds of

common citizens about the ef-
ficacy and integrity of the elec-
tion system and lead to their
questioning of the dispensa-
tion, a senior BJP leader said.

Opp’s unity

The Opposition INDIA bloc
hasgotashotinthe arm by the
Congress’s increasing empha-
sison unity among their ranks,
with Leader of Opposition
(LoP) Rahul Gandhi even ex-
pressing his solidarity with the
CJPleaders.

On Wednesday, Rahul tar-
geted the Modi government
after CJP leaders Saurav Das
and Ashutosh Ranka were sent
tojudicial custody, sayinginan
X post: “Waving the Tricolour
at Jantar Mantar in a peaceful
protest is not a crime. Jailing
youth for it is an act of cowar-
dice.” CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke immediately responded
by thanking him for “speaking
outagainst theillegal arrest” of
his colleagues.

Karnataka CM DK Shivakumar and Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gandhi,
along with other INDIA bloc leaders, during ‘March for Democracry’
against SIR of electoral rolls in New Delhi, on Monday. p1i

Several Opposition leaders
camping in Delhisaid their pro-
tests have been a “success”,
even as they underlined that
they have to work hard consist-
ently totranslateitintoanelec-
toral advantage.

BJP’s challenges
While the BJP leaders dis-

missed the protests as a “social
media phenomenon for cheap
popularity”, they admitted that
it reflects “frustrations over
multiple issues over which the
party or the government have
no control”.

“There are, of course,
grudges against the govern-
ment, but they are not over SIR

exercise — we have seen it in
Bihar where the voters did not
take the vote chori campaign
seriously despite an intense
campaign by Rahul Gandhi.
The youth is worried over the
unemployment situation, es-
pecially in the context of global
situations; the middle class is
nervous over the volatile mar-
kets and fears that their invest-
ments may not yield any
profits. Then there is the price
rise problem. And the rural sec-
tor also has many issues,” said
asenior BJP MP.

“For the time being, it is
good for us, because the Op-
position is not talking about
any of these issues but harping
on SIR. With the festival season
on, the protests would also lose
their steam as the public atten-
tion will shift,” he said, but
agreed that the Winter Session
of Parliament, expected to
begin by the third week of No-
vember, could be another op-
portunity for the Opposition to

Kolkata

rake up all these issues.

The BJP could, however,
launch a campaign in the
coming days to clear people’s
doubts about the SIR exercise,
said a top party leader.

The current political atmos-
phere, marked by the growing
Opposition unity, has already
affected the government’s re-
form agenda, including its at-
tempts to pass the Constitution
Amendment Bill to advance
reservation for women to 2029
—alongwith adelimitation Bill
for expansion of the Lok Sabha
from 543 MPs up to 850 —
which was defeated in the Lok
Sabha in the April special
session.

Two other crucial Bills —
the130th Constitution Amend-
ment Bill, which proposes the
automatic removal of ministers
if they are arrested or detained
for more than 30 days for seri-
ous offences, and the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA) Bill, 2025, that seeks to

restructure higher education
regulation in the country —
have also been pending as the
Joint Committees of Parlia-
ment examining them have
beenunableto finalise their re-
portsduetodifferencesamong
the parties.

“When the Monsoon Session
began (on July 20), the Opposi-
tion parties were in multiple
camps. But it’s different now.
Their current camaraderie is not
good news for our legislative
agenda,” said a BJPinsider.

With the resignation of
Union Minister L Murugan
from both the government and
the Rajya Sabha, which set off
fresh speculation about an im-
pending Cabinet reshuffle, a
section of the BJP leaders say
that infusing freshnessintothe
ministry could ease the press-
ure on the party and the gov-
ernment in the perception
battle in the run-up to the As-
sembly elections slated for Feb-
ruary 2027.
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BEFORE THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI
In the In the Matter of:
Sections 230 to 232 of the Companies Act, 2013 and other applicable
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013.
And
In the Matter of: -
The Companies (Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations)
Rules, 2016
And
In the matter of:
BHARAT PUMPS & COMPRESSORS LIMITED, having its registered
office at Naini, Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh- 211 010.
.. Transferor Company
And
In the matter of:
HINDUSTAN CABLES LIMITED, having its registered office at 167/A,
Ajoy Nagar, Santoshpur, Kolkata — 700 075.
.. Transferee Company
And
In the matter of:
1. BHARAT PUMPS & COMPRESSORS LIMITED
2. HINDUSTAN CABLES LIMITED
.. APPLICANTS
Notice of advertisement of the meetings of Unsecured Creditors of
Hindustan Cables Limited
Notice is hereby given that by an order dated 09th September, 2026
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (‘MCA”) has directed the meeting to be held
of the unsecured creditors of the Hindustan Cables Limited, (“Transferee
Company”) above-named to be conducted through video conferencing
(VC) or any other audio visual mode (“OAVM”) on 18th November, 2026
at 12:00 hours for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit, approving
with or without modification, the amalgamation of Bharat Pumps &
Compressors (“Transferor Company”) above-named with Hindustan
Cables Limited (“Transferee Company”) and their shareholders.
In pursuance of the said order and as directed therein notice is hereby
given that a meeting of the unsecured creditors of the applicant Company
No.2 abovenamed will be held at 12:000 hours on 18th November, 2026
through a video conferencing/ other audio-visual means(“VC/OAVM”).
The Company is providing VC platform by National Securities Depository
Limited (“NSDL”). Unsecured creditors may access attend the meeting
using the remote e-voting credentials and may follow the procedures
mentioned in the notes to the notice. The remote e-voting will commence
from 15th November, 2026 at 09:00 A.M. (IST) and end on 17th November,
2026 at 5:00 P.M. (IST).
For manner of casting votes through e-voting kindly refer to the website
of the company at http://hindcables.net/. The details have also been
provided in the notice sent to each of the unsecured creditors by post/email
at the addresses registered with the Company.
An unsecured creditor whose name appears in the Chartered Accountant’s
certificate certifying the list of unsecured creditors of the Transferee
Company as on 31st December, 2025, as has been filed with the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs will be considered for the purpose of voting. Person(s)
who are not unsecured creditors as on the cut-off date should treat this
Notice for information purpose only.
Corporate/institutional creditors can appoint their representative by
sending scanned image of authority letter and board resolution by email
through their registered email address with copies marked to the Company
at hindustancablesltd.kolkata@gmail.com, to the Scrutinizer at
advriyanshu@gmail.com and to NSDL at evoting@nsdl.com at least
72 hours before the meeting. No attendance slip is required for the
meetings. Please note that as per the MCA Circulars the facility of
appointment of proxies will not be available for the meeting on 18th
November, 2026
Copies of Scheme of Amalgamation, Explanatory Statement under
Section 102 and section 230 read with Section 232 of the Companies
Act, 2013, read with Rule 6 of the Companies (Compromises, Arrangement
and Amalgamation Rules, 2016 and the order dated 09th September,
2026 passed by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs will be available for
inspection at the registered office of the Company at 167/A, Ajoy Nagar,
Kolkata- 700 075, West Bengal. The said document will also be available
on the website of the Transferee Company at http://hindcables.net/ or
can also be obtained free of charge at the office of their Advocates, M/s
Fox & Mandal, 12, Old Post Office Street, Kolkata- 700 001.
Pursuant to the order dated 09th September, 2026, Shri Prem Chandra
Maurya, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries has been appointed
as Chairperson of the meeting and Mr. Riyanshu Agarwal, Advocate has
been appointed as the Scrutinizer for the said meeting.
The result of the remote e-voting shall be announced on or before 20th
November,2026 upon receipt of the Scrutinizer’s report and the same
shall be displayed on the website of the Transferee Company at
http://hindcables.net/ and on the website of the www.evoting.nsdl.com
being the agency appointed by the Transferee Company to provide the
voting facility to the unsecured creditors, as aforesaid.
Dated this 12th day of October, 2026.
Sd/-
Prem Chandra Maurya
Chairperson appointed by Ministry of Corporate Affairs
for the aforesaid meeting

ZONAL OFFICE : MIDNAPORE
Station Road, Opposite 0Id Water Tank
ALLAHABAD Paschim Midnapore, Pin - 721 101

$63esa 2> €Y Indian Bank

£ wETETar

POSSESSION NOTICE

(For Inmovable Property)
[Under Rule 8(1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Whereas,
The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Indian Bank under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13
(12) read with rule 8 and 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
issued a Demand Notice Dated 13.07.2026 calling upon the Borrower:
M/s. Reckon Construction, Proprietor : Shri Anup Kumar Pahari (Borrower),
C/o. Anup Kumar Pahari, 267/266, Ward No. 12, Kumarpur, P. O. & P. S. - Contai,
District - Purba Medinipur, Pin-721401.
Shri Anup Kumar Pahari (Borrower), S/o. Ajit Pahari, 267/266, Ward No. 12,
Kumarpur, P. O. &P. S. - Contai, District - Purba Medinipur, Pin-721401.
Shri Ajay Kumar Pahari (Guarantor / Mortgagor), S/o. Ajit Pahari, Village -
Padurveri, P. O. - Nijkasba, P. S. - Khejuri, District - Purba Medinipur, Pin-721431.
Having Cash Credit Account with our Contai Branch under Zonal Office
Midnapore & Housing Loan Account with our Sonarpur Branch under Zonal
Office Kolkata South, to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice being
Rs. 78,08,297.00 (Rupees Seventy Eight Lakh Eight Thousand Two Hundred
Ninety Seven only) within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of
the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him / her
under Section 13(4) of the said Act with rule 8 and 9 of the said rules, on this
12th Day of October of the year 2026.
The Borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
the Indian Bank for an amount of Rs. 78,08,297.00 (Rupees Seventy Eight Lakh
Eight Thousand Two Hundred Ninety Seven only) and interest thereon.
“We draw attention to the provisions of Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act and the
Rules framed there under which deals with your rights of redemption over the
securities.”

Mortgaged Assets :
1. Land measuring 4.20 Decimal (Bastu) situated at J. L. No. 314, L. R. Khatian
No. 2801, R. S. & L. R. Plot No. 193/526 of Mouza - Mohammadpur, Under Belda
Gram Panchayat, P. O. - Belda, P. S. - Belda, District : Paschim Medinipur, Pin -
721632, belonging to Shri Ajay Kumar Pahari vide Deed No. |-2371 of
29.03.2016. Boundaries of the Property : North - Soumya Mishra & Others,
South - Plot No. 527 of Samir Mahakal, East - Road, West - Plot No. 183 of Samir
Mahakal.
2. Land and building measuring 7.00 Decimal (Bastu) situated at J. L. No. 117, L. R.
Khatian No. 351, R. S. & L. R. Plot No. 184 of Mouza - Padurveri, P. O. - Nijkasba,
P. S. - Khejuri, District : Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721431, belonging to Shri Ajay
Kumar Pahari vide Deed No. |-2340 of 16.04.2012. Boundaries of the Property :
North - Road thereafter Ajit Kumar Pahari & Naren Pahari, South - Plot No. 343,
East- Purnendu Dey, Bhabatosh Dey & Manatosh Dey, West - Plot Nos.184 & 185.
3. Land and building situated at J. L. No. 367, L. R. Khatian No. 4330, R. S. Plot
No. 759 & L. R. Plot No. 1046, Area 1.396 Decimal & R. S. Plot No. 760 & L. R. Plot
No. 1046 Area 2.708 Decimal, Total 4.104 Decimal at Mouza - Kumarpur, P. O. -
Contai, P. S. - Contai, District : Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721401 belonging to Shri
Ajay Kumar Pahari vide Deed No. I-2621 of 09.03.2018 & 1-4048 of 24.04.2018.
Boundaries of the Property : North - Plot of Anup Kumar Pahari, South -
Municipality Road, East- Common Road, West- Plot No. 1046.
4. All that piece and-parcel of Bastu Land measuring more or less 05 Cottah and
one G+l construction therein namely named 'Arunadoy Apartment', lying &
situated at Premises No. 27, P. O. Haltu, P. S. & Mouza - Garfa, under K. M. C.
Ward No. 106, J. L. No. 19, comprised in R. S. Dag No. 1767/ 2436, R. S. Khatian
No. 1222, registered at ADSR Sealdah / DR Alipore, Kolkata - 700078 (Landmark :
Haltu Hari Sabha, Purbachal Amra Sobai club), in the District South 24 Parganas,
which is butted and bounded by : On the North - 12' ft. wide K.M.C. Road and
land of Mr. Sachindra Nath Sarkar, On the South - Other Premises, On the East -
Other Premises, On the West - Land of Dag No. 1767.

THE SCHEDULE ABOVE REFERRED TO - (Description of the said Flat)
All that one complete Flat No. C on 2nd floor, Block- B, S-N-W side having S.B.U.
700 Sq. Ft. (Carpet area 530 Sq. Ft.) at one G+lII construction named ‘Arunadoy
Apartment’, consisting of Two Bed Rooms, One Drawing Room / Kitchen / Dining,
Two Toilets, One Balcony; together with undivided proportionate impartible share
orinterest in the land of the said premises more fully and particularly described in
the First Schedule herein above, attributable to the said flat along with the
proportionate right of common facilities utilities, benefits, and appurtenances,
which is to be used as common between all the co-owners of the said building
including all easement right, title and interest thereon, hereby sold and transferred
by the Vendors to the Purchasers of this Deed and Buildings (Units) standing
thereon named as ‘Arunadoy Apartment’, lying & situated at Premises No. 27, P. O.
Haltu, P. S. & Mouza - Garfa, under K.M.C. Ward No. 106, J. L. No. 19, comprised
inR. S.DagNo. 1767/2436, R. S. Khatian No. 1222, registered at ADSR Sealdah /
DR Alipore, Kolkata - 700078 (Landmark : Haltu Hari Sabha, Purbachal Amra
Sobai club), in the District South 24 Parganas, West Bengal. Bounded as under -
North : Block - A, South - Open to Sky, East - Lift area and other Flats. West - Open
to Sky.

Hypothecated Assets - Stocks and movable assets located at 267/266,
Kumarpur, P. O. &P. S. - Contai, Purba Medinipur, Pin-721401.

Date : 12.10.2026
Place : Contai

Authorised Officer
Indian Bank

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN,
STATE NEET UG MEDICAL/DENTAL COUNSELING BOARD-2026,
SMS MEDICAL COLLEGE, JAIPUR

Email- chairmanneetug2026@gmail.com
No. State-UG Counselling Board-2026/229
NOTIFICATION

State UG MEDICAL/DENTAL ADMISSION BOARD-2026 (Stray Vacancy Round)
The procedure for state UG Medical/Dental Admission Board-2026 Stray vacancy Round
will commence from 16/10/2026 as per the detailed schedule available at
www.ug.neetrajasthan.com
The candidates are advised to visit the website for all details and further updates.

Sd/-
Chairman

Date:- 15-10-2026

DIPR/C/17819/2026

WS SN AT, AeStieh THioT

3-fafaer gemT W& 37,2026-27 WM dEq

Bids for Building Construction / Maintenance works are invited from interested bidders upto
22-10-2026 (06.00 PM) Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
http://sppp.raj.nic.in and http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

Eico i - 12.10.26

S.NO UBN NO. S.NO UBN NO.
1 PWD2627WSOB14878 2 PWD2627WSOB14879
3 PWD2627WSOB14880 4 PWD2627WSOB14881
5 PWD2627WSRC14882 6 PWD2627WSOB14883
7 PWD2627WSOB14884 8 PWD2627WSOB14885
9 PWD2627WS0OB14886 10 PWD2627WSOB14887
11 PWD2627WSOB14888 12 PWD2627WSOB14889
13 PWD2627WSOB14890 14 PWD2627WSOB14891
T/
(AT FAR )

DIPR/C/17743/2026 wftfa. fmin @vs, sEg

Registered Office: HDFC Bank House,

LN H DFc BANK Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (West),

We understand your world Mumbai - 400 013 and having one of its office as

Retail Portfolio Management at HDFC Bank Ltd, 1st Floor, I-Think Techno Campus,
Kanjurmarg (East),Mumbai — 400042.

SECURITIES PLEDGED TO HDFC BANK LTD.

The below mentioned Borrowers of HDFC Bank Ltd. (the “Bank”) are hereby notified
regarding the sale of securities pledged to the Bank, for availing credit facilities in the
nature of Loans/Overdraft Against Securities.

Due to persistent default by the Borrowers in making repayment of the outstanding dues as
per agreed loans / facilities terms, the below loan / facilities accounts are in delinquent
status or classified as NPA (Non-Performing Asset). The Bank has issued multiple notices /
loan recall notice to these Borrowers, including the final sale notice on the below-
mentioned date whereby, Bank had invoked the pledge and provided 7 days’ time to the
Borrower to repay the entire outstanding dues in the below accounts, failing which, Bank
would be atliberty to sell the pledged securities without issuing further notice in this regard.
The Borrowers have neglected and failed to make due repayments, therefore, Bank in
exercise of its rights under the loan agreement as a pledgee has decided to sell / dispose
off the Securities on or after 26" October 2026 for recovering the dues owed by the
Borrowers to the Bank. The Borrowers are hereby notified to treat this as a notice of sale in
compliance of section 176 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872. The Borrowers are, also,
notified that, if at any time, the value of the pledged securities falls further due to volatility in
the stock market to create further deficiency in the margin requirement then Bank shall at
its discretion sell the pledged security within one (1) calendar day, without any further notice in
this regard. The Borrower(s) shall remain liable to the Bank for repayment of any remaining
outstanding amount, post adjustment of the proceeds from sale of pledged securities.

ﬁ;‘ Lozﬂ\uﬁ]cbc;unt Borrower’s Name A?T;‘lgltr??g;ngn DgtaﬁeOf

. 14" Oct. 2026| Notice

1 [ XXXXXXXXXX1810|INDRANIL BHATTACHARYA 6,48,573.48|16-10-2026
2 | XXXXXXXXXX8897 | CHIRANTAN GHOSH 59,520.00|16-10-2026)
3 | XXXXXXXXXX7777 | SHEULI PAL 56,632.10|16-10-2026|
4 [ XXXXXXXXXX2812| AHAAN 1QBAL 4,05,052.51(16-10-2026|
DATE : 16.10.2026 Sd/-
PLACE : WEST BENGAL HDFC BANK LTD.

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)
(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

(Through KPP portal only)

BESCOM invites tender against enquiry Nos: BESCOM/
2026-27/IND0280-Package | & BESCOM/2026-27/IND0281-
Package Il for “Providing Communication Technology and
Solution for SCADA operations for DAS Expansion Project".
Bid Documents will be available: 17.10.2026, 16:00 Hrs
onwards. Last date for Submission of queries: 30.10.2026
upto 11:00 Hrs. Last date for Bid Submission: 16.11.2026
upto 16:00 Hrs. Bid Document will be opened on: 18.11.2026,
11:00 Hrs onwards.

The Tenders can be obtained through KPP portal from the
website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Aspiring Bidders need
to register on KPP portal. Bidders can take assistance of KPP
helpdesk: +91 80 46010000, +91 80 68948777 or email at
support@eprochelpdesk.com.

Sd/-
For Electricity related complaints call: 1912 General Manager (DAS)
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP BESCOM

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

11 GORKHA RIFLES REGIMENTAL CENTRE
- Indian Army and 11 Gorkha Rifles Salutes its brave

¥

—

heart, No 9422948 Late Rfn Shyam Rai, SM of 3/11
_|GR, who made supreme sacrifice during OP Rakshak
| (J&K) on 16 Oct 2001.
H Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and All Ranks
BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CONSTABLE Director General and all Ranks of Border
BIPASA Security Force remember its gallant
MONDAIL |[Jawan Constable Bipasa Mondal on his
110 BN BSF Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained
s o fatal injuries in a grenade blast triggered

01.11.1967 Ju g 88
J ~16.10.1992 by militants in Srinagar area, J&K and

later succumbed to his injuries.
CONSTABLE |Director General and all Ranks of Border
ﬂ JAVED ALl |Security Force remember its gallant
- 11 BN BSF |Jawan Constable Javed Ali on his Balidan
04.03.1973 |Piwas. On this day, he sustained fatal
‘q _ 16.10.1999 |bullet injuries while fighting militants in
.."l'- i Bandipur area, J&K and made ultimate
. sacrifice in the line of duty.

HEAD Director General and all Ranks of Border
CONSTABLE |Security Force remember its gallant
K P PRADHAN, [Jawan Head Constable K P Pradhan on
PMG his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
162 BN BSF |sustained fatal bullet injuries while
15.04.1953 — |fighting militants in Baramulla area, J&K.
16.10.1995 |ppe fought bravely and made ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty. His sacrifice and gallant action have been
aptly recognized by GOI by awarding him with PMG (Posthumously).
Director General and all Ranks of Border

R:FH}(B)IS{E Security Force remember its gallant
DC, PPMG |Officer Sh. B S Rathore, Deputy
61 BN BSF |Commandant on his Balidan Diwas. On
01.04.1945 - |this day, he sustained fatal bullet injuries
16.10.2000 |while fighting militants in area of

Karannagar, Srinagar (J&K). He fought
bravely and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. His sacrifice and
gallant action have been aptly recognized by GOI by awarding him
with PPMG (Posthumously).

UTTAR PRADESH

WOMEN-LED STARTUPS:
POWERING INNOVATION

@ 24,000+ startups in Uttar Pradesh.

e 12,000+ women-led startups registered
with DPIIT.

e Uttar Pradesh Startup Policy 2026 notified to
boost innovation and entrepreneurship.

From Empowerment to Leadership

ADVERTORIAL
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Initiatives such as Lalhpati Didi, Drone Didi, Mission Shakti and Mukhyamantri Kanya Sumangala
are strengthening self-reliance and advancing dignity. With rising workforce participation and
expanding economic opportunities, Uttar Pradesh is placing women at the heart of development,
enabling them to shape their own futures and contribute to the state’s growth.

FINANCIAL SECURITY
FOR WOMEN

o ¥677.06 crore compensation provided

e Women's shelters and protection

t0 19,334 women and girls affected by
heinous crimes. I
facilities provide support and
rehabilitation to vulnerable women
and children.

e 41lakh+ destitute women receive a
monthly pension of ¥1,000.

e Social protection initiatives support R
vulnerable women and strengthen
financial security.

28.16 lakh+ Lakhpati Didis and 57,322 rural women
entrepreneurs across 37 districts reflect growing
financial independence.

40,000 BC Sakhis facilitated 46,000 crore in financial
transactions, while 15,409 Vidyut Sakhis collected
electricity bills worth 33,207 crore.

Mission

() Shakti

Women Security
Women Dignity
Women Empowerment

- \
.
‘ "
Empowered women are the driving force of a progressive Uttar Pradesh. Transforming aspirations !
into achievements, the state is creating new pathways for women to lead, innovate and prosper. =
From women-led startups and rural entrepreneurship to financial security, education, 1 - 3
employment and safety, a comprehensive approach is expanding opportunities at every level. b

KANYA SUMANGALA INVESTING IN EVERY GIRL

MOBILITY & EMPLOYMENT:
MORE OPPORTUNITIES
FOR WOMEN

e 90.97 [akh women passengers benefited from
free bus travel on Raksha Bandhan 2026.

e 2,366 women candidates engaged as
contractual bus conductors.

£

e ¥25,000 per eligible girl under six
stages of the Mukhyamantri Kanya
Sumangala Yojana.

o 29 lakh+ girls benefited; ¥716.26 crore
transferred.

e Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao awareness
activities reached 294.50 lakh women
and girls.
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RAKSHA BANDHAN GIFT FOR

J

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT: FROM LAKHPATI DIDIS TO DRONE DIDIS

« Namo Drone Didi: 131 drones deployed, benefiting 1.48 lakh

women sugarcane farmers through pesticide spraying.
o 10.66 lakh+ SHGS connect rural women, with ¥76.02

crore+ in grants distributed to women's self-help groups

« Women's workforce participation rose from 13% in 2017
to 36%, with 10,800+ women-led startups.

3.54 LAKH COOK SISTERS IN UP

e Higher Honorarium: Monthly honorarium
increased from 32,000 to ¥3,000.

e Accident Cover: 2 lakh financial assistance in
case of an accident.

@ (ashless Healthcare: Free medical treatment up to
35 lakh annually.

Double Clothing Allowance: Annual support
doubled from 500 to ¥1,000.

Kolkata
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Dreams took three
Keralam youth to
Germany, deadly fire
cut short their lives

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
October15

TUESDAY’SFIREinaresiden-
tial building in Bochum, Ger-
many, hascutshortthelivesof
three young Indians from Ke-
ralam, turningtheirdreams of
building new careers in a for-
eign land into a tragedy just
months and weeks after they
arrived there.

The three are Anjali S Joy
(27) from Kollam, Nova Sabu
(25) from Idukki, and Sivin
Johny (25) from Ernakulam.

Germannewsagency Deut-
sche Presse-Agenturreported a
fire broke out in a residential
buildingin Bochum — 517-km
drive from Berlin — around
4:15amlocal time on Tuesday.
Itsaid police arrested a41-year-
old resident, a Romanian na-
tional, onsuspicion of murder.
It was on Wednesday the
families in Keralam found out
about theirdaughtersand son.

Anjali went to Germany to
work in a warehouse in July
thisyear. Her father, Joy, retired
from the agriculture depart-
ment, and her mother, Sheela,
from the registration depart-
ment. “Every day she used to
call her parents. As usual, she
called them on Monday night
too. But on Tuesday night,
when she did not call, Joy
dialled Anjali. Whenthere was
no response, Joy alerted a
relative working 50 kilometres
away. He rushed to Bochum
and found out about the tra-

gedy,” said Prasanna Pius, a
friend of the familyand alocal
panchayat member.

Anjali left Keralam for Ger-
many after her attemptsto find
her dream job as a school-
teacherwentinvain.Sheholds
a Bachelor of Education de-
gree... Anjali taught at private
tuition centresbefore flyingto
Germany to build a new ca-
reer,” said Prasanna.

SivinJohn was from In Yor-
dahanapuram near Kalady in
Ernakulam and is the son of
farmerKonooranJohnandthe
lateLissy. “Hehad goneto Ger-
many on a work visa and was
slated tojointhejobon October
12.Sivin’syounger brother Sal-
vinisanursingstudentin Ger-
many... Sivin has been staying
with hisbrother. He had left his
passportand otherdocuments
withhisbrother... Thatledtoa
delay in identifying his body,”
said Kaladi panchayat member
Lekha Valsan.

NovaSabu, anative of Shan-
thigram village in Idukki, left
for Germany to build a career
as a gym trainer. She is the
daughterofretired police sub-
inspector Sabu and junior
healthinspectorJyothi. “...We
heard from Keralites living in
the region that the apartment
was set on fire following a dis-
pute involving a building
owner... The fire and rescue
team found themunconscious
afterinhalingsmoke. Theydid
notsufferburns, asperreports
from Keralites in the vicinity,”
said her relative Sajeev.

India flags ‘growing
racist hostility’ after
mass shooting plot

at US Hindu temple

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, October15

AFTER A teenager with white
supremacist views wasarrested
for allegedly plotting a “mass
shooting” at a Hindu place of
worship in Illinois, India said
on Thursday that the incident
addsto “growingconcernsover
racist hostility and anti-India
hateinthe US”.

New Delhisaid itexpectsUS
authorities to “thoroughly in-
vestigate the matter, bring
those responsible tojustice,and
take all necessary measures to
preventsuch incidents”.

Alexandros Paporakis, 19, of
Palatinevillage inIllinois, was
arrested on October 11 and
charged with makingaterrorist
threat and unlawful possession
of aweapon. According to in-
vestigators, the youth tried to
open fire “potentially target-
ing” the place of worship in
Auroracityearlierthatday, but
his gun jammed, forcing him
to drive back home—a move
that prevented amass murder.

In New Delhi, Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) Spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal re-
sponded sharply: “We are
deeply concerned by reportsof
an alleged plot to carry out a
mass shooting targeting a
Hindu temple in the Aurora
area of [llinois. The reported
anti-Hindu and racist nature
of the alleged plot, including

references to violence against
people of Indian origin, is par-
ticularly disturbing.”

“We have taken note of the
actiontakenby USlawenforce-
mentauthorities, includingthe
arrestand detention ofthe sus-
pect and the charges brought
against him,” he said.

Jaiswalsaid, “Thisincident
addstogrowingconcernsover
racist hostility and anti-India
hate in the US. There is a need
for greater vigilance, zero tol-
erance for hate-motivated vi-
olence, and decisive action to
ensure the safety and security
of Indian community.”

“We expect US authorities
to thoroughly investigate the
matter, bringthose responsible
tojustice, and take all necessary
measuresto preventsuchinci-
dents,” he said.

Palatine Police detectives
examined electronic com-
munications and a document
attributed to Paporakis titled
“WhyIFought: A.K.A.: (Aurora
Shooter's Manifesto)”, which
contained “statements ex-
pressing white supremacist
and extremist ideologies, in-
cludingreferencestoviolence
directed toward individuals of
South Asian heritage, particu-
larly those of Indian descent”.
Thedetectivesbelieve Papora-
kismay have been planningto
carry out the attack on Oct 11.

(WITHPTIINPUTS FROM
NEW YORK)

Fresh snowfall in higher
reaches of Himachal; several
mountain passes are closed

Press Trust of India
Shimla, October15

FRESH SNOWFALL occurred
inthehigherreachesofLahaul
and Spiti, Chambaand Kangra
districtsof Himachal Pradesh,
while low and middle hills re-
ceived intermittent rains on
Thursday, officials said.

Snowfall was witnessed in
ShinkuLa, BaralachaLa, Kun-
zum La, Koksar, Jispa, Keylong
and GondlainLahaul and Spiti,
Suraland Sach Passin Chamba,
and the Dhauladhar ranges in
Kangradistrict.

The snowfallhasincreased
travel risks due to slippery
roads at high-altitude passes,
officials said. Roads from
Rohtang Pass to Sarchu, Dar-
chato Shinku La, and Gram-
phuto Batal have been closed.
In view of the weather condi-
tions and safety concerns, of-

Vehicles ply onasnow-
covered road near the Atal Tun-
nelin Kullu, Himachal Pradesh,
on Thursday. pi

ficials said movement of all
types of vehicles towards
Shinku La, Baralacha La and
Kunzum La had been sus-
pended. Lahaul-Spiti Police
have advised tourists and the
general public to avoid un-
necessary travel.

SC REFUSES TO INTERFERE WITH JUNE 25 JUDGMENT OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

Cannot claim reservation
after conversion: Top court

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, October 15

IN Asignificantruling, the Su-
preme Courton Thursdayheld
that a person who converts
from the Hindu social order
cannotclaimaffirmativeaction
based on pre-conversionstatus.

The court refused to inter-
ferewithaJune25judgmentof
the Madras High Court which
held that a person converting
toIslam cannot claim status of
aBackward Class category Mus-
lim.

“Backwardness suffered in
theantecedentsocial ordercan-
notbyitselfbe carried forward
so as to confer upon him the
statusofabackward classinthe
religion to which he has con-
verted,” thebench of JusticesP
KMishraand Shree Chandras-
hekhar said.

The bench said that by vir-
tue of paragraph three of the
Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1950, a person
who professes a religion other
than Hinduism, Buddhism or
Sikhism cannot be deemed a
member of the Scheduled
Caste. “Consequently, upon
conversion to a religion not
specified therein, such person
ceasestopossessthe Scheduled
Caste status attached to his
antecedent caste and cannot
claim any affirmative action
benefitofthebackwardclass...
,”thebench said.

“A person’s pre-conversion
casteorcommunitystatuscan-
notmerely, by reason of conver-

AtIIIT Ranchi, a suicide,
protests & allegations of
institutional failure

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, October 15

THERE WAS nothingalarming
about Aditya Kumar's video
call. It was after dinner, and his
father Vaishnav Dev Kumar
had already settled in. “He told
me he had biryani for dinner,”
Kumar, a police sub-inspector
inthe Bihar Police, told The In-
dian Express. “lasked himifhe
needed money or was facing
any difficulty. He said no. Itold
him if he wanted me to come
down to see him, I would. He
said there was no need, that
he’d already booked tickets
home on October 18.”

That was the last time the
family heard from him. On Oc-
tober 10, 19-year-old Dalit stu-
dent Aditya Kumar was found
hanging from the ceiling fan in
hishostel at the III'T, Ranchi.

Thedeath triggered protests,
with studentsaccusing the insti-
tute of negligence and demand-
ing the resignation of director
Rajiv Srivastava.

The police said the postmor-
tem report attributed the death
tosuicide and that they werein-
vestigating the case.

In a public statement to stu-
dentson Wednesday, Srivastava
said he would be on leave until
theinquirywascompleted. “Any
lapses and those involved will be
held accountable, including my-
self. Unfortunately, the situation
escalated beyond control... Iwill
be on leave, and the additional
director will assume charge
shortly,” he stated.

The family alleged a possible
cover-up. “When I approached
Khilgaon police station, an of-
ficer asked me to remove the di-
rector's name, but I didn’t,”
Kumar said.

Thepolicesaid they had reg-

Backwardness

sufferedin the
antecedent social
order cannotby itself
be carried forward so
as to confer upon
him the status ofa
backward classinthe
religion to which he
has converted.”

JUSTICES P KMISHRA AND
SHREE CHANDRASHEKHAR
SUPREME COURT BENCH

sion, be transposed into mem-
bership of a distinct notified
backward class community in
the post-conversion social
order. Social backwardness
which forms the basis of the
person’s pre-conversionstatus
cannotbyitselffurnish thelegal
foundation for conferringupon
membership ofadifferent noti-
fied backward classcommunity
after conversion,” it added.

The petitioner, earlier a
Hindu, later converted toIslam.
He married awoman as per Is-
lamicritesand customsin2016,
and had two children. He ap-
plied for a community certifi-
cate showing him as “Muslim
Lebbai”.

The tehsildar rejected his
application, prompting the
petitionertoapproachthe Mad-
ras HC. Upholding the tehsil-
dar’s order, the HC declared a
2024 Tamil Nadu government

order granting reservation in
such casesasunconstitutional.

TheSupreme Courtupheld
theHCrulingand said the gov-
ernmentorder “cannot be sus-
tained and has been rightly
quashed bythe High Court”. “It
creates an artificial route by
which a person moves from a
pre-conversion social or back-
ward social orderintoanotified
Muslimbackward classwithout
establishing the necessary so-
cial and legal link. Therefore,
thedeclarationmadebythe HC
thattheimpugned GOisunsus-
tainable in law calls for no in-
terference,” the court ruled.

The HC had said that a
Hinduman convertingtoIslam
would pass off as “an exercise
of one’s fundamental right
under Article 25 of the Consti-
tution of India”. “But when,
aftersuch metamorphosis, the
convertee continues to claim
the benefit of reservation, it
triggers yet another conversa-
tion, nay debate, on the legit-
imacy and legality of such de-
mand.”

The SC judgement also ad-
dressed questionsofbackward
classwhenaconvertreconverts
to the original religion. It said
that “whereapersonafterhav-
ing converted from the Hindu
social ordertoanon-Hinduso-
cialorderand subsequently re-
converts to the Hindu social
order, the question of his en-
titlement to affirmative action
under Article 16(4) cannot be
determined merely by refer-
enceto his antecedent status.”

First-year student Aditya Kumar
was found dead on October 10

istered a case of unnatural death
and that no changes had been
made to the complaint.

A first-year student from Bi-
har’sPurniadistrict, Adityalived
onIlIT’scampusin Khilgaon,on
theoutskirtsof Ranchi. At11 pm,
while the family was asleep, they
received a call from one of Adi-
tya’s roommates. “He told us to
come down to Jharkhand im-
mediately. AsTwasheaded tothe
railway station, I got a call from
the college management —they
told me Aditya was no more.”

Students who spoke to The
Indian Express alleged lapsesby
the management. According to
one student, Aditya went to his
roomafter10 pm. When his hos-
tel mates received no response
to repeated knocks, they broke
open the door. One student said
Aditya still had a faint pulse
when they found him.

“The power was out in the
hostel at that time, and the lift
was not working. We had to
carry him down the stairs,”
Ratan Tiwari, a flatmate, said.

Students alleged that al-
though anambulance was avail-
able on campus, the manage-
ment struggled to locate its
driver and keys. “There was no
power, no oxygen tank in the
ambulance, and no driver,”
Tiwari said.

Aditya was eventually taken
to a private hospital, where he
was declared dead.

The family alleged “resis-
tance” whenittried togetan FIR
registered. “I learnt that an Un-
natural Death Report had been
filed instead of an FIR,” Kumar
said. Nirbhay Kumar, in-charge
of Khilgaon police station, said:
“If the investigation establishes
the management’s culpability,
the UD case can be converted
intoan FIR.”

In an October 12 order, the
Union Ministry of Education
said the incident warranted
closerexamination oftheimple-
mentation of its guidelines on
emotional and mental well-
being at higher education insti-
tutions. The committee has two
weeks tosubmit its findings. The
National Human Rights Com-
mission has also taken cogni-
sance of the death.

Meanwhile, the college
management said a three-
member team would arriveina
day or two and that students
should choose their represen-
tatives to meet.

Accordingto Anil Alok, vice-
president of the Students’ Coun-
cil, the protests have been called
off as the investigation con-
tinues.

Kumar expressed dissatis-
faction with the probe and said
he might approach the court.
“My family has lost faith... But
we will do everything in our
power to ensure justice for our
son,” he said.

Thecourtsaid “such entitle-
ment would require an inde-
pendent, fact-specific determi-
nation by the competent
authority astowhethertheorig-
inal caste or social identity has
genuinelyrevived uponrecon-
versionand whetherthe person
satisfies the applicable consti-
tutional andlegal requirements
for such affirmative action.”

The bench said “no statu-
tory benefit, protection, reser-
vationorotherentitlementcan
beclaimed orextended merely
onthebasisofsuchantecedent
membership after the person
has converted to Islam, Chris-
tianity orany othernon-Hindu
social order.”

Thejudgement said that “a
community certificateisdecla-
ratory of,and does not create or
confer, the status which it pur-
portsto recognise. Neither the
issuance of a community cer-
tificate nor an executive in-
struction can enlarge, modify
or dispense with the substan-
tive constitutional and statu-
tory conditions governing
membership ofthe classoren-
titlement to the benefits at-
tached thereto.”

Affirming the conclusions
of the High Court, the SC said
that “a person who converts to
Islam does not, by that act
alone, becomeamemberofany
oneofthesevennotified Back-
ward Class Muslim commu-
nities in the State. His former
community statuscannotauto-
matically be transposed into
the Muslim Backward Class”.

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, October 15

CALLING INDIA'S proposal for
a ceasefire in the Black Sea re-
gion a “symbol” of a “big global
player”, Lindy Cameron, the
outgoing British High Commis-
sioner to India, said Thursday
that the UK has identified “de-
fence, security and technology”
asthepillars of bilateral tiesand
wants to participate in Make-in-
India programmes in the de-
fence and aerospace sector.

In an exclusive interview
with The Indian Express,
Cameron, whoisset tobecome
Permanent Under-Secretary of
the Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office of the
United Kingdom (equivalent to
India’s Foreign Secretary), de-
scribed the UK-India “trade
deal” as the high point of her
Delhi stint, the effort of “turn-
ing it into a wider and deeper
relationship between the two
countries, and really impor-
tantly seeing that as a future-
facing relationship”.

On India’s proposal on the
Russia-Ukraine war, she said,
“For me, this symbolises that
move by India to be a player in
awider conversation where, of
course, India has an extraordi-
nary and really diverse set of re-
lationships to build on, some
quite unique.” India has put
forward a proposal to end at-
tacks in the Black Sea region,
and allow movement of grains.

On the defence sector,
Cameron said, “The proudest
moment I have is seeing Rolls
Royce genuinely in a position
to make an absolutely world-

Keen on Make-in-India
in defence, aecrospace:
Outgoing UK envoy

Outgoing British High
Commissioner to India Lindy
Cameron

leading offer, not only best time
to first flight, but also really
amazing IP (intellectual prop-
erty) transfer asa potential can-
didate for building India’s fu-
ture combat jet engine.”

Asked about the change of
guard in the UK — Keir Starmer
making way for Andy Burnham
— she said, “We have seen
changes in UK politics, and
that’s for politicians rather than
measacivilservant. But what’s
been constant is the impor-
tance of India.”

On the friction points be-
tween the two countries, she
said, “We have a relationship of
depth and trust that means that
the sore points are things we
can discuss privately. We have
tough conversations, but we
have them in private, and we
have them with friends.”

On the key learnings that
she takes home, Cameron said,
“Iwill take with me an under-
standing of India’s worldview. I
thinkwhen youssit in Delhi, you
sitin a different geography.”

Defence PSU chief held by CBIon
graft charge, all contracts under lens

Sushant Kulkarni &
Mahender Singh Manral
Pune, New Delhi, October15

THE CBI hassought documents
on all the contracts handled by
Anil Kumar, the Executive Direc-
tor of Pune-headquartered de-
fence PSU Munitions India Li-
mited (MIL), a day after he was
arrested on bribery charges,
along with his brother and the
CEO of a private company.

The CBI, which claims to
have seized over Rs 2.2 crore in
cash, isalso probingif Kumardis-
closed sensitive information
concerningdefence production,
procurementand other strategi-
cally important activities. In a

press statement, the CBI said
Kumar “indulged in the demand
and acceptance of illegal gratifi-
cationinexchange forextending
official favours”.

Sources said that a tip-off re-
ceived on October12regardinga
Rs500 crore contractawarded to
M/S SMPP Ltd led the CBI to
Kumar. SMPP CEO and Director
Ashish Kansal is now under ar-
rest, alongwith Kumar’s brother
B Harshvardhan, with the CBI
also looking into the role of Ku-
mar’swife Chetnashriand SMPP
employee Ravit Kumar Tewatia,
who are named in the FIR.

MIL is a key defence PSU
manufacturing a wide range of
ammunition, explosives, propel-

lantsand high-energy materials.
SMPP Ltd is a leading company
in drone technology and manu-
facturing of ammunition, and
had won the Rs 500 crore
contract to supply ammunition
to MIL forayear.

The CBI claimed seizure of
Rs1.73 crore from Kumar’s prem-
ises in Pune, with Rs 50 lakh in
cash and “incriminating” docu-
ments seized from properties
said tobelinked toKumar, in My-
suru, Bengaluru and Delhi. “We
are taking legal opinion and as-
sessing the bank accounts of
Kumar, hiswifeand other family
members. We may bookthemin
a fresh case of disproportionate
assets,” asource said.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

REGISTRATION DEPARTMENT
No. 100, Santhome High Road, Chennai — 600 028

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Tender Ref.No.TNREGN/3/2026-27 dated 16.10.2026

Online tenders are invited from eligible bidders for the Selection of a Managed Service Provider (MSP) for Design, Setup,
Operation and Maintenance of 5 (Five) Model Registration Hubs (MRHs) in Phase-| as pilot and 20 (Twenty) MRHs in Phase-
Il after successful completion of the pilot, in the State of Tamil Nadu, for a contract period of 5 years, extendable by up to
2years for the Registration Department, Government of Tamil Nadu. The details of the tender are as follows:

1] Tenderinviting authority

Additional Inspector General of Registration (S&R)
OJo Inspector General of Registration, No. 100, Santhome High Road,
Foreshore Estate, Chennai-600 028.

N

Name of the work

Selection of a Managed Service Provider (MSP) for Design, Setup,
Operation and Maintenance of 5 (Five) Model Registration Hubs (MRHs)
in Phase-l and 20 (Twenty) Additional MRHs after successful completion
of the Pilot, in the State of Tamil Nadu.

w

document

Downloading of tender

The tender document may be downloaded, free of cost, from the
Tamil Nadu e-Procurement Portal: https://Awww.tntenders.gov.in  from
16.10.2026 to 16.11.2026 (up to 5.00 PM).

S

EarnestMoney D

eposit (EMD)
mode.

Rs.65,00,000 (Rupees Sixty Five Lakh only), to be remitted through online

(il

Pre-bid meeting

26.10.2026 at 3.00 PM, at the address mentioned in SI. No. 1 above.

j=2)

the Tender

Due Date, Time & Place of

at https://tntenders.gov.in.

On or before 16.11.2026 up to 5.00 PM, through e-submission Submission of

—

Date, Time and Place of
Opening of the Tender

The Technical Bid will be opened on 17.11.2026 at 3.00 PM. The date of
opening of the Price Bid will be intimated to the technically qualified

at: https://tntender:

DIPR/3160/TE

The tender document, complete terms and conditions, detailed scope of work and eligibility criteria are available

s.gov.in.

Note: Neither the Registration Department nor its representatives shall be obliged to intimate the bidders who are
not qualified atany stage of the bid process management.

NDER/2026

Additional Inspector General of Registration (S&R)

XS

>
S
“nai e

72\ CHENNAI METRO RAIL LIMITED
(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of Tamil Nadu)
(1SO 9001:2015 AND ISO 14001:2015 CERTIFIED)
METROS, ANNA SALAI, NANDANAM, CHENNAI - 600 035.

E-Tender Notice

CMRL

GUWAHATI SMART CITY LTD.

(Formerly Guwahati Smart City Development Agency Ltd.)

(CIN U45309AS52016SGC017403)

04th Floor, Aditya Tower, Opp. Down Town Hospital, G.S. Road, Guwahati-781006
E-mail: mdsmartguwahati@gmail.com, Website:

www.gscl.assam.gov.in

of GST.

SPV/GSCL/DEV/250/2026/168

Tender Notice
National Competitive Bidding

MD, GSCL invites Request for Proposal for Selection of Consultant for preparation of DPR for
Rejuvenation and Development of the Bharalu Riverfront, Guwahati with PMC cost of Rs 3.5 Crore incl.

The detail tender documents will be available in the e-Tendering portal: www.assamtenders.gov.in &
www.gscl.assam.gov.in from date 15.10.2026 after 6PM. Tenders are to be submitted online through the
e-procurement portal www.assamtenders.gov.in only.
The last date of online bid submission date is 12.11.2026 upto 15:00 hrs. The hard copy of the bids will
be received till 13.11.2026 upto 14:00 hrs.
Those tenders will be rejected which have not been submitted online.

Managing Director
Guwahati Smart City Limited

Sd/-

DIPR/3144/Ten

invites

(ii) Deadline for Bid Submission

National Competitive Bidding (NCB)

tenders

der/2026

through
(https://leprocure.gov.in/feprocure/app) from reputed, experienced,
financially sound, eligible firms who fulfil the qualification criteria as
mentioned in the tender document through National Competitive
Bidding under Single Stage Two Envelope (Technical & Financial)
system for the work mentioned below:

Tender No: CMRL/Track/O&M/2026 “Comprehensive Maintenance
of Ballast less Track for Elevated, Underground and Depot sections in
Phase 1 and Phase 1 Extension”.

(i) Tenderdocumentavailable from : 16.10.2026
1 26.11.2026 up to 12:00 Hrs.

For further details, please visit : www.chennaimetrorail.org &
(https://leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app)

Any Corrigendum/Addendum to this publication, if any, would appear
only on the above-mentioned CPP Portal and will not be published in

newspapers. For Managing Director

Director (System and Operations)
Chennai Metro Rail Limited

the CPP Portal

Kolkata
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India should stop counting its

Al chips and start asking for results
— Arindam Goswami
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I have nothing to lose by
standing up for my beliefs.
SoI'll go tojail.

the moment does not have one.

that momentum had to slow down.

Log on to www.indianexpress.com — Muhammad Ali
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IDBI stake sale: Welcome
signal, build onit

N WEDNESDAY, the long drawn out disinvestment of

IDBIBankwas finally cleared by the Cabinet Commit-

tee on Economic Affairs. The “strategic buyer”, To-

ronto-based Fairfax Financial Holdings, will acquire
60.72 per cent of the bank for Rs 52,878 crore. This transaction,
which will be the largest FDIin the financial sector, comeson the
back of signs of growing interest in the sector. Emirates NBD’s
purchase of a 60 per cent holdingin RBL Bank, Sumitomo Mitsui
Banking Corporation acquiring 24.2 per cent of YES Bank, and
Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group picking up astake in Shriram Fi-
nance signal increasing foreign investor appetite for high-value
transactions in this segment. This is a welcome development.

In recent years, IDBI's financial position has improved — its
gross NPAs (non performing assets) stand at 2.3 per cent, while
its capital adequacy ratio is at 26.92 per cent. Fairfax, which also
holds 40 per cent of CSB Bank, will have toeither merge CSB Bank
and IDBIBankor sell its stake in the former, considering the regu-
latory approach. After the conclusion of thistransaction, LICand
the government will hold a 34 per cent stake in the bank. The re-
ceipts will also boost the government’s coffers, which would help
offset some of the expected overshooting of its budgeted subsidy
bill. So far this year, the Centre has raised Rs 55,757 crore via dis-
investment (including Rs 31,514 through LIC’s offer for sale) and
Rs 6,367 crore through asset monetisation. Its disinvestment tar-
get has been budgeted at Rs 80,000 crore for 2026-27. This deal
will bring in much-needed foreign capital, at a time when there
has been considerable concern over both foreign direct invest-
ment and portfolio flows into the country, and the pressure on
the rupee. Between April and July, while gross FDI flows stood at
$43.8 billion, net FDI was considerably lower at $13.4 billion.
Alongside, in the financial year so far, foreign portfolio investors
have also taken out over $18 billion from equity markets.
Following the cabinet's decision, the Centre should move

forward on divesting its stake in other PSUs — Shipping Cor-
poration of India Ltd, HLL Lifecare Ltd and NMDC Steel Ltd
are some of those for which in-principle approval has been
given, according to a report in this paper. It should not stop
there. It must push ahead with alarger and more ambitious dis-
investment programme.

In France, student protest
is symptom and warning

TREETPROTESTS in France over the last few weeks paint

astark picture. In schools across the country, students —

joined by teachers, parents, nurses and other sections of

society — forced closures and clashed with the police.
Their demands sound unexceptionable: Better infrastructure
and teaching, updated curricula, and equality in the quality of
education and access to universities. Atleast 7000 protesters have
been detained; many have been injured, including police officers.
Six months ahead of the presidential election, the government
has promised 3,000 additional substitute teachers, and education
is one of the few government departments not facing funding
cuts. Look closer, though, and a deeper crisis in the French politi-
cal economy becomes apparent, one that the minority Emma-
nuel Macron government seems ill-equipped to resolve.

At 3.5 trillion euros (nearly 120 per cent of GDP), France’s
debt is among the highest in Europe. Investors are offloading
national bonds, which has raised the cost of borrowing, It isalso
a clear signal from the markets that the fiscal situation needs
to be brought under control. A large part of the problem is
demographic and structural. In education, in real terms,
budgetary allocations have grown by 14 per cent over the last
decade. However, much of that has gone to paying out pen-
sions, often at the expense of teachers’ wages and infrastruc-
ture. In fact, pensions account for 13-15 per cent of the country's
GDP. In 2023, the government sought to raise the pension age
to 64, but backed down after widespread protests.

Macron rode to power, at least partly, on the promise of reform
and reviving investment and industry. In the last months of his
second term, he is all but running a lame-duck government and
seemstolackboth the willand the political capital to take the hard
decisions that the country needs at the moment. Both the far-
right National Rally led by Marine Le Pen and the left-wing LNF
led by Jean-Luc Mélenchon seek to make political gains from the
moment: The former promises budget cuts on top of a nativist
narrative, the latter a utopian welfare state. The centre, it seems,
has no advocate. Beyond the politics of the moment and the up-
coming French election, the crisisisalsoa warning for several old
democracies: An ageing population, ashrinkingtaxbase and the
inability to craft a political language and economic policy to ad-
dress the contradiction is a recipe for instability.

Turndown the noise, let
language findits way in

OW DO newborn babies acquire language? How do
they communicate? When Janet F Werker, the pion-
eering development psychologist, began researching
into the linguistic capital of infants, she came away
with an important discovery — that the process began even be-
fore birth, through sounds heard in the womb: A lullaby, the first
inchoate babble, conversations overheard but not yet understood,
auditory experiences that acquire meaning through the early
years of life. The ability to listen shaped a child’s grasp of language.

Anew study by University College London and Tohoku Uni-
versity, Japan, now follows oniits trail and suggests that the best
way to learn a new language is to focus on its sounds before
wrestling with its grammar. Researchers tested Japanese
learners of English and found that the more accomplished
learners processed unfamiliar words much as they would any
non-speech sound. They leaned less on the left sensorimotor
network that serves the mother tongue. A foreign tongue began
not with speech but with the patient accumulation of sounds
and their meanings.

Its particular appeal and import for linguistics and develop-
ment psychology apart, itistemptingto draw alarger philosophi-
cal lesson from the study. In an age saturated by the ceaseless
sound and fury of people vying for attention, self-appointed ex-
perts pontificatingwith unshakeable certainty and those in thrall
totheir own voice and ideas, there is a case for turningthe volume
down. To understand another person, one must make room for
avoice other than one’s own. The gifted language learner shows
that listening is an act of hospitality, that in that simple courtesy
of holdingjudgement, there is also the possibility of comprehen-

sion finding its way in. _

intended to convey any
ymbolism. But it is difficult
not to read it as a sign of things to come in
Indo-USrelations. The US Secretary of State
will engage with India’s largest concentra-
tion of economic power, and pay homage to
the Ambanis’ justly admired execution ca-
pabilities. In other contexts, this could be a
refreshing development: A relationship
founded on instrumentalism and pragma-
tism, in which corporate capital takes centre
stage over conventional politics, deal-mak-
ing gets priority over fixing the world. But it
also signals India’s diminution. India is not
a partner in building a world order, or an
actor whose political status has priority; it is
simply an amalgam of corporate interests.
Elon Musk tweets all kinds of threaten-
ing nonsense all the time. His calling Mu-
kesh Ambani the Prime Minister of India is
one such example. But it also unwittingly
reflects what the American establishment
would rather deal with: Big corporate
houses, and the rest be damned. America’s
conception of theworld order is again being
founded on something resembling an early
20th-century oil grab: Venezuelan oil, a
possible deal with President Vladimir Putin
for Russia’s overseas oil assets. The political
correlate of this for America is to see the
world as a confederacy of oligarchs. They
might compete with each other, but they
are the driving force in charge.
Thereissome potential in thiskind of re-
lationship. Technological cooperation can

beincreased. Indian big corporates are likely
tobecome more global investors. But itis not R

clear that this can sustain an overall relation- e

ship that has become politically, strategically !

and culturally more fragile. PRATAP BHANU
The key pillars of the Indo-US relation- MEHTA

shipare hollowingout. The first was abipar-
tisan commitment in Washington toIndia’s
rise. India’srise, in this view, was itselfa good
thing for the world and the US, indepen-
dently of whether India aligned with US in-
terests. This commitment has waned: The
transactional demands on India are higher.

Even in a post-Donald Trump regime,
asPaul Staniland has recently pointed out,
India may no longer be a high priority.
India has always had a testier relationship
on human rights and on trade with the left
wing of the Democratic Party, which is in
the ascendant.

The positioning of India as a bulwark
against China was always an exaggerated
framing. That structural reality has been
around for years. It has not particularly
given dividendstoIndia over and above any
other country. US attitudes to China also
change. China is considered a
looming threat in India. But it is
also an opportunity and a reality
India will have to manage on its
own terms. The momentum
achieved on getting the US to see
Pakistan through an Indian lens
hasvirtually collapsed, because US
priorities have shifted. The USwill

Grow up, they say; hypocrisy
is the norm in world politics.
Thatis true. But the issueis
not hypocrisy. Only our
realists rationalise away
genuine conflicts of interest

Whether the trade deal with the US is at
apossible “landing point” or has “plateaued”,
to use the two metaphors India has used to
describe thestate of play, ishard totell. There
is unprecedented opacity in these negoti-
ations. Indiahasbeen wise nottorushintoa
deal, and hopefully it will continue to stand
on firm ground. Ifit isan unfavourable deal,
the Narendra Modi government and the US
will become the object of political ire; if the
dealisnotaccomplished, it will be a shadow
that hangs over the relationship.

The US’s long history of sanctions on
India continues, the latest being Russia-re-
lated sanctions, while the US procures diesel
from Russia. Many in the Indian establish-
mentarestill keen on defending Americaby
evadingtheissuein thelanguage of faux real-
ism. Grow up, they say; hypocrisy isthe norm
inworld politics. Thatistrue. But theissueis
not hypocrisy. Only our realists rationalise
away genuine conflicts of interest. America
hasdictated the energy markets you access;
ithasindirectly raised the cost of your devel-
opment by engaging in the most absurd war
onlIran. And allwe have had tooffer
in resistance is stony silence.

One other background cultural
condition is dissipating as well.
One of the most remarkable devel-
opments of the last three decades
was the almost seamless integra-
tion of American and Indian elites
through immigration. The idea

America is within its rights to regulate im-
migration. But the debate over the regula-
tion ofimmigration istied to MAGA’s nativ-
ism, racial supremacy, and suspicion of
Indian success, all endorsed at the highest
levels of the US government. India’s re-
sponse to JD Vance’s remarks on Indian
workers suggests this is no longer a techni-
cal dispute over immigration. The depleting
reservoir of cultural goodwill will have
downstream effects.

And finally, there is the world the US
wantstobuild. Noone grudges pridein civil-
isational achievements. But as Rubio’s
speech at Athens recently underscored, the
US is seeking to convert civilisational pride
intoa claim to Western pre-eminence, allied
toamore muscularand imperial political vi-
sion. The question for India will not be what
values or interests it shares with Rubio’s im-
agined West. It is whether this vision leaves
room for the kind of open, fair, peaceful, just
world order India ought to seek. Currently,
the US is a rogue power, inflicting needless
damage and riskon the world. Perhaps India
should reevaluate the symbolism and con-
vey tothe US that, while we are open for busi-
ness, we do not pay homage to this new Pax
Americana. We ought to find all possible
leverage to stand up to it, rather than pass
over it in cowed silence.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

Story of a politics inneed
of moral resurrection

ASHWANI
KuMAR

We must
continueto ask
whether our
political leaders
arethinking,
speaking and
acting with
sufficient
seriousness to
confront the
strains that
haveimpeded
thenation’s
march towards
adignitarian
society

HEELECTION cycle beginning

next year is upon us. In 2027,

seven states will elect new gov-

ernments. These elections will

shape the political landscape
ahead of the 2029 Lok Sabha elections and,
more importantly, test the purpose and pro-
cesses of Indian democracy at a time when
the fairness and integrity of the electoral sys-
tem are under intense scrutiny.

The deafening noise of inanities and
abuse, the breakdown of consensus on the
fundamentals of a federal polity, the en-
croachments of the limits of constitutional
power, and the moral impoverishment of
publiclife compel aconsidered reflection on
the state of the nation and its politics. This
must begin with areminder that the ultimate
purpose of the popular vote is not majority
rulealone. Itistosecure agovernment com-
mitted to the advancement of human dig-
nity anchored in fundamental freedoms. It
is necessary, therefore, to ask why, despite
India’s material and technological progress,
the constitutional promise of a just society
founded on fraternity and empathy remains
asdistantasever.

We must first ask whether a true democ-
racy can be nourished when political
loyalties are secured through freebies that
often exploit the vulnerabilities of the mar-
ginalised. The unwholesome living condi-
tions of a vast majority of Indians cannot be
the good life envisioned by our foundersand
the philosophers of the welfare state.

Sahir Ludhianvi’s verse, written barely a
decade after Independence, retains an un-
settling resonance: “Har ik jismghayal, har
ek rooh pyasi,/ Nigahon mein uljhan, dilon
meinudasi,/ Yeh duniya haiyaalam-e-bad-
hawasi,/ Yeh duniya agar mil bhijayeto kya
hai.” (Every body is wounded, each soul is
thirsty; eyes are clouded with turmoil and
hearts steeped in sadness. Is this the world
we aspire to, or merely a realm of despair?)
Theverse atteststo the failed expectations of
anation and the inadequacy of its politics.
We also know that a government that plays
“fastand loose” with civilisational values for-
feits the trust of its people. Illustratively, the
government’sapproach towardsthe Rohing-
yasseeking refuge in our country negates our
proclaimed civilisational philosophy of
vasudhaiva kutumbalkam.

We must continue to ask whether our
political leaders are thinking, speaking and
actingwith sufficient seriousness toconfront
the strains that have impeded the nation’s
march towards a dignitarian society.

Hard as it may sound, seduced by the

grandeur of a muscular state and the allure
of material progress, we have acquiesced in
politicalintolerance and the suffocating fear
of power. We have allowed art and literature
to be subjected to “a blindfold morality of
obedience” and lost the capacity for moral
indignation in the face of grave injustices. A
politically volatile society, coupled with
weakened democratic institutions and
compromised fundamental freedoms, tells
the story of a politics in need of moral and
institutional resurrection.

The unending ostracism of political op-
ponents and the “vanity and villainy of
power” sit uneasily with democratic prin-
ciples. While the ruling party is entitled to
govern within the constitutional framework,
it must recognise that constitutional power
is delegitimised by its arbitrary use. Ruling
dispensations must know that democracy is
vindicated in the moral assertion of the
people againstinjustice and that suppression
of popular movements feeds the democratic
spirit. The Opposition can claim the nation’s
moral imagination only through intellectual
integrity and political consistency. The es-
pousal of grand causes, followed by a will-
ingness to make sacrifices and difficult
choices, will alone enable political leaders
active at Jantar Mantar and elsewhere toin-
scribe themselves in history as agents of
progressive change.

Thenation can, and should, take pridein
the trajectory of its progress. Yet we must
pause in the wake of Mahatma Gandhi’s
157th birth anniversary to reflect on the cor-
rectives necessary to make India a model
democracy at a time when democracies
across the world are in retreat. Renewing
democracy requires the humanising of
politicsand the civilising of power. It requires
that we read into our political conduct an
irrevocable moral code that places dignity,
fraternity, freedom and justice above the
transient demands and triumphalism of
electoral politics.

In a homage to the Father of the Nation,
one may recall the inspirational words of the
American suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt:
“Tothe wrongsthat need resistance,/ Tothe
rights that need assistance,/ To the future in
thedistance, Give yourselves.” Thecalltore-
sistwrong, assist the vulnerable and dedicate
oneself to the future may well provide the
moral compass that Indian democracy
needs as it enters its next electoral cycle.

The writer is a senior advocate and former
Union minister for law and justice.
Views are personal
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Alisan
exceptional
technology, but
its amplifiers
need to sober
upin the face of
visible
headwinds of
regulation, an
unconvinced
workforce, and
costlier
financing

- Areality check on Alboom:
Fight risks to look out for

IMODELS are growing much faster than the financ-
ing, governance and social acceptance of the revol-
ution. A sobering influence has emerged. On Oc-
tober 8-9, Nvidia-backed Firmus withdrew its nearly
$5bnIPO after investors resisted a valuation of about
$31bn, three times its August valuation. Almost simultaneously,
OpenAl indicated that its September annualised revenue was
nearer $50bn, not the nearly $70bn previously signalled. OpenAl
and Anthropic postponing their estimated trillion-dollar IPOs s
further evidence that capital markets are realising the distance
between promises and prices, encapsulated in eight risks.

First, the economy. Al stocks are at near-record valuations.
The Iran war, high US gas and diesel prices and the yawning US
fiscal deficit have spooked the bond marketsinto trading US treas-
uries, with yields at multi-decadal highs. Higher interest rates are
hitting homebuyers and are expected to adversely affect the
growth of hyperscaler data centres, which Al cannot do without.
Second, Al revenue growth trailing capex requirements. With
OpenAl indicating lower-than-expected annualised revenue in
CY26, Anthropic at an operating loss of 8bn in CY25 and Meta’s
free cash flow falling to ~800mn from $8.5bn a year earlier, room
to raise expectations appears limited.

Third, costlier capex financing, Of the expected ~$725bn capex
in CY26 by leading US hyperscalers on new data centres, the H1
assessmentwas ~40 per cent by end-June. Initially cash-funded,
capexgraduated to debt in formatssuch as private credit and be-
spoke financing templates, most of which are opaque. Goldman
Sachs reported that most hyperscaler bonds issued in 2026 had
fallen below issue price by end-August. Such unseen risk could
impact banks, insurers and pension funds in the event of an Al
selloff. Fourth, sobering valuations. In mid-2026, SpaceX raised
$75bn, listing at $1.77tn, and OpenAl and Anthropic were re-
portedly targeting $60bn each, targeting trillion-dollar IPOs. But
sobering assessments have forced both Sam Altman and Dario
Amodei todelay their listings. Fifth, regulatory risk. OpenAland
Anthropic were jolted when three of their frontier models were
subject tosudden regulatory slowdowns, highlighting the risk of
government control by diktat. Donald Trump alsomade AICEOs
accept responsibility for safety and agree to establish internal
controlsand external audits. Sixth, the risk of rogue Al is resulting
in multimillion-dollar claims covering cyber attacks, copyright
and privacy against directors, officers and entities, with hyper-
scaler potential in the same league aslandmarklitigation against
tobacco, glyphosate, pharma and environmental liabilities.

Seventh, Al in war: Normalised, yet an amoral revenue gen-
erator. Use of autonomous Al is documented in Ukraine, Gaza
andIran, without due consideration for human scrutiny, civilian
harm, proportionality and accountability. Some multilateral
sense is bound to prevail sooner rather than later. Finally, rising
global opposition to data centres. Communities cite reduced
drinking water, expected electricity outages, noise pollution, land
loss, and limited permanent employment. Protests have forced
somerollbacks. But there are national-security concerns because
China’s largely unrestricted buildout of another 50 GW beyond
its current 24 GW capacity (US capacity is 56 GW) has gathered
pace. Al is an exceptional technology, but its amplifiers need to
soberupin the face of visible headwinds of regulation, an uncon-
vinced workforce, and costlier financing.

The writer is former special director, IB
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PM on Pakistanimilitary

PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gandhi said the “vast
military” assistance Pakistan was now get-
ting from the US would have to be “equally
matched by India”. “We cannot allow military
imbalance to developin the Subcontinent,”
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he said. Addressing a meetingin Canberra,
he said Pakistan was now getting $4.6 billion
worth of sophisticated military hardware.

55 killed in SriLanka fighting

AT LEAST 40 Tamil militants and 15 govern-
ment soldiers were killed and about 20 others

seriously injured in the three days’ bitter

fighting in northwest Lanka, a government
media centre spokesman said in Colombo.
Independent sources claimed that some of

the victims were civilians caughtin crossfire,

but this was denied by the spokesman, who
stressed that the latest military action was
confined tojungle districts between Mannar
and Vavuniya.

Circustentcollapses, 3dead

THREE PERSONS were killed and 12 others
injured, including two children and four
women, when the tent of the Venus Circusin

Kolkata

the Parade Ground opposite the Red Fort col-
lapsedinadust storm. Nearly 200 persons
were trapped inside. The circus authorities
had closed down the show and had put the
tiger and other animals intheir cages just
minutes before the accident occurred.

Hasina’s house stormed

A GROUP of armed people attempted to
forcibly enter the Dhanmondi residence of
the Awami League president, Hasina Wajed,
allegedly tokill her and blow up her house.
She wasin the house when the miscreants
struck at around noon.
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The real driver of global energy
prices is not Ukraine defending

itself from Russia, but Trump’s failing
war against Iran. — The Guardian
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‘ THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate
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Are the ongoing tensions in US-India relations a passing phase, or do they point to a deeper dissonance?

Structural rifts,

Bide your time,
focus onlong game

SUMIT GANGULY

S-INDIA ties are at a par-

ticularly low ebb, but the re-

lationship has endured

worse during the Cold War.

In 1966, for example, Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson, piqued over In-
dia’s strident criticism of the Vietnam
War, resorted to what came to be known
colloquially as the “ship-to-mouth” pol-
icy: He withheld much-needed food aid.
Alsorecall President Richard Nixon’s in-
famous “tilt policy” toward Pakistan dur-
ing the 1971 East Pakistan crisis and
Washington’s coercive diplomacy
against India.

These and other unfortunate epi-
sodes during the Cold War certainly con-
tributed to a palimpsest of distrust that
continues to weigh down US-India rela-
tions. India had developed a distrust of
the US as early as 1954 following the
US-Pakistan defence pact under the Ei-
senhower administration. The US, in
turn, despite maintaining a polite diplo-
matic facade and even briefly coming to
India’s assistance after the Sino-Indian
border war of 1962, was not really inter-
ested in India. The latter’s policy of non-
alignment, its inward-facing economy
and its lack of cultural ties to the US
made New Delhi marginal to Washing-
ton’s overall strategic calculus. Neither
side put much stock in these adverse
turns in the relationship.

Today, however, a downturn in US-
India relations has ramifications beyond
bilateral ties. Over the last three decades,
the two countries, regardless of which
party was in office in New Delhi and
Washington, DC, have worked to build
and strengthen the relationship, turning
it into a multi-faceted partnership that
has economic, strategic and cultural
components. Despite ongoing differ-
ences, and with a trade deal still in abey-
ance, US-India bilateral trade is around
$240 billion — hardly a trivial sum.

The relationship also has a significant
security component: Over the last two
decades, India has purchased over $20
billion in military equipment from the
US. In turn, it has significantly reduced
its weapons acquisitions from its histori-
cal supplier, Russia. Additionally, while
its future is a bit clouded, India remains
committed to the Quadrilateral Security

Dialogue (Quad), which includes the US,
Australia and Japan. Finally, between
5 and 6.5 million Indians or people of
Indian origin reside in the US. Also, un-
like in the past, several influential
members of the US Congress are of In-
dian origin. At least one of them has
presidential ambitions.

All these factors have added a certain
ballast to the relationship that the two
sides can only ignore at their peril. While
President Donald Trump’s mercurial pol-
icies have, no doubt, raised fears of US
abandonment of India, their long-term
adverse repercussions may be exagger-
ated. Given the interdependence that
has emerged between the two capitals,
albeit asymmetric, it will ill serve both
countries if they choose to steadily dis-
engage from each other.

Accordingly, especially from the
standpoint of New Delhi, it may be best
for it to bide its time, avoid making any
inflammatory statements that could
further roil an already fraught situation
and wait until a new administration
assumes office after the 2028 presidential
election. Given the damage that mostly
Trump’s choices have inflicted on the
relationship, any government that is in
office in New Delhi after the new presi-
dent assumes office in January 2029 will
proceed with a degree of circumspection.
It will, without a doubt, carefully exam-
ine any overture that the new president
makes toward India. Even with any
residual goodwill that remains in
India, it will not readily embrace the new
administration.

This caution, of course, would be
wholly understandable. However, given
the sheer painstaking effort that both
parties have invested over the last three
decades or so, India turningitsback on the
US would be feckless and foolhardy. De-
spite India’s efforts to diversify its foreign
policy choices in the wake of the uncer-
tainty that Trump’s policies have created,
the US, inalllikelihood, will remain anin-
dispensable partner. No other country will
be a viable substitute given its continued
economic vibrancy, its military prowess
and its cultural effervescence. These el-
ements will endure long after Trump
leaves office, even though some of his leg-
acies will remain. Focusing on the lasting
elements of America’s strengths and set-
ting aside the shortcomings of Trump’s
policies still offers the best hope for a mu-
tually beneficial partnership.

The writer is a senior fellow and directs
the Huntington Programme on
US-India Relations at the Hoover
Institution, Stanford University

beyond Trump

ISHAN BAKSHI

EALING WITH Donald

Trump, as even America’s

long-cherished alliance

partners have learnt the

hard way, is often an
exercise in the impossible. More so
when there are few points of leverage to
be exploited.

Many in India have viewed Washing-
ton’s recent moves as pressure tactics of
a mercurial administration. They have
held on to the hope that over the longer
term, the convergence of strategic inter-
ests between the two countries will pre-
vail over any short-term ruptures in the
relationship. But that may no longer be
the case. The India-US relationship has
taken a turn for the worse.

There are economic and strategic rea-
sons why there appears to have been a
fundamental rethink in Washington over
the relationship and why American pol-
icy appears to have shifted accordingly.
The arm-twisting over oil imports, the
Russia sanctions law, which many
Democrats voted for, and the attack on
IT services and skilled labour mobility
are all part of a broader pattern. The
problem is larger. Which is why it may
outlive the current administration.

One, the US has been looking for ways
to de-risk, if not decouple, from China.
Beijing is no doubt the strategic threat for
Washington. By looking to shift manufac-
turing operations to India, it was trying to
build an alternative, friendlier source of
production to secure supply chains. But
thatidea does not appear to have taken off.
India’s China plus one play has not materi-
alised so far. With the exception of Apple
and a few others, not many have shifted to
the country at the level envisioned. Simply
put, the Indian economy hasn’t really
lived up to its expectations.

Two, with the rapid development and
deployment of Al, the need to outsource
to Indian IT firms may well appear, at
least from Washington’s point of view, to
be much less now. The labour cost arbi-
trage is only likely to whittle down
further. India also remains significantly
behind the technology frontier. It has no
stranglehold over any chokepoint. More-
over, the inherent conflict between Make
in India and the decision to favour cer-
tain Indian business houses has put off

not only domestic firms, but foreign
companies (read US) as well.

Three, the US may have concluded
that India simply does not have the heft
that Washington expected it to acquire to
counter China. It has neither the econ-
omic depth nor the strategic strength to
serve as a counterweight. The chasm be-
tween the country’s geopolitical aspir-
ations and its economic capabilities has
only deepened. Moreover, some of its re-
cent strategic choices have also been at
odds with Washington’s interests.

All this implies that if earlier the US
exercised restraint and gave India special
treatment — it was exempted from econ-
omic sanctions under CAATSA for pur-
chasing the S-400 missile defence sys-
tem from Russia — it is now far less likely
to do so, especially as its strategic and
economic calculus changes, and India
fails to develop any sources of leverage.
Cooperation, even if pursued at times, is
unlikely tolead to greater strategic coher-
ence or convergence.

Alongside, the shift to a more trans-
actional relationship framework under
Donald Trump has meant that every ac-
tion — or inaction for that matter — in-
vites a response, which may, at times,
seem disproportionate.

What India does, for instance, in the
domestic economy has often much
larger unappreciated consequences: You
can’t discriminate against big American
firms and expect no backlash now, es-
pecially with a White House that is more
closely aligned with big business. If India
has its oligarchs, so does the US. And
they can also retaliate.

And if for some reason the trade deal
is not concluding, then perhaps the US
administration has simply asked itself:
What is there for us to lose? And even if
an agreement is finalised, will it signifi-
cantly alter Washington’s larger calculus?

There are few indications that a fu-
ture Vance/Rubio administration or a
left-leaning Democratic White House
would substantially change tack, elevate
India's strategic importance, and accord
it more weight in economic and foreign
policy affairs.

In any scenario, Delhi hasto protect its
national interests. But it will also need to
make strategic choices. Indiadepends on
the US for tech, capital and markets, on
China for critical inputs and final goods
and on Russia for energy and defence im-
ports. It needs all three. Exhortations to
nationalism will not change that reality.

The writer is senior associate editor,
The Indian Express
ishan.bakshi@expressindia.com

SHINY VARGHESE

PROTEST SITES are not just geography;
they become cultural artefacts of ex-
pression. They connect people spatially
through codes of dress, song, slogan, and
movement. As spaces of resistance, they
bring the marginalised to the centre.It’san
inversion of power, unlike in a carnival,
where the dominant groupisin the centre.

So, with Delhi’s Jantar Mantar denoti-
fied as a protest site, the question to ask is
who the dominant group wantsto make in-
visible. As a site, it is approximately three
km from India Gate. The three new venues
designated by the Delhi Police —the Ram-
lila Ground in central Delhi (about five km),
the Burari Ground in north Delhi (about 20

When protestis pushed out of sight

km), and the CBD Ground in east Delhi
(about 12 km) — are like a man chopping a
treein the woods. Nobody seesit. It’s notin
the face of power like Jantar Mantar is or
India Gate was.

A2022 paper from Ahmedabad’s CEPT
University shows how the government of
the day began reclaiming Rajpath, the
stretch from Parliament to India Gate, over
theyears. The firstlayer of barricades came
up with the Nirbhaya protest of 2012, closer
to Parliament; the second layer came with
the Hathras protest and a complete closure
came in 2020 with the farmers’ protest.

The shrinking of protest spaces is not
unique to India.

Egypt’s Tahrir Square, which saw the
revolution in January 2011, has today been
dressed up with Nile cruises and museums.
Likewise, Tiananmen Square in Beijing is
now atourist attraction, with the Tank Man

imagery only embedded in our minds.
Tehran’s Azadi Tower, once a site for Iran’s
1979 Revolution, has today been appropri-
ated by the state to host sanctioned rallies.
There are exceptions such as London’s
Hyde Park and Place de la Bastille, Paris,
where dissent is still a way of life.

India’s massive infrastructure push has
expanded public capital expenditure from
Rs2lakh crore (2014-15) toRs 12.2 lakh crore
(2026-27), which includes bridges, high-
ways, railways, ports and the Metro; yet
thereislittle or no scope for public squares
or spaces where people can gather. The vir-
tual shutdown of the national Capital re-
cently was marked by red dots on central
Delhi’s map to guide people to their desti-
nations. Like pockmarks on the city’s face,
those red dots showed the dis-ease of dis-
comfort of those in power.

Nobel laureate Anne Carson, in a 2024

interview that’s currently doing the social
media rounds, completes René Descartes’
most-famous statement: “Dubito, ergo cog-
niti, ergo sum”, which reminds us how im-
portant doubt is to critical thinking. In our
ancienttexts, the vidushak played a promi-
nent role. But long before kings vacated
their thrones, the vidushak was gone. No
critic, no king.

Moving Jantar Mantar as a protest site
isnotonly away to hide from criticism but
also presents to the world that democracy
ismerely performance; as Greek economist
Yanis Varoufakis puts it, erasing people’s
power toact, to express and to resist. That’s
not becoming of a country that is set to be
the world’s third-largest economy.

The writer is senior associate editor,
The Indian Express
shiny.varghese@expressindia.com

Dear Elon, trust the
process. It will serve
Starlink well

SIGNALTONOISE
BY RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR

LON MUSK s one of the most

remarkable technology entre-

preneursof our era. Starlink is

a genuine marvel of satellite

engineering. But his October
8 post accusing India of protecting “crony
capitalists” is wrong in its facts, framing,
and strategy.

I have used Starlink, and I think it is
awesome. What is in question is the argu-
ment in his post — that India's regulatory
process reflects cronyism. That argument
does not survive contact with the facts.

Starlink is not the only company
awaitingsatellite broadband licensingin
India. It is one of three — alongside Re-
liance Jio’s satellite venture, Jio Satcom,
and Bharti-backed Eutelsat OneWeb. All
three are at the same stage: Security clear-
ance verification, then spectrum alloca-
tion. If this were cronyism designed to
protect Reliance Jio, it would be peculiar
cronyism — because Jio Satcom is itself
inthe queue, subject tothe same require-
ments as Starlink.

Indian law requires that any satellite-
based telecom service in India satisfy se-
curity conditions including lawful inter-
ception capability,
verification of network
nodes and ground sta-
tions, and confirmation
that Indian users’ data is
not routed through for-
eign territories without
authorisation. These are
notIndia-specificeccen-
tricities.  Equivalent
requirements exist in the
US, the EU, and virtually
every country that takes
communications secur-
ity seriously.

Satellite broadband is
qualitatively different
from terrestrial telecom. A
mobile tower has a fixed, auditable physi-
callocation. Starlink’s low-earth-orbit con-
stellation is different — traffic passes
through satellites and ground stations,
somelocated outside Indian territory. The
ability of Indian agencies to conduct lawful
interception depends on how Starlink
routesIndian users’ trafficand where those
ground stations sit.

Starlink has been a significant factor
in the Ukraine conflict, providing real-
time communications capability to mili-
tary units. India shares borders with two
nuclear-armed adversaries and has ex-
perienced decades of cross-border terror-
ism. In August 2017, SpaceX formally ex-
panded Starlink’s trademark registration
toinclude satellite imaging, remote sens-
ing, and communications for military ap-
plications. SpaceX has won US Air Force
contracts and Starlink’s constellation has
been explicitly integrated into US mili-
tary doctrine as a unified warfighting
architecture. This is notabroadband ser-
vice with incidental military uses. Itis a
dual-use strategic system.

Musk says Starlink is licensed in 165
countries. What he does not say is that
every one of those countries required spe-
cific security commitments before grant-

| ingthatlicence.Indiais doingexactlywhat

those countries did.

On Musk’s question, “Is Ambani the
Real Boss of India?”, the direct answer is:
No. The India Musk describes — where a
single conglomerate dictates regulatory
outcomes — is pre-2014 India: The 2G spec-
trum scam, spectrum allocated through
opaque “first come, first serve” free. The re-
forms of the Modi government, including
the spectrum auction framework I fought
forasan MPat considerable personal cost,
were specifically designed to change that.
The Open, Safe, Trusted, and Accountable
frameworkunderwhich India’stech sector
now operates applies to all players — In-
dian and foreign, large and small. That is
the opposite of cronyism.

Musk s not the first high-profile tech-
nology leader to discover that net worth
and global celebrity do not translate into
policyinfluence in democracies that take
their sovereignty seriously. Mark Zucker-
berg spent years resisting India’s data lo-
calisation requirements. Jeff Bezos flew
to India in 2020 with a $1 billion an-
nouncement, and found visits do not sub-
stitute for compliance. With 900 million
internet users, the world’s largest digital
payments ecosystem, and the fastest-
growing Al adoption curve in the devel-
oping world, the companies wanting ac-
cess need India as much or more than
India needs any one of them.

The most effective technology leaders
inIndia have understood this. Apple navi-
gated complex local sourcing require-
ments with patience and became India’s
biggestelectronics exporter. Samsung built
manufacturing capacity long before PLI
made it fashionable.
None of them posted their
frustrationonX. They en-
gaged, made their case
through proper channels,
and built relationships
that outlast any single
regulatory decision.

There is also some-
thingspecifically counter-
productive about the
“crony capitalism” charge
when deployed against
India’s telecom sector,
which hasbeen moresys-
tematically reformed
than almost any other in
the economy. More than
anyone, I can attest to that.

I want to end where I began: With
genuine respect for what Starlink repre-
sents and for what Musk has built. The
day Starlink or Jio Satcom or OneWeb is
licensed in India will be agood day for In-
dian connectivity — particularly in rural
and remote areas where terrestrial infra-
structure is thin.

But right now, Musk is generating a
great deal of noise. None of it is the signal.
Thesignalissimple: Complete the security
clearance process, satisfy India’s require-
mentsas you havesatisfied 165 others, and
Starlink will operate in India. A regulatory
process that can be accelerated by a
founder’s social media reach is not a pro-
cess. It is a favour. And India does not run
on favours anymore.

Patience isunavoidable, Elon. India s
doing what India must do — for its
citizens, for its security, and for the integ-
rity of the rules-based system it is build-
ing. That system will serve Starlink well,
when the process is complete. Trust it.

The writer, former MP, former minister of state
for Electronics & Information Technology,
Government of Indlia, is BJP Kerala state
president and MLA for Nemom.

Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Uniteasone

CONGRESS SHOULD recognise that
the CJP’sranks include bright and
committed young people who are
spearheading protests with the stated
objective of safeguarding democracy
and upholding the Constitution
(‘Citizens’ march to defend right to
vote sends a message to all
institutions’, IE, October 15). Its
leadership should engage construc-
tively with them and instructits sup-
portersto desist from unwarranted
attacks. The party must abandon its
big-brother attitude and recognise
that opposition unity requires
mutual respect, cooperationand a
willingness to put the larger national
interest above party considerations.
Tharcius S Fernando, Chennai

Staterepression

CITING THE cost of protests to the
public, evento the poor, is like declar-
ing them outside the purview of
citizens whose basic voting rights are
being trampled systematically
(‘Weigh public benefits of street pro-
test against costs on others, especially
poor’, IE, October 15). The inconven-

Kolkata

ience due to protestsis not always
caused by protesters, but also by the
administration, as a suppressingtool,
recently seen when railways were
cancelled, roads were barricaded,
and people were detained. The fight
isagainst many constitutional
entities, which existand are
mandated to uphold the Constitution
ifcitizens’ rights are being abused.
Prafull Chandra Sockey

Trump U-turn

THE US administration has often ar-
gued that India is funding Russia’s
war in Ukraine by buying Moscow’s
crude oil. Butin a U-turn, Donald
Trump hasannounced a deal under
which Russia will supply hundreds of
thousands of tonnes of diesel to the
US and global markets (‘In Trump-
Putin deal, a message for Europe,
India’, IE, October 15). His actions are
clearly driven by desperation ahead
of midterm elections in which his Re-
publican Party is poised to suffer
losses. Until now, India has moulded
itsenergy import policies in line with
Trump’s demands, be it Venezuela,
Iran or Russia. That must end now.
SSPaul, Nadia
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Presidential palace
in Aden face Houthi
strike, guardskilled

PM, Cabinet safe;
Coalition says
Houthis targeted
key Saudi sites

Reuters
Cairo, Dubai, October15

YEMEN’S HOUTHIS fired mis-
siles at the presidential palace
complex in the southern city of
Aden Thursday, killing two
guards, while the Saudi-led co-
alitionin Yemen detailed dozens
of attacks on Saudi infrastruc-
ture in the escalating conflict.

Theattackwasthefirstinthe
current conflict between the
Iran-aligned Houthis and Saudi
Arabiaon Aden’sal-Maashiq pal-
ace, the seat of Yemen’s Saudi-
backed and internationally-rec-
ognised government.

The government's prime
minister and cabinet members
were safe following the attack,
Yemeni Information Minister
Moammar al-Eryani said. Wit-
nesses told Reuters they heard
loud booms near the palace.
Yemen'’s cabinet said the attack
involved missiles and drones,
and officials told Reuters that
two guards were killed.

Houthi military spokesper-
son Yahya Saree said the Hou-
this had bombed what he de-
scribed as the Saudi military
operations headquarters in
Aden, as part of the group’s de-

A screengrab of a social media video shows smoke rising from the
presidential palace complex, in Aden, Yemen, on Thursday. REuTeRs

clared policy of targeting
“Saudi reinforcements
wherever they were located”.

The Houthi-run news
agency SABA said the head-
quarters was run by Saudi of-
ficers and that there were
weapons depots there.

Last week, government
forces launched a campaign to
recapture areas controlled by
the Houthis, recovering ground
near Bab el-Mandeb Strait, a
global shipping artery. Resi-
dents of Taiz, northwest of
Aden, havesaid they face inten-
sifying bombardment and
dwindling supplies as Houthis
tighten their grip on areas near
Yemen’s third-largest city.

As Saudi Arabia backs gov-
ernment forces, the Houthis
have been firing ballistic mis-
siles and drones at Saudi air-
ports, ports and oil installa-
tions, turningthe US ally intoa
pressure point in the wider war

and threatening its ambitious
economic plans.

On Thursday, the Saudi-led
coalition said the Houthis had
attempted to attack dozens of
sites, underscoring the threat to
civilian infrastructure. The UN
aviation agency’s governing
council condemned recent Hou-
thiattacksonSaudiairports, air-
craftand aviation infrastructure.

Coalition spokesperson
Turki al-Maliki said Houthi at-
tacks on Riyadh’s King Khalid
International Airport this
month had killed 17 people and
wounded 333.

The coalition said attacks on
Abha airport near the Yemeni
border killed three people and
wounded 28.Maliki said the
Houthis had acquired ad-
vanced military technology, in-
cluding ballistic missiles,
drones and explosive-laden
speedboats, with help from “re-
gional actors™.

Harry & Meghan Return

Prince Harry and Meghan, the Duke and Duchess of Sussex, visit The Community Recording Studio, a youth
charity in Nottingham, on Thursday, during their first public appearance since returning to Britain. ap

Trump cancels livestream of military
execution of Fort Hood shooter Nidal

Reuters
Washington, October 15

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
has cancelled the planned live-
stream of the execution of the
former US Army major who
killed 13 people at Texas’ Fort
Hood, saying on Thursday that
he had overruled his defence
chiefwhohadintendedittobea
public spectacle.

Defence Secretary Pete Heg-
seth had announced earlier this
month Nidal Hasan would be
executed by a firing squad on
December 3 at the Fort Hood
military base, the site of Hasan’s

Nidal Hasan
was charged
with killing 13
people and
injuring 31

in 2009. FiLe

2009 attack, surprising many by
saying it would be broadcast live.

Trump and his advisers had
been unaware of the livestream
plan before Hegseth's an-
nouncement in a media inter-
view, according to a White
House official speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.

“Ithinkstreaming the execu-
tion for all to see might have
been a strong deterrent for the
World to witness how America
deals with Terrorists and SCUM
like Hasan but, many very good
and well meaning people would
rather not watch him die,
through streaming, or through
any othervisual device,” Trump
wrote on social media. “He will
die... by firing squad, but this
event will not be streamed.”

The families of Hasan's vic-
tims will be able to view the
execution in person if they so
choose, as is standard at US
executions.

WILL HALT STRIKES ONLY IF WE GET MORE U.S. PATRIOT INTERCEPTORS, SAYS UKRAINE PRESIDENT

Zelenskyy says ‘done’ with Trump’s
energy truce, hits Russian refineries

Ukrainian drone
strike caused fire at
refinery: Ryazan Gov

Reuters
Kyiv, October 15

UKRAINE STRUCK a Russian
oil refinery Thursday, after
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said Kyiv was “done” sup-
porting a ceasefire on energy
targets announced by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump was ig-
nored by Russia.

Since Trump’s surprise an-
nouncement on Sunday that
Russiaand Ukraine had agreed
to halt attacks on energy, Kyiv
had suspended attacks on Rus-
sian refineries, which Trump
blames for raising diesel prices
on global markets.

But in the days that fol-
lowed, Russia rained down
deadly missile and drone
strikes, including on energy tar-
gets such as power stations,
knocking out power to thou-
sands of people.

Inaninterview with the Fi-
nancial Times published
Thursday, Zelenskyy said
UKraine's patience had run out.

A supermarket damaged by a Russian jet drone in Odesa region,
Ukraine, on Thursday. ReuTers

“Theblock (on attacking re-
fineries) is out. We’re done,” he
told the newspaper.

Zelenskyy also made clear
he believed that changes in the
capability of the military version
of SpaceX’s Starlink receptors,
which have curbed Ukraine’s
ability to use them to pilot its
drones, were a policy decision.
“Itwas not a technical problem,
itwas the will,” he told the FT.

In a social media post over-
night, SpaceX boss Elon Musk

said usage of the military version
of Starlink, known as Starshield,
was ultimately up to Trump, as
president of the United States.

“Starshield systems are
owned and controlled by the
US government. Any limits on
speed or usage are decided by
the US military and ultimately
POTUS,” Musk wrote.

A Ukrainian official con-
firmed that Ukraine had hita
Russian refinery overnightinre-
sponse to Moscow's heavy bal-

listic missile and drone attacks
that violated the energy truce.

Ukraine’s latest target was a
refinery in the Ryazan region
southeast of Moscow, which is
owned by state oil major Ros-
neftand accounts for nearly 5%
of Russia’s refinery throughput,
helping supply the capital.

Regional governor Pavel
Malkov said in a post on Tele-
gram that a major Ukrainian
drone attack had caused a fire
at the refinery. Damage was
being assessed and emergency
services were at the scene.

In the latest attacks on
Ukraine, three people were
killed and six wounded in the
central region of Kirovohrad
overnight, as Russia launched
more than 500 drones.

In the FT interview, Zelen-
skyy criticised Washington's
eagerness to strike business
deals with Moscow and
Trump’s apparent admiration
for Russia's Vladimir Putin.

Asked whether Ukraine
would beopentohaltingenergy
strikesasaway of repairing rela-
tions with the White House, Ze-
lenskyy said he could agree only
if in return he were given more
US-made Patriot interceptors,
calling it the “minimum” that
would be acceptable.

Russia builds drone base near border in 6 weeks

Reuters
London, October15

RUSSIA HAS nearly finished
building a major new base for
launching jet-powered drones
in just six weeks, according to
defence experts and a Reuters
analysis of satellite imagery, in
thelatest expansion of its attack
capability close to Ukraine.
The site in what was an
empty field in Russia’s south-
western Rostov region on August
31had become acomplex facility
the size of around 126 soccer

pitchesby Wednesday, commer-
cial imagery provided by Planet
Labs and Airbus showed.

The construction coincides
with a surge in the use of Rus-
sian jet-powered attack drones
against Ukraine, which isstrug-
gling to intercept the faster
weapons that can travel at
speeds of upto 600 km per hour.

Mike Monnik, founder and
CEO of private intelligence com-
pany DroneSec, said the site in
theimagerywould be capable of
launching the Geran-4 and
Geran-5models, Russia's newest

types of jet-powered drone.

He said the western edge of
the facility showed eight plat-
forms for launch rails capable
of firing those drones, adding to
an existing Russian network of
at least 11 fixed launch sites
used for drone attacks on
Ukraine.

“The speed of construction
... demonstrates the ease with
which Russia can bring now-es-
tablished offensive capabilities
to bear rapidly,” Monnik said.

The site, he added, looked
very close to completion and it

will be “probably a matter of
weeks before (it is) fully oper-
ational, if not earlier.”

The construction of the fa-
cility coincides with worsening
relations between Russia and
the NATO military alliance.

European governments ac-
cuse Moscow of stepping up a
campaign of sabotage, drone
incursions and cyberattacks
against them, while Russia
warned last month it could use
nuclear weapons if NATO at-
tempted to cut off its Kalining-
rad exclave.

Russiarestarts
diesel exports
after deal with
Trump: Kremlin

Moscow: The Kremlin said
Thursday Russian diesel had
begun to reach global markets
following an agreement with
US President Donald Trump.

“The diesel has started
reaching global markets and is
expected to have a positive ef-
fect on stabilising oil markets,
although it will not be enough
to fully stabilize them,” Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told reporters on a daily confer-
ence call.

LSEG data showed on Wed-
nesday that Russia had resumed
diesel export loadings from the
Baltic port of Primorsk.

According to the shipping
data, a tanker carrying around
40,000 metric tons of ultra-low
sulphur diesel was loaded on
October 13 and was heading to-
wards Morocco. REUTERS

Moscow police
guestion Novaya
Gazeta editor,
search hishome

Moscow: The editor-in-chief of
Russian independent news-
paper Novaya Gazeta was
taken in for questioning by in-
vestigators in Moscow on
Thursday, the outlet said, after
authorities searched hishome.

The TASS state news agency
said Sergei Sokolov was being
questioned in a case regarding
“unlawful use of personal data”
following a search at his home.

Novaya Gazeta said staff
lost contact with Sokolov
around noon local time, before
an editorial meeting. REUTERS

German cops seize robot
that groped 16-yr-old girl,
probe who ‘controlled’ it

Associated Press
Cologne, October15

GERMAN AUTHORITIES
opened an investigation into
possible sexual harassment
after a robot controlled by two
young men touched the but-
tocks of a 16-year-old girl and
made thrusting movements to-
ward her, police said.

Police in the western city of
Cologne responded after the
incident overnight Saturday to
Sunday in which the robot’s
suspected 16-year-old owner
and a 19-year-old companion
were said to have filmed the al-
leged assault. They were said to
have streamed the incidentand
commentated on it online.

Cologne police spokesman
Christoph Bermel said the two
male teenagers have not been
charged but are considered sus-
pects, and investigators were
examining whether the robot’s
movements Wwere prepro-
grammed or controlled in real
time. Police were unfamiliarwith
this type of incident, he said.

“We have not been aware of
thephenomenonsofar,” Bermel

A handout from the Cologne
Police shows the robot that
was seized as evidence. A

told TheAssociated Press, saying
itwas “new territory for us.”

Emergency teams that were
dispatched to the scene near a
fast-food restaurant found the
robot in the trunk of a vehicle,
Cologne police said in a state-
ment on Monday. The robot
and the two young men’s mo-
bile phones were confiscated.

North Rhine Westphalia Po-
lice Cologne, on Facebook,
posted an image of the red-and-
gold robot lying on the ground.

The robot, said to be 120
centimeterstall, was dressed in
a white tank top, black sweat-
pantsand wearinga gold chain
and sunglasses.

Two ships ablaze
off Romanian

Black Sea coast,
7/ sailors missing

Reuters
Bucharest, October 15

RESCUERS WERE searching
for seven missing crew on
Thursday from one of two
chemical tankers that caught
fire overnight just outside Ro-
manian territorial watersin the
BlackSea, after Russian drones
strayed into national airspace,
Romanian officials said.

Romanian President Nicusor
Dansaid the two ships had been
struckby drones, butdeclined to
say whether they were Russian.

“Two air drones hit them,”
Dan told reporters in Brussels
ahead of a summit of EU
leaders, adding only a few
hours had elapsed since the
strikes and Romania was wait-
ing for more information.
“There will be a reaction from
theRomanianstate,” headded.

The two ships hit overnight
were both anchored in the
Black Sea near the mouth of the
Sulina canal leading into the
Danube River, amajor shipping
route used by Ukraine as Russia
has attacked Ukraine's own
Black Sea ports.

34 children, teacher
killed as school roof
collapsesin Pakistan

Press Trust of India
Peshawar, October 15

AT LEAST 34 children and a
teacher were killed when the
roof of a private school collapsed
on Thursday in Peshawar, the
capital of Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, hospi-
tal authorities and police said.

Theincident occurred in Dir
Colony in the congested inner
city area, Peshawar Capital City
Police chief Mian Saeed said.

Thirty students were present
inclassrooms on the upper floor
of the Al-Khair School when the
roof collapsed, he said. The
owner, who was operating the
institution asan education trust,
has been arrested, he said, ad-
ding theroofofthebuildingwas
poorly constructed.

Thirty-two children and a
teacherwere brought dead tothe
LadyReading Hospital in Pesha-
war, hospital spokesperson Mu-
hammad Asim told PTT.

Asim said 20 injured
children were also brought to
the LRH hospital. Most of them
were discharged after first aid.

e

Rescue workers search through
the rubble at the site of a roof
collapse at a private schoolin
Peshawar on Thursday. ap

Three critically injured
children, who sustained head
injuries, had been admitted to
the hospital, he added.

An emergency was declared
at the hospital to treat the in-
jured, Asim said, adding all of
the children killed or injured in
incident were age 13 or youngetr.

President Asif Ali Zardari
and PM Shehbaz Sharif ex-
pressed deep grief over the loss
of life in the mishap and ex-
tended condolences to the be-
reaved families.

® SRILANKA'S FOREST COVER HAS PLUMMETED FROM ROUGHLY 70% IN THE 1920s TO ABOUT 34% TODAY, ACCORDING TO WORLD BANK DATA; 70% OF WILD ELEPHANTS LIVE OUTSIDE PROTECTED AREAS

In Sri Lanka, shrinking habitats fuel conflict between humans and elephants

Reuters
Galgamuwa, October 15

CLAD IN his khaki wildlife of-
ficer’s uniform, Dewagiri Mu-
diyanselage Thilakaratne Ban-
dara rides his motorbike the
short distance from hishome to
the electric fence that is the
main line of defence against the
dozens of wild elephants that
live in the rapidly shrinking for-
est nearby.

The fence stretches 14 km
along the Siyambalangamuwa
tank, a reservoir in the island's
northwest, to protect the more
than 2,000 families who live in
the nearby villages.

Galgamuwa is on the front
line of one of the world's most

serious human-elephant con-
flicts. An average of 138 people
have been killed in encounters
with the animals each year in
Sri Lanka since 2019, the sec-
ond-highest death toll in the
world. The death toll for ele-
phants, forced into villages for
food as their habitat shrinks,
climbed to an average of 402 a
year during the same period,
the world's highest.

“Twenty years ago, we did-
n't have this situation because
across from the tank there were
large forests, but they were
eventually cleared and then the
elephants started moving
closer and that's how this vil-
lage started being affected,”
Bandara said, as he worked to

repair the fence with his team.

“Whenwewerelittle, we had
togotoacornerofthetanktosee
elephants. Now, in the nights, the
elephants cometosee us.”

Sri Lankans have deep cul-
tural ties with elephants. The
animals feature in colourful
temple pageants, and owning
oneisastatussymbol. Elephants
arealsoamainstay oftheisland's
$4 billion tourism industry.

Butelephantdeathsreached
arecord high of 488 in 2023, ac-
cording to the Department of
Wildlife Conservation (DWC).

Datashows dozenswereshot
as they encroached on villages,
while others died from poison-
ing, electrocution, in train acci-
dents or after falling into wells.

SriLankan soldiers and wildlife officials use an excavatortoturna
sick elephant during treatment in Ambanpola. ReuTers

Bandara, 48, has first-hand
experience of how devastating
the human-elephant conflict
canbe.

Last December, an elephant
wandered into Bandara's back-
yard to snack on mangoes. He
attacked Bandara and his wife,

Rathnayake Mudiyanselage
Shirani Rathnayake, after she
rushed to help him.

Bandara was left with a
broken leg and dislocated
shoulder. Rathnayake, also 48,
was trampled and had to have
her right leg amputated. She
now uses a wheelchair.

“Our lives are now com-
pletely different from before the
elephant attack. My wife and I
used to do everything together.
We used to farm together. But
200% of those activities have
been disrupted. Now we
must look after her and the
mental strain of that is some-
thing we both feel,” Bandara
said, standing outside hishome.

Villagers have been forced

Kolkata

to adapt their daily lives to re-
duce therisk of confrontations.
The nearby school startsles-
sons 30 minutes after the na-
tionally mandated time of 7:30
am to avoid the early morning
when elephants might be
around. Villagers also finish
work earlier so they can get
home before dark, while fu-
nerals and weddings are sched-
uled to minimise the chanceof
an elephant encounter.
Bandara and his neighbours
have a WhatsApp group dedi-
cated to tracking elephant
movements. Neighbours often
come together to try and chase
away any elephants that attempt
araid, yelling and lighting fire-
crackers, and also take people to

hospital intheevent of an attack.

Bandara supports ending
forest clearing, usually done for
farming, and wants to see a
commitment to reforestation.
Sri Lanka's forest cover has
plummeted from roughly 70%
inthe1920sto about 34% today;,
World Bank data shows.

To complicate matters, as
many as 70% of Sri Lanka’s esti-
mated 7451 wild elephants live
outside protected areas. The ele-
phant population is also grow-
ing, recording a 27% increase
from a decade ago, according
tothelatest census data.

“Ido not feel any hatred to-
wards animal or any animal.IT
was hungry because of activ-
itiesofhumans,” Bandara said.
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JIOEYEING INDIA’S EXPANDING DIGITAL ECONOMY

IPO proceeds will
make Jio debt-free,
says Akash Ambani

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 15

JIO PLATFORMS, the telecom
and digital services arm of Re-
liance Industries (RIL), is look-
ing to tap a significant share of
India’s expanding digital econ-
omy, which isexpected toreach
$14 trillion by the financial year
2030-31, and become a debt-
free company, Managing Di-
rector Akash Ambani said
ahead of the company’s initial
public offering (IPO).

Ambani said the proceeds
from the IPO would be used to
reduce the company’s net debt,
while future growth invest-
ments would be funded
through operating revenuesand
cash flows.

JioPlatformsis preparing for
what is expected tobe one of the
country’slargest public offerings
to raise over Rs 37000 crore.

“We have almost $3 billion of
net debt on our books. The full
proceedstakeustobeanetdebt-
free company, and the growth
capital is something that will
flow from our revenues,” Am-
bani said at a press conference.

The announcement of Jio’s
IPOcomesamid anallegation by
Elon Musk over delays in grant-
ing final security clearance for
Starlink’s launch in India.

Musk has accused the gov-
ernmentand RIL Chairman Mu-
kesh Ambani of stalling Star-
link’s entry to protect Reliance
Jio’s market position, allegations
the Centre hasrejected.

He said that around 30% of
the company’s revenue flows
intofree cash flow, which would
continue to be invested to de-
liver value to customers.

Ambani said Jio expected
growth acrossits mobility, enter-
prise, home broadband and digi-
tal services businesses to sup-
port revenue expansion. The

The Jio Platforms Limited IPO, set to be the India’s largest, will hit
the market on October 21. ani

company has also improved its
earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amortisation
(EBITDA) margin from 50% to
53% over the past three years.

He said further improve-
ments were possible through
technology-led optimisation
and the introduction of services
beyond those requiring telecom
licences.

Services key to growth

On the possibility of future
tariff increases, Ambani said
the company had the ability to
raise prices but wanted to
prioritise offering additional
services to customers rather
than relying primarily on per-
gigabyte data pricing.

“We have the most afford-
able plansin India, and we have
the price lever that we can
always play. But our first en-
deavour is to deliver more ser-
vices to our users and extract
value that our competitors have
left,” he said.

He added that tariffs were
only one of the several ways to
increase value, with the com-
pany continuing to focus on af-
fordability and service quality.

Jio’slarge customer base and

technology infrastructure would
provide opportunities toexpand
its offerings across mobile con-
nectivity, home broadband and
enterprise services.

Wireless technology to
expand
Ambani said Jio’s proprie-
tary unlicensed-band radio
(UBR)technology had expanded
the company’saddressable mar-
ket forhomebroadband from40
million homes to 100 million
homes. The networkequipment
rollout for the technology had
been completed, allowing the
company to connect homes
wirelessly at the last mile.
Ambani said Jio would be
ableto provide homebroadband
connectivity within 48 hours of
acustomer’s request.
Jio has also been expanding
its fixed broadband business.
Its technology investments,
includingitsstandalone 5G net-
work and proprietary broad-
band technologies, have been
identified as important advan-
tagesinthe company’s effortsto
expand connectivity and im-
prove network economics.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Net direct tax
mop-up grows
13% till Oct 14

New Delhi: Net direct tax col-
lection hasincreased 13.21%
toabout Rs13.381akh crore
so far this financial year,
reaching about 50% ofthe
full year budget target. The
growth in directtax collec-
tionbetween April1and Oc-
tober14 thisfiscalis driven
by arobust20% growthin
corporate taxes, despitea
67% increase in refunds to
non-corporate taxpayers. PTI

HLL Lifecare
launches
digital store

New Delhi: HLL Lifecare
Ltd (HLL) Thursday
launched a digital store to
expand access to its prod-
ucts and services, the com-
pany said. The ‘HLL eStore’
will allow customers,
partners and healthcare
institutions to connect
with HLL from

anywhere, atany time. It
has played a key role in
strengthening the health-
care system. ENS

Closing auction
session: SEBI
revises norms

Mumbai: The SEBIon
Thursday revised the
framework for the Closing
Auction Session (CAS),
changingtrading timings,
and the methodology for
determining settlement
prices of stock and index
derivatives contracts. Now
the 10-minute CAS will op-
erate from 3:30 pmto 3:40
pmonalltrading days,
while tradinginindexand
stock derivatives will con-
tinue until 3:45 pm, with
certain exceptions for ex-
piring index derivatives
contracts. PTI

Essar Oil & Gas
wins 5 coal-bed
methaneblocks

New Delhi: Essar Oil & Gas Ltd
hassecured five coal-bed
methane (CBM)blocks across
West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh and Telangana, ad-
dingabout1,281squareKkilo-
metres of acreage with esti-
mated gas-in-place resources
of 6.6 trillion cubic feet. ENS

SCupholds
quashing of
Yes Bank’s AT-1
bonds’ write off

Mumbai: The Supreme Court
on Thursday upheld the quash-
ing of the Yes Bank’s Rs 8,415-
crore Additional Tier-1 (AT-1)
bond write-off.

Following the ruling, the
lender’s shares plunged 14.43%
to Rs 18.15 on the stock ex-
changes. The bank said it was
examiningthejudgmentandits
implications before makingany
further disclosures, as required.

In adisclosure to the stock
exchanges, Yes Bank said the
judgment, pronounced on Oc-
tober 15, arose from appeals
against the Bombay High
Court’s January 20, 2023 deci-
sion setting aside the write-
down of the AT-1bonds.

Thebanksaid it would make
further disclosures as may be
required after examining the
order. It also stated that, apart
from the Supreme Court judg-
ment and information already
available in the public domain,
it was not aware of any undis-
closed information orevent con-
cerning the bank that could ex-
plain the movement in its
securities.ENS ~ FULLREPORTON
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TATA TRUSTS REPLY TO CHARITY COMMISSIONER OFFICE

‘Mehli doesn’t have legal right
tocontest changesin Trusts’

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 15

TATATRUSTS have challenged
former trustee Mehli Mistry’s
legal standing to contest
changes involving the Trusts,
arguing that his objections are
not maintainable after the ex-
piry of his three-year tenure.

In a reply submitted to the
Maharashtra Charity Commis-
sioner’s office, the trusts have
also contended that the pro-
ceedings cannot be used to
raise broader questions about
their governance, administra-
tion and other trustees’ ap-
pointment or eligibility.

The trusts have urged the
authority todecide preliminary
questions concerning the
maintainability of Mistry’s
objections before examining
the merits of the allegations
raised by him.

According to their sub-
mission, the scope of the pro-
ceedingsislimited to determin-
ing whether his trusteeship
ceased after the completion of
his term.

Mistry’s three-year tenure
ended on October 28, 2025.

Tata Trusts have argued
that, with the expiry of his ap-
pointment, he cannot continue
toraise objectionsin the capac-
ity of atrustee. They have main-
tained thatissuesrelatingtothe

functioning and administra-
tion of the trusts fall outside the
limited question currently be-
fore the Charity Commissioner.

Circumstances
around Mistry’s exit

Mistry, a close confidant of
the late Tata Group patriarch
Ratan Tata, haslevelled several
allegations against fellow
trustees, including Vice-
Chairmen Venu Srinivasan and
Vijay Singh. He has also in-
formed the Charity Commis-
sioner that he does not wish to
serve as a trustee of any of the
13 Tata Trusts, which collec-
tively own 66% of Tata Sons,
the principal holding company
of the group.

The dispute centres on the
circumstances surrounding
Mistry’s exit from the two trusts
and the extent to which the
Charity Commissioner can
examine the issues he has
raised. Tata Trusts have argued
that the authority should first
establish whether his objec-
tions can be considered in the
current proceedings, rather
than move directly to the sub-
stantive allegations.

Mistry was appointed a
trustee of the Bai Hirabai Trust
forathree-year term beginning
October 29, 2022. In its reply,
Tata Trusts stated that Mistry
had accepted the appointment

onthose termsin aletter dated
November 25, 2022, written in
response to a communication
fromRatan Tata, whowas then
the chairman.

The trusts have relied on the
terms of that appointment to
support their argument that
Mistry’s tenure ended on Oc-
tober 28, 2025. Their position is
that the proceedings before the
Charity Commissioner are con-
fined to the question of the ces-
sation of his trusteeship and
should not be expanded to
cover separate disputes con-
cerning the eligibility of other
trustees or the administration
of the institutions.

Mistry’s objections, how-
ever, extend beyond his own
position on the boards. He has
raised questions concerning
trustee appointments, govern-
ance and decision-making
within the Tata Trusts, as well
as issues involving the admin-
istration of the charitable insti-
tutions. His allegations have
brought the internal differences
among trustees into sharper
focus. The dispute hasunfolded
against the backdrop of dis-
agreements over trustee ap-
pointments and the decision-
making process within the
trusts following Ratan Tata’s
death in October 2024.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Kishor Kadam
Mumbai, October 15

INDIAN EQUITIES bucked a
sharpsell-off across Asian mar-
kets on Thursday, with the Sen-
sex soaring more than 1,500
points and the Nifty endingjust
shy of the 23,000 mark.

Hopes of an early India-US
trade deal, easing crude oil
prices and a stronger rupee
lifted sentiment, making do-
mestic benchmarks the best
performers in the region.

However, while heavy-
weight stocks drove the bench-
marks higher, the broader mar-
ket remained under pressure,
with declining stocks outnum-
beringadvancing ones. Foreign

Sensex soars over 2%,
defies Asian sell-off

portfolio investors also con-
tinued towithdraw funds from
Indian equities.

The Sensex surged 1,533.72
points, or 2.11%, to close at
74,315.61, while the Nifty rose
374.65 points, or 1.66%, to settle
at 22,997.35. Both benchmarks
recorded their biggest single-day
gains in four months.

Foreign investors remained
net sellers, offloading shares
worth Rs 5,285.37 crore on Thurs-
day. Their cumulative outflows
in October reached Rs 44,008
crore, or about $4.6 billion, the
highest in five months. Domestic
institutional investors provided
some support, purchasing
equities worth Rs 3,319.39 crore
during the session. FE

Shubham Rana
New Delhi, October 15

THE BASE year revision of In-
dia’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) series earlier this year is
a “welcome development,”
and the changes in methodol-
ogy are in line with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund’s
(IMF) advice, the Fund’s Asia
and Pacific Department Di-
rector Krishna Srinivasan said
on Thursday.

“On the issue of GDP revi-
sion, they have revised the base
and the use of PPI (Producer
Price Index) and IIP (Index of

IMF hails India’s GDP revision

Industrial Production) to revise
the production side of GDP.
These are welcome develop-
ments and these revisions to
the methodology are entirely
consistent with the advice
we’ve been giving them,” Srini-
vasan said at a press confer-
ence. The IMF, in its 2025 an-
nual review, gave India’s
national accounts statistics,
which include GDP and Gross
Value Added (GVA),a‘C’ grade,
suggesting methodological and
coverage-related shortcom-
ings. The ‘C’ grade was for the
old GDPseries, which had FY12
asthebase year. FE

Sitharaman meets paneSé édunterpart

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman met her Japanese counterpart Satsuki Katayama on Thursday on the
sidelines of the World Bank-IMF annual meeting in Bangkok. They discussed a formal FinTech cooperation
framework, CBDC use cases, cybersecurity cooperation, and the role of Alin financial services. x/FINVININDIA

Air India CEO forms team to spot cost
savings opportunities amid headwinds

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, October 15

GRAPPLING WITH severe
headwinds and mounting
losses, Tata group airline Air
India has set up a dedicated
multidisciplinary, cross-func-
tional team to identify cost-sav-
ing opportunities across the the
airline group, with the new
CEO Tewolde Gebremariam
listing “cost consciousness” as
acritical priority for the carrier.

Aspart of the endeavour, Air
India has tightened approvals
for staff’s on-duty travel and is
also launching an initiative to
reward employees for cost re-
ductionideas.

“They (cost savings team)
will systematically review all
expenditure and identify cost-
saving opportunities across
functions. Please extend your

full support and cooperation to
the team astheyundertake this
important effort to help deliver
cost efficiencies across the or-
ganisation,” Gebremariam said
in an internal message to em-
ployees, urging themtobuild a
mindset of “frugality, account-
ability, and thoughtful deci-
sion-making”.

“We should continually
challenge ourselves to ask — is
this expenditure necessary? Is
there a more efficient way to
achieve the same outcome?
Small decisions, taken consist-
ently across the organisation,
can collectively strengthen our
financial resilience,” said the
new Air India CEO, who for-
mally took charge on October 1.

He said that the airline is
navigating an “exceptionally
challenging operating environ-
ment”.

Inthe face of challenges —
which include external head-
winds like airspace closures
and surging jet fuel prices, as
well as the impact of last
year’s devastating crash of
flight AI 171 — Air India
posted a consolidated loss of
over Rs 22,000 crore in 2025-
26, more than double of its
loss in the previous financial
year. Amid the crises, Air
India is also seeking about $1.5
billion from shareholders
Tata Sons and Singapore Air-
lines, itis learnt.

Accordingtosourcesin the
know, Gebremariam is also
actively pursuing deeper inte-
gration and operational syn-
ergy between Air India and its
budget airline Air India Ex-
press to curb widening finan-
cial losses. FULLREPORTON
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Sensex NIFTY
74,315.61 2299735

1,533.72 | 374.65
2.11% 1.66%

Gold v US Dollar v
31,45,942 395.05
) @
Silver v Oil v
¥2,08,275 $121.14

NOTE: GOLD, SILVER RATES AS PER INDIA BULLION AND JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION DATA
GOLD PER10G, SILVER PER 1KG; CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF OCTOBER 14, 2026

Tais TAMIL NADU MEDICINAL PLANT FARMS &
== HERBAL MEDICINE CORPORATION LTD.,

(A Government of Tamil Nadu Undertaking)

Regd. Office: Anna Hospital Campus, Arumbakkam, Chennai-600 106
Phone: 044-26216696 E-mail : tampcolho@gmail.com
E-TENDER NOTICE Ref No.: 1967/Tam/Pur/OT/2026-27

E-Tenders are invited through two cover
system from the eligible bidders for the supply
of Raw Drugs, Eligibility of the tenderer and
other conditions are stipulated in the Bid
document. Complete e-tenders documents can
be viewed and downloaded at free of cost
from Government
"https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app”. EMD
to be paid & the bids to be submitted through
e-tender portal only.
DIPR/3151/TENDER/2026

tender website

General Manager

The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

HM M I-I“ (A Govt. of Kerala Undertaking) Sankaramangalam, Kollam 691583
#o Phone: 0476-2651215 to 217 e-mail: md@kmml.com

TENDER NOTICE

For more details, please visit E-Tendering Portal, https:/letenders.kerala.gov.in or www.kmml.com

No.| Tender ID

Item

—

.| 2026_KMML_878791_1

Loading of Iron oxide to
KEIL vehicle

Chavara 15.10.2026

Sd/- Managing Director for The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd.

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(OF THE BRIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA)

TENDER NOTICE
E-tenders are re-invited for the supply of following item.

(1) 82156.

Note: For more details, log on to

PRO/AAM(M)/75/2026

website https://mahatenders.gov.in

GENERAL MANAGER

NIT No.: CE(P)/WBSETCL/Composite Pkg-C12 (2" call)/26-27/33
er is invited from bonafide, eligible bidders having experience in doing
r nature of work for construction of the following under the jurisdiction

of Chief Engineer (Procurement):-

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
TRANSMISSION COMPANY LIMITED
(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise)
Registered Office: Vidyut Bhavan,Block-DJ, Sector-ll, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700091
CIN: U40101WB2007SGC113474 e web: www.wbsetcl.in

Date: 16.10.2026
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© STRONG CONTROLS, CUSTOMER TRUST AND RESILIENCE KEY TO SUSTAINABLE GROWTH, SAYS SWAMINATHAN

Oversight mustkeep pace with growth: RBI Deputy Governor

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, October 15

THE RESERVE Bank of India
(RBI) Deputy Governor Swami-
nathanJon Thursday said that
oversight and internal controls
must strengthen as financial
institutions grow, warning that
expansion without adequate
safeguards could undermine
long-term sustainability.
Speaking at the Financial
Express Modern BFSI Summit
in Mumbai, Swaminathan
said institutions must treat
stakeholders, particularly cus-
tomers, fairly and earn their
trust every day to build sus-
tainable balance sheets.
“Oversight and controls

S FINANCIAL EXPRESS....
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should also grow, commensur-
ate with or keep pace with the
growth of the organisation.
Then you are building a model
that is sustainable,” he said.
Growth, he emphasised,
should not be measured
merely by its pace, scale or
size, but also by the strength of
the controls underpinning it.
Swaminathan said the
Indian financial system was
entering its next phase from a

e

Growth should not be gauged
merely by its pace, scale or
size, but also by the strength of
the controls underpinningit,
Swaminathan said. LINKEDIN

position of strength, supported
by improved asset quality and
comfortable capital buffers.

The challenge, however, was to
preserve these strengths asthe
system expanded, became
more technology-intensive
and increasingly intercon-
nected. He outlined three prio-
rities for financial institutions.
First, as institutions pursue
growth and reduce friction,
controls must evolve alongside
business processes.

Second, trust must be
treated as an asset requiring
continuous investment. Third,
resilience must be measured
not merely by the ability to
withstand disruptions, but
also by how quickly institu-
tions can detect problems, take
decisions and recover.

He said customer trust was

tested every day through the
sale of financial products, the
handling of customer dataand
the resolution of grievances.

The deputy governor also
stressed the importance of
making financial products and
services affordable, while re-
sponding to a question on the
draft insurance guidelines pro-
posing tighter commission
norms. He emphasized that
achieving the vision of univer-
sal access toinsurance, invest-
ments, social security and pen-
sions under Viksit Bharat 2047
would require financial insti-
tutions to bring down the cost
of delivering these products
and services.

“All products are made fairly

accessible, but are they afford-
ableaswell?Ifnot, then they will
reach only a small market and
leave out a large market,”
Swaminathan said.

He said affordability was an
important consideration be-
hind the proposed guidelines.
The Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) would examine
the feedback received from
stakeholders before taking a
final decision.

Asked whether tighter com-
mission norms could hurt
banks' fee income, Swamina-
thansaid theloss of one revenue
stream would not threaten the
industry, asbanks would find al-
ternative sources of income. FE

Kolkata

Description of Work

PROJECT-I

20 months from the date
of placement of LOA

A.Construction of 132/33 kV GIS sub-station at Sadarghat
(District — Burdwan) with 4 nos. 132 kV Line Bay, 2*80 MVA,
132/33kV Transformer, 13 nos. 33 kV Bay.

B.Construction of 132 kV M/C Transmission Line to make D/C

LILO of Satgachia-Burdwan 132 kV D/C line at proposed

Sadarghat 132 kV GIS sub-station (RL-16.5K.M M/C)

Bid documents can be downloaded from 16.10.2026, 11:00 A.M. and bids shall be submitted

online up to 03:00 P.M., 11.11.2026. Visit the following websites - www.wbtenders.gov.in,
www.whsetcl.in for details.

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)
Project Office of Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link Project,
Jyotipuram Road Reasi, 182311, Jammu & Kashmir.
Tel +91-01991-244305

OPEN e-TENDER

Tender Notice No.: KR-PD-JK-Fencing-04-2026 dated 14.10.2026
Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd. invites "Open e-Tender" in "Two
Packet System" from experienced agencies for "Providing and fixing
G.l. chain link fabric fencing for Boundary wall at Station Yard &
Railway Colony at Sangaldan on Katra-Dharam section of USBRL
Project, J&K." Approx. Cost of the work: I 89.98 Lakhs (Excl.
GST), Bid Security: X 1,80,000/- to be submitted through payment
modes as mentioned in Tender document. Completion period of
Contract: 04 Months. Submission of Tender: 12.11.2026 up to
15.00 hrs. Opening of Tender: 12.11.2026 @ 15.30 hrs. Cost of
Tender Form: Nil. For further details and updates please visit
https://www.ireps.gov.in Amendments/Corrigendum, if any, would
be hosted on the above website only.
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The supermarket
fridge hackin
France and the
warning it holds

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, October15

THIS WEEK, hundreds of supermarkets in France were
hitby a cyberattack that spiked the temperatures of their
fridges and freezers, causing food worth millions of euros
tospoil. The attack exposed a vulnerability that extends
beyond the financial or retail sector: the ability of
hackers to interfere with physical equipment through
vulnerable internet-connected control systems.

France’s cybersecurity agency has warned that
attacks on the equipment may still be under way, high-
lighting the risks posed by outdated software and
exposed industrial systems.

How the attack happened

The cyberattack affected refrigeration systems at
supermarkets belonging to several major retail chains.

Reports suggest that compromised refrigeration con-
trol systems allowed attackers to manipulate their tem-
perature and defrost settings, forcing some fridges to
warm up to 50 degrees Celsius overnight into Monday
morning. Many supermarkets were forced to discard
fresh and frozen products.

French minister Roland Lescure told parliament on
Tuesday: “700 of the 10,000 sites spread across the
country have been affected. These 700 sites have discon-
nected the platform.”

Inanalertissued on October 12 and updated on
October 13, France’s national cybersecurity response
team, CERT-FR, identified equipment made by Danish
company Danfoss, as well as systems associated with
Copeland and Dixell, as
among those affected. Sig-

FREEZING POINT nificantly, the agency

® Supermarket cold aisles are nged that the threat

typically run by control panels might nothave ended.

tzlgt ma?;age a»rl1 entire sfore’s “Attack campaigns are

fridges and freezers probably still ongoing,”
: thealertsaid.

® Such points can be accessed Although the precise

over the internet, letting main- mechanism by which at-

tenance companiesadjustthem  tackers compromised the

from anywhere. refrigeratorsis not clear

. yet, cybersecurity experts
quoted by Reuters said

that all signs pointed to a basic stunt enabled both by the

failure to adopt Danfoss’ software updates and by expos-

ing device interfaces to the internet.

Lessons for countries like India

The French incident highlights risks for countries
such as India which are increasingly connecting their
infrastructure to digital networks. India’s power
networks, factories, transport systems — such as metros,
flights and trains — hospitals, smart cities, and food and
pharmaceutical supply chains increasingly depend on
operational technology to monitor and control physical
processes. Traffic signals, water treatment systems and
industrial control equipment could also be vulnerable.
Compromised refrigeration and temperature-monitor-
ing systems could damage food, medicines, vaccines and
blood products.

The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team
(CERT-In) issues cybersecurity advisories, while the Na-
tional Critical Information Infrastructure Protection
Centre protects designated critical infrastructure. How-
ever, officials have stressed the need for security
measures covering individual devices, older equipment
and third-party systems.

“Organisations should remove unnecessary internet
exposure, apply security updates and replace
equipment that cannot be adequately secured. The at-
tack in France shows that such incidents can disrupt
physical systems and threaten essential services. For
India, the lesson extends beyond supermarkets to any
connected system whose failure could disrupt supply
chains or endanger public safety,” said an officer who
has served in the past with the Indian Cyber Crime Co-
ordination Centre.

With public utilities, industries, hospitals and supply
chains increasingly dependent on connected systems,
the incident offers lessons for India at both the individ-
ual-system and infrastructure-wide levels, including for
assets not traditionally considered part of the cyberse-
curity landscape, the officer added.
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DEEPTIMAN TIWARY

ACTOR IMRAN Khan, aUScitizen and Over-
seas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholder, has
been asked by the Foreigners Regional Reg-
istration Office (FRRO) to leave India by Oc-
tober 28, days after he joined a protest in
Mumbai demandingthe resignation of Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Khan was detained along with other pro-
testers at August Kranti Maidan on October
10. Subsequently, BJP leader Kirit Somaiya
complained to police that Khan, being a for-
eign national, had violated the law by par-
ticipating in the demonstration. The com-
plaint was forwarded to the FRRO, which
issued the Leave India notice. According to
police, the notice says Khan had violated im-
migration law by joining the protest.

Whois an OCI, and what rights does
the status carry?

The OCI scheme was introduced in
2005 for certain categories of foreign na-
tionals of Indian origin. India does not per-
mitdual citizenship, and an OCIremainsa
foreign national holding the passport of
another country.

The status nevertheless gives privileges
unavailable to ordinary foreign nationals,
mostimportantly amultiple-entry lifelong
visaand exemption from registration with
the FRRO irrespective of the duration of
stay. OCI cardholders also receive parity
with Indian citizens or NRIs in certain
areas, including some property, educa-
tional and professional rights.

But there are restrictions. A March 2021
government notification requires OCI card-
holders to obtain special permission before
undertaking research; missionary or Tab-
ligh work; mountaineering; journalistic ac-
tivity; certain employmentor internshipsin
foreign diplomatic establishments; or enter-
ingprotected, restricted or prohibited areas.

Significantly in Khan'’s case, the notifi-
cation does not expressly list participation
in political protests or demonstrations as
an activity requiring prior permission.

OClIs also do not possess the political
rights of Indian citizens. Under Section 7B
of the Citizenship Act, they cannot vote or
contest elections, and Article 19 rights —

« WHATHASHAPPENED IN PREVIOUS OCI CASES?

AATISH TASEER

The writer, during the 2019 polls,
wrote the controversial ‘TIME’ cover
article describing PM Narendra
Modi as India’s ‘Dividerin Chief’.
Months later, the government can-
celled his OCl status, saying he had
concealed in his application that his
father, Salmaan Taseer, was a Pak-
istani national. Taseer linked the
action to his writing; the Centre
denied that connection.

ASHOK SWAIN

The Sweden-based academic, a
sharp critic of the government, was

Khanis detained at the protestin
Mumbai on Oct 10. AKASH PATIL

was prevented from entering India
and his OCl registration was subse-
quently cancelled. The Delhi High
Courtin January 2019 found that
the government had not estab-
lished the statutory basis for treat-
ing missionary activity as threaten-
ing sovereignty, security or public
interest, and ordered his OCI
restored and his entry facilitated. In
2021, the government explicitly
restricted missionary activity
through an OCl notification.

KHALID JAHANGIR QAZI

The US citizen of Kashmiri origin

served a notice alleging “anti-India
activities”in 2020; his OCl registra-
tion was eventually cancelled. A

and writings had not been supplied
to Swain. The government was left

later government order said his free to proceed afresh.
tweets, writings and speeches

spread “detrimental propaganda”. CHRISTO THOMAS
The DelhiHigh Court firstsetaside ~ PHILIP

the cancellation order and, in
March 2025, struck down the sub-
sequent one because the tweets

Philip, a US citizen and doctor
working in Bihar, raninto trouble
over alleged missionary activity. He

faced allegations of separatist
activity. His OCl registration was
cancelled in 2023 and he was sep-
arately blacklisted under the then
Foreigners Act. The Delhi High
Courtin November 2024 set both
actions aside, holding that the alle-
gations were vague; it allowed the
government to start proceedings
afresh with specific allegations.

including the constitutional guarantees of
freedom of speech and peaceful assembly
— are guaranteed specifically to citizens.

Can an OCI be asked to leave India for
joining a protest?

The Immigration and Foreigners Act,
2025, which came into force in September
2025 and replaced the Foreigners Act, 1946,
gives the government wide powers over
foreign nationals — and an OCI remains a
foreign national for this purpose.

There is no provision in the Act that ex-
pressly says that a foreign national cannot
attend a political rally or demonstration.
However, the law gives the government
considerable discretion to regulate the pres-
ence, activities and conduct of foreignersin
India. The FRRO notice to Khan invokes
Section 7(2)(c), read with Section 29, of the
Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025.

Section 7empowers the government to
issue orders regulating or restricting the
entry, departure or continued presence of
foreignersin India. Clause (c) of subsection
(2), invoked against Khan, allows the gov-
ernment todirect thata foreigner “shall not
remain in India or in any specified area

OCIs arenot
citizens

The OCI scheme
was introduced
in 2005 for
certain
categories of
foreign nationals
of Indian origin.

India does not
permit dual
citizenship, and
an OCIremainsa
foreign national
holding the
passport of
another country.
|

therein”. Section 29 goes further. It em-
powers the government to order the re-
moval of a foreigner for contravention of
the Act, its rules or orders made under it, or
onthebasis of an “adverse security report”.
The provision also authorises government
officers to exercise reasonable powers
necessary to enforce such directions.

Thesignificance isthat the statute itself
does not designate “political protest” as pro-
hibited conduct. But it gives the executive
latitude to prohibit particular categories of
activity through an order or direction.

Section 7 separately empowers the gov-
ernment to restrict a foreigner's association
with specified persons, prohibit activities
of aspecified description and regulate con-
duct. However, the notice invokes the
power to direct a foreigner not to remain in
India, rather than the provision specifically
concerning restrictions on activities.

And these are not powers exercisable
only by the Union Home Ministry. A Sep-
tember 2025 notification delegated powers
under Section 7(2) and Section 29 to FRROs
and Foreigners Registration Officers.

In 2020, the Calcutta High Court
quashed a Leave India Notice issued to

Polish student Kamil Siedczynski, who had
participated in an anti-CAA rally in Kolkata.
The government had invoked the then For-
eigners Act. The court found the notice defi-
cient and held, on the law then before it,
that mere participation in a political rally
was not by itself sufficient tosustain the ac-
tion. The 2025 Act has since replaced that
law, although it retains similarly broad
executive powers over foreigners.

When can OCI registration itself be
cancelled?

This is a different process governed by
Section 7D of the Citizenship Act.

The government may cancel OCI regis-
tration if it was obtained through fraud, false
representation or concealment of a material
fact; if the person has shown “disaffection”
towards the Constitution; helped an enemy
during war; or, in specified circumstances,
has been convicted of serious crime.

The widest ground is Section 7D(e),
which permits cancellation where the gov-
ernment considersit necessary intheinter-
estsof the sovereignty and integrity of India,
security of India, friendly relations with for-
eign countries, or “the general public”.

Thelaw hassince been expanded tocover
specified legal violations as well as certain
casesinvolving OCI status obtained through
marriage. But unlike a straightforward im-
migration direction, cancellation now
carries an express procedural safeguard: an
OCImust begiven areasonable opportunity
of being heard. Courts have repeatedly
examined how much latitude the broad can-
cellation provisions give the government.

So what can Khan do now?

Khan can make a representation to the
FRRO or the Centre seeking withdrawal or
reconsideration of the notice. But unlike
cancellation of OCI registration under Sec-
tion 7D of the Citizenship Act, where the
statute expressly guarantees a reasonable
opportunity of being heard, there isno com-
parable appeal procedure spelt out in Sec-
tion 7 of the 2025 immigration law.

Hisother remedy isto approach the High
Court under Article 226 of the Constitution,
challenging the legality of the Leave India
Notice and seeking interim protection
againstitsoperation. Khan’slawyers have al-
ready approached the Bombay High Court.

The notice requires him to leave India
by October 28. Unless the FRRO withdraws
ormodifiesit, or the court grants protection,
the direction remains operative and he
would be required to leave by that deadline.

¢ SHIPPING

Why Indians keep sailing into risky waters, what kin get if they die

Purnima Sah
Mumbai, October 15

SINCE THE West Asia conflict began in
February, 16 Indian seafarers have been
killed in attacks on merchant ships. Thirty-
three have been injured, and three are miss-
ing. Allbut one of the dead were on foreign-
flagged vessels. Shyam Jagannathan,
Director General of Shipping in the Union
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Inland
Waterways, told The Indian Express: “In ab-
solute numbers, foreign-flagged vessels
have sustained more hits than Indian-
flagged vessels. However, in terms of casu-
alties, India has paid the highest cost.”

Why are so many of the dead
seafarers Indian?

Because Indians crew the world’s ships.
India is the second-largest supplier of sea-
farers after the Philippines. Its workforce
grew from 1.03 lakh in 2013 to 3.23 lakh in
2025. More than nine in 10 Indian seafarers
in fleets tracked by the government serve
on foreign-flagged vessels. The Indian flag
protects a vessel in diplomatic terms, but
most Indians at sea aren’t under it.

India’s Directorate General of Maritime

Administration (DGMA) issues advisories,
but does not ban seafarers from move-
ment. The Strait of Hormuz, the Red Sea
and the Gulf of Aden are classed as high-
risk zones, and companies are told to take
precautions. The one hard rule came on
August 5. Under Circular 47, ashipowner or
crewing agency must inform the DGMA
before taking a vessel through Hormuz,
and must obtain the written consent of
every Indian seafarer on board.

Jagannathan’s explanation for why In-
dians agree to go in the first place is that
“some seafarers continue to accept assign-
ments in conflict zones because shipping
companies offer two to three times their
normal wages, while others may be driven
by financial necessity”.

The government’s legal position is that
merchant ships have the right of innocent
passage under the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea, and that seafarers, now rec-
ognised as key workers under the Merchant
Shipping Act, 2025, have the right to a safe
workplace.

AreIndians trapped out there?
It depends on who you ask, and how
you define trapped. Jagannathan acknowl-

Limited

protection

® Morethanninein
10 Indian seafarersin
fleets tracked by govt
serve on foreign-
flagged vessels.

@ TheIndianflag
protects avesselin
diplomatic terms,
but most Indians at
seaaren’tunderit.

Commercial vessels anchored in the Strait
of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran. ap

edged that vessels trying to cross Hormuz
have been hit by projectiles.

The DGMA’s written response says
something firmer: regular crew changes are
happening, and “no seafarer remains
trapped or stranded on a vessel for a period
exceeding their contract”.

As of October 8, DGMA was tracking 38
vessels of Indian interest in the Persian
Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden: 30 Indian-flagged ships carrying 750

Indian seafarers, and eight foreign-flagged
ships with cargo bound for India. They in-
clude container vessels, crude and product
tankers, bulk carriers and LPG carriers.

What happens in case of death or
illness?

Ifaseafarer diesin a war-like or high-risk
zone, the Seafarers Welfare Fund Society
pays Rs 10 lakh ex gratia. Members of the
National Union of Seafarers of India receive
another Rs 10 lakh, while members of the
Maritime Union of India receive Rs12 lakh.

On top of that, the shipowner’s protec-
tion and indemnity insurer pays compen-
sation under the crew contract.

The DGMA isaregulator,and notanem-
ployer. “We guide seafarers towards their
parent companies if they wish to seek em-
ployment,” Jagannathan said. Those who
don’twanttogobacktoseaget helpsettling
wages and dues and claiming insurance.
Lostdocuments are replaced free of charge.

Welfare Fund schemes include a Death
on Board Benefit, a Survivor’s Benefit and
an Invalidity Benefit of Rs 6 lakh each, Rs 2
lakh for critical illness, and Rs 20,000 a
month for up to 12 months for seafarers
whose ships have abandoned them.

© WORLD FOOD DAY TODAY

Diabetesis a discase of childhood habits; the fight against it must start from school

DR SHASHANK JOSHI

MUMBAI-BASED ENDOCRINOLOGIST

IN MY clinic in Mumbai last month, I met
al13-year-old boy with Type 2 diabetes, fatty
liver and a Body Mass Index of 32. His
mother told me: “He hardly eats home
food, doctor. Only chips, fast food, biscuits
and cola.” For 35 years, I have treated dia-
betes as a disease of adults. Today, I am
treating it as a disease of habits formed in
childhood. That child is no exception.
Rather, he is an early warning,.

Thisyear, on World Food Day, the world
has chosen a powerful theme: “Innovate

today. Nourish tomorrow.” The core goal is
to harness science, technology, data and
traditional knowledge to build resilient,
sustainable agrifood systems and fight glo-
bal hunger. It is a timely theme. But as a
doctor who sees the end of the food chain
in the form of diabetes and obesity, I want
to add: We cannot nourish tomorrow if we
do not innovate in our classrooms today.

Our Vedas answered this 3,000 years
ago: “Annam hibhootanam jyeshtham, tas-
maat sarvaushadham uchyate (food is the
eldest of all beings, therefore itis called the
medicine for all)”; and: “Aahar shuddhau
sattva shuddhi (When food is pure, the
mind becomes pure).”

Modernscience is now catchingup with
this traditional knowledge. That is exactly
what this year’s World Food Day calls for —
blendingscience, technology and tradition.

The numbers should concern us. The
ICMR-INDIAB study estimates that India
now has 101 million people living with dia-
betes and 136 million with pre-diabetes.

The National Family Health Survey shows
one in four children between five and nine
years is overweight. More than half of
what urban adolescents eat is ultra-pro-
cessed, and 70% of adult non-communi-
cable diseases have roots in habits formed
before age 15.

We once worried about children not get-
tingenough to eat. Now, we must fight both
hunger and hidden hunger caused by eat-
ing too much of the wrong kind, too early.

This is where innovation must begin —
not just in labs and farms, but in schools. A
child spends nearly 8,000 hours in school
between ages five and 15.

More than with a doctor, a playground,
oreventhe family diningtable, itisin these
hoursthat taste is formed, that the palate is
programmed, that the brain learns what
“normal” food looks like. Yet, our education
system, even after National Education Pol-
icy 2020’s welcome focus on foundational
literacy and numeracy, has no foundation
for wellbeing.

In four decades of treating metabolic
disease, I have come to believe five simple
school habits predict fifty years of health.
They are the perfect example of this year’s
theme in action, using science, data and
traditional wisdom together.

FIRST, the breakfast habit. Data shows
nearly athird of urban Indian children skip
breakfast. Science shows a child who skips
breakfast is 40% more likely to be over-
weight and performs poorly in attention
and mathematics. Our traditional wisdom
offers the solution: ragi, peanut, sattu or
eggs — local, seasonal brain food.

SECOND, the water habit. India has re-
corded the fastest growth in sugar-swee-
tened beverage consumption among ado-
lescents —over 300% in adecade. One cola
has many spoons of sugar. Innovation here
requires policy: Water bells, safe drinking
water stations and no-sugar drink zones,
asschoolsin Keralaand Maharashtra have
pioneered.

THIRD, the millet and fruit habit. Millets

are low glycemic, high fibre and climate-
resilient — the ultimate answer to sustain-
able agrifood systems. If we can make Mil-
let Mondays and Rainbow Tiffin Tuesdays
aspirational, we can build both health and
resilience.

FOURTH, the movement habit. Data
shows only 18% of Indian adolescents meet
the 60-minute daily activity norm, accord-
ing to a study in The Lancet. We have
steadily replaced PT periods with extra
maths tuition. We are building sharper
brains but sicker bodies.

FIFTH, the sleep habit. Research shows
average sleepin12to15-year-oldsisnow 6.5
hours against the required 8-9 hours. Sleep
deprivation increases the levels of ghrelin,
the hunger hormone, and drivesinsulin re-
sistance. A 10 pm lights-off rule is more
powerful than any vitamin supplement.

All this just requires a new lens — the
World Food Day lens of innovation. Seven
low-cost, innovative nudges can transform
aschool tomorrow: fruit birthdays instead

Kolkata

of chocolate birthdays; five minutes of
mindful eating at lunchtime; teaching
children to read food labels using mobile
apps and data; a10x10 feet kitchen garden
using traditional knowledge; a monthly
parent tiffin workshop; a safe playground
hour; and an annual wellbeing report card
alongside the marks card.

Thereisalso an economic reason toact.
The direct economic burden of diabetes
alone will cross $90 billion by 2033. One
rupee invested in school health and nutri-
tion returns 16 rupees in healthcare savings
and productivity, according to WHO.

Some argue diet is a family matter, not
aschool matter. In reality, it is both. A child
cannot say no to junk if the canteen sells it
and the food environment is stacked
against him/her. If we truly want to “Inno-
vate today to Nourish tomorrow,” we must
start with the tiffin today. A resilient, sus-
tainable agrifood system will mean little if
the next generation haslost the ability and
desire to eat from it.
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BENFED

Southend Conclave, 3rd Floor

1582, Rajdanga Main Road
Kolkata - 700107

Corrigendum Notice For
NIT No. 1) SCMF/MD/ENG/
NIT-25/2026-27 Dated
13/10/26. 2) SCMF/MD/ENG/
NIT-26/2026-27 Dated
13/10/26. Details are available
in the website: https://
wbtenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
& www.benfed.org

Sd/-
Managing Director (BENFED)

DECLARATION

1, Mrs. Asthamita Bardhan W/o Tapan
Kumar Bardhan, residing at 48,
Shyama Pally, P.O. Jadavpur
University, P.S. Jadavpur, Kolkata -
700032, West Bengal, India do
hereby declare that | have changed
my name from Asthamita Bardhan to
Astamita Bardhan and henceforth
| shall be known as Astamita Bardhan
in all purpose, Vide Affidavit No.
50334, Dt. 01.10.2026 sworn before
the Ld. First Class Judicial Magistrate,
Alipore Judges Court, Kolkata.
Asthamita Bardhan and Astamita
Bardhan both are same and one
identical person.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that TAPAS
PAUL had purchased land
measuring 14 chittacks and 6 sq.ft.
situated at Mouza: PARUI J.L.
NO.103, Dag No. 2027 registered at
A.D.S.R. Behala vide Sale Deed No.
1-1259/2023. The property was
purchased from Gobinda Chandra
Das, Narayan Das, Madhu Das,
Sabitri Mondal, Gouri Dey and
Kanan Mondal Represented by their
Constituted Attorney Shyamlendu
Das (vide Power of Attorney Deed
No. 1V-597 Registered on
05.09.2018 atA.D.S.R, Behala). The
Purchaser have applied for Mutation
of the said property records at the
kolkata BL & LRO office. All
concerned are hereby informed.

DECLARATION

| Tapan Bardhan S/o Paresh Chandra
Bardhan, residing at 48, Shyama
Pally, P.O. Jadavpur University, P.S.
Jadavpur, Kolkata - 700032,
West Bengal, India do hereby declare
that | have changed my name from
Tapan Bardhan to Tapan Kumar
Bardhan and henceforth | shall be
known as Tapan Kumar Bardhan in
all purpose, Vide Affidavit No. 50335,
Dt. 01.10.2026 sworn before the
Ld. First Class Judicial Magistrate,
Alipore Judges Court, Kolkata.
Tapan Kumar Bardhan and Tapan
Bardhan both are same and one
identical person.

LEGAL NOTICE

I, Priyasi Rani das W/O Milton
Chandra das residing at ghosh para,
chowhati, P.S —Sonarpur, Kolkata —
700149. That | have purchased a
land measuring 2 kottah 10 chitak
of Mouza —-Manikpur, JL no.- 77, dag
no -271, vide Deed No. 4654/2024
and mutated in my name in LR
khatian no 3520, one Bishnupada
Baidya S/O Biharilal Baidya is
recorded in remarks column as
aggressive possessor along with
common uses, now, | have applied
for deletion of the above remarks , if
anyone has any objection regarding
this, contact B.L & LRO — Sonarpur,
Karmatirtha Bhaban, 3rd floor,
Bosepukur, Sonarpur , Kolkata —
700149 by this address or E-Mail at
blirosnp@gmail.com within 15 days
from this publication.

NOTICE

My client Smt. Ra93|n| Yadav, w/o Radhey
Shyam, purchased 3.62 Satak/Decimal land
of vide Sale Deed No. 060805267/2026
from Sri Sanat Ghosh alias Sanat Kumar
Ghosh and Smt. Malati Ghosh, represented
by their attorneys Sri Achinto Malick & Sri
Ranjit Kumar Naskar, ware getting vide
Power of Attorney No. 060801302/2025,
which was registered at A.D.S.R.O Janai, of
area 3.62 decimal/satak under L.R. Khatian
no. 3109 & 3110 with R.S. & L.R. Dag No.
1336 is laying and situated at Raghunathpur
Gram Panchayet, under J.L. No. 10, Mouza

Raghunathpur, P.O. Raghunathpur
Bazar, P.S. Dankuni, Hooghly. ~ Now my
clients applied for mutation at Serampore
& Uttarpara B.L. & L.R.O. Serampore,
Hooghly, If any objection by the Principal

NOTICE
My client Sri. Lakshan Yadav, slo
Jadu Yadav, purchased 4.866 Satak/
Decimal land of vide Sale Deed No.
060808903/2026 from Smt Bina Koley and
Others, represented by their attorneys Sri
Aloke Dey, Sri Achinto Malick & Sri Raniit
Kumar Naskar, ware getting vide Power of
Attorney No. 060802266/2024, which was
registered atA.D.S.R.O Janai, of area 4.866
decimal/satak under L.R. Khatian no. 936
with R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 1300 is laying and
situated at Raghunathpur Gram Panchayat,
under J.L. No. 10, Mouza - Raghunathpur,
P.0. Raghunathpur Bazar, P.S. Dankuni,
Hooghly.  Now my clients applied for
mutation at Serampore & Uttarpara B.L.
& L.R.O. Serampore, Hooghly, If any
objection by the Principal or any other
person against the above mentioned
Power of Attorney they should be written
objection within 30 days against the said
B.L. & L.R.O. Serampore from published
of this notice otherwise legal action will be
taken as per law.Sri. Raja Bhattacharjee

Advocate Serampore Court, Hoghly

33101 dep 9 Indian Bank
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THE AGRI-HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA
1, Alipore Road, Kolkata — 700027

Notice is hereby given that the 206th
AGM of the society for the year ended
on 31.03.2025 will be held on Saturday
31st October 2026 at 11.00 am at the
premises of the Society. As a go green
initiative, the Notice of Annual General
Meeting along with Annual Report and
list of candidates seeking elections has
been sent by E-Mail to the members,
in accordance with the clause 48A of
the Regulations of Society. The
members can collect hard copies of
the same from the society office during
the working hours on presentation of
the society issued identity proof or
along with the duly signed authorization
letter through representative, if so
desired.

Members may approach at
secretary.ahsi@gmail.com for soft
copy of Annual Report by mentioning
their Name and membership number.

DISTRICT: SOUTH 24 PARAGANAS

IN THE COURT OF LEARNED DISTRICT DELE-

GATE AT ALIPORE
REF: ACT XXXIX Case No. 255/2021
In the matter of:
Monica Thaper Sarkar, wife of Sri Sanjay
Sarkar and daughter of Late Madan Lal Thaper,
by occupation- House Wife, residing at 8, Lee
Road, L.R. Sarani, Kolkata, West Bengal-
700020;
......Petitioner/ Applicant
NOTICE
This notice is for the public at large that it is
hereby informed that the applicant above
named have filed the above referred case for
granting succession certificate in her favour in
respect of the debt and securities left behind
by the deceased person namely KRISHNA|
THAPAR alias KRISHNA THAPER and amounting
to total sum of Rs. 20,26,931/- (Rupees Twenty
Lacs Twenty Six Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty
One only) alongwith interest only. If any person
is having any objection regarding the grant of|
succession certificate to the applicant above
named, then kindly appear before this Learned
Court within 30 days from the date of publica-
tion of the notice, otherwise the Learned court
will proceed according to the law for the
hearing and the case will be disposed of.
By Order:-
Sheristadar
District Judge’s Court
Alipore, South 24 Parganas

ALLAHABAD

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that my clients
Smt. Madhumita Ghosh and Smt. Shruti Tewari
are willing to sell all that piece and parcel of land
measuring about 8.25 Satak under R.S./L.R.
Dag No. 29 of L.R. Khatian No. 641, land
measuring about 8.75 Satak under R.S./L.R.
Dag No. 32 of L.R. Khatian No. 511 and another
land measuring about 17 Satak on the North-
Eastern side of the R.S./L.R. Dag No. 605 of
L.R. Khatian No. 641 under Mouza - Gobindapur,
J.L. No. 419 within limits of Bakhrabad Gram
Panchayet, P.S. - Belda, A.D.S.R - Narangarh,
District - Paschim Midnapore. Any person or
persons claiming any interest in or upon the said
property by way of any sale, agreement,
exchange, mortgage, gift, trust inheritance,
bequest, possession, lease, lien, easement or
otherwise, is hereby required to communicate
the same to the under signed at her office within
10 days from the date hereof, otherwise the said
sale of the property will be completed without
any reference thereof.
Miss. Swarnaly Das, (Advocate)
High Court, Calcutta
32/31, Kabi Guru Sarani, Kolkata - 700 034,

Mobile : 8777740798

ZONAL OFFICE : KOLKATA CENTRAL
14, India Exchange Place
2nd & 3rd Floor, Kolkata - 700 001

SALE NOTICE FOR

SALE OF IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES

APPENDIX - IV A [See Proviso to Rule 9 (1)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Notice is hereby given to the publicin general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to
the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank, Tollygunge Branch, (Secured Creditor), will be
sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 20.11.2026, for recovery of Rs. 36,33,042.00 (Rupees Thirty Six Lakh Thirty Three Thousand
Forty Two only) as on 24.02.2026 due to the Indian Bank, Tollygunge Branch, Secured Creditor, from Shri Aditya Kumar (Borrower / Mortgagor), S/o. Pradeep
Kumar Chakdiwan, Sheikhpura, P. O. and P. S. - Sheikhpura, District - Sheikhpura, State - Bihar, Pin- 811105, Alsoat: FlatNo. 1A, B3, Jaysree Park, P. S. - Behala,
Kolkata -700034 and Smt. Veena Devi (Guarantor), W/o. Pradeep Kumar, Chakdiwan, Sheikhpura, P. O. and P. S. - Sheikhpura, District - Sheikhpura, State - Bihar,
Pin-811105, Alsoat:FlatNo. 1A, B3, Jaysree Park, P. S. - Behala, Kolkata-700034.

The specific details of the property intended to be brought to sale through e-auction mode is enumerated below :

SI. a) Name of Account / Borrower

Detailed Description of

Secured Creditors

a) Reserve Price

or any other person against the above
mentioned Power of Attorney they should
be written objection within 30 days against
the said B.L. & L.R.O. Serampore from
published of this notice otherwise legal
action will be taken as per law.

Sri Raja Bhattacharjee Advocate

No. Immovable Property
b) Name of the Branch

Outstanding Dues b) EMD Amount

c) Bid Increment Amount

d) Property ID

e) Encumbrance on Property
f) Type of Possession

| Serampore Court, Hoghly 1. | a) Borrower : Shri Aditya Kumar Al that piece and parcel of Flat No. 1A (1160.00 Sq. | Rs. 36,33,042.00 a) Rs. 40,97,000.00 (*)
(Borrower / Mortgagor) Ft. super built up area), consisting of 3 Bed room, 1 | (Rupees Thirty Six (Rupees Forty Lakh Ninety
S/o. Pradeep Kumar Chakdiwan Kitchen, 1 Drawing cum Dining Room, 1 Toilet, 1| Lakh Thirty Three

Seven Thousand Only)

Sheikhpura, P. O. and P. S. - Sheikhpura | WC, and 1 Verandah on first floor, North-East-South | Thousand Forty Two
b)Rs. 4,09,700.00

District - Sheikhpura, Bihar, Pin - 811105 | side on G+4 storied building along with undivided only)
Also at : Flat No. 1A, B3, Jaysree Park | portion of the Bastu Land measuring 4 Cottah 13 | as on 24.02.2026 (Rupees Four Lakh Nine
P. S. - Behala, Kolkata - 700034 Chittaks 44.85 Sq. Ft. situated at Premises No. | With further interest, Thousand Seven Hundred
Smt. Veena Devi (Guarantor) 297, Raja Ram Mohan Roy Road, L. R. Dag Nos. cos;?],do;i;eLﬁZae;ges Only)

W/o. Pradeep Kumar, 434 and 434/989 under previous L. R. Khatian No. ther‘?aon ¢)Rs. 25,000.00
Chakdiwan, Sheikhpura, P. O. and 615 and Present L. R. Khatian Nos. 1133 and 1134 (Ru | T tv Fi

P. S. - Sheikhpura, District - Sheikhpura | and C. S. Khatian No. 38 of Mouza - Mondalpara, J. pees twenty Five
Bihar, Pin - 811105 L. No. 6, R. S. No. 190, Touzi No. 80, Pargana - Thousand only)

Also at : Flat No. 1A, B3, Jaysree Park Magura, P. S. - Behala under Ward No. 121 of d) IDIB7845988351

P. S. - Behala, Kolkata - 700034 Kolkata Municipal Corporation and coréesponding e) Not Known to Bank

b) Tollygunge Branch to mailing address B3, Jaysree Park, P. S. - Behala, : :

) Tollygung Kolkata -700034, District - South 24 Parganas. f) Symbolic Possession
Owner : Shri Aditya Kumar. Boundary of the
property - On the Northv: By 20’ ft wide KMC Road,
On the South : By CS Plot No. 522, On the East : By
PlotNo. 4, On the West : By Plot No. 2.

SALE NOTICE FOR

ZONAL OFFICE : KOLKATA CENTRAL
14, India Exchange Place
2nd & 3rd Floor, Kolkata - 700 001

SALE OF IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES

Baral den €9 Indian Bank

ALLAHABAD

APPENDIX - IV A [See Proviso to Rule 9 (1)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the publicin general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to
the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank, B. K. Pal Avenue Branch, (Secured Creditor),
will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 20.11.2026, for recovery of Rs. 24,69,247.00 (Rupees Twenty Four Lakh Sixty Nine
Thousand Two Hundred Forty Seven Only) as on 11.05.2026 due to the Indian Bank, B. K. Pal Avenue Branch, Secured Creditor, from Shri Arun Kumar Roy
(Borrower / Mortgagor), S/o. Mr. Upendra Chandra Roy, 24B, Abhoy Mitra Street, Kolkata - 700005. Also at : Flat No. 103, 1st Floor, Premises No. 2, Abhoy Mitra
Street, P. O. - Hathkhola, P. S. - Shyampukur, Kolkata - 700005 and Smt. Madhabi Roy (Guarantor), W/o. Mr. Arun Kumar Roy, 24B, Abhoy Mitra Street, Kolkata -
700005, Also at : Flat No.103, 1st Floor, Premises No. 2, Abhoy Mitra Street, P. O. - Hathkhola, P. S. - Shyampukur, Kolkata - 700005.

The specific details of the property intended to be brought to sale through e-auction mode is enumerated below :

A EEmeTEE

(*) Sale Price should be above Reserve Price.

Contact Person : Mobhile No. 77030 08224
Date of Inspection : 16.10.2026 to 19.11.2026; Time : 10.00 A. M. TO 04.00 P. M.

Secured Creditors
Outstanding Dues

Sl a) Name of Account / Borrower Detailed Description of
No. Immovable Property
b) Name of the Branch

a) Reserve Price
b) EMD Amount
c) Bid Increment Amount
d) Property ID
e) Encumbrance on Property
f) Type of Possession
a)Rs. 81,42,000.00 (*)
(Rupees Eighty One Lakh Forty
Two Thousand Only)
b)Rs. 8,14,200.00
(Rupees Eight Lakh Fourteen
Thousand Two Hundred Only)
c)Rs. 25,000.00
(Rupees Twenty Five
Thousand only)
d) IDIB7775887578
e) Not Known to Bank
f) Symbolic Possession

Date and Time of E-auction : Date : 20.11.2026, Time : 11.00 A. M. to 05.00 P M.
Platform of E-auction Service Provider : hitps://baanknet.com

Bidders are advised to visit the website (https://www.baanknet.com) of our e auction service provider PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. to participate in online bid.

One Self-Contained Residential Flat No. 4B on the
Fourth Floor in the Premises No. 84-0568 in the | (Rupees Twenty
Street No. 0568 (40 M Wide) being erstwhile Plot | Four Lakh Sixty
No. 573 in Block No. AA-IIB, under Category HIG | Nine Thousand Two
(C), situated in the New Town, Action Area - 1B, P. S. Hsug\?éﬁdoi?r;y
Rajarhat, presently New Town, District - North 24 as on 11.05 2}/026
Parganas, having an area of 1434 Sq. Ft, a little | i furthe.rir{terest,
more or less, including super built up area, costs, other charges
consisting of Bend Rooms 3 Nos., Drawing / Dining and expenses
and Room 1 No., Kitchen 1 No., Toilet 2 Nos., Balcony thereon
Smt. Madhabi Roy (Guarantor) 2 Nos. and One Covered Car Parking Space No. 8
W/o. Mr. Arun Kumar Roy on the Ground Floor measuring an area of 135 Sq.
24B, Abhoy Mitra Street Ft., a little more or less, in the Premises aforesaid
Kolkata - 700005 lying and situated on a land measuring 399.16 Sq.
Also at : Flat No.103, 1st Floor Meter be the same a little more or less being
Premises No. 2, Abhoy Mitra Street Premises No. 84-0568 in the Street No. 0568 (40 M
Eoﬁ{a 'taHf“;*(‘)kO%‘gg' P.S. - Shyampukur | \vige) being (Erstwhile Plot No. 573 in Block No. AA-
’ 11B) under Category HIG (C) freehold land situated
b) B. K. Pal Avenue Branch in the New Town, Action Area - IIB, P. S. - Rajarhat,
presently New Town, District - North 24 Parganas, in
the name of Shri Arun Kumar Roy Vide Deed No.
13274/2019 dated 11.11.2019. Property is butted
and bounded by - North : By Premises No. 86-0568
& Street No. 0568 (40m wide), South : By Premises
No. 82-0568, 31-0564 & 33-0564, East : By Street
No. 0568 (40m wide) & Premises No. 82-0568,
West : By Premises No 33-0564 & 86-0568.

1. a) Borrower : Shri Arun Kumar Roy Rs. 24,69,247.00
(Borrower / Mortgagor)
S/o. Mr. Upendra Chandra Roy
24B, Abhoy Mitra Street

Kolkata - 700005

Also at : Flat No. 103, 1st Floor
Premises No. 2, Abhoy Mitra Street
P. O. - Hathkhola, P. S. - Shyampukur
Kolkata - 700005

For Technical Assistance Please call PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. Helpdesk No. 8291220220, email ID : support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com and other
help line numbers available in service providers help desk. For Registration status with PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. and EMD status, please contact
support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com.

For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit:https://www.baanknet.com and for clarifications related to this
portal, please contact Helpdesk No. 8291220220

Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://www.baanknet.com.

NOTE : THIS IS ALSO A NOTICE TO THE BORROWER(S) / GUARANTOR(S) / MORTGAGOR(S)

Date : 15.10.2026 Authorised Officer

Place : Kolkata Indian Bank
Brahmapur, Kolkata 700096

%j 4 3iim asier
Bank of Baroda SALE NOTICE

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

“APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 8 (6) & 9(1) 1]
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower(s), Mortgagor(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immoveable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is
where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis for recovery of dues in below mentioned account/s. The details of Borrower/Mortgagor/Guarantor/s/Secured
Asset/s/Dues/Reserve Price/e-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below:

BRAMHAPUR BRANCH
628, Rishi Raj Narayan Bose Road,

E-AUCTION

(*) Sale Price should be above Reserve Price.

Contact Person : Mobhile No. 77030 08224

Date of Inspection : 16.10.2026 to 19.11.2026; Time : 10.00 A. M. TO 04.00 P. M. el Resorve P DB ot T BT — —
H H . . H . Lot| Borrower/s/ Guarantor/s the immovable property with Total Dues of EMD amount o !
Date and Time of E-auction : Date : 20.11.2026, Time : 11.00 A. M. to 05.00 P. M. No| I Mortgagor (s) Kknown encumbrances, If any Eaueion | Fgam— (il date & Time
Platform of E-auction Service Provider : https://baanknet_com 1{Mrs. Pakija Begum | Equitable Mortgage of all that a piece and portion of one Rs. 07-}1-2026 Rs. 15,61,800-| Physical Ang;vlarki;g’aay

Bidders are advised to visit the website (https://www.baanknet.com) of our e auction service provider PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. to participate in online bid. f;'thIL [?elvgeg HO;SSIH of | self cgnt;lne: I;esmvevntlal Flat'ci’»Bhon.the secor:)d '\;Ioor 18’;2‘449'79 2 Olgl)em Rs. 1,56,180/ -
For Technical Assistance Please call PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. Helpdesk No. 8291220220, email ID : support.BAANKNET@psballiance.com and other al being o5 on zn towards North East Western side having super built up - (h upeelskh toéOOpm .............. Mobile N
help line numbers available in service providers help desk. For Registration status with PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. and EMD status, please contact Floor,lSonajhun—II, area measuring more or [ess 630 sq. ft.. situated within | Eighteen lal : Rs. 10,000/~ obile No.
support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com. Premises No. 300, the multi storied building namely “SONAJHURL-II” | Seventy Two 83350 75592
For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit:https://www.baanknet.com and for clarifications related to this Rablndra Pally, ) together with .un.dlwded proportionate share of land | Thousand Four (W't_h Prior
portal, please contact Helpdesk No. 8291220220 Near Niva Park Sabjir ~ |under the building constructed over the and area| Hundred Fourty Appointment)

Nine and paise
Seventy Nine
only) as on
15.04.2024

Arot, Brahmapur,
Kolkata, West Bengal -
700096.

measuring more or less 02 cottahs 02 chittaks 35 sq. ft.
lying Mouza - Bahmapur, J.L. No. 48, Touzi No. 60, R.S.
No. 198, Pargana Magura comprised in R.S. Dag No. 871
under R.S. Khatian No. 120, being KMC Premises No.
300, Rabindra Pally, Kolkata — 700096, vide Assessee
No. 31-111-18-0642-5, Ward No. 111 within the ambit of
the Kolkata Municipal Corporation, borough XI, P.S. -
Bansdroni, District— South 24 Parganas.

Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://www.baanknet.com.

A NOTICE TO THE BORROWER(S) /

NOTE : THIS IS

Date : 15.10.2026
Place : Kolkata

NTOR(S) / MORTGAGOR(S)

Authorised Officer
Indian Bank

tsna SimeETa asE

ces WM ST TRIAER P

q pun]-n I_j m ﬂtlﬂnﬂl bn nt For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer/link to the websites link https://www.bankofbaroda.bank.in/e-auction.htm and online auction portal https://baanknet.com

e Also, prospective bidders may contact the authorized officer on Mobile 9903800491.
Bhangakuthi, Burdwan- 713101

Date: 12.10.2026,
mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described here in below in ANNEXURE-A

Place :- Kolkata
exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ; “APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 9 (1 ) 1

Bank of Baroda
below. ) ) . ) ) ) E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
The borrower/ guarantor(s)/ mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Punjab National Bank for an amount & along with future interest on the said Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s), Mortgagor’s and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property
amolintat the contractual rates together with allincidental expenses, cost charges, efc. ) i ) mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”,
The borrower’s / guarantor’s/ mortgagor’s attention is invited to the provision of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act in “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” for recovery of below mentioned account/s. The details of Borrower/s / Mortgagor / Guarantor/s / Secured Asset/s/Dues/Reserve
respect oftime available to redeem the secured assets. Price/e-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below:—

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

Circle Office, Stress Asset Management Division, Durgapur, (CO SAMD Durgapur)
Nachan Road, Benachity, Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman, W.B. / e-mail: codgprec@pnb.bank.in
POSSESSION NOTICE (ForImmovable Property)

Whereas The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of Powers conferred under Section13 read with the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a demand notice calling upon the Borrower to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice within 60 days from the date of notice/date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower(s)/ guarantor(s)/ mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower(s)/ guarantor(s)/

REGIONAL OFFICE: BURDWAN REGION
2nd Floor, 54, G. T. Road

E-AUCTION

Name of | Name of N;gﬁ ;;:?e Description of the Date of ozzziso,ifon out:t?r?(;ji:t as Sr/ Name & address of Detailed description of the Date & Time | __ReservePrice | Status of P Property
the the (Owner of property mortgaged demand |P notice | on the datg of Lot Borrower/s/Guarantor/ s immovable / movable property Total Dues. of EMD amount (Constructive Inspection
Branch | Account the property) notice affixed |demand notice No. / Mortgagor (s) with known encumbrances, if any E-auction | Bid Increase Amount {Physical) date & Time
020420- |M/s New |M/s New All that piece and parcel being Stall No. | 03.08.2026 | 14.10.2026 |Rs.45,06,287.36 1|1 Mrs. Indrani Bose W/o Swarup Bose | Equitable mortgage of land and building situated at Mouza Rs. 20.11.2026 Rs. 5482000 Symbolic | any W0fkﬂ”9 day
Coke Oven|Eureka  |Eureka G/9, Garage Block (2nd Floor) in the (Rupees Forty- Santiban Park, Durgapur Municipal, | Manikara, J.L. No- 77, LR. Plot No 191, Khatian No- 2398, Present | 44,20,491.00 /- from Rs. 548200 ffttlf%l%g%ﬁﬂ'\ﬂ
Travels Travels Club, | Durgapur Commercial Estate having an Five Lakh Six %)ggg;atlon Dist-Paschim Burdwan W.B. ;«? flfh:[tilt?]rilnml)\-r:; ?;rgugtr:;A;Z?]g;gggf f;exsndlfa anr'r():;A:aD1SO %5 P Itu S fu:t hedr 26p.pmn:o Rs. 10000 o

lub Partners of rea 204.247 sq. ft. t and bein , P.S- , AD.S.R-| interest an .
Clu 1 )aMaz r?a% 2fegurgapur éﬂ mmzlrnggl aE Sdtafiz gv I‘;ﬁlg Lm‘ésrzngm‘t’y 2. Mir. Swarup Bose Sfo Shibnath Bose | Durgapur, Dist- Paschim Bardhaman, W.B- 713212, belonging to Mr | legallother

Majumder Municipal area of Durgapur Municipal Seven and paisa Santiban Park, Durgapur Municipal | Swarup Bose S/o S_hlbnath Bose vide Reglstered Sale Dged _I- charges w.e.f.

sonofLate | Corporation, P. S. Aurovinda, P. O.- Thirty-Six Only) Corporation Dist-Paschim Burdwan W.B | 020604001/2018 registered at ADSR Office, Durgapur which is | 23.02.2026

Jyotish Ch. | Durgapur-16 in the District of Burdwan & along with 713201 butted and bounded by As per Deed bounded by:- On the North — Plot

Majumdar | (presently Paschim Bardhaman) under future interest Branch: City Centre, Durgapur No 191, On the South — Plot No 185, On the East - Plot No 189, On the

2)Debdas | Mouza Faridpur, J. L. No. 74, Plot uture Interest on Authorised Officer: Mr. Prattoy Sarkar | West—PlotNo 192 Actual bounded by:- On the North — PlotNo 191, On

Mukheriee | No.83/85, Khatian No. 1362 n the name of ”;e hsald amount | Contact person of the branch: the South - Plot No 185, On the East - 12 ft wide Road, On the West -

sonof Late | M/s New Eureka Travels Club, Partners of raaésetgggfecr‘“a Rupesh Singh (9641511111) PlotNo 192

“RAiThlé;g;a é)thji?jnﬁtxfjgrg:lzjgg &fulf(?]t:rjiiogzz with all incidental For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer/link to the websites link https://www.bankofbaroda.bank.in/e-auction.htm and online auction portal https://baanknet.com Also, prospective

and 3) Tanay ofLéte Ram Kanta Mukheriee and 3) expenses, cost bidders may conftactthe au_thori_zed officer on Mobile .

Kumar Tanay Kumar Mondal son of Late Ananda charges, etc. 1. The saleis subject to confirmation by the Secured Creditor Bank.

Mondal son | KrMondal vide Lease Deed No.- 07521 2. Property is in Symbolic Possession and Bidder is purchasing the property in symbolic possession at hisfown risk & responsibility.

of Late for the year 2012. Butted and bounded 3. Bank will hand over the possession of property symbolically only and successful Auction bidder/purchaser will not claim physical possession from the bank.

Ananda Kr. | as follows: On the North :Boundary wall 4. Bank will not be responsible or duty bound for handing over of physical possession.

Mondal of The WBSIDC Ltd , On the East :Stall 5. Successful Auction purchaser will not been titled to claim any interest, in any case of return of money.
No.- G/8, On the West :Wall of Main 6. Successful Auction purchaser has to submit the Declaration Cum Undertaking confirming the above terms & conditions immediately after e-Auction.
Building, On the South : Passage 7. Subsequent to sale if successful bidder fails to submit Declaration Cum Undertaking, the Bid EMD amount will be forfeited.

S Balaji
Chief Manager and Authorised Officer
Punjab National Bank

Date: 14.10.2026
Place: Durgapur

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

Date: 16.10.2026
Place :- Burdwan

.. . Kolkata
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9 TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED
(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Under taking

i & an ISO 27001-2022 Certified Company)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The APTRANSCO invites bids online for Specification
No.PMM11-e- 77/2026: Supply of 400kV Bus Post Insulators-1100
Nos. Date & Time of availability of above tender: 14.10.2026 at
8:00PM. Websites: www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in .
Contact No. CE/Transmission: 0866-2429230.

R.0.No.GMCC/APTRANSCO/171/26-27 AT AN E LU LG

i Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
S Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification | Tender Inviting

No. Authority Name of the Work

Time chartering of one Panamax / Kamsarmax
gearless vessel

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and
downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tntenders.
gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in DIPR/3156/Tender/2026

225 CE / Coal

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)

Website: wwwpspcl.in Mobile No. 96461-55525
E-Tender Enq. No. 7881/P-3/EMP-13458 dated: 14.10.2026
Dy. Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2026 POWER 177486 1 for
Procurement of empty DA gas cylinders for GGSSTP Rupnagar.For

detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 14.10.2026/5.00 PM onwards.
Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online

at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
No. 16230/PB RTP- 102/26

JANGIPUR MUNICIPALITY
CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

JM/AMRUT 2.0/NleT35/23-24, vide Memo No.: 1328/AMRUT
2.0/e-Tender/112/2026/JM, Date: 14.10.2026

All prospective bidders are hereby informed that, in the
newspaper advertisement published for Tender ID
2026_MAD_1046456_1, the NleT No. was inadvertently
mentioned as MAD/ULB/JM/AMRUT 2.0/NleT35/23-24 (2nd
Call) instead of the correct NleT No. MAD/ULB/JM/AMRUT 2.0/
NleT35/23-24.

Further, the Estimated Tender Value has been corrected from
Rs. 47,73,488.95 to Rs. 74,73,488.95 due to a typographical
error. All other terms and conditions of the original tender remain
unchanged.

UPHEDA —_—

Key Infarmation for the application 18 as follows

wl-m'ﬁuimh New and keneweble Energy Development Apency [UPHEDA)
(oegrer. of Refcltional Sounces off Drgngpe Goa. of UP)
Wistirt] Khand, Gamd Magar, Lackmye, LLF, - 235000 Tel, ho, 8522172065,
QSIT-TTRATO, ITI0EE0, WelrsRe whrm Lpreieen b, vl cormpresiafrediMrasl.oam

Oppertunity for Investors & Project Developers for setting up Floating Solar Projects

Online Applications can be made by Investors/Project Developers For allobment of
identified Dams Reservodrs for setting up Floating Solar Projects.

' E_l Cam/Reseror laass charges for publc ssdior

Rs. 1/Acme'year |

' I:-| Dam/Rigsarvnir |aass charpas for private sechor

|1} | Onfing Ragistration Fee

| Link for Slardand I."'prlr:'r-: Procadure (5.0 F) and

i )| Ginvt. arder No. 372187 dated 1403 2024

. I'I,.T-: iisalarupnedalin

R ZBE00 .00 (inclding Taxes|

R=. 15000\ Acrafyear

hitps:ifupreda.angin

Pedniled applicalion & proposcd wil b realated on il Cam Rt Seree Bosi scsanding 1o the 2 landerd
Opemting Procechre |50 doted 25,01 2025 & 30,00 X525 ond 5044 onder Ko 3727 doted 002004

Wate, Al applizations submittea’ U e fos! day of aoch month will be consddared oz pne greup.

Ref: Tender ID: 2026_MAD_1046456_1, NleT No: MAD/ULB/

rpita Neogi, w/o Ranadhir
Neogi, D/O Swadesh Majumder
& Minati Majumder, of 12/1A,
Judu Bhattacharya Lane, P.S.
Kalighat, Kol. - 26. That in my
Aadhaar Card and Pan Card my
name has been recorded as
Arpita Neogi. That in my Voter
Card and Passport my name has
been recorded as Arpita Majumder.
That Arpita Neogi and Arpita
Majumder both are the same and
identical person as per Affidavit
before the Notary Public at Alipore

being S. L. No. 52 dated 15.10.2026.

ER1IFL HoME LOAN

IIFL Home Finance Limited

CIN: U65993MH2006PLC166475

Regd. Office -IIFL House, Sun Infotech Park, Road No. 16V, Plot No. B-23, MIDC,
Thane Industrial Area, Wagle Estate, Thane-400604, Maharashtra | Tel: (91-124) 478 0900
Fax: (91-22) 2580 6654 | Email: secretarialhfc@iiflhomeloans.com | Website: www.iiflhomeloans.com

STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

Z in crores except otherwise stated

Fvalscdion Wil be done on ¢ manfily Besis
Wodal officer Defails: 57 Morandra Singh, Sankr Praject Qfficar-§,
Wk Mo D458 9007 Director, UPNEDA

Notice is hereby given to the general
public that my client Shyamal Kanti
Chattopadhyay son of Late Brojo
Mohon Chatterjee of 21, Ballygunge
Place, P.S. Gariahat, Kolkata-
700019 has lost/misplaced from his
custody the original Title Deed No.
4654 of 1999 registered in the
office of A.R.A. | Kolkata of flat
located at 2nd floor South side of
21 Ballygunge Place, P.S. Gariahat,
Kolkata 700019 from 14.05.2026
and lodged a G.D.E. vide No.526
dated 09.10.2026 at Gariahat P.S.
If anyone can find the lost deed
requested to contact 9831582870.
Any person/entity dealing with
the said document does so at
their own risk and responsibility.
Chandrima Ghosh
Advocate, Bar Library Room No.6
Alipore Judge Court, Kolkata- 700027
Mob. No. 9331041586

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Gopal Chandra Das S/O Lt. Ajit

( Quarter Ended Year Ended ) &uma;]r DaRs, ?Sigiln? ?\} 12/§21 Pg“g
ﬁ'o. Particulars September 30, 2026 | September 30,2025| March 31, 2026 Fle:)n(::r’ap'oo_a ’Sarsauna,o.P.S-y Or:d
Unaudited Unaudited Audited Behala now Sarsuna, Kolkata-
700061. In my daughter's West
1 [ Total Income from Operations 1,01.92 959.64 3,807.61 Bengal Board Of Seconday
2 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the periods / year ggggat'on MarkshheetbRoII 3812(’;‘%
(before Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items*®) 240.38 255.22 974.09 as G(;%ln%rgg ir?splaecin (E?Cgo;al
3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the periods / year before tax ggzngrg(%zsl'D-r;satiﬁﬂzaégggnggg
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items*) 240.38 255.22 974.09 one identical person before the Ld.
. . 1st Class Judicial Magistrate at
4 | Net Proﬂt/(l._oss) for the penods/year.after tax Alipore Court vide Affidavit no.
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items*) 188.01 194.41 745.81 81143 dated. 14.09.2026.
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the periods / year
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the periods / year (after
tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] 184.27 183.99 747.58
6 | Paid up Equity Share Capital 26.34 26.34 26.34
7 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve, if any) 8,464.77 7,806.68 8,038.34 DUBRAJPUR : BIRBHUM]
8 | Securities Premium Account (included in SI. No.7-Reserves) 2,969.65 2,969.65 2,969.65 Abridged Notice Inviting Tender
9| Net worth 849112 7,833.02 8,064.68 R e
10 | Paid up Debt Capital / Outstanding Debt 23,966.68 20,236.84 22,712.67 Dated-13/10/2026
11 | Outstanding Redeemable Preference Shares Not Applicable | Not Applicable | Not Applicable glod;DevebP;eZl:F)fﬁoer:rD;dbmil;ur
N N N N evelopment Block invites Tenders for
12 | Debt Equity Ratio (in-times) 2.82 2.58 2.82 4(Four) nos of work closed on 17.11.2026 at
13 | Earnings Per Share (of ¥10/- each) 06;:;1? ?nmﬂeddinbhf:ﬁm‘ind“diﬂs
(for continuing and discontinued operations) a:ﬂabia;m?thewei:i:e =
(not annualised for the quarters) tenders.wb.gov.in
R S Sd/-Block Development Officer
Basic: (in %) 71.36 73.79 283.10 Dubrajpur Development Block ,
¢ Diluted: (in %) 70.69 7317 280.77 Birbhum
14 | Capital Redemption Reserve Not Applicable | Not Applicable | Not Applicable
15 | Debenture Redemption Reserve Not Applicable | Not Applicable | Not Applicable
16 | Debt Service Coverage Ratio Not Applicable | Not Applicable | Not Applicable DUSRATPUR DEVELOPMENT BLOC
(17 | Interest Service Coverage Ratio Not Applicable | Not Applicable | Not Applicable )

# - Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary items adjusted in the Statement of Profit and Loss in accordance with Ind AS

Rules/ AS Rules, whichever is applicable.
Note:

1. The above unaudited standalone financial results for the quarter ended September 30, 2026, have been reviewed
and recommended by the Audit Committee and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors of the Company
at their respective meetings held on October 14, 2026. The Joint Statutory Auditors have carried out the limited
review of the aforesaid results and have issued an unmodified conclusion.

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of financial results for the quarter and half-year ended September 30,
2026 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015 ("Listing Regulations”). The full format of the financial results are available on
National Stock Exchange of India Limited (NSE): www.nseindia.com, BSE Limited (BSE): www.bseindia.com and can

be accessed on the website of the Company: www.iiflhomeloans.com/investor-relations/financials.

3. For the other line items referred in Regulation 52(4) of the Listing Regulations, pertinent disclosures have been
made to Stock Exchanges and available on NSE: www.nseindia.com, BSE: www.bseindia.com and can be accessed
on the website of the Company: www.iiflhomeloans.com/investor-relations/financials.

4. The Accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the financial results are consistent with those followed in the

previous periods /year unless otherwise stated.

5. Previous periods / year figures have been regrouped/reclassified wherever necessary to conform to the current

period's presentation..

Date: October 14, 2026
Place: Mumbai

By order of the Board
For IIFL Home Finance Limited

Girish Kousgi

Managing Director & CEO

DIN: 08524205

Abridged Notice Inviting Tender
Tender Notice No - 14/DDB/2026
Memo No - 1510/DDB/2026
Dated-14/10/2026

Block Development Officer, Dubrajp
Development Block invites Tenders for
15(Fifteen) nos of work closed on
05.11.2026 at 06.55 PM. Detailed
information including downloading and
uploading time are available from the
website tenders.wb.gov.in
Sd/-Block Development Officer
Dubrajpur Development Block
Birbhum

IDUBRAJPUR : BIRB] [
Abridged Notice Inviting
Tender Notice No -
12/DDB/2026(VB-G RAM G)
Memo No - 2480/DDB/2026
Dated - 12/10/2026

» BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML, 1st Floor,

BBMP Building, Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 560 052

No: DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/30/2026-27 Date: 15.10.2026
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (0nly Through GOK KPP Portal) Call-04

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on
behalf of the Managing Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders
for the Services mentioned in the table given below.

SL Amount put to EMD Costof |
No(  Name of the Work  |tender per annum (InRs) Tender oerioa:
(Rs.in Lakhs) Document| P
Primary Collection and Rs.1,00,000/- through
Secondary e payment mode under of
Transportation of the following i.e., online /

1 Municipal solid waste 176959 RTGS/NEFT/OTCand | As per 84
(MSW) and Street e the balance Rs.16,70,000/-| e- Portal | Months
sweeping waste in by bank Guarantee/FDR

BTM Layout division issued by Nationalized /
(Package-18) Call-04 Scheduled Bank

(1) Tender documents can be downloaded from KPP Portal : 16.10.2026 (2) Last date to upload pre-bid
queriesin KPP Portal : 21.10.2026 before 17:30 hrs. (3) Tender Pre Bid meeting : 22.10.2026 at 15:00
hrs. at above mentioned office, (4) Last Date of Receipt of Tender : 28.10.2026 before 17.00 hrs.
(5) Opening of Technical Bid : 29.10.2026 after 17.30 hrs.
More details can be downloaded from website - https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/-
DIPR/CP/3262/Shirdi Sai/2026-27 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML.

y BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML, 1st Floor, BBMP Building,
Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 560 052

No: DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/32/2026-27 Date: 15.10.2026
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (0nly through GOK KPP Portal) Call-03

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the
Managing Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services
mentioned in the table given below.

Amount put to Cost of

Name of Work tender per annum EMD Contract

SI Tender
(Rs.in Lakhs) (InRs) period

2 Document

Rs.1,00,000/- through
Primary Collection and e payment mode under

Secondary Transportation of of the following i.e., online

Municipal solid waste (MSW) /RTGS/NEFT/OTC | As per
. 1,214.38 and the balance e-Portal

gnd Street sweeping ngste Rs.14,00,000/- by bank

in Yelahanka division Guarantee/FDR issued

(Package-32) Call-3 by Nationalized /

scheduled Bank

84
Months

(1) Tender documents can be downloaded from KPP Portal : 16.10.2026, (2) Last date to upload pre-
bid queries in KPP Portal: 21.10.2026 before 17:30 hrs. (3) Tender Pre Bid meeting : 22.10.2026 at
15:00 hrs. at above mentioned office. (4) Last Date of Receipt of Tender : 28.10.2026 before
17.00 hrs. (5) Opening of Technical Bid : 29.10.2026 after 17.30 hrs.
More details can be downloaded from website - https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/-
DIPR/CP/3264/SHIRDI SAI/2026-27 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML.

_ BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML, 1st Floor, BBMP Building,
Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 560 052

No: DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/29/2026-27 Date: 15.10.2026
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (0nly through GOK KPP Portal) Call-03

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the
Managing Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services
mentioned in the table given below.

Amount put to Cost of
ﬁl Name of Work tender per annum (IIrE1NI|22) Tender C::rti?;t
(Rs.in Lakhs) Document
1 | Primary Collection and Rs.1,00,000/- through
Secondary Transportation of e payment mode under
Municipal solid waste (MSW) of the following i.e.,
and Street sweeping waste 172387 online / RTGS/NEFT/ | As per 84
in Shivajinagara division e OTC and the balance | e-Portal Month
(Package-4) Call-3 Rs.16,24,000/- onths

by bank Guarantee/FDR
issued by Nationalized
/scheduled Bank

(1) Tender documents can be downloaded from KPP Portal : 16.10.2026, (2) Last date to upload
pre-bid queries in KPP Portal: 21.10.2026 before 17:30 hrs. (3) Tender Pre Bid meeting : 22.10.2026
at15:00 hrs. at above mentioned office. (4) Last Date of Receipt of Tender : 28.10.2026 before 17.00
hrs. (5) Opening of Technical Bid : 29.10.2026 after 17.30 hrs.
More details can be downloaded from website - https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-
DIPRICP/3261/SHIRDI SAIf2026-27 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML.

g BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

p Office of the Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML, 1st Floor, BBMP Building, Thimmaiah Road,
WS’ Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru-560052.

No. DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/31/2026-27 Date: 15.10.2026
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER cail-06 (Through GOK KPPP Portal only)

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the
Managing Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services
mentioned in the table given below

Amount Put to

EMD Cost of
i Name of the Work 18ncer pen i Tender Cont.ract
No. annum (inRs.) period
Document

(Rs. in Lakhs)

Rs.1,00,000/- through
e payment mode under of
the following i.e., online /
RTGS/NEFT/OTC and As per 84
the balance Rs.17,60,000/-| e-Portal | Months

Primary Collection and
Secondary Transportation of
1| Municipal solid waste (MSW) 1,859.56
and Street sweeping waste in

RR Nagar- 2division by bank Guarantee/FDR
(Packa 6?31) Call-06 issued by Nationalized
g /scheduled Bank

Block Develop Officer, Dubraj
Development Block invites Tenders for
11(Eleven) no of works closed on
22.10.2026 at 06.55 PM. Detailed
information including downloading and
uploading time are available from the
website tenders.wb.gov.in
Sd/-Block Development Officer
Dubrajpur Development Block
Birbhum

(1)Tender documents can be downloaded from KPP Portal : 16.10.2026 (2) Last date to upload pre-bid
queries in KPP Portal: 21.10.2026 before 17:30 hrs. (3) Tender Pre Bid meeting : 22.10.2026 at 15:00
hrs. at above mentioned office (4) Last Date of Receipt of Tender : 28.10.2026 before 17.00 hrs.
(5) Opening of Technical Bid :29.10.2026 after 17.30 hrs.

More details can be downloaded from website-https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/-

DIPR/CP/3263/SSC/2026-27 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML.

Kolkata
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CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Haaland
scores twice
but PSG beat
Man City 4-2

Paris Saint-Germain's Maghnes
Akliouche celebrates scoring
his side's fourth goal against
Manchester City. ap

Reuters
October 15

TWICE-DEFENDING cham-
pions Paris St Germain beat
Manchester City 4-2in a pulsat-
ing Champions League en-
counter on Wednesday, their
devastating first-half display
proving decisive against a City
side playing under a cloud of
scrutiny.

On abreathless night featur-
ing 46 goals, Bradley Barcola
scored a hat-trickin Liverpool's
6-3 thrashing of LASK, Aston
Villarecorded the biggest Euro-
pean victory in their history
with a 6-0 thrashing of Fener-
bahce and Real Madrid staged
a stunning late comeback to
beat ASRoma4-3.

But no fixture carried more
intrigue than the Etihad clash,
where City played their first
home game since being found
guilty of 114 breaches of finan-
cial rules.

City, who have denied all
wrongdoing and appealed the
verdict, were carved open by
PSG in the first half. Desire
Doue and Ousmane Dembele
scored less than two minutes
apart before Warren Zaire-
Emery's clever touch released
Vitinha to drive the third
beyond Gianluigi Donna-
rumma in the 32nd minute.

City emerged transformed
after the break and Erling Haa-
land headed in Iliman Ndiaye's
cross in the 53rd minute to be-
come the fastest player toreach
60 Champions League goals,
hitting the landmark in 60
games compared with Lionel
Messi’s previous record of 80.

City's joy was short-lived as
Maghnes Akliouche's stunning
long-range strike found the net
despite Donnarummagettinga
handtoit.

Haaland had the City fans
on their feet when he swept
home Ayyoub Bouaddi's passin
the 75th minute for his second,
before Donnarumma made up
for his blunder by saving a pen-

alty from Ferran Torres.

e KEY RESULTS
ManCity |2-4 |PSG
Roma 3-4 |Real Madrid
Shakhtar  |3-1 |AEK
AstonVilla |6-O |Fenerbahce
Betis 3-2 |Porto
Bodo/Glimt |1-0 |Dortmund

INDIA VS WEST INDIES

Behind the 200-run deluge: The
crumbling defensive mechanism

In their alacrity to
grab wickets,
India’s bowlers
have sacrificed the
art of choke

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, October 15

AT THE conclusion of the ODI
series against the West Indies,
which was a high-scoring con-
test like the T20Is that followed,
India captain Shubman Gill
made a frank assessment.

On flat decks despite bow-
ling firstin relatively better con-
ditions, Gill said India’s attack
often struggled in terms of clar-
ity whether to defend or attack
when the West Indies power-
hitters used the long levers.

Cuttothe T20Is, where both
teams head to Bengaluru with
the series on the line, Shreyas
Iyer, the captain in the shortest
format may well concur with
Gill. Barring the first T20I,
where West Indies managed
only 171 batting first, in each of
the next three outings, the to-
tals have been above 200.

At Ranchi, after piling up
249/5, Tyer watched his attack
concede 252/4 with 9 balls re-
maining. While they did hold
their nerve at Indore’s Holkar
Stadium, where bowlers don’t
have the luxury of big bound-
aries, in Hyderabad the hosts
paid the price for letting West
Indies put up 247/3, which hap-
pened to be beyond India’s
reach. While the flat decks and
dew haven’thelped their cause,
India have seldom relied on de-
fensive lines.

IntheIPL, particularly after
the Impact Player rule came
about, which saw an upswing
in the totals beyond 200, most
teams preferred a defensive
mechanism with the ball. Wide
yorkers, short deliveries dug
into the surface with pace off,

Arshdeep Singh has the skills, like slow bouncers and wide yorkers, to stem the runrate. pi

spinners bowling away from
the hitting arc, were some of the
tactics that bowling units came
up with to withstand the
power-hitters.

Attacking plan

Butinaseries where Jasprit
Bumrah has been rested,
India’s plans have gone awry at
times. To their credit, they have
largely stuck to their attacking
plan - where they believe tak-
ing wickets is the best form of
attack. Even during the T20
World Cup, when they played
three successive high-scoring
fixtures en route to lifting the
title, it was their preferred op-
tion. Butin that team, India had
Bumrah to deliver.

Butin hisabsence, and Kul-
deep Yadav not chosenin the XI
because of the not-so-favour-
able conditions, they have still
been brave in sticking to the

philosophy and are watching
the Windies batsmen muscle
their way through.

It brings the question why
India haven’t taken the defens-
ive ploy. It is not as if the cur-
rent lot are not bankable in
terms of executing the defens-
ive ploy.

Arshdeep Singh, for in-
stance, has been phenomenal
atit, delivering notjust the wide
yorkers, but capable of mixing
the slow bouncers and short
balls whenever the situation
demands. Beyond the left-arm
seametr, India have preferred to
go in with Mayank Yadav and
Prince Yadav — two young
seamers who are making their
way in and have made into the
team on the back of their stint
with Lucknow Super Giants.

At LSG, working with bow-
ling coach Bharat Arun, they
too have largely embraced the

attacking philosophy.

It means, at the death, de-
spite their inexperience, the
two pacers have relied on what
hasworked for them —to attack
the line of stumps, a formula
that they are so used to.

Prince, in particular, thanks
to the ability to curve the ball
back with his slightly round-
arm action, has been able to
execute theyorkers. In the third
T20IinIndore, his yorkers only
stopped the West Indies from
flexing their musclesintheend.
Butat the same time, on the oc-
casions heslightly erred inline,
he has seen the ball sail over.

While Mayank hasbeenim-
pressive with his raw pace, even
rushing the batsmen with his
back of the length deliveries,
that has even skidded at times,
intermsof showing his defens-
ive side, he still looks a novice.

The reluctance of the

Barringthefirst
T20I, where West
Indies managed only
171 battingfirst, in
each ofthenext three
outings, thetotals
have been above 200.

seamers to have a Plan Bmeant
the spinners, in particular Kul-
deep during the outing at Ran-
chi where he leaked 53 in his
four overs, tried to deliver out-
side the hitting arc by bowling
wide. Even Axar Patel has re-
sorted to the same tactic and
bore the brunt.

Now, as India head to M
Chinnaswamy Stadium, they
encounter the biggest test of all.
The venue is unforgiving for
bowlers, where the margin of
error is so small that even mis-
hits tend to travel the distance.
In successive editions of the
IPL, the home team Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru showed they
could turn the venue into a for-
tress by marryingthe attacking
bowling options with defensive
options.

It is the venue where the
bowlers are expected to show
their creative side, where they
need to find ways to keep the
batting side to a score that can
be chased. It can happen with
wickets. Or it can happen
merely by slowing the run-rate.

Head coach Gautam Gamb-
hir speaking after the loss at
Ranchi, where he came down
heavily on the pitches in the
series, acknowledged the
necessity to find a way.

“Ifyouwant to keep improv-
ing, you don't want to put any-
thing under the carpet. We are
aworld-champion team so we
want to keep improving. These
are obviously tough conditions
to bowl - we know flat wickets
with the dew - obviously it's
tough but we need to figure out
and find the way,” he said.

Tilak’s dismissal was the turning point: Samson

Express News Service
Hyderabad, October 15

WHEN TILAK Varma and Nit-
ish Kumar Reddy joined forces
on Wednesday night, India’s
248-run chase had looked im-
probable. Still, as their partner-
ship flourished, it gave the
home side hope of pulling off a
thriller over the West Indies.
With 48 needed from 19 balls,
Romario Shepherd induced a
false shot from Tilak. From
there on, it was one-way traffic,
with West Indies winning by 24
runs in Hyderabad.

India opener Sanju Samson,
who set the start ablaze with a
sparkling half-century, rued Ti-
lak’s dismissal as the tipping
point. “The turning point of the
match was when Tilak got out.
We were cruising through the

game. We were scoring those
10-20 runs really nicely, Reddy
and Tilak were taking the press-
ure, and they were batting
really well, so till that moment
we were in the chase,” Samson
told reporters after the fourth
T20I.

Indiawere in abit of a pickle
when the duo got together at
130/5, still needing 118 runs
from 50 deliveries. Samson was
delighted with the fightback
the side put up despite losing
wicketsin a cluster through the
middle overs.

“Thatisagreatthingtohave
actually, even after losing five
wickets, having that kind of
control, with two young crick-
eterstaking on the pressure and
the West Indian bowling
lineup,” Samson said.

Although it was an impres-

Tilak Varma made 43 off 25 balls at No.5 in the fourth T20I. ani

sive fightback, the lower-order
partnership had too muchtodo
in the end. “To be very honest,
these things happen. Mistakes
are bound to happen. We just

have to keep going and be posi-
tive,” Samson said.

Ishan Kishan (6 off 3) and
Abhishek Sharma (29 off 24)
had an off day, but Samson was

adamant about the quality both
southpaws possess.

“Ishanand Abhishekare the
world’s best top two batters,
you can’t ask anything more of
them. One game is okay. Abhis-
hekjust scored a really good 70
in the last game, and Ishan is
consistently scoring a lot of
runs, so I think one game is to-
tally fine.”

The failure of his fellow
opener didn’t stop Samson. It
was a day Samson gave India
theinitial turbocharge with his
23-ball 56. Despite the half-cen-
tury, he said he was gutted. “It
feels very different when you
are on the losing side, so I am
actually a bit gutted at the mo-
ment. I definitely wanted to be
onthewinningside; I think my
contribution should have been
on the winning side,” he said.

BADMINTON WORLD JUNIORS

Jagsher fights back
fromasetdownto
guarantee medal

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, October 15

JAGSHER SINGH Khangurra,
playing from the faster side of
the Cairo courts atthe Badmin-
ton World Junior Champion-
ships, sent eight lifts long to
lose the first set 6-15.

How the youngster man-
aged to pull the match back
from 6-15and 11-13down in the
second, isthestory of India’sla-
test junior World medallist.

Dependable net play and
placement badminton in typi-
cal, classical Indian style were
the two things that helped Pun-
jab youngster confirm a medal
for India and himself in Egypt
on Thursday.

Playing the second match of
the day, the bespectacled
shuttler from Nabha town on
the outskirts of Patiala, de-
feated Taiwanese Yuan Syue
Jhuang, with a stunning 6-15,
17-15, 15-12 comeback in the
quarterfinals at the Cairo Inter-
national Stadium.

Jhuang was up 13-11 and
two points away from a win
when the Indian kept his pa-
tience and calmly turned the
tables on his opponent.

A slightly defensive-
oriented player Jagsher might
be, but it was his deep defense
from the back-hand corner that
pulled him out of the ditch in
the opener, according to coach
Sagar Chopra. Jagsher next
plays Radithya Bayu Ward-
hana, afellow rally-player from
Indonesia and will fancy his
chances of making the finals
and fighting for the top prize.

“The feeling can’t be ex-
pressed in words. It’s simply
awesome getting a medal for
India. I was dreaming of play-
ing in World Juniors for almost
5-6 years. I have already se-
cured a medal, but I'll be fight-
ing for gold,” Jagsher told the
BWEF, while at his first world
juniors. “It’s very creditable,
given he had lost to the same
player in team event when 6
points up,” Sagar said.

Jagsher, a former Under-17
national champion and U15
Asian medallist, has a mini-
Tanvi Sharma story. Like her,
his mother Rashpal played vol-
leyball too, though not profes-
sionally. She is a government
school teacher just like his
father Manpreet Singh. This is
the second successive year
when a shuttler from Punjab is
medalling at the World junior
individuals. Last year Tanvi
Sharmawonsilver in Guwahati.

Tough first set

Jagsher admitted to being
blown out in the opening set
against the hard smashing Tai-
wanese. But he used his net
skills and placement badmin-
ton well to shift momentum.
Realising a medal was slipping
away, he reminded himselfthat
he needed to buck up for his
family and India. “His smashes
are really good. He outplayed
me in the first set,” he told the

Jagsher Singh Khangurra beat
Taiwan’s Yuan Syue Jhuang
6-15,17-15,15-12 in the
quarterfinals in Cairo.

Treesa-Gayatri
face familiarfoes
insemifinals

India’s World Championship
bronze medallists pair of Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
will run into Pearly Tan and
Thinaah Muralitharan once
more in a space of a month, as
they hope to advance into the
semis of the Super 750 Den-
mark Open.

The Indian pairing, back in
the Top 20 at rank 18, defeated
the Indonesian World No 10s
Rachel Allesya Rose and Febi
Setianingrum, 21-16, 21-17 in a
45-minute wringer of a high in-
tensity match. The Indian duo
showed finishing finesse in the
first and raced to an early 11-5
lead to run away with the
match and make their deepest
foray into a Super 750. It’s the
third straight quarters they
reached after Delhi Worlds and
Nagoya Asiad. ENS

BWE. “Iwasn’t able to control.
But in the second set, I started
talking to myself. That this is a
quarterfinal match. I have to
play for India. For my parents. It
gave me alot of boost. I thought
Iwill not leave any shuttle.”
When Jagsher won the
North Zone title few months
back, he had surprised his par-
ents by booking them into a 5
Star hotel for the first time.
“We had never beento a5
Star. But we were accompany-
ing him to Jalandhar and he
said, ‘iss baar main aapko meri
taraf se hotel mein leke jaunga’
(This time I will put you up in a
hotel). He made all the bookings.
But the World juniors medal
makes me happier,” he said.
Punjab Badminton Associ-
ation secretary Ritin Khanna
said this was a massive result
for the impact it held for the
male shuttlers. “This is histori-
cal. Tanvi has already won for
us. Jagsher’s success will be in-
spiring in a state like Punjab
where drugs is such an issue.
Results like Jagsher’s can in-
spire and offer direction to
misled youth,” Khanna said.

o NO LONGER AN IMPOSTER

With wickets under his belt, Pithiya wants to shed the ‘duplicate Ashwin’ tag

Lalith Kalidas
New Delhi, October15

MAHESH PITHIYA knows
what an overnight shot to fame
feels like. He basked in it three
years ago, when a touring Aus-
tralian Test team scouted him
from Instagram reels to counter
their biggest sub-continent
spin nemesis, his idol, R Ash-
win. Four matches into his
First-Class career, a label stuck
to Pithiya, then 21. After bow-
ling in Bengaluru and Nagpur
with the mighty Aussies and a
fleeting interaction with Ash-
win, only the name remained.
Pithiya had become the “dupli-
cate” Ashwin, the ‘Ashwin im-
personator’.

He has lived in those
shadows long enough. Pithiya
now relies on an unglamorous
grind that strives to banish
those early impressions, thrust
upon him for eyeballs before a
marquee international series.

On Wednesday, the Baroda
off-spinner clinched his 100th
First-Class wicket in his 25th
appearance.

Pithiya’s nine-wicket match

haul propelled the side to a
smooth innings victory over
Goa in Panaji in their Ranji
Trophy season opener.

Hailing from an obscure vil-
lage in Gujarat’s Junagadh dis-
trict, Pithiya’s worldview has
shifted over time. There is no
Ashwin to counter, but if the
Aussies come calling before the
next Border-Gavaskar Trophy
series in early 2027, he has an
answer ready.

“Ab mere unke saamne
khelna ka plan hai (This time I
plan to play against them),” Pi-
thiya tells The Indian Express.

The numbers stand out in
bold. Since the 2023-24 season,
Pithiya’s 95 wickets are the sec-
ond-highest among off-
spinners, only behind Jalaj
Saxena (105). His eight five-fors,
the latest occurring during the
demolition of Goa, are the joint-
best among off-spinners in the
period.

India’s Test transition has
yet to produce proven clai-
mants for the role left vacant
upon Ashwin’s retirement in
late 2024. Pithiya believes he
has a stake somewhere down

theline.

“EversinceIstarted playing
professional cricket, my mind-
set hasbeen clear: after Ashwin,
if there is anyone, it is me.
WhetherIend up playingor not
issecondary, but my mindset is
that after Ashwin, I am next,”
he says.

The journey has been far
from straightforward since he
first watched an international
cricket match at a public
screening in 2013 and was left
stupefied when a Tamil Nadu
spinner’s action mirrored his
own. “People in my village
know nothing about cricket.
My father is a farmer. Leaving
from there was like going
against my family’s wishes. The
village is nice to visit, but if you
want to achieve something,
you have to leave."

Tea-stall worker

A cricketing dream first
took him to Porbandar, before
acoach’sadvice drove the Saur-
ashtra-born Pithiya towards
Barodain2014. “Tjoined alocal
club, but my situation wasn’t
good. I worked during the

Since the 2023-24 season, Pithiya has taken 95 wickets, second
most by an off-spinner after Jalaj Saxena. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

nights at a tea stall. My elder
brother got a job in the city a
few years later. We survived on
his salary,” recalls Pithiya.

Steady progression through
the age-group rungs has lifted
Pithiya out of financial con-
straints, fuelling a sterner

Eversincel

started playing
professional cricket,
my mindset has been
clear: after Ashwin, if
thereis anyone, itis
me. WhetherIend up
playing or notis
secondary, but my
mindset is that after
Ashwin, I am next”

MAHESH PITHIYA
BARODA OFF-SPINNER

dream to win the India cap.
“Our condition has improved
once I began playing for Ba-
roda. My entire family has
shifted to the city,” he says.
Despite a trunk of wickets,
Pithiya’s progression has been
partially dented after Baroda
failed to qualify for the Ranji
Trophy knockouts over two
seasons. A Duleep Trophy call-
up for the West Zone has eluded
him. “That is perhaps the only
reason why I haven’t received

Kolkata

the call-up. Itis one of my goals
to see that Baroda qualify for
the knockouts this time,” the
24-year-old says.

The zonal snub did not stop
the national selectors from
tracking his progress. Pithiya
has made the BCCI’s Centre of
Excellence (CoE) camp and
tournament for emerging
players for two successive sea-
sons. Pithiya revelled in recent
stints with spin legends Anil
Kumble and Harbhajan Singh
at the Bengaluru facility.

Former Bengal off-spinner
Saurasish Lahiri, who coached
the winning team that included
Pithiya in the CoE’s emerging
tournament, acknowledged his
expanding skill set.

Any comparison with Ash-
win ends beyond Pithiya’s
high-arm action and approach
to the crease. The technical
firmness provides Pithiya
greater depth over a mere copy-
cat.

“Most spinners prepare
themselves mainly for white-
ball cricket today. But I have
seen Mahesh and learnt about
his mindset. He is prepared to

go through the grind. He loved
tobowl alot at the nets. He can
goon forhours,” Lahiri tells this
newspaper.

Operating from a shorter
frame than Ashwin, Pithiya
relieson aninnate understand-
ing of his angles and bowling
release.

“He has gotawonderful, re-
peatable action and brilliant re-
lease. He knows how to control
the spin with a solid release
point and run-up. On good
wickets you have to be relent-
less. He is always prepared to
bowl those 25-30 overs. In red-
ball cricket, you have to bank
on your stock ball, which he
does smoothlywith an efficient
action. I'm happy to know how
quickly he has reached 100
wickets,” Lahiri adds.

He seeks to impress no one,
but a longer interaction with
Ashwin remains on top of his
wishlist.

Pithiya is his own man now,
intent on becoming Ashwin’s
successor, not his imperson-
ator, before Australia hits the
Indian shores again next
summer.
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Mandaviya
stresseson
developing
steady pipeline

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 15

DEVELOPING A steady pipe-
line of top-level athletes wasthe
major focus of the review meet-
ing after the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games on Thursday.

The meeting was attended
by sports minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and representatives
of several National Sports Fed-
erations (NSFs).

India finished fourth at the
Games with 85 medals (21gold,
27 silver, 37 bronze), 21 fewer
than the haul at the 2023 edi-
tion at Hangzhou. Office-
bearers of major NSFs - includ-
ing those of shooting, athletics,
boxing, archery, squash and
wushu - were present for the
stock-taking exercise, with the
main concern being the prep-
aration of the next rung of
quality athletes.

“How long will Mirabai
Chanu alone keep winning
medals for us? We need to pro-
duce 10 more Mirabai Chanus.
Every federation must take this
responsibility seriously. We
have to identify talent, provide
theright trainingand create an
environment in which athletes
can progress to the highest
level,” Mandaviya said in a
press release.

=
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How long will

Mirabai Chanu
alone keep winning
medals for us? We
need to produce 10
more Mirabai
Chanus”

MANSUKH MANDAVIYA,
UNION SPORTS MINISTER

The NSFs conclave on
Thursday reviewed India’s
Asian Games performance and
sought a platform to assess
preparations for the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics, 2030 Com-
monwealth Games in Ahmeda-
bad and the 2030 Asiad in
Doha. The meetingwas held on
the same day that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi interacted
with Indian athletes who had
competed at Aichi-Nagoya.

“There were conversations
around the development of
more athletes with the sports
minister making his stand clear
and asking federations to take
this responsibility as a non-ne-
gotiable one,” a source close to
the development told The In-
dian Express.

Apart fromthe review of the
Asiad performance, Indian
Olympic Association (IOA)
President PT Usha raised the
matter of injured athletes
travelling for the mega event.
However, the minister asked
everyone to focus on the road
ahead instead of looking at spe-
cific cases.

“But there were no major
fireworks. The federations
presented their insights and the
minister asked them to plan
ahead," a source told PTI.

The sports ministry, before
the Games, had stated that
more than Rs 700 crore had
been spent for preparing the
athletes over a three-year cycle.
India had sentatotal of 501ath-
letes to the Games.

Vegetable-seller’s son’s medal hat-trick at U23 wrestling Worlds

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, October 15

FOR THREE consecutive edi-
tions (2024, 2025, 2026) of the
U23 World Wrestling Cham-
pionships, Vishvajit More has
been India’s only medallist in
the Greco-Roman category.

But the 22-year-old from
Kolhapur, Maharashtra, broke
new ground in Las Vegas on
Thursday morning, becoming
the firstIndian toentera Greco-
Roman final in the age-group
global event.

Though he lost a narrow
bout 12-13 to Koba Karumizde
of Georgia in the 55kg class,
More made India's presence
felt by beating opponents
from wrestling powerhouses

Iran and Russia on his way to
the final.

More comes from a farming
and vegetable-selling family in
Sarwade village of Kolhapur
district. The son of Ramchan-
dra More and Parvati had no
clear pathway in front of him to
realise his ambition to become
an international wrestler.

“We are a farming family.
My father sells the vegetables
we produce and my mother
helps him on the farm during
the harvest season.

Vishvajit used to wrestle as
akid but we had never thought
that he would reach this level,”
his elder brother Vinayak told
TheIndian Express from Kolha-
pur.

As a six-year-old, Vishvajit

Vishvajit More was India’s only
medallistin Greco-Roman. uww

would go to the akhada in his
village, where he developed his
interest in the sport.

“As akid, he regularly used

Helearntthe craft
under the watchful
eyes of Subedar
Ranjit Mahadik,
whoservedasthe
coach

togotothe akhada and wrestle
with the trainees there. Ear-
lier, we thought it was just a
hobby. However, when he
started winning medals, we
realised he can have a good ca-
reer,” Vinayak said.

When Vishvajit started tak-
ingbigstrides in the sport, it de-
manded alot of resources from
the More family. “Pehelwan ba-
nana itna bhi aasan nahi hota

hai. (It is not easy to make a
wrestler). He needed a proper
diet even at the junior level as
the competition used to be
tough. My father had to adjust
a few expenses here and there
to make sure Vishvajit was fed
properly,” the brother recalled.

Thesacrifices paid off when
Vishvajit was selected for the
Army Boys Company in Bel-
gaum in 2019 at the age of 15.
“He is the youngest in the
family. When he was selected
for the Army Boys Company,
we felt proud but a bit sad too.
But the selection was the per-
fect pathway for him to attain
glory atthe international level.”

Consistent progress
Vishvajit entered the Army

Boys Company as a 48kg
wrestler who had no idea of
what Greco-Roman was. He
learnt the craftunder the watch-
ful eyes of Subedar Ranjit Maha-
dik, who served as the coach.

“He didn't know much
about Greco-Roman, it was all
new to him. He trained with us
at the centre for 6-7 years, and
kept improving and winning
medals. Every year, as his age-
group eligibility changed —
from Under-15 to Under-17 to
Under-20 — he won medals at
the national level in his weight
category,” Ranjit told this paper.

“We have 30 good wrestlers
who were his sparring partners
here. That resulted in his rapid
development.”

The consistent progress and

medals at the national and in-
ternational levels helped Vish-
vajitjoin the Army as a havildar
and was inducted into its
Mission Olympic Wing. Cur-
rently, he trains at the Army
Sports Institute in Pune.

“At the ASI, he got more ex-
posure. What makes him really
goodishisunderstanding of the
game. His tactical awareness is
second to none,” said Ranjit.

With three medals at the
U23 World Championships,
Ranyjit thinksit is the right time
for Vishvajit to step up.

“He is ready to make a
splash at the senior level. To-
day’s medal was historic but I
believe there are many more
medals waiting for him,” his
former coach stressed.

INTERVIEW: KAPIL DEV

We need to promote golf... Why
should cricket have all the fame?

In Kapil Dev, the PGTI president, golf
has an administrator possessing the zeal
to make the sport more accessible

Tushar Bhaduri
New Delhi, October 15

IF ONE doesn’t pay attention to
the nameplate while entering
oneof theapartmentsina posh
Central Delhi residential com-
plex, there may be noway of as-
certaining — at first glance —
that the owner is one of the big-
gest names in world cricket.

In the rooms accessible to
visitors, there are no pictures,
trophies or mementos to sug-
gest that Kapil Dev is a former
India captain, who led the
country to become world
champions for the first time,
wasat one time among the holy
quartet of great all-rounders —
alongside Imran Khan, Ian Bo-
tham and Richard Hadlee -
and has played a big role in
making cricket the national ob-
session that it became in subse-
quent years.

That was several decades
ago, but Kapil remains relevant
in present times as well — not
justasaformer cricketer, butas
abusinessman, agolfadminis-
trator, media personality and
social worker. He has no inten-
tion of stopping anytime soon.

“I'm not going to retire as
long as I can work. For me, re-
tirement comes when the Al-
mighty calls you,” he says.

When one mentions the ab-
sence of any visual evidence on
display of Kapil’s great and in-
delible association with the bat-
and-ball game, one is shown a
big photograph conveniently
hidden behind the open door of
the apartment — showing the
protagonist receiving the World
Cup on that heady evening of
June 25,1983.

But if one asks what his pri-
mary passion is these days,
Kapil wouldn’t waste a mo-
ment before replying - golf. In-
terestingly, this is a sport he
hardly knew during his cricket-
playing days, and had to be ca-
joled into trying by friends. “I
played a lot of games in my
younger days apart from
cricket - football, basketball,
squash — but had never tried
golf. It was only at the insist-
ence of a few of my friends in
Chandigarh thatIwent toagolf
course and tried the sport,”
Kapil recalls.

Once hedid, hewas hooked
immediately, even though he

doesn’t see many similarities
between golf and cricket. “The
only common featureistheim-
portance of hand-eye coordina-
tion,” he says.

“It’s a beautiful game,
played in beautiful surround-
ings and a way to meet friends.
The greenery you see makes
you happy. It’s also a game
without an age limit; with the
handicap system, you can play
with your grandchildren as well
as a professional or a person of
high social and political stat-
ure.”

Golf is still a niche sport in
India. But as Kapil’s interest in
the game grew, the administra-
tors couldn’t have hoped for a
better brand ambassador for
the sport to broaden its appeal.
Here was a son of the soil, born
and raised outside the major
metropolitan centres, who had
made it big in a colonial sport
with talent and hard work.

Another facet that may have
attracted Kapil to golf could be
its individual nature, where
wins and losses can be at-
tributed to the one player, in
contrast to cricket. He is now
the president of the Profes-
sional Golf Tour of India (PGTI)
and his profile and contacts are
useful in opening many doors
forthe sportthat’sstill tryingto
spread to the nooks and corners
of the country.

“When we started playing
cricket, it was also largely re-
stricted to metros. There were
hardly any players coming out-
side of Delhi, Bombay, Banga-
lore, Hyderabad or Chennai.
The game was popularised and
patronized in India by royal
families. If cricket can become
agame of the people, there’sno
reason why golf can’t become
more popular,” he says.

Access, identification of tal-
ent and entry-level expendi-
ture are other barriers, and
that’'swhere hisrole at the head
of PGTI comesin.

“It’s my responsibility to
provide a fair chance to the
youngsters coming up, you
never knowwho hasthe talent.
We need to promote the game
and have more golf courses.
Why should only cricketers
have name, fame and money?

“As far as expenditure is
concerned, Virat Kohli’s bat
may cost upwards of alakh, and
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Kapil Dev believes golf can thrive in India with the right infrastructure to identify talent. spECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The game

(cricket) was
popularised and
patronized in India
by royal families. If
cricket canbecomea
game of the people,
there’s no reason
why golf can’t
become more
popular”
KAPILDEV,

ONHOW CRICKET GOT POPULAR,
AND HOW GOLF CAN DO THE SAME

you never know when it will
break. A tennis racquet doesn’t
come cheap, balls don’t last
long, and a shuttlecock in bad-
minton has to be discarded
after a few points. In golf, if you
get a full set of clubs and a bag
- it may cost Rs 75,000 — they
canlast 20 years. So, which one
ismore expensive? One should
look at it asan opportunity and
achoice. Ifone onlylooks atthe
expenditure, no one will be-
come a doctor in our country,”
he says.

Young at heart

There are other former
cricketers who have made their
other sporting passions known,
but none of them has taken
them as seriously as Kapil,
mostly staying within the
cricketing ecosystem as selec-
tors, commentators or admin-
istrators. Yuvraj Singh, the co-
founder, co-owner and brand
ambassador of the Indian Golf
Premier League —which organ-

ises tournaments not recogni-
sed by PGTI - is an exception.

“Sunil Gavaskar played bad-
minton. Yuvraj plays golf, asdo
Murali Kartik, Sachin Tendul-
kar and Ajit Agarkar. I think if
top names play the game, that’s
good enough. Youdon’t have to
getintoadministration, aslong
as you’re playing the game. I
feel it’s our moral duty to try
and promote other sports also,”
he says earnestly.

At 67, Kapil is no spring
chicken and had a health scare
in 2020 when a heart attack
needed an emergency coron-
ary angioplasty. That didn’t
keep him out of action for long
and he was soon back to his
normal schedule, and is not
keen todwell on his medical is-
sues.“I don’t remember,” is his
succinct response when the
matter is brought up.

If anything, the medical
scare has intensified Kapil’s
zeal to give back. Apart from
being involved in hisown NGO,
he has set up a 300-bed super-
specialty hospital in Greater
Noida West and takes personal
interest in its running. “I don’t
want to talk about it too much.
I'm happy to just be able to do
some work and be of some use.
Igot the opportunity duringthe
COVID pandemic to build a
hospital. Iwanted to give some-
thing back to society, that has
given me so much love and af-
fection, which I had never im-
agined in my life. So, it’s my
duty to do something in my
own way,” he says.

He hasn’t left it entirely up
to others to run it either. “I'm
not a doctor. I don’t know any-
thing about medicine. Me and

my partner own the hospital
and the day-to-day running is
the responsibility of Mumbai’s
DY Patil Group. Igot the oppor-
tunity to build the hospital
from scratch. It’s your hospital,
so you can’t leave it totally for
other people to manage. You
have to take time out to look
into its affairs. It’s also a busi-
ness.Igotwice or thrice a week,
and my partner also goes to
make sure everythingis ok. It’s
going through teething prob-
lems at the moment, so a lot of
things are required,” Kapil says,
like the experienced business-
man that he has become.

Keeping busy

There would have been a
time during hislong cricketing
career — in which he never
missed a Test due to injury —
when he wouldn’t have been
abletogive as much timeto his
family as he would have liked.
Thesituation isunlikely to have
changed much after he hung
up his boots.

Kapil doesn’t seem to have
any intention of taking it easy
anytime soon.

“This is the life I've chosen.
Even at this age, there’re so
many things that keep me busy
- golf, the hospital, other busi-
ness ventures, NGO work, and
mediacommitments. All these
things keep me active and
fresh. It’s just that you want to
do that, and it’s also important
to take care of yourself. You’re
not 20 years old when you
could probably work16 hours a
day. The family will always
want more time, but we have to
make adjustments, sothatIcan
carryonaslongasIcan.”

*BRIEFLY

Alexander Zverev beat Alex de Minaur 6-4, 6-4. ap

Zverev beats de Minaur in
straight sets to enter semis

TOP-RANKED Alexander Zverev said he felt good on-court
after beating Alex de Minaur 6-4, 6-4 at the Shanghai
Masters on Thursday. Zverev made 80% of his first serves
and saved all five of the break points he faced ashe setup a
semifinal meeting with Alejandro Davidovich Fokina. “I
felt both of us were playing really, really well. Iwas a lot of
times outhitting Alex, which is difficult to do from the base-
line because he is so fast and he loves this kind of court
speed here,” said Zverev, who secured the year-end No. 1
ranking earlier this week. “I felt good and I'm happy with
the step up from the last couple of matches.” REUTERS

We want to play
fearless T20
cricket: Shafali

THE INDIAN women's
cricketteam aimsto playa
fearless cricket heading
intothe Women's
Champions Trophy early
next year, said vice-captain
Shafali Vermain Raipuron
Thursday. India will take on
Zimbabwe for the first time
everinabilateral engage-
ment, with the T20 series
beinga part of their prep-
arations for the ICCeventin
February. "We have spoken
aboutitthatinthisseries
we have to play fearless
brand of cricket with smart-
ness till the Champions
Trophy,” Shafali said. PTI

Batter Punam
Rautretires from
int’l cricket

OUT-OF-FAVOUR Indian
women's cricket team top-
order batter Punam Rauton
Thursday announced her
retirement from all forms of
international cricket with
immediate effect. The 37-
year-old Raut has played
four Tests, 73 ODIs and 35
T20Is for India between
2009 and 2021. "After much
thought and reflection, I
have decided to retire from
international cricketinall
formats of the game. Repre-
senting India has been the
greatest honour of my life,"
Rautsaidinapostonher
Instagram page. PTI

SA pick Breetzke;
Stubbs left out of
second Test

SOUTH AFRICA have called
up Matthew Breetzke and
dropped Tristan Stubbs
from their squad for the sec-
ond Test against Australiain
Ggeberha, theircoach
Shukri Conrad said on
Thursday. Conrad also an-
nounced Ryan Rickelton will
be the wicketkeeper, which
islikely to mean Kyle
Verreynne will alsobe
dropped though he remains
with the squad. The changes
follow the 214-run defeatin
thefirst Testthatended on
Tuesday. Stubbs scored 33
runsin histwoinnings at
Kingsmead.REUTERS

Chola Chiefs
snap five-match
losing streak

STRUGGLING CHOLA
Chiefs managed to snap
their 5-match losing streak
asthey beat Prithviraaj Yod-
hasinathrilling Archery
Premier League match that
went down the wire. The
match was decided via Hit-
or-Miss shoot-off aftera4-4
drawinregulation time. For
the Chiefs, Colombia's Ale-
jandraUsquiano and India's
Yuktha Sri Kondapavuluri
landed theirarrowsinthe
golden X-ring to register as
hitsin thetiebreak. The rest
ofthearchers scored misses.
The Chiefs won the shoot-off
with 2-0 scoreline. PTI
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DP World Championship: Norg atop leaderboard, Mcllroy makes decent start
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Express News Service
New Delhi, October 15

UNSEASONAL RAIN added to
the challenge on the opening
day of the DP World India
Championship, but the usual
suspects kept themselves within
range even as proceedings came
toaclose without the firstround
being completed at the Delhi
Golf Club (DGC) on Thursday.
Rory Mcllroy and defending
champion Tommy Fleetwood
did managetoget18 holesinbe-
fore the light faded and their
rounds of two-under 70 put
them four behind early leader
Niklas Norgaard of Denmark.
Showersinthe middle ofthe

day caused astoppage lastingal-
most five hours, allowing McIl-
roy to go back to the hotel for a
biteand practise hisswinginthe
confinesof his room. “You're al-
ways trying to maintain what
you have, work on the swing a
little bit. I feel in the middle of
theyear, Igot into some bad ha-
bits and I've been trying to get
myself back out of them,” the
Northern Irishman said after his
round, offering a glimpse into
what makes him alegend of the
game with six Majors, and one
of only six golfers to complete
the career grand slam.

“T've got, maybe, a couple of
different weighted clubs in my
room, and you're just trying to

get it in the right spot. But I
think it's getting there, the
swing is getting into better
shape.”

Mcllroy started his round
with a bogey on the 10th hole
before three birdies in six got
himbackon track. Abirdieand
bogey on his second nine and
six successive pars to close his
round may prompt him to feel
that he left a few shots out on
the course.

For now though, Mcllroy
and the rest of the field are
chasinglittle-known Norgaard,
with one win on the DP World
Tour, who has finished tied sec-
ond twice this season. The 34-
year-old from Copenhagen had

Rory Mcliroy got 18 holesinona
rain-hit day at the DGC. bp woRLD

There’s only one
Indianinthetop-25
asitstandswith 40-

year-old Om
Prakash Chouhan,
in tied-fifth spot

a steady start but an eventful
middle - with three birdies, an
eagle and a bogey in six holes.
Thetrend was visible in his last
four holes as well, which saw
three birdies and a bogey.

“I'm very happy, bit sur-
prised as well. This (course)
should not suit me at all. It
pretty much just neutralises my

best weapon, which is my
driver. But I just managed to
make no big mistakes, put the
irons in play, and putt pretty
well,” Norgaard, who finished
runner-up at the Alfred Dunhill
Links a fortnight ago, said.

Settinga base

Fleetwood may have a feel-
ing of what might have been.
He had six birdies on the day,
but two bogeys and a closing
double bogey would leave abad
taste in the mouth, though he
remains one of the players to
watch out for as he tries to go
back-to-back at the DGC.

Northern Irishman Tom
McKibbin, Belgian Thomas

Detry and Eugenio Chacarra of
Spain are positioned just one
shot behind Norgaard, with
only a closing bogey denying
the Spaniard a share of the lead
going into Friday.

Local knowledge and fam-
iliarity is usually given a lot of
weightage at the DGC, but the
home contingent didn't make
their presence felt on the
leaderboard as much as they
would have liked. There's only
one Indian in the top-25 as it
stands with 40-year-old Om
Prakash Chouhan, ranked out-
side the top 1,100 on the Official
World Golf Rankings, finding
himselfin tied-fifth spot aftera
round of four-under 68. Six

birdies and two bogeys would
give him encouragement for a
high finish in such an elite field.

“It helped that I've played
the DGC so many times and
know the course well. My main
plan today was to keep the ball
on the fairway,” he said.

The next highest-placed In-
dian was Saptak Talwar, fresh
from representing the country
at the Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Games, with a round of one-
under 71 putting him tied 29th.

With alot of players noteven
completing nine holes in their
opening round and 12 golfers
noteven gettingachancetotee
off, Friday promises tobe along
day, weather permitting.
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