
new world order of men’s singles 
tennis. Djokovic now wants to pro-
duce his best at the Grand Slams. 
He may not have won a title in his
last 11 attempts at the Majors, but 
his record at the Slams has still 
been impressive.

Since that triumph in New York
in 2023, the Serbian’s Grand Slam
results include two third round 
finishes, one quarter-final, six 
semi-finals and the 2024 Wimble-
don and 2026 Australian Open 

finals. These results include a 
walkover (to Casper Ruud in the 
quarter-final of the French Open 
in 2024) and a mid-match retire-
ment (against Alexander Zverev at
the 2025 Australian Open semi-fi-
nal). It also includes four defeats to
current world No.1 Sinner and 
three to Alcaraz.

The only anomalies were
defeats to then world No. 28 Alexei
Popyrin (third round of US Open 
2024) and to then world No. 30 

Joao Fonseca, in the third round of
the French Open earlier this year.

These are performances most
players would dream of, but Djok-
ovic holds himself to higher stan-
dards. “Whenever Novak enters 
any tournament, or a Major, he’ll 
be in it with a shot. Not just once, 
not just here, he’s done it every 
place, and at the highest levels,” 
Roger Federer, one of Djokovic’s 
great rivals, said ahead of the US 
Open. “I always think that as long 

lA
Caruana extends 
lead against Pragg 
BENGALURU: Fabiano 
Caruana extended his lead 
to 9-3 against R Praggna-
nandhaa in the Grand 
Chess Tour Finals title 
match after surviving five 
hours and 95 moves to 
salvage a draw in Game 2. 
Pragg had winning chances 
in the bishop endgame but 
couldn’t convert them.

Smith and Cox revive 
England against Pak
LONDON: Jamie Smith and 
Jordan Cox both scored 
fifties as England recovered 
from a top-order collapse 
against Pakistan to 248-9 
when bad light ended Day 1 
at Lord’s. Mohammad 
Abbas took three wickets 
for four runs in 16 balls, 
including the prize scalp of 
England captain Joe Root.
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Novak Djokovic
Age                                 39 

Grand Slam titles    24

Last GS title                US Open 2023

BREAKDOWN

RECORD AT SLAMS

2

Australian OpenYear French Open Wimbledon US Open 

SEMI-FINAL2024 QUARTER-FINAL

(SINCE LAST TITLE)

SLAM 
FINALS

6
SEMI- 
FINALS

1
QUARTER- 

FINAL

2
THIRD 

ROUND

ROUND 3
lost to Jannik Sinner 
(opponent ranking: 4)

Walkover against 
Casper Ruud (7)

lost to Alexei Popyrin 
(28)

SEMI-FINAL2025

2026

SEMI-FINAL SEMI-FINAL SEMI-FINAL
retired after first set 
against Alexander 
Zverev (2)

lost to Jannik Sinner 
(1)

lost to Jannik Sinner 
(1)

lost to Carlos Alcaraz 
(2)

ROUND 3 SEMI-FINAL
*ONGOINGlost to Joao Fonseca 

(30)
lost to Jannik Sinner 
(1)

FINAL
lost to Carlos Alcaraz 

(3)

FINAL
lost to Carlos 

Alcaraz (1)

Shahid Judge

shahid.judge@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The last time 
Novak Djokovic played a 
competitive singles tennis 
match, he spent quite a while
bent down in pain. Often, he 
vomited into towels as he strug-
gled with the heat and humidity at
the Cincinnati Masters.

Yet, he refused to walk away
mid-match, losing 6-2, 6-4, 6-4 
against world No. 50 Thiago Agus-
tin Tirante in a match that lasted 
two hours and 44 minutes. Since 
then though, he has had a lot more
screentime, more so as the subject
of the documentary ‘Novak Djok-
ovic: The World in Winter.’

In one particular sequence of
the film, he addresses a topic that 
has been a raging debate across 
tennis in the past few years. “I 
know a lot of people are retiring 
me already, for many years,” Djok-
ovic said in the documentary. 
“Why would you want me to retire
when I am still playing and com-
peting at the highest level? I’m still
top 5, top 10 in the world.”

As it stands, he is the world
No.5. And at the US Open that 
begins on Sunday, he will compete
as the fourth seed. He may not be 
the overwhelming favourite, yet he
remains a player who cannot be 
written off. The last time Djokovic
won a Grand Slam was at the US 
Open in 2023. It was his 24th 
Major title, bringing him level with
Margaret Court for the joint-all-
time record. Since then, the 25th 
Slam has remained elusive, as he 
has become a step-slower with 
age, while his biggest opponents 
today, Jannik Sinner and Carlos 
Alcaraz, have taken control of the

as he’s in the draw, there’s a 
chance. That’s one of the reasons 
he’s still playing, because he truly 
must believe that he can still do it.”

To better prepare himself for
the Slams, Djokovic has actively 
been truncating his tennis calen-
dar. In 2024, he played in 12 tour-
naments, which included the tri-
umph at the Paris Olympics and a
single Davis Cup match. In 2025, 
he played in 13 tournaments. But

in an injury-laden 2026, he has
played in only three competi-

tions so far, including the
opening round loss at Cin-
cinnati.

“It’s just a condition that I
have, health-wise, that has been 
bothering me for the past couple 
of years,” Djokovic said after losing
to Tirante. “(It causes) a lot of 
issues, especially when it is humid
and it is hot.”

He may have to deal with those
conditions again, with New York 
often being hot and humid at this 
time of the year. As for dealing 
with nerves though, he is a differ-
ent beast. He often wins the men-
tal battle before even taking to the
court – especially in the gruelling 
best-of-five set matches. What he’s
been struggling with of late though
is the physical aspect.

That has led to a few changes to
his game style. A defensive base-
liner at heart, he no longer prefers
longer rallies. And so, he tends to 
mix-up play, throwing in drop 
shots and charging up to the net.”

“Survive to thrive,” he said, after
reaching the quarter-final at Wim-
bledon this year. “Hopefully the 
thriving part is coming.”

Since winning his first Grand
Slam title, at the Australian Open 
in 2008, Djokovic has never gone 
three consecutive seasons without
winning a Major. The US Open 
will, in one way or another, mark a
first for him – either a third season
without a Slam, or a new world 
record.

He will hope the thriving part is
indeed coming soon.

Of belief and hope: Djokovic 
begins his Slam quest, again
The last time Novak 
won a Slam was at the 
US Open in 2023 but 
he’s been more than 
competitive since

HT Correspondent

sporstdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday said 
India must expand its base and 
participate in more sporting disci-
plines to enhance its medal 
prospects at the Olympics.

Modi was speaking to partici-
pants at the Khelo India Samvaad
via video conference, addressing 
youth and athletes who connected
from over 5,000 institutes across 
the country as part of the National
Sports Day 2026 celebrations.

“Other countries are winning
medals in sports where India does
not even participate; we must 
master these sports as well which
is important to increase our medal
tally,” said PM Modi

“The bitter truth is that we don’t
even compete in half the sporting
disciplines at the Olympics, which
means that we are not competing
for a big part of the medal tally, 
and it has been happening for dec-
ades. In the 2012 Olympics, India 
participated in just 13 sports and 
did not compete in more than 20 
events. Other countries win med-
als in these sports and we don’t 
even take part.

“To increase our medal tally we
have to participate in sports such 
as surfing, sport climbing etc. We 
have such a huge coastline and 
mountainous region that such 
sports should come naturally to 
us. Whether it is watersports or 

winter sports, we have the demog-
raphy and the geography but we 
are not seen in such sports glo-
bally. So we have to find opportu-
nities in districts where we can 
develop an ecosystem for such 
sports,” Modi said.

“When we speak about prepa-
ration for the 2036 Olympics prep-
aration our focus should be that 
we should prepare athletes who in
2036 can compete in different 
sports qualify and compete. I 
announced from the Red Fort 
(August 15) that we will have a tal-
ent hunt programme for ages 5-15
to introduce them to different 
sports.”

Modi said sports is not just
about winning medals but its pur-
pose is also nation-building. 
“When I talk about sports, it isn’t 
just about winning medals, it is a 
campaign to integrate India’s 
sports power and youth energy to
build a Viksit Bharat. I have always
said, ‘Those who play will blos-
som.’

India must master 
more Olympic 
sports: PM Modi

PM Narendra Modi. PTI
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NEW DELHI: The Sports Authority
of India’s decision to prune the 
Asiad contingent has irked several
federations. Many federations are
pointing out at the “ambiguity”
in selection based on rankings,
especially for squads picked on
the basis of open trials.

Several sports, including tennis,
rowing, judo, gymnastics, and 
weightlifting, have had their 
squads trimmed. SAI stuck to the 
ministry’s selection criteria of at 
least top-6 finish at the Asian 
Championships or previous Asian
Games as benchmark for individ-
ual athletes. For team sports, the 
benchmark was set at a top-8.

In wushu, for example, a squad
of 12 was selected based on trials. 
SAI objected to five of them, Mercy
Ngaimong, and the athletes have 
been omitted. “It is possible that in
open trials, the athlete who wins in
a weight class may not match the 
top-six (criteria),” said a Wushu 
Association of India official.

Even Arunachal Pradesh CM
Pema Khandu wrote to sports 
minister Mansukh Mandaviya 
asking him to consider Ngaimong
based on her performance in the 
trials. Ngaimong, one of the lead-
ing wushu player won two gold 
medals at the the 7th Nordic Open,
Stockholm last year and silver in 
women’s Jianshu at Oceania Inter-
national Championship at Bris-
bane and at Moscow Wushu Stars.

In judo, only three of the 12
names have been approved, leav-
ing out Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games gold medallist Harsh Singh
and bronze medallist Unnati 
Sharma.

“They could have at least con-
sidered medal winners from the 
CWG. We have a scenario where 
CWG medal winners are not in the
team, and those who have not won
medal are in the team. Naturally, 
the CWG medal winners are shat-
tered,” said a judo official.

In tennis, five players have been
excluded, including promising 
Vaishnavi Adkar and Manas 
Dhamne. That has led Rohan 
Bopanna question the selection
process.

ASIAN GAMES CUT 
LEAVES WUSHU, 
JUDO ATHLETES 
CRYING FOUL

HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK

HP Crop Diversification Promotion Project (Phase II), JICA-ODA
District Project Management Unit

Administrative Building, Agriculture Complex, Hamirpur (H.P)
(Tel-Fax: +91-01972-223059, e-mail- dpmucdp-ham-hp@nic.in)

NOTICE INVITINGTENDER
Online bids are hereby invited for the following works from eligible contractors/firms duly registered with Himachal Pradesh Jal Shakti
Vibhag in appropriate class and latest renewal thereof. Terms & conditions/other documents can be downloaded from the website
http://hptenders.gov.in. For further queries/details, please contact 01972-292155.

Sr.
No.

Name of the work Amount
put to
Tender
(Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Cost of
Tender
(Rs.)

Time
Allowed
(Months)

1. Providing Subheads Lift irrigation Components including Distribution System at
TWIS Bathu under HPCDP (Phase-II) Project-JICA-ODA Phase-II at Village Bathu,
G.P Bathu, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (H.P.)

29,06,000/- 51,100/- 1500/- 9

2. Providing Subheads Lift irrigation Components including Distribution System at
TWIS Dhusara under HPCDP (Phase-II) Project-JICA-ODA Phase-II at Village
Dhusara, G.P Dhusara, Tehsil Amb, Distt. Una (H.P.)

40,98,500/- 69,000/- 1500/- 9

3. Providing Subheads Lift irrigation Components including Distribution System at
TWIS Chalola under HPCDP (Phase-II) Project-JICA-ODA Phase-II at Village
Chalola, G.P Chalola, Tehsil Una, Distt. Una (H.P.)

30,12,203/- 52,700/- 1500/- 9

4. Providing Lift irrigation Scheme at LIS Nunayee under HPCDP (Phase-II) Project-
JICA-ODA Phase-II at Village Nunayee, G.P Tyai, Tehsil Amb, Distt. Una (H.P.)

69,20,881/- 1,01,800/- 2000/- 9

Key Dates:
Sr. No. Description Key Dates

1. Date of online publication 26.08.2026 from 1800 Hrs
2. Document Download start and end date 26.08.2026 from 1800 Hrs up to 03.09.2026 1100 Hrs
3. Bid submission start and End date 26.08.2026 from 1800 Hrs up to 03.09.2026 1100 Hrs
4. Pre-Bid meeting 30.08.2026 1100 Hrs
5. Physical submission of:

i) EMD and
ii) Cost of tender documents and other Technical/Eligibility Documents

26.08.2026 from 1800 Hrs up to 03.09.2026 1100 Hrs

6. Date of Technical Bid opening 03.09.2026 1100 Hrs
District Project Manager

HPCDP (Phase-II), JICA-ODA
DPR HP-0813 Hamirpur, District Hamirpur (H.P)
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