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34 
dead from landfill collapse  
in Conakry, Guinea
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   16 6 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 18 LR
Italy (Rome) 34 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 32 24 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 34 25 LC
Maldives (Male) 29 28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 18 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 31 25 LC
Switzerland (Bern) 22 10 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 26 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 33 27 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 40 34 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 27 26 LR
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14 infants die as fire tears through 
maternity ward of Pak hospital 
Authorities say short circuit likely triggered the blaze, top health department official sacked

ISLAMABAD

AT least 14 infants were killed on 
Wednesday after a massive fire 
broke out in a gynaecology ward 
of  a major hospital in Pakistan’s 
capital Islamabad, authorities 
said.

The fire occurred around 7 am 
at the state-run Pakistan Institute 
of  Medical Sciences (PIMS), the 
largest public hospital in the 
capital.

In a statement, the Islamabad 
administration said 14 newborns 
were killed when the fire broke 
out on the third floor of  the hos-
pital’s mother and child ward.

P I M S  S p o k e s p e r s o n  
Dr Aneeza Jalil told the Dawn 
newspaper that 15 babies were in 
the ward at the time of  incident. 
“At least one baby was saved by a 
doctor,” she said.

A statement said rescue teams 
were rushed to the scene, with six 
fire brigade vehicles and four am-
bulances taking part in the res-
cue operation.

“The fire was immediately 
brought under control,” it said, 
adding that an inquiry committee 

headed by the additional deputy 
commissioner general had been 
for med to investigate the 
incident.

PIMS spokesperson Jalil said 
the fire appeared to have been 
caused by a short circuit and add-
ed that the flames had been extin-
guished, but the cooling process 
would take some time.

The door to the neonatal inten-
sive care unit was locked, accord-
ing to Jaweria, a woman who said 
she also lost her infant to the 
fire. 

“For two hours I kept crying 
and wailing,” said Jaweria, whose 
baby died after the fire broke out 
around dawn on the third floor of  
the Pakistan Institute of  Medical 

Sciences (PIMS). “Rescue teams 
arrived too late. Police arrived af-
ter four hours and said they are 
here to investigate.

“To hell with you, rescue team 
and police. Babies burnt to death 
there, but nobody could save 
them,” she said.  

Pakistan authorities blamed a 
faulty air conditioner for the fire 
at the public hospital and insisted 
there was no delay in help arriv-
ing for the terrified parents and 
infants inside. 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif  
summoned a high-level meeting 
of  the Islamabad administration 
to discuss the incident. 

He also sacked Federal Secre-
tary of  Health Aslam Ghauri, a 
top of ficial  in the health 
department 

“I am heartbroken at this tragic 
incident and share the parents’ 
grief,” the statement quoted PM 
Sharif  as saying.  He also ordered 
a high-level inquiry committee, 
headed by former interior secre-
tary Shahid Khan, to probe the 
incident.  President Asif  Ali Zard-
ari also expressed deep grief  and 
sorrow over the incident.

A woman who lost her child is inconsolable at the mother and child ward of the Pakistan 
Institute of Medical Sciences Hospital in Islamabad on Wednesday |  AP

Meta to hold back $5 bn payment 
if rivals don’t match its teen rules
WASHINGTON  

META agreed on Wednesday to pay $17 
billion and add stronger child-safety 
measures to its Facebook and Instagram 
platfor ms as part of  a landmark 
legal settlement that ended a trial over 
teen social media addiction and settled 
claims filed by 47 states.

Under the proposed settlement, 
Meta agreed to adopt a series of  
safety features, including a “hard 
cap” on daily time limits and paus-
es for children using Instagram 
and Facebook.It will eliminate 
push notifications during week-
day school hours and bring in “ro-
bust” age-assurance measures and 
“age-appropriate” content controls 
to prevent bullying and harmful material 
about eating disorders and self-harm.

There will be stronger and more user-
friendly parental controls and limits on 
social comparison features such as “like” 
counts. An independent auditor will as-

sess how Meta is implementing the safety 
features and how effective they are. Meta 
put the total settlement at $18 billion, a fig-
ure that apparently includes a larger 
award for Texas. 

California Attorney General Rob Bonta 
said the money would be paid out over 10 
years.The company said 30% of  that 

amount — about $5.3 billion — 
will be released to states only if  
rivals YouTube and TikTok meet 
two conditions: implementing 
similar safety features, including 
a one-hour daily time limit, a 
nighttime block and age-assur-
ance measures; and paying the 
same amount, split between the 
two companies.

Meta framed the deal as a tem-
plate for the rest of  the industry and 
pressed its competitors to match it. “Be-
cause teens move fluidly across dozens of  
apps, we need an industry-wide solution,” 
said C J Mahoney, Meta’s chief  legal 
officer.  

RIYADH

INDIA on Wednesday joined a global ini-
tiative to explore the use of  nuclear pow-
er for maritime use, including building 
floating power plants and propelling ci-
vilian ships.

The International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) launched the Atomic Technolo-
gies Licensed for Applications at Sea (AT-
LAS) initiative at a ministerial conference 
here which was attended by India’s Atom-
ic Energy Commission Chairman Ajit Ku-
mar Mohanty. “By bringing together the 
nuclear and maritime sectors, we have the 
opportunity to shape the future of  two 
crucial industries — energy and shipping 
— and to build global confidence in the 
safe, secure and peaceful use of  nuclear 
technology at sea,” IAEA Director Gen-
eral Mariano Grossi said.

The ATLAS initiative seeks to explore 
the use of  small modular reactors for com-
mercial shipping, which could pave the 
way for higher-speed maritime transport 
without the need for frequent refuelling.

 “At the same time, innovations such as 
floating nuclear power plants provide ver-
satile energy sources that could deliver 
reliable electricity to coastal or remote 
communities and industry,” the IAEA 
said. Mohanty said the launch of  the AT-
LAS platform was timely as it seeks to ad-
vance the safe, secure, and sustainable use 
of  nuclear technologies.  “India’s long 
coastline and our large number of  off-
shore islands together with a vast expand-
ing commercial shipping sector present 
exciting opportunities for deployment of  
small modular reactors in offshore energy 
supply and potentially propulsion of  civil-
ian vessels,” he said. PTI

WASHINGTON 

THE US Secret Service has confirmed 
it is aware that Iranian state media has 
aired a video that appears to threaten 
the life of  Barron Trump, President 
Donald Trump’s youngest son.

“The US Secret Service is aware of  
the video and investigates anything 
that can be perceived as a threat to-
ward our protectees,” Secret Service 
spokesman Nate Herring said in a 
statement. “Out of  concern for opera-
tional security, we do not discuss mat-

ters of  protective 
intelligence.”

Reports said Ira-
nian state media 
broadcast footage 
placing a $10 mil-
lion bounty on Bar-
ron Trump, with 
the show’s title 
“Where and how 
should we kill Bar-

ron Trump?” 
Since the US assassination of  Iran’s 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iranian me-
dia have on multiple occasions circu-
lated content threatening the presi-
dent and family members. The 
assassination came at the start of  the 
war in Iran that Trump launched 
alongside Israel.

Meanwhile, Trump on Wednesday 
said he believes Iran’s supreme leader, 
who has not been seen in public since 
taking over after his father’s killing in 
February, remains alive. “I don’t think 
he’s dead. He was very seriously 
wounded. The left side of  his body, the 
arm, the leg, the whole thing. He was 
very seriously wounded. But I don’t 
think he’s dead,” Trump said in an in-
terview. Agencies
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Glacier collapse seen as likely 
cause of deadly Nepal flood
KATHMANDU 

A sudden, massive flood swept through 
two central Nepal districts bordering Ti-
bet, killing dozens could have been 
caused by appears to have been glacier 
bursting. 

According to the Nepal’s Department 
of  Hydrology and Meteorology, Wednes-
day’s flooding was not caused by rainfall 
in Rasuwa.  The flooding did not appear 
to have been caused by heavy rainfall in 
Rasuwa itself, according to Dinkar Ka-
yastha, information officer at the Depart-
ment of  Hydrology and Meteorology. It 
might have been caused by either forma-
tion of  a new glacier or bursting of  the 
old one, he added.  “We are still studying 
the matter, so the real cause is not yet 
known,” he said and maintained that the 
risk of  the flood from the Tibetan side has 
not yet vanished, so “we need to be 
cautious.” 

Investigations are under way to deter-
mine the cause of  the sudden surge, with 
officials examining whether it was trig-
gered by a glacial lake outburst flood 
(GLOF) or another factor, The Himalayan 
Times said. 

Canada-based Geomorphologist Dan 
Shugar, who analysed satellite images 

and seismic data pointed to collapse of  a 
high glacier as likely caused of  the 
disaster.

Speaking to New Scientists, he said:  
“Comparing satellite imagery from yes-
terday and today, the glaciers in the vicin-
ity do seem to have lost a fair bit of  snow 
in the last 24 hours,” Shugar says. “My 
guess is that snow melt, and glacier ice 
melt as well, injected a lot of  liquid water 
into the glacier, which percolated down to 
the bed and lubricated it. That was enough 
for it to collapse.” This collapse could be 
a result of  global heating, he added.  
 Agencies

Damaged houses and vehicles are seen in the 
aftermath of flash floods along the Trishuli  River in 
Nepal’s Nuwakot district on Wednessday |  AP

Mark Zuckerberg 


