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PTI 
BALASORE (ODISHA) 

At least five orangutans, which 
are not indigenous to India, 

were rescued in a forest in 
Odisha’s Balasore district, 
prompting the authorities to 
suspect that wildlife smugglers 
might be behind the animals' 

sudden appearance there, a 
minister said on Tuesday. 

The state government urged 
the Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau (WCCB) to inquire into 
how the critically endangered 
great apes reached Bichitrapur 
forest area under Bhograi 
block. 

Forest and Environment 
Minister Ganesh Ram Singh-
khuntia said the five orang-
utans were rescued by the 
forest patrolling team on Tues-
day morning. 

“These animals are not 

found in India and are mostly 
seen in rainforests of Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Borneo and Su-
matra in Southeast Asia. We 
suspect that they might have 

been released in the Balasore 
district forest which borders 
West Bengal by an inter-
national wildlife smuggling 
racket,” the minister said. 

IANS 
JAIPUR 

Congress leader and former Ra-
jasthan Deputy Chief Minister 
Sachin Pilot met Rahul Gandhi 
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra in 
Delhi on Tuesday, shortly after 
being appointed the party's 
Punjab In-charge.  

Pilot shared picture of his 
meeting with Rahul Gandhi and 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and 
said, "Met with Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi and 
Congress General Secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi this morning 
and expressed my gratitude to 
them for entrusting me with the 
responsibility of Punjab."  

"I am fully confident that 

through collective effort, a 
strong organisation and the 
energy of our party workers, 
the Congress will return to 
power in Punjab.” 
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