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The SuPreMeCourt said on
Friday that it will list for hear-
ing a plea which alleged that
LeaderoftheOppositioninthe
Lok Sabha rahul Gandhi
pushed a pregnant journalist
in themeleeoutside the regis-
trywhile filing apetition.
a bench of Chief justice of

India(CjI)SuryaKantandjus-
ticejoymalyabagchitoldsen-

ior advocate Gaurav bhatia,
who mentioned the matter,
that itwouldbelistedoncethe
court reopens after Dussehra
holidays.
The Supreme Court is on

Dussehrarecessforaweekand
will reopenonOctober 26.
bhatia told the bench that

he hadmentioned thematter
on Thursday when the bench
took up petitions filed by
rahulGandhiandotherschal-
lenging the Special Intensive

revision of electoral rolls and
the functioning of Chief elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar.
The bench had also issued

notice on pleas alleging har-
assmentofwomen journalists
by police during the CjP pro-
tests in Delhi. bhatia then

urged the court to also take
cognisance of the news that
Gandhi allegedly pushed a
pregnant journalist.
Thebench,however,saidit

cannottakecognisanceoforal
submissionsandwouldexam-
ine the issue if a petition is
filed.
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hOurS aFTer Congress
leader rahul Gandhi ques-
tionedthegovernmentoveruS
SecretaryofStateMarcorubio's
proposedmeetingwith Indian
officials inMumbainextweek,
theMinistryofexternalaffairs
(Mea)saidonFridaythatexter-
nal affairsMinister S jaishan-
karwillbetravellingtoMumbai
where hewill host uae’s Dep-
uty PM and ForeignMinister
Sheikhabdullah bin Zayedal
nahyan onOctober 19-20 and
rubioonOctober20.
Thediscussionswithrubio

areexpected tocoverkeyareas
ofbilateralcooperation,includ-
ing “energy, trade and invest-
ment, defence, critical and
emerging technologies”, said
Mea’s official spokesperson
randhirjaiswal.
responding to questions at

theweeklybriefing,hesaid,“On
19-20October, external affairs
Minister S jaishankarwill host
inMumbai theDeputyPMand
FMofuaeSheikhabdullahbin
Zayedalnahyanforanofficial
visit. On 20October, theexter-
nal affairs Minister will hold
talks with the uS Secretary of
StateMarco rubio and attend
thecelebrationofthe250than-
niversaryof the Independence
of theuSaas the guest of hon-
our.”
Defending the decision to

hosttheuSSecretaryofStatein
Mumbai,hesaid,“Itistheprac-
ticeover the lastdecadetohost
foreigndignitariesfromtimeto
timeinvariouscitiesof India.”
On the uae Foreign Min-

ister’s visit, jaiswal said it “will
be anopportunity to reviewall
facets of bilateral cooperation
under the India-uaeCompre-
hensiveStrategicPartnership”.
“Thetwodelegationswillas-

sessandtakeforwardinitiatives
intheareasofenergy,tradeand
investments, fintech, defence
and connectivity. Theywill be
an exchange of views on the
situationinWestasiaasalsoon
globalandmultilateral issues.”
aboutrubio’s visit, jaiswal

said, “uS Secretary of State’s
forthcoming visit will provide
anopportunityforbothsidesto
review India-uS relations and
discuss ways to further
strengthenourComprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership.
Discussions are expected to
cover key areas of bilateral co-
operation, including energy,
tradeandinvestment,defence,
critical and emerging techno-
logies, and other areas ofmu-
tual interest.Thetwosideswill
also exchange views on re-
gional and global develop-
ments.”
“Thevisitwillprovideanop-

portunity to sustain the high-
level engagement between the
twocountriesandadvanceour
sharedpriorities,”hesaid.

Jaishankar tohost
UAEDyPM,Rubio
inMumbainext
week, saysMEA
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hOurS aFTer the Supreme
Court declinedanurgenthear-
ingonformerKeralachiefmin-
isterPinarayiVijayan’spleachal-
lenging a Kerala high Court
orderdirecting the registration
of anFIragainst him in the al-
legedCochinMinerals andru-
tileLtd(CMrL)-exalogicbribery
case,theenforcementDirector-
ate (eD) summonedhimtoap-
pear at itsKochi zonal officeon
October23.
a bench comprising CjI

SuryaKant andjustice joyma-
lyabagchisaiditwouldconsider
constitutingabenchduringthe
Dussehra vacations or take up
thematter when the court re-
opensonOctober26.
appearingforVijayan,senior

advocate Siddharth Luthra
urged thebench to takeup the
pleathatday,citingtheriskofar-
rest.“Thethreatisbecausenow
theFIrisregistered.allIamsay-

ing is, let himbeprotected, be-
causethatismyconcern.Other-
wise, an82-year-oldgentleman
will be put in custody,” Luthra
toldthebench.
hecontendedthatthesingle

benchthatpassedtheorderina
writ petition in thenature of a
public interest litigation (PIL)
didnothave the roster forPILs.
The senior counsel added that
thehighCourtissuedthedirec-
tion without hearing the ac-

cused andhad also refused to
grantleavetoappeal.
besides Vijayan, his

daughterandco-accusedVeena
T and son-in-lawMuhammed
riyashavealsoapproachedthe
SupremeCourt.
The developments come a

dayafteradivisionbenchofthe
KeralahighCourtdismissedVi-
jayan’s appeals challenging a
single-benchorderdirectingthe
state’sVigilance andanti-Cor-
ruptionbureau (VaCb) to reg-
ister anFIr in the casewithout
furtherdelay.TheVaCbhadreg-
istered an FIr against Vijayan
and others onMonday. a day
later, theeDregistered twoen-
forcementCaseInformationre-
ports—itsequivalentofanFIr
—againstVijayanandhisfamily
membersunderthePrevention
of Money Laundering act. In
May, the eD raided several
premises linked toVijayanand
allegedlyrecovereddocuments
indicatingamoneytrail.
The VaCb had booked Vi-

jayan,hisdaughterVeenaT,son-

in-lawMuhammedriyas and
othersunder thePreventionof
Corruptionact days earlier, al-
legingthatCochinMineralsand
rutile Limited (CMrL) paid a
bribeofrs3.28 crore toVeena’s
ITfirm,exalogicSolutions,“dis-
guised”asconsultationcharges.
according to investigators, the
paymentsweremadewhenVi-
jayanwaschiefminister.
The eD claims that riyas

helpedtransferthebribemoney
to Dubai through Veena and
others. Vijayan andhis family
havedeniedtheallegations.
Lastmonth,eDsubmitteda

reporttothestatepoliceseeking
registrationof a caseunder the
Prevention of Corruptionact.
OnOctober 12, theVaCb regis-
teredtwoFIrsinthecasefollow-
ing aKeralahighCourt order
quashing the statepolice’s pre-
liminary probe. In its order on
Thursday, a division bench of
thehCsaidtherewas“sufficient
material”intheeDreporttofile
an FIr and that a preliminary
probewasnotmandatory.

FormerKeralamCMPinarayi
VijayanhadchallengedHigh
Court’s FIRorder ingraft case.
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The Punjab and haryana
highCourtonThursdaysought
theCentre’s responsebyFriday
morning to a petition by the
Punjabgovernmentchallenging
theMinistryofexternalaffairs’
(Mea)decisiontodenypolitical
clearance for Chief Minister
bhagwantMann’sproposedvisit
toFrance, allegedlywithout as-
signinganyreason.
The state government had

soughtanurgenthearingasthe
delegation led by Mann was
scheduledtoleaveonThursday.
Mannwastobeaccompaniedby
theChiefSecretaryandtheChief
Minister’sPrincipalSecretaryto
attendSIaLParis2026,aninter-
national foodexhibitionsched-
uledfromOctober17to21,topro-
motePunjab’s agricultural and
food-processingproducts in in-
ternationalmarkets.
according to the 51-page

petition,thePunjabStateCoop-
erative Supply andMarketing
Federation Limited (Markfed)
had been allotted a stall at the
IndiaPavilionoftheagricultural
and Processed Food Products
exportDevelopmentauthority
(aPeDa),undertheunionMin-
istryofCommerceandIndustry.
Thestategovernmentsaidit

hadwrittentotheMeaonSep-
tember3and8seekingpolitical
clearanceandsubmittedanon-
lineapplicationonSeptember9.
“The Indian Mission in

Francehadbeenconsulted,ad-
ministrative approval and
cadre clearance had been
granted, and the entire expen-
diture is to be borne by

Markfed. Despite this, the ap-
plication has simply been
shownas‘DenIeD’onthepor-
tal. no reason has been given,
and no opportunity was af-
forded to petitioner,” the plea
said.
Theactionis“non-speaking,

arbitraryandwithout theauth-
orityofanylaw,”itsaid.
“Itamountstounwarranted

interferencebytheCentralGov-
ernment in matters falling
within the executive power of
theStateunderarticle162ofthe
Constitution readwithentries
14,24,26,27and32ofListIIofthe
SeventhSchedule,andstrikesat
thefederalstructureoftheCon-
stitution,”thepleastated.
The latest denial has reig-

nited the dispute between the
aamaadmiParty(aaP)govern-
mentinPunjabandthebjP-led
Centreoverforeigntravelbythe
chiefminister.
Talking tomedia in Delhi,

Mann said, hehad received an
invitationfromtheFrenchgov-
ernment toattend the food fes-
tival inParis,whereMarkfed is
setting up a stall to represent
Punjab. “It is unfortunate that
permissiontotravelforPunjab’s
interests is not being granted,
whilePrimeMinisternarendra
Modi keeps visiting countries
whose nameswe have hardly
evenheardof.aCMseeking to
represent state, attract invest-
ment and create employment
opportunities shouldbeable to
undertake suchvisits in the in-
terestofthepeople,”hesaid.
Mann said he has now ap-

proached the high court and
“hope that permissionwill be
grantedonFriday”.“

PunjabmovesHC
afterCentredenies
political clearance
forMann’sParis visit


