
ALT-FUEL CAR SALES
Giridhar, however, warned

that further price hikes risked
eroding gains from last year’s
tax reforms introduced to fuel
consumption.

“August 2026 delivered the
biggest-ever August in Indian
auto retail, with the industry
registering 24,23,201 units, up
17.51 per cent YoY, even as
retails eased 6.48 per cent over
a record July on the seasonal
monsoon lull and a festival cal-
endar that shifted Ganesh Chat-
urthi and the spillover of Onam-
led buying into September,”
Giridhar said.

According to him, the defin-
ing development of the month,
however, was a structural one:
for the first time in India’s his-
tory, alternative fuels - CNG,
hybrid and electric combined -

The auto industry has been
experiencing robust growth
ever since GST rates were
reduced in September 2025.

Meanwhile, passenger vehi-
cle (PV) retail sales were at
4,02,398 units last month as
compared to 3,46,468 units in
August 2025, a growth of 16.14
per cent.

Two-wheeler sales were up
19.69 per cent to 17,14,610 units
in August this year as compared
to 14,32,537 units in the same
month a year ago, according to
FADA. 

Three-wheeler sales stood at
1,22,281 units last month as
compared to 1,12,553 units in
August 2025, a growth of 8.64%.

Commercial vehicles also
witnessed a 14.45 per cent rise
in retail sales at 90,769 units
last month as compared to

79,306 units in 2025, it added.
Rural passenger vehicle sales

rose 24.99 per cent versus
urban’s 10.93 per cent; rural
commercial vehicle sales rose
16.33 per cent; and rural three-
wheeler sales rose 23.95 per
cent, even as urban three-
wheeler sales fell. 

“Rural demand, in other
words, has begun to decouple
from the monsoon - the farm-
income-linked segment sof-
tened, yet the non-farm rural
economy of livelihood mobility,
goods movement and construc-
tion kept accelerating,” Girdhar
stated.

Looking ahead to September
2026, dealer sentiment stays
constructive but has moderated
from July’s peak.

(With inputs from PTI)
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overtook petrol in the Passenger
Vehicle market, at 41.95 per cent
against petrol’s 40.85 per cent.
A little over a year ago petrol led
this contest by nearly eleven
percentage points; that lead has
now been erased.

The country’s largest car-
maker, Maruti Suzuki India on
Monday said it will raise prices
of select models by up to 20,000
rupees ($211.80) from Septem-
ber, its third hike since May.

India is heading into its
annual festive season, a period
that typically spurs big-ticket
purchases. Giridhar said despite
inflationary pressures and price
increases, dealers remain opti-
mistic about sales.

Passenger-vehicle inventory
increased by five days from end-
July levels to about 38–40 days,
FADA said.

her views on the season pre-
miere of Grand Tamasha, a
weekly podcast on Indian poli-
tics and policy co-produced by
HT and the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace.
Mahambare is the Union Bank
Chair Professor of Economics
and Director at the Great Lakes

Institute of Manage-
ment in Chennai. She
studies central banking
and monetary policy,
structural transforma-
tion, labour market
dynamics and gender
economics.

Mahambare spoke
with Grand Tamasha host
Milan Vaishnav about the eco-
nomic drivers of the Gen Z pro-
tests, the link between unem-
ployment and education, and
the futility of the manufactur-
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NEW DELHI:  This summer,
thousands of young Indians
took to the streets to demand
sweeping reforms of the higher
education sector. This unex-
pected wave of Gen Z mobilisa-
tion was catalysed by the emer-
gence of the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), a satirical meme
page that blossomed into a
national movement. Protests
that began over the state of
higher education soon tapped
into something much larger:
growing frustration among
young Indians over jobs, eco-
nomic opportunity, and their
prospects for the future.

India’s jobs debate is often
framed around a
familiar set of con-
cerns: too many people
working in agriculture,
too few manufacturing
jobs, an economy that
is too-services ori-
ented, and stubbornly
high unemployment
among the young. But not all of
these truisms about the Indian
economy are actually borne out
by the data, argues economist
Vidya Mahambare.

Mahamabare elaborated on

ing versus services debate. She
also discussed the exodus of
young people from the agricul-
tural sector, the misleading
headlines on female labour
force participation, and India’s
acute urban housing shortage.

Mahambare highlighted the
fact that, in India, it is the
India’s richest states that have
the highest rates of youth
unemployment. 

“In prosperous states like
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana,
unemployment among young
people is high, which seems
counter-intuitive. In these
states, education levels are
higher, and more men and
women are looking for jobs, so
the labour force is simply
larger. Second, educated people
want a specific kind of job, so
they wait for it. To wait, you
need a kind of privilege,” she
explained. “In poorer states,
unemployment is low, but it’s
because fewer people, espe-
cially women, are looking for
work. Men there can’t wait
long; whatever job comes up,
they have to take it quickly
because there’s no family sup-
port.”

The economist also took
issue with the oft-repeated
claim that India needs to get

more young people out of agri-
culture. “If we look at people in
the age group of 20 to 29, cur-
rently only 13% of young adults
in India are working in agricul-
ture. Twenty years back, that
number was 34%,” she stated. 

“Structural transformation
among today’s young has
already taken place. The
median age of agricultural
labor is now 53 in Kerala, 48 in
Tamil Nadu, and 40 in all of
India. If we push for more peo-
ple to leave, it will be young
people who go.” 

Mahambare said the time is
ripe to think about how “we
discuss agriculture as an indus-
try, an occupation, and how we
help raise incomes within it
rather than talking as if the
transformation hasn’t hap-
pened, because among the
young it’s nearly complete.”

Looking ahead, she identi-
fied the absence of a manufac-
turing base in northern states
as a key economic challenge. 

Decoding economic drivers of India’s 
Gen Z protests and debate over jobs
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GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB
NOTICE INVITING ON-LINE BIDS

Bid No: CV/26/2026 Date: 08.09.2026
Chief Executive Officer, Punjab Heritage & Tourism Promotion Board intends to
invite e-tenders for the following work:
Name of Work:- Upgradation, Operation & Maintenance of Banasar Ghar at

Patiala in the State of Punjab on Public Private Partnership
(PPP) mode.”

Period of availability of Online Tender: 09.09.2026 to 30.09.2026 upto 3.00 PM
For detailed terms and conditions refer to e-tendering portal- www.eproc.
punjab.gov.in
Note: Addendum/Corrigendum, if any, will be issued on e-portal only.

Sd/- Superintendent
Punjab Heritage & Tourism Promotion Board,

RO NO. 1045/12/2026/27/14886 Chandigarh

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813

Website: www.pspcl.in
Mobile No. 96461-10914

E-Tender Enq. No. 7855/P-1/EMP-13425 dated: 01.09.2026
Dy. Chief Engineer/Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP, Roopnagar
invites E-Tender ID No. 2026_POWER_174613_1 for Procurement of T&P
(Welding Sets) for CHP-FU cell, GGSSTP Roopnagar 2026-27. For detailed
NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
02.09.2026 from 05.00 PM onwards.

Note: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
RO NO. 1079/12/2026/27/14918 RTP-85/26

bl fey lfefr ds flfoy dk;kZs QSDVªh Hkou ds fofHkUu gkmlksa dh {kfrxzLr ,-
lh- 'khV~l cnyus dk dk;Z ¼èkjksgj jkf'k #å 4000-00½ odZ'k‚i ,oa LVksj dh Nr
dh th- vkbZ vkaf'kd pknjs cnydj ejEer dk;Z ¼èkjksgj jkf'k #å 4000-00½
rFkk fey ds iSu gkml] Mksj ,oa dokM LVs'ku ds IysV QkeZ ejEer dk;Z ¼
èkjksgj jkf'k #å 9000-00½ gsrq vuqHkoh flfoy Bsdsnkjksa ls bZ&fufonk, fnukad
18-9-2026 ds çkr% 11%00 cts rd vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA ftldk fooj.k
www.etender.up.nic.in ij ns[kk tk ldrk gS] bZ&fufonk ewY; #å 590@¾
dj lfgr çR;sd dk;Z gsrq fuèkkZfjr gSA ,d vFkok lHkh bZ&fufonk dks fcuk
dksbZ dkj.k crk, fujLr@ Lohdkj djus dk vfèkdkj vèkksgLrk{kjh dks lqjf{kr
gksxzk A dk;Z ls lEcfUèkr tkudkjh lgk;d vfHk;Urk ¼flfoy½ dk;kZy; ls
çkIr dh tk ldrh gSA
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MY PREVIOUS name was Mewaram
Saini. Now I have changed my name
to Aryav Raj, son of Tarachand,
resident of Saini Nagar, near Mala
Talkies, Tehsil Sadar, District
Rampur. I will be known by this
name in the future
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1. UHBVN 28/2026-27/HEWP CONSTRUCTION OF JES
STORE AT 33 KV S/STN.
DHAKWALA CLOSING
DATE 10.09.2026 OPENING
DATE 11.09.2026

http://
etenders.hry.

nic.in

9356063248
xenciviluhbvnpanchkula@

gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
RO NO. 13/2027/40/48977/I/19/7
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