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Two kumki jumbos 
deployed to capture 
‘man-eater’ in Nilgiris

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Nilgiris

TWO kumki elephants 
have been deployed to 
assist the forest depart-
ment personnel in 
tracking and capturing 
the tiger that allegedly 
killed two men at Lau-
riston near O-Valley, on 
Friday evening.

The deployment of  
kumki elephants Bom-
man and Udayan is ex-
pected to be an added 

advantage for the forest department, as veteri-
narians can get a better view of  the tiger and 
attempt to dart it while sitting along with the 
mahouts on the elephants. The trained kumki 
elephants from Theppakkadu Elephant Camp in 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) are being used 
to navigate the rugged and treacherous terrain.

Two assault sub-inspector 
during vehicle check, held
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

SINGANALLUR police on Friday ar-
rested two persons for attempting to 
murder a sub inspector during a vehi-
cle check at Ondipudur on Friday.

The suspects were identified as S 
Abdul Rahman (46), and R Sekar 
(45). Abdul Rahman owns an au-
tomation company, while Sekar 
works there. The incident oc-
curred around 11.45 pm on Au-
gust 27, when police were con-
ducting a vehicle check. When 
the police asked them to come out of  
the vehicle, they allegedly refused to 
comply. Police suspected that the duo 
were under the influence of  alcohol. 

When the SI attempted to photo-
graph the suspects as part of  register-
ing a complaint against them, Abdul 

Rahman allegedly resisted and assault-
ed him. The SI sustained an injury to 
his mouth, resulting in a broken tooth. 
Sekar subsequently joined Abdul Rah-
man and allegedly attacked the SI on 
his chest.

Abdul Rahman also allegedly took 
a jack lever from the car and 

threatened the police officer. 
The SI alerted the police con-
trol room, following which a 
team of  police personnel 
reached the spot and arrested 

the duo.
Meanwhile, the injured SI was tak-

en to a private hospital for treatment.
Based on a complaint from the SI, 

Singanallur police registered a case. 
They were arrested and subsequently 
remanded in judicial custody on Fri-
day evening.

K’taka to seek centre’s nod 
for Mekedatu project: DKS
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Mysuru

CHIEF Minister DK Shivaku-
mar said on Saturday that the 
state government is getting 
ready to approach the central 
government to seek approval 
for implementing the Meke-
datu project following a favour-
able Supreme Court ruling.

Speaking at the 111th Jayanti 
Mahotsav of  Dr Sri Rajendra 
Swamiji at the Suttur Mutt 
branch, Shivakumar said Kar-
nataka must conserve and ef-
fectively utilise Cauvery water 
for the benefit of  farmers.

“Rural farmers should be-
come stronger. Just as Kan-
nambadi (KRS) reservoir is vi-
tal for our food security, we 
must work towards conserving 
Cauvery water. The Mekedatu 
project will help us make better 
use of  the available water,” he 
said.He said around 5,400 hec-
tares of  land, including forest 
patches, will be required for the 
project. “Preparations are be-
ing made to provide alternative 
land in lieu of  the forest area. 
We have taken Opposition par-
ties into confidence and are 
preparing to submit an applica-
tion to the central government 

for the Mekedatu project,” he said.
He called for unity on issues 

concerning the country’s land, 
water and language. “I spoke 
about Mekedatu during my re-
cent visit to Tamil Nadu. I ap-
peal to activists in the State to 
maintain peace,” he said.

He termed the meeting of  
chief  ministers of  three states 
to address the Tungabhadra is-
sue as a historic development. 
The Tungabhadra reservoir 
had accumulated around 33 tm-

cft of  silt and the Centre has 
formulated a new policy to re-
move it, he pointed out.

Recalling his earlier partici-
pation in the struggle for Kar-
nataka’s water rights, Shivaku-
mar said he had visited 
Bhagamandala during the agi-
tation and sought the blessings
of  around 2,000 children. 

“That struggle was success-
ful. Now, the Supreme Court 
has also ruled in favour of  the 
Mekedatu project,” he said.

Karnataka Chief Minister DK Shivakumar, ex-CM Siddaramaiah and Suttur Mutt seer 
Shivaratri  Deshikendra Swamy in Mysuru on Saturday |  UDAYASHANKAR S

Three pvt college students die in road accident
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THREE students of  a private 
university in Pallavaram died, 
and four others were injured 
after their car overturned due 
to a tyre burst and crashed into 
the road median on the Chen-
nai-Tiruchy highway on Friday 
night. Police said the students 
were returning to Chennai 
from Puducherry after a trip 
when the accident occurred.

According to police, the sev-
en students left for Puducherry 
in an SUV on Thursday with 
Harikrishnan (19) driving. 
Around 8.45pm on Friday dur-
ing their return journey, they 

reached Hotel Highway Inn 
near Maduranthakam when 
one of  the car’s rear tyres alleg-
edly got punctured.  Ha-
rikrishnan lost control of  the 
vehicle, causing it to swerve 
across the road and overturn 
before hitting the central me-
dian. The impact of  the crash 
killed two students -- Deepakraj 
(19) of  Vadalur in Cuddalore 
district and Beautrin Stalinijo 

(22) of  Kanniyakumari  -- due to 
fatal head injuries. Raj Prasad 
(19) of  Pasupathipalaiyam in 
Karur was rushed to the hospi-
tal, where doctors declared him 
brought dead. Deepakraj was a 
third-year arts student, Stalin-
ijo was a final-year law student, 
and Prasad was a third-year 
BCom CA student.

The four injured students 
were identified as Logeswaran 
(18) of  Karur, Ram Prasad (19) 
of  Pasupathipalaiyam in Karur, 
Anishwaran (18) of  Cuddalore, 
and Harikrishnan of  Chennai. 
One was shifted to a nearby pri-
vate hospital while the others 
are at Chengaplattu Govern-
ment Hospital. All injured stu-

dents are in stable condition, 
hospital sources said.

Maduranthakam police have 
registered a case under Sec-
tions 281 (rash or negligent 
driving), 125(a) (endangering 
life and personal safety of  oth-
ers) and 106 (causing death by 
negligence) of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.

The crash caused traffic con-
gestion on the highway for 
some time as police and emer-
gency personnel shifted the in-
jured and removed the vehicle 
from the road. The bodies of  
the three deceased have been 
sent for postmortem examina-
tion. Police are examining the 
circumstances of  the crash.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

M Thalavai, headmaster of  Vel-
languli GHSS, said that follow-
ing the introduction of  the 7.5% 
quota, six students, including 
the three brothers, from the vil-
lage school could join medical 
colleges. 
“Our students P Anbarasan, 
whose father is also a weaver, 
and B Thirisha secured MBBS 
seats in 2021 and 2023, respec-
tively. I am happy that former 
Higher Education Minister K P 
Anbalagan highlighted our stu-
dents’ achievements in the As-
sembly. Former Chief  Minister 
Edappadi K Palaniswami has 
invited our students for a meet-
ing with him,” he said.

Speaking to TNIE, Anbarasan, 
who completed his MBBS this 
year and is preparing for NEET-
PG, said NEET and the 7.5% res-
ervation have been a boon for 
government-school students 
like him. 
“We could not compete with pri-
vate-school students when med-
ical seats were allotted based on 
Plus Two marks. Not even 40 
government-school students 
could enter medical colleges. 
With the introduction of  NEET 
and the 7.5% reservation, we got 
an opportunity to secure medi-
cal seats. The number of  stu-
dents like us getting MBBS seats 
has now crossed 500 this year,” 
he said. 

‘NEET, 7.5% quota a boon 
for govt-school students’

Coimbatore: The Tamil Nadu 
Elementary School Teachers 
Federation (TNESTF) alleged 
that the Directorate of  Elemen-
tary Education (DEE) failed to 
conduct camps to grant special 
and selection grades to govern-
ment school teachers. TNESTF 
district secretary C Arasu said, 
“District Educational Officers 
(DEOs) must conduct a camp 
every month but, they don’t, 
and grievances are pending at 
the Chief  Educational Officer’s 
office.” A teacher awaiting spe-
cial-grade status said officers do 
not respond when inquired 
about the camp. A senior DEE 
official said that he would look 
into this issue and that camps 
would begin soon.  ENS

‘DEOs not 
conducting spl 
teacher camps’
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Corporation steps up anti-dengue measures
Coimbatore: The Coimbatore City Municipal Corporation (CCMC) 
intensified anti-dengue measures across all five zones and 100 

wards, with a focus on eliminating mosquito 
breeding sources in the monsoon season. From 
August 28, schools, colleges, hospitals and 
hostels in the corporation limits will be provided 
with a Weekly Anti-Larval Self-Inspection 
Checklist. The institutions have been asked to 
nominate a staff member to inspect their 
premises every week, record the findings and 

submit it to the ward health inspector. Under the “Operation 
Shield - Multi-Dimensional Activities Against Dengue” initiative, 
mosquito larvae are being destroyed within a 10-km radius of 
areas where dengue cases are detected.  ENS

148 govt schools get 
daytime watchman 

Coimbatore: The Coimbatore 
City Municipal Corporation 

(CCMC) has deployed daytime 
watchmen at 148 corporation 

schools. While some 
Corporation schools already 
had daytime watchmen, the 

CCMC filled vacancies at 
remaining schools. A 

headmaster of a Corporation 
school in the city told TNIE that 

the schools already had night 
watchmen. However, there was 
a demand for the appointment 

of daytime watchmen for safety 
of students as outsiders often 

entered school campuses during 
the day and instances of theft 

had also been reported.   ENS

TNSF invites 
applications for science
Coimbatore: Tamil Nadu Science 
Forum (TNSF) invited eligible 
students to submit applications 
for science projects for the 
district-level science 
competitions in October. R 
Prabakaran, Coimbatore district 
president of the Tamil Nadu 
Science Forum, said, “Students 
from government, government-
aided and private schools can 
participate. Teams should consist 
of two students aged between 
10 and 17,” he said. “The last date 
for online registration is August 
31. Students can register at 
https://n-csc.in/. For details, 
contact: 98949 71770,” he said.  
ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Space-tech startups have proposed a dedicated 
Space City in Hyderabad to bring together research 
institutions and specialised infrastructure, with the 
Telangana govt agreeing to examine suggestion

SPACE CITY 
IN HYD


