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DROUGHT | Minister calls for better water-resource planning, 
environmental conservation and increased fodder assistance 

FPJ News Service  
CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR  

While devising long-term sol-
utions to drought, it is essen-
tial to prioritise water conser-
vation and water manage-
ment, Union Minister of State 
for Social Justice and 
Empowerment Ramdas 
Athawale said on Friday. He 
said farmers in the 
Marathwada region facing 
drought conditions needed 
timely assistance and that 
efforts were underway to 
ensure this. 

Athawale was on a visit to 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, 
where he interacted with 
journalists at a press confer-
ence held at the Gymkhana 
Club in the Mukundwadi area. 
Phulambri MLA Anuradha 

Chavan was also present. 
Athawale said that although 

there had been rainfall at the 
beginning of the season, a 
subsequent dry spell had led 
to drought-like conditions in 
many areas. The government 
had declared a drought, and 
affected farmers would 
receive assistance. The avail-
ability of drinking water and 
the supply of fodder for live-
stock were particularly criti-

cal issues, and necessary 
measures were being taken to 
address them. 

Athawale emphasised the 
need to increase the financial 
assistance provided for live-
stock fodder. 

He further said that long-
term drought solutions must 
prioritise water conservation 
and management. Dr 
Babasaheb Ambedkar had 
presented a visionary per-

spective on constructing 
dams across rivers and plan-
ning water resources. In line 
with this approach, Athawale 
stressed the need to focus on 
the effective utilisation of 
available water sources, the 
conservation of water 
reserves and proper water-
resource planning. 

He also stressed the impor-
tance of environmental con-
servation and suggested 
developing a long-term plan 
with the involvement of scien-
tists and experts to tackle 
future drought conditions. 

Athawale said he would 
strive to resolve the problems 
faced by farmers affected by 
drought and ensure that 
farmers in Marathwada 
received the necessary assis-
tance. 

Minister Athawale seeks 
long-term drought plan
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A Zilla Parishad primary 
school teacher has been taken 
into custody and booked 
under the POCSO Act for 
allegedly sexually harassing 
four Class 4 girl students in a 
village in Georai tehsil. The 
accused has been identified as 

Avinash Dhere. 
According to police, the 

alleged incidents took place 
between October 12 and 
October 14. The teacher alleg-
edly misbehaved with a 10-
year-old student and three of 
her classmates during the 
midday recess and after 
school hours, making them 
stay back in the classroom. 

The matter came to light on 
Thursday when the girls 
informed their family 
members. Angry parents 
approached the school, ques-
tioned the teacher and 
detained him on the premises 
before informing the police. 

Police reached the spot, 
took the teacher into custody 
and brought him to Georai 

police station. 
A case has been registered 

at Georai police station under 
Sections 74 and 75(2) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and 
Sections 8, 10 and 12 of the 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. 

Further investigation is 
being carried out by the Pink 
Squad.
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