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GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Foot-
paths are meant for pedestri-
ans, but at Six  Mile in Gu-
wahati, they appear to have
been assigned a different pur-
pose - serving as makeshift
marketplaces for street ven-
dors, leaving pedestrians
with little choice but to walk
alongside moving traffic.

A stretch of the footpath
below and around the Six
Mile Flyover has been ex-
tensively occupied by ven-
dors selling footwear,
clothes, accessories and
other goods. With stalls and
merchandise spilling onto
the pedestrian space, the
designated walking area
has virtually disappeared at
several points.

The situation raises a ba-
sic civic question: who is re-
sponsible for keeping foot-
paths free for pedestrians?
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GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Ashik
Ali, the prime accused in
the alleged murder of Gau-
hati University student Ni-
misha Thakuria at a home-
stay, sustained two bullet
injuries to his right leg af-
ter he allegedly tried to es-
cape from police custody
early on Tuesday.

The incident occurred
at around 3.30 am while
police were taking Ali from
Dharapur to Azara. Police
subsequently took him to
the Garal Primary Health
Centre (PHC) before shift-
ing him to Gauhati Medi-
cal College and Hospital
(GMCH), where he re-
mained under treatment.

Six Mile footpaths turn into vending areas

While the Guwahati
Municipal Corporation
(GMC) continues to under-
take campaigns on cleanli-
ness, encroachment and
civic discipline, the condi-
tion at one of the city's bus-
iest locations points to a
glaring gap in enforcement.
The encroachment is not
confined to a temporary
obstruction but has become
a regular feature of the area,
forcing pedestrians to nego-

tiate crowded spaces or step
onto the carriageway.

For elderly people, chil-
dren and persons with disa-
bilities, such conditions can
pose an even greater chal-
lenge. The presence of pedes-
trians on the road also in-
creases the risk of accidents,
particularly along a busy cor-
ridor such as Six Mile.

A commuter who fre-
quently passes through the
area said the authorities could

not expect citizens to follow
civic rules when basic pedes-
trian infrastructure was al-
lowed to remain occupied.

"The footpath is clearly
meant for people to walk. But

here, vendors have occupied
almost every available space.
We are forced to walk on the
road. Where are the authori-
ties?" the commuter said. An-
other citizen said the problem
had persisted despite the area
being one of the most visible
parts of the city.

"Encroachment cannot
be allowed simply because
it has become routine. If the
GMC knows about the prob-
lem, it should act instead of
waiting for an accident to
happen," the citizen said.

A college student said
walking through the area
had become particularly
difficult during peak hours.

"We have to squeeze be-
tween vendors and vehicles,
and sometimes there is no
option but to walk on the
road. This is supposed to be
a Smart City, but pedestri-
ans do not even have a prop-
er footpath," the student said.

The Six Mile scene
once again puts the

spotlight on the city's
failure to protect

pedestrian spaces and
raises the question of
whether footpaths in
Guwahati are being

treated as public
infrastructure or as

convenient extensions
of roadside markets.

Escaping accused shot at, injured

Speaking to the media,
GMCH Superintendent Dr.
Devajit Choudhury said
Ali, 26, reached the hospi-
tal at around 5.30 am. Ex-
amination found two bul-
let wounds, both on his
right leg. One injury was
near the right knee, with the
bullet entering from the rear
and exiting to the front,
causing a minor injury or
fracture to the femur. The
other bullet passed through
the right ankle, entering
from the outer side and ex-
iting through the inner side.

Choudhury said Ali's

major blood vessels and
nerves had not been affect-
ed and that his condition
was not dangerous. He was
admitted to the Orthopae-
dics Ward after doctors ap-
plied a plaster cast.  He
would also receive treat-
ment to prevent infection,
with further examinations,
including a Doppler scan,
to be conducted if neces-
sary. Medical examina-
tions, including an ultra-
sound and CT scan, found
no other injuries or under-
lying i l lnesses,  Choud-
hury said. He added that
no signs of drug addiction
had been detected, al-
though no specific tests
for drug addiction had
been conducted.

GU STUDENT
DEATH CASE
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GUWAHATI, OCT 6: Raijor
Dal president and Sivasagar
MLA Akhil Gogoi's indefinite
sit-in at the Assam Legislative
Assembly (ALA) premises
crossed 100 hours on Tuesday,
as he accused the Government
of failing to understand the
suffering of flood-affected
people in Upper Assam.

Speaking at the protest
site, Gogoi said, "We will wait
till 7 PM on Wednesday. If
there is no outcome, a mas-
sive democratic protest will
begin from the 8th," Gogoi
said. Gogoi said his five main
demands included the imme-
diate disbursement of the Rs
15,000 and Rs 10,000 flood
relief amounts announced by

Compensation for flood-hit families

Akhil Gogoi sets October-8 deadline

the Chief Minister within 24
and 48 hours, respectively.

He demanded Rs 10 lakh
for every affected family by
October 31 and sought a CBI
inquiry into the reasons be-
hind what he described as the
century's most severe disaster
in Upper Assam.

He also demanded that

flood-affected families not
yet covered under the Oruno-
doi scheme be included and
that the assistance be doubled
to Rs 2,500. He further sought
funds to rebuild infrastructure
damaged by the disaster, in-
cluding schools, namghars,
mosques, temples, churches,
roads and embankments.

ED raids betel
nut smuggling
kingpin's house
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GUWAHATI, Oct 6: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) conducted a raid at
the residence of alleged
betel nut smuggling
kingpin Nayan Ghosh in
Guwahati's Jyotikuchi on
Tuesday. According to
sources, the operation
began at around 6 am at
Flat No. 101 in Babylon
Apartment, where Ghosh
had reportedly been
staying as a tenant in
Block A for a long time.

The ED reportedly
obtained information
about financial transac-
tions involving crores of
rupees. Ghosh was alleged
to be a key operator in the
smuggling of banned
Burmese betel nuts.

Assam Police had
previously arrested Ghosh
twice in connection with
alleged smuggling activi-
ties. He was arrested once
in Cachar and later in
Sarupathar. Apart from
betel nut smuggling,
Ghosh had also faced
allegations of drug
trafficking and the illegal
transportation of Posta
Dana. According to the
information provided,
Ghosh had allegedly
continued his smuggling
activities while evading the
attention of the state
government.

GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Bank of Baroda be-
came the second public sector bank to en-
ter the pension fund business after receiv-
ing the PFRDA Certificate of Appointment
as Sponsor of the Pension Fund under Sec-
tion 27 of the PFRDA Act, 2013, on the
occasion of NPS Divas 2026.

The certificate was presented by Sanjay
Lohiya, Secretary, Department of Financial
Services, to Dr Debadatta Chand, Manag-
ing Director and CEO of Bank of Baroda,
in the presence of S Ramann, Chairperson,
PFRDA, and Dinesh Kumar Khara, Chair-
person, NPS Trust. The bank also became
one of the first few banks to onboard Tatkal
NPS on the BHIM App as part of its second-
phase rollout. The integration was aimed at

Bank of Baroda enters pension fund business

making digital onboarding to the National
Pension System more accessible through the
BHIM platform.

Chand said the developments marked
an important milestone for the bank and
reaffirmed its commitment to expanding
access to retirement solutions and using
digital innovation to make pension prod-
ucts more accessible and convenient.

Organised by PFRDA, NPS Divas
brought together representatives from pub-
lic and private sector banks, Central Re-
cordkeeping Agencies, NPCI BHIM Serv-
ices Limited and senior officials of the
Department of Financial Services to dis-
cuss the growth and future of the National
Pension System (NPS), a press release said.

Barsapara puja depicts children’s
mobile phone addiction

 Sheik Shahil Uddin Shah, National Media
Coordinator of the Cockroach Janata Party (CJP),

along with AJP leader Lakhyadhar Das, addresses a
joint press conference at the Guwahati Press Club on

Tuesday. (UB)
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GUWAHATI, Oct 6: The
Barsapara  Sarbojanin
Durga Puja Committee is
set to use its 43rd Durga
Puja celebrations to draw
at ten t ion  to  ch i ldren ' s
increas ing  dependence
on mobi le  phones  and
the consequences of ex-
cessive screen exposure.

The puja will be held
near South Point School,
opposite the insti tution
and close to the Battal-
ion Gate  in  Barsapara .
The  commit tee  has  se t
aside around Rs 15 lakh
for the celebrations.

The  cent ra l  theme
wi l l  depic t  how pro-

longed engagement with
mobi le  devices  could
gradually distance chil-
dren from their families,
peers  and  the  wor ld
around them.  Through
the presentation, the or-
ganisers will seek to pro-
mote  hea l th ie r  d ig i ta l
habits and greater inter-
action within families.

Rather than portray-
ing technology as inher-
ently harmful, the com-
mi t tee  sa id  the  theme
would focus on responsi-
ble mobile phone use and
the importance of main-
taining a healthy balance
between screen-based ac-
tivities and real-life ex-
periences.
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GUWAHATI, Oct 6: A sus-
pected drunk-driving inci-
dent led to a police chase in
Guwahati late Monday night
after a Duster allegedly hit
several vehicles and knocked
down a traffic police officer
before speeding away. The

Duster rams vehicles, hits traffic cop
incident occurred in the Dis-
pur area, where the vehicle
(AS 01 DM 7448) reportedly
hit other vehicles while trav-
elling at high speed. A traffic
police official was also hit
during the incident.

The driver allegedly
fled without stopping,
prompting Dispur traffic

police to pursue the vehi-
cle towards Lalganesh for
several kilometres. The
Duster later entered a road
at Sribhumi Nagar near
Adagudam in Lalganesh,
where it got stuck and could
not move further. Police in-
tercepted the vehicle and
detained its occupants.

A CORRESPONDENT

AZARA, Oct 6: Gauhati Uni-
versity on Tuesday rejected what
it described as inaccurate and mis-
leading information about the
nomination and grievance proc-
ess for the Post-Graduate Stu-
dents' Union (PGSU) Election
2026-27, saying all decisions fol-
lowed established rules and offi-
cial records. Registrar Prof Ut-
pal Sarma said the nomination
issue had been examined by the
Returning Officer, Election Tri-
bunal, Appeal Hearing Com-
mittee and Grievances Redres-
sal Cell, and the concerned can-
didate had been given opportu-
nities to seek redress through
the prescribed mechanisms.

The university said the eligi-
bility of Nayan Akash Bora and
another candidate, Pratik Shar-
ma, was questioned during nom-
ination scrutiny on September
23. The matter was referred to
the Election Tribunal, which ad-
vised that their nominations
should not be considered. Elec-
tion Notification-5/2026 issued
on September 24 recorded the
cancellation of the nominations.

Bora submitted appeals on
September 25 and 26. An Ap-
peal Hearing Committee was
constituted on September 26

GU defends PGSU election
nomination process

following legal opinion, and
Bora was given an opportunity
to appear before it. The hearing
was video recorded and the
findings were communicated to
the concerned parties. A Griev-
ances Redressal Cell was con-
stituted on September 27.

The university also raised
concerns over the student's si-
multaneous enrolment in two
postgraduate programmes un-
der the fee-waiver category. It
said the student had not cleared
all papers of the first and sec-
ond semesters of the earlier
programme before taking ad-
mission to another postgradu-
ate programme. According to
the university, the student also
continued as a hostel boarder
under the earlier programme
while accommodation was of-
fered under the subsequent pro-
gramme, which was not accept-
ed. Dr Ranjan Kumar Kakati,
Secretary, University Classes,
said such matters had implica-
tions for other eligible students.

Returning Officer Prof S K
Singh said the election was be-
ing conducted within the appli-
cable rules and institutional
framework, with eligibility scru-
tiny and grievance redressal fol-
lowing the Lyngdoh Commit-
tee recommendations.
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GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Gorchuk
police conducted a raid at a flat
in Brahmaputra Housing Colo-
ny on Tuesday and detained two
youths suspected of having links
with cybercrime. Police searched
the flat of Zillat Alam and Tahid
Rajiv Alam and seized around
70 mobile phones, a large

2 detained in cybercrime links
number of identity documents,
pen drives, stamps and cheque
books. A substantial amount of
cash was also reportedly seized.

Police suspect that the two
detained youths may be in-
volved in cybercrime. Howev-
er, the allegations against them
and their alleged links with cy-
bercrime would become clear
only after the investigation.

The two men had reportedly
been living in the flat in Brah-
maputra Housing Colony for
around eight years. Local residents
said they had little interaction with
other residents of the colony. The
two youths were reportedly resi-
dents of Bilasipara. Police contin-
ued their investigation into the
mobile phones, documents and
other items seized during the raid.


