
6 CHILDREN 
kidnapped by a gang in  
Haiti have been freed
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

SUNDAY  30�08�2026

Australia (Canberra)   21 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 29 19 LR
Italy (Rome) 35 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 29 20 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 26 LC
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 24 19 SNY

Singapore 30 28 HR
South Korea (Seoul) 29 24 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 24 13 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 27 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 22 13 LC
UAE (Dubai) 39 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 34 27 LR
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RESCUERS STRUGGLE IN THICK MUD
Race against time to reach remote settlements  

cut off by destruction of roads and bridges
With thousands still missing, fresh rainfall in flood-hit 

areas threaten to disrupt rescue operations

KATHMANDU

RESCUERS in Nepal and China 
were battling on Saturday to locate 
thousands of  people missing days 
after a deadly, tsunami-like wall of  
water and debris swept through the 
Himalayan region, engulfing entire 
villages.

 Nearly 2,400 people remained 
missing, including at least 320 for-
eign nationals, while more than 
4,400 people have been rescued or 
evacuated so far as rescuers race 
against time to reach remote settle-
ments cut off  by the destruction of  
roads and bridges.

Rescue worker Kawan Koirala, 
from the Nepal Scout Disaster Re-
sponse Team, said they were strug-
gling in thick, leg-sucking mud.

“People want their family mem-
ber’s body back, either dead or 
alive, but we cannot find them... you 
can see the mud,” he told AFP, ex-
hausted after an 18-hour shift.

“It is very traumatic for me too. It 
is my first time seeing these types 
of  things. Everywhere is mud. We 
faced flood in Nepal before, but not 
like this.” In Rasuwa district, Nepa-
li army rescuers struggled to help 
more than 100 people believed to be 
trapped by thick mud in a tunnel 
that’s part of  the Upper Trishuli-1 
Hydropower Project. The army said 
it had rescued 350 people from the 
tunnel so far.

Video from the scene showed res-
cuers helping a man covered in 
mud out of  the tunnel by pulling 
and pushing.

“It is complicated to find the en-
try and exit points of  the tunnel be-
cause everything has been covered 
by mud,” Army spokesperson Brig. 

Gen. Raja Ram Basnet said.
Nepal’s meteorology department 

on Saturday warned of  fresh rain-
fall and thunderstorms in the coun-
try’s flash flood-affected areas, 

threatening to disrupt ongoing res-
cue and relief  operations amid the 
worsening crisis, according to a me-
dia report.

The Department of  Hydrology 
and Meteorology has indicated 
heavy rain in the hilly and moun-
tainous regions of  Koshi, Bagmati, 
and Gandaki provinces, the hilly 
areas of  Karnali, and the Terai re-
gions of  Lumbini and Sudurpash-
chim provinces, The Rising Nepal 
media portal said.

Meteorologist Hari Prasad Dahal 
said most places in the Bhotekoshi 
flood-affected area in Rasuwa are 
likely to receive moderate rainfall 
on Saturday.  “Heavy rain may oc-
cur in one or two places, which is 
likely to affect search and rescue 
operations. Therefore, precaution 
is necessary,” he added. Agencies

A drone view of the aftermath of flash flooding at the confluence of the Trishuli  and Tadi rivers 
in the Devighat area of Nuwakot district of Nepal on Saturday |  AP

Relief fund receives Rs 2 
bn in three days

More than Rs 2.295 billion has 
been donated to Nepal Prime 
Minister’s Disaster Relief Fund 

since massive flash floods 
wreaked havoc in the Himalayan 
nation. Nepal is struggling to find 
its footing after a massive flash 
flood swept through towns and 
villages on Wednesday, washing 
away homes, vehicles, roads and 

bridges, besides damaging 
hydropower projects

‘Behind me was flood, in 
front was a wall-like hill’
KATHMANDU

SURVIVORS of  the floods described scenes of  ex-
traordinary terror—desperate climbs towards high-
er ground, homes collapsing around them and peo-
ple being swept away.

For Raju Budhathoki, a customs agent in Timure, 
a town on the Nepal-Tibet border, the disaster began 
when the hillside suddenly started shaking Wednes-
day morning. Budhathoki, who was resting in his 
room, initially thought an earthquake had struck, 
according to The Kathmandu Post. 

He ran outside and towards a nearby police post, 
but found that the police themselves were fleeing. 
As he scrambled past a wire fence, he injured his 
hand. Looking back, he saw houses in the Timure 
market being swept away one after another by the 
flood. Budhathoki eventually reached a forest about 
500 metres uphill, where he found safety. “From the 
forest, when I looked down at Timure, I never imag-
ined I would get a second chance at life like this,” he 
said. Tamang, a resident of  neighbouring Sind-
hupalchowk district, was in Timure, a town on the 
Nepal-Tibet border, when the flash flood struck on 
Wednesday. 

KYIV

RUSSIA struck an arms depot 
near Kyiv overnight, sparking 
fires and explosions that killed 
37 people and wounded dozens 
of  others, authorities said 
Saturday.

AFP reporters saw plumes of  
black smoke pouring over the 
capital’s western suburbs, 
while videos published by 
Ukraine’s rescue services 
showed homes near the blast 
epicentre in flames.

The attack was the 
second to hit a muni-
tions depot near Kyiv 
in less than two months, 
with officials express-
ing anger that arms were 
still being stored so close to 
residential areas.

Both Russia and Ukraine 
have intensified long-range 
strikes on each other in recent 
months, pushing civilian casu-

alties to their highest level since 
Moscow invaded in 2022.

“Those who allowed this to 
happen must be held accounta-
ble for their decisions... ammu-
nition cannot be stored near 
homes or other residential are-
as,” Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said.

The blast forced hundreds to 
evacuate and damaged multiple 
homes, including a care facility 
for elderly and disabled people, 

he added. 
At least 37 people were 
killed, among them the 
mayor of  the nearby 
town of  Dmytrivka, 
Kyiv region governor 
Tymur Tkachenko said 

on Telegram. Residents 
in the area told AFP the ex-

plosion was “terrifying”. “We 
thought we were being bombed. 
No one knew it was a detona-
tion,” said Yana Doneli, resident 
of  a nearby town.  AFP

At least 37 dead 
as Russia strikes 
Kyiv arms depot

WASHINGTON 

US President Donald Trump on Fri-
day said the US has entered an 
agreement with Venezuela to take 
control of  65 billion barrels of  the 
South American country’s oil 
reserves.

The announcement comes as 
Trump faces mounting pressure to 
address high gas prices as the war 
in Iran on Friday reached a six-
month milestone with no conclu-
sion in sight. The US has tapped its 
strategic petroleum reserves, which 
in early August fell below 300 mil-
lion barrels.

He claimed the deal will serve to 
“substantially lower” gas prices for 

Americans “long into the future.” 
The US-Israel war against Iran 

has led to a dramatic slowdown of  
Gulf  oil moving through the Strait 
of  Hormuz, which about 20% of  the 
world petroleum passed through 
prior to the conflict.

The average price of  gas in the 
US stood at about $4.09 a gallon on 
Friday, according to AAA. The aver-
age price was $3.21 at the same time 
last year. A significant drop in US 
gas prices tied to the agreement 
should not be expected immediate-
ly. Experts have repeatedly warned 
that a substantial boost in Venezue-
lan oil production will not happen 
quickly as repairing and expanding 
infrastructure takes years and re-

quires billions of  dollars.
Persuading big American oil 

companies to return the region 
could face headwinds given the po-
litical uncertainty and decades of  
badly damaged infrastructure.

Days after the ouster of  Maduro, 
Trump gathered oil executives at 
the White House and called on them 
to rush back into Venezuela. Execu-
tives expressed interest in the op-
portunity but there was also a 
measure of  caution. Darren Woods, 
CEO of  ExxonMobil, the largest US 
oil company, said the country was 
“un-investable.” But Trump insist-
ed his administration has brought 
a measure of  stability to Venezuela.
 AP

Venezuela oil deal will lower energy prices: Trump 


