
6 CHILDREN 
kidnapped by a gang in 
Haiti have been freed
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Australia (Canberra)   21 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 29 19 LR
Italy (Rome) 35 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 29 20 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 26 LC
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 24 19 SNY

Singapore 30 28 HR
South Korea (Seoul) 29 24 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 24 13 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 27 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 22 13 LC
UAE (Dubai) 39 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 34 27 LR
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RESCUERS STRUGGLE IN THICK MUD
Race against time to reach remote settlements 

cut off by destruction of roads and bridges
With thousands still missing, fresh rainfall in flood-hit 

areas threaten to disrupt rescue operations

KATHMANDU

RESCUERS in Nepal and 
China were battling on Sat-
urday to locate thousands 
of  people missing days af-
ter a deadly, tsunami-like 
wall of  water and debris 
swept through the Hima-
layan region, engulfing en-
tire villages.

 Nearly 2,400 people re-
mained missing, including 
at least 320 foreign nation-
als, while more than 4,400 
people have been rescued 
or evacuated so far as res-
cuers race against time to 
reach remote settlements 
cut off  by the destruction 
of  roads and bridges.

Rescue worker Kawan 
Koirala, from the Nepal 
Scout Disaster Response 
Team, said they were strug-
gling in thick, leg-sucking 
mud.

“People want their fami-
ly member’s body back, ei-
ther dead or alive, but we 
cannot find them... you can 
see the mud,” he told AFP, 
exhausted after an 18-hour 
shift.

“It is very traumatic for 
me too. It is my first time 
seeing these types of  
things. Everywhere is mud. 
We faced flood in Nepal be-
fore, but not like this.” In 
Rasuwa district, Nepali 
army rescuers struggled to 
help more than 100 people 
believed to be trapped by 
thick mud in a tunnel that’s 
part of  the Upper Trishu-
li-1 Hydropower Project. 

The army said it had res-
cued 350 people from the 
tunnel so far.

Video from the scene 
showed rescuers helping a 
man covered in mud out of  
the tunnel by pulling and 
pushing. “It is complicated 
to find the entry and exit 
points of  the tunnel be-
cause everything has been 
covered by mud,” an Army 
spokesperson said. 

A drone view of the aftermath of flash flooding at the confluence of the 
Trishuli  and Tadi rivers in Nepal on Saturday |  AP

Relief fund 
receives Rs 
2 billion in 
three days
More than Rs 
2.295 billion 

has been 
donated to 

Nepal Prime 
Minister’s 

Disaster Relief 
Fund since 

massive flash 
floods wreaked 

havoc in the 
Himalayan 

nation. Nepal is 
struggling to 

find its footing 
after a massive 

flash flood 
swept through 

towns and 
villages on 

Wednesday, 
washing away 

homes, vehicles, 
roads and 

bridges, besides 
damaging 

hydropower 
projects

‘Behind me was flood, in 
front was a wall-like hill’
KATHMANDU

SURVIVORS of  the floods described scenes of  
extraordinary terror—desperate climbs to-
wards higher ground, homes collapsing around 
them and people being swept away.

For Raju Budhathoki, a customs agent in 
Timure, a town on the Nepal-Tibet border, the 
disaster began when the hillside suddenly 
started shaking Wednesday morning. Bud-
hathoki, who was resting in his room, initially 
thought an earthquake had struck, according 
to The Kathmandu Post. 

He ran outside and towards a nearby police 
post, but found that the police themselves were 
fleeing. As he scrambled past a wire fence, he 
injured his hand. Looking back, he saw houses 
in the Timure market being swept away one af-
ter another by the flood. Budhathoki eventually 
reached a forest about 500 metres uphill, where 
he found safety. “From the forest, when I looked 
down at Timure, I never imagined I would get a 
second chance at life like this,” he said. 

Tamang, a resident of  neighbouring Sind-
hupalchowk district, said, “When I came out of  
the house and ran upward towards the hill. 
There was not much choice for me. Behind me 
was the flood and in front of  me was a wall-like 
hill,” Tamang told a local media house.

The site of Russian attack in the village of Myla, in Kyiv region on Saturday |  AP

KYIV

RUSSIA struck an arms depot near 
Kyiv overnight, sparking fires and 
explosions that killed 37 people and 
wounded dozens of  others, authori-
ties said Saturday.

AFP reporters saw plumes of  black 
smoke pouring over the capital’s 
western suburbs, while videos pub-
lished by Ukraine’s rescue services 
showed homes near the blast epicen-
tre in flames.

The attack was the second to hit a 
munitions depot near Kyiv in less 
than two months, with officials ex-
pressing anger that arms were still 
being stored so close to residential 
areas.

Both Russia and Ukraine have in-
tensified long-range strikes on each 
other in recent months, pushing civil-
ian casualties to their highest level 
since Moscow invaded in 2022.

“Those who allowed this to happen 
must be held accountable for their de-
cisions... ammunition cannot be 
stored near homes or other residen-
tial areas,” Ukrainian President Vo-

lodymyr Zelensky said.
The blast forced hundreds to evacu-

ate and damaged multiple homes, in-
cluding a care facility for elderly and 
disabled people, he added. At least 37 
people were killed, among them the 
mayor of  the nearby town of  Dmytriv-
ka, Kyiv region governor Tymur 
Tkachenko said on Telegram. Resi-
dents in the area told AFP the explo-
sion was “terrifying”.

“We thought we were being 
bombed. No one knew it was a deto-
nation,” said Yana Doneli, resident of  
a nearby town. The depot was owned 
by the Ukrainian military and stored 
drones, shells and other munitions, 
Zelensky said in a video address.

Zelensky blamed the incident on 
“horrific negligence”, saying ammu-
nition should not have been stored 
there. 

Russia launched at least two mis-
siles and 267 drones at Ukraine be-
tween late Friday and early Saturday, 
according to the Ukrainian air force. 

In Russia, Ukrainian strikes killed 
three people in the Belgorod region.  
 AFP

At least 37 dead as 
Russia strikes arms 
depot in Ukraine

E X P R E S S  R E A D

27 dead as minibus, truck 
crash in Zimbabwe 

Harare: A collision between a minibus 
taxi carrying church members and a 

haulage truck killed 27 people on Friday 
in Zimbabwe, a police spokesperson 

said, in the latest road disaster to hit 
the southern African country. 23 died at 

the scene, while others succumbed to 
injuries later

Munir visits defence 
industrial complex
Islamabad: Pakistan’s army chief Field 
Marshal Asim Munir on Saturday visited 
the country’s largest defence industrial 
complex to see its production and 
export capabilities.  Munir’s visit to 
“Pakistan’s largest defence industrial 
complex”, focused on reviewing 
production capabilities

Hamas commander 
was target of strike 
on Gaza hosp: Israel
GAZA CITY

ISRAEL’S military said it struck a Hamas commander 
within the compound of  a Gaza hospital on Saturday, 
while the territory’s health officials said Israeli strikes 
elsewhere killed three people.

It is the latest bloodshed to occur in the war-shattered 
territory despite a US-backed ceasefire that took effect 
in October 2025, with Israel continuing to target Palestin-
ians it says are militants.

The military said it struck a Hamas commander who 
“was hiding within the compound” 
of  Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the 
central city of  Deir al-Balah, but was 
unable to immediately confirm if  he 
had been killed. It said the command-
er, who it did not name, advanced “at-
tacks against IDF troops and Israeli 

civilians” and was hit in a structure adjacent to hospital 
buildings.

The hospital reported three people had been injured 
in an Israeli strike near a warehouse close to the mater-
nity ward inside the medical facility.

The military said steps had been taken to “mitigate 
the risk to civilians”, adding that it had warned Gazan 
medical authorities two days earlier about “the cessa-
tion of  the use of  medical facilities for terrorist pur-
poses”.   AFP

Family members mourn a man killed in Israeli  strike on al-Aqsa Hospital 
in Deir  al-Balah, central Gaza Strip on Saturday |  AP
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