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THeHIMACHALPradeshAs-
semblyonThursdayadopteda
resolutionmovedbyBJPMLA
Dr Janak Raj seeking priority
measures to address social and
environmentalconcernslinked
to operational andunder-con-
structionhydropowerprojects,
withChiefMinisterSukhvinder
Singh Sukhuwarning that the
state governnnet could enact a
lawtoreclaimsurpluslandheld
by the Bhakra Beas Manage-
mentBoard(BBMB).

The resolution, moved
underRule101bytheBharmour
MLA,waspassedbyvoice vote
and will be forwarded to the
Centre. Participating in thede-
bate, Sukhu said the govern-
mentwaspursuingseverallong-
pending issues concerning
hydropower projects, families
affected by such projects, and
theBBMBwith theCentre and
otherauthorities.

“IftheBBMBdoesnotreturn
the surplus land of Himachal
Pradesh in its possession, the
state governmentwill enact a
lawtowrestitback,”Sukhusaid,
asserting thatwaterwas a state
asset“akintogold”andthatthe
governmentwouldprotect it at
all costs. Sukhusaid, "Thestate
has amajor stake in thehydro-
power sector. The government
isworking to resolve issues af-
fectingproject-affectedfamilies
andcommunities”.

Hesaidhisgovernmenthas
also worked on removing the
requirementof aBBMBno-ob-
jection certificate for certain
hydropowerprojects.OnBBMB
arrears, theChiefMinister said
thematter was before the Su-

premeCourt.He saidHaryana
had submitted an affidavit as-
suringHimachal Pradesh that
its arrears would be cleared,
while Punjab had submitted
onlyapartialaffidavit.

Sukhu said the statewould
proceedwiththeproposedKis-
hauhydroelectric project only
after the arrears issuewas re-
solved. He also said Haryana
had agreed to Himachal Pra-
desh’stermsandexpressedcon-
fidenceofafavourableoutcome
ontheKishauproject.

Referring to Union Power
MinisterCRPatil,Sukhusaidhe
was in regular touchwith him
over hydropower-related
matters. “CRPatil is callingme
everyday,”hesaid, adding that
therewere occasionswhenhe
deliberately avoided taking the
call.The Chief Minister said
power utilities such as theNa-
tionalHydroelectricPowerCor-
poration (NHPC) andSatluj Jal
VidyutNigamLimited (SJVN),
which established projects in
Himachal Pradesh, had grown
intomulti-billion-rupee com-
panieswhilethestateremained
poor. He said the government
had decided to reclaim the
Sunni, Luhri andDhaulasidh
hydropower projects and pur-
sue legalmeasures to reclaim
theBairaSiulproject, forwhich
senior lawyers would be en-
gaged. The government was
also taking steps to recover
LocalAreaDevelopmentAuth-
orityarrears.

Sukhu said people living in
areasadjoiningdamswouldno
longerrequirepermissionfrom
any entity to access water for
drinking or irrigation.He also
announcedthatthestatewould
undertakedesiltingofallBBMB

projects inHimachal Pradesh
onitsown,whichhesaidcould
generatesubstantialrevenue.

During the debate, MLA
HansRajallegedmisuseofcor-
porate social responsibility
funds in the Baira Siul,
Chamera-IandChamera-IIpro-
jects.AnotherBJPMLA,Rakesh
Jamwal,suggestedthatsurplus
landheld bypower projects be
reclaimed and allotted to dis-
placedpersons.MLAsSurender
Shourie, LokendraKumar and
TrilokJamwalalsoparticipated
inthediscussion.

TheHouse also adopted a
resolutionmoved by Jaswan-
PragpurBJPMLABikramSingh
Thakur recommendinghigher
financial assistance under the
PradhanMantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) in view of Himachal
Pradesh’sdifficultgeographical
andclimaticconditions.

Theresolutionsoughtanin-
crease in assistance for house
construction from the existing
Rs1.50lakhtoRs3.63lakh,with
additionalassistanceforremote
anddifficultareas.

Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Minister Ani-
rudhSinghsupportedtheresol-
ution, saying the government
was ready to increase its con-

tribution. “UnderthisPMAY,90
percentassistancecomesfrom
the central government and 10
percent is being given by the
stategovernment,”hesaid.

CMtoughens stand, saysgovtwill enact
law ifBBMBfails to return surplus land
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HIMACHAL PRADeSH Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
SukhuonThursdayrejectedalle-
gations that his family pur-
chasedapieceoflandinNadaun
ata lowpriceand later sold it to
thegovernmentforapremium,
sayingthetransactionhadbeen
examinedby theenforcement
Directorate(eD),whichfoundno
wrongdoing.

Respondingtoaquestionby
BJPMLAAshishSharma in the
Vidhan Sabha, Sukhu said a
similarissuewasraisedearlierin
theHouse andhehad already
clarifiedhispositionatthetime.

Sharma, theMLA fromHa-
mirpur,hadclaimedthatapiece
of land purchased by Sukhu's
family forRs 2,700 in 2012was
subsequently sold to to the Irri-
gationandPublicHealth (IPH)
department forRs 18 lakh. “If a
land is purchased forRs 2,700
andisfurthersoldtothegovern-
mentforRs18lakhunderwhich-
ever regime, be it BJP or Con-
gress... there should be an
investigation,”hesaid.

Sukhusaidhisfamilyowned
around500bighasoflandinNa-
daun.“TheIPHdepartmentcon-
structed twowater tanks on a

portionof the landwithout the
family’s permissionwhen the
BJPwas inpower,” Sukhusaid,
addinghisbrotheropposed the
constructionof thewater tanks
asitaffectedhisplantoestablish
astonecrusher there.Mining is
prohibitedwithin a 500-meter
radiusofsuchtanks.

Sukhu said he suggested
donatingthelandtotheIPHde-
partment, “but my brother
moved court against the con-
structionofwater tanksonour
land”. “The lowercourt ruled in
our favour, followingwhich the
family received compensation
fortheland.ItooreceivedRs2-3
lakh,”headded.

He added that the water
schemeandtanksdatedbackto
2017-18. “BikramSinghThakur,
whowasthenaCabinetminister,
wanted to inaugurate thewater
tank,”hesaid,addingthemarket
valueoflandinRakkar-Paragpur
is Rs 50 lakhper kanal (505.85
squaremetres).Hesaidthegov-
ernmentacquired 10kanals for
Rs 18 lakh, a significantly low
price.DeputyChiefMinisterMu-
keshAgnihotri toosaid that the
samequestionhadpreviously
beenraisedintheHouse.Hesaid
that the land in question had
beenpurchasedbytheJalShkati
Department fromfour individ-

uals and that the matter had
evenreachedtheHighCourt.

According to the details
placed in the House by Agni-
hotri,the PragpurdivisionofJal
ShaktiDepartment, as the IPH
Departmentwaslaterrenamed,
acquiredthelandinKalurKogla
villageforconstructingtwoinfil-
trationwells under the Jal Jee-
vanMission’sliftdrinkingwater
supplyschemeforRakkad-Prag-
pur. The acquired parcel, re-
cordedunderKhasraNos. 1 (1/1
and1/2),KhataNo. 22andKha-
tauniNo. 24, is classifiedasgair
mumkin dariya. The govern-
mentconfirmed thatRs 18 lakh
waspaidascompensationforthe
land that falls in villageKalur
KoglainNadaun.

As BJP's Bikram Thakur
raised a supplementary ques-
tion,SpeakerKuldeepSinghPa-
thania intervenedafter Sukhu
referredtotheissuehavingbeen
raisedpreviously.Pathania said
hewouldexaminehowtheques-
tionhadbeen listedagain if the
matter had already been
answeredintheHouse.

Hesaid that sinceadetailed
replyhadbeenprovided, there
wasnoneed for further supple-
mentaryquestions, adding that
members dissatisfiedwith the
responsecouldresorttoRule61.

Sukhudenieshis family
bought land forRs2,700,
sold it to govt forRs 18 lakh

Himachal PradeshChiefMinisterSukhvinderSinghSukhuaddressesduring theMonsoonSessionof
theVidhanSabha, inShimlaonThursday. ANI

Shimla:The rapid pace of in-
dustrialisationinNalagarhand
theBaddi-Barotiwala-Nalagarh
industrialbeltcameunderscru-
tiny in theHimachal Pradesh
Assemblywith CongressMLA
fromNalagarhHardeep Singh
Bawa raising serious concerns
over water scarcity, ground-
water depletion and pollution
causedbyindustrialunits.

The issuewas raisedduring
discussionson the functioning
oftheShivalikSolidWasteMan-
agement Plant at Nalagarh
underRule 62. CongressMLA
pointedout that industrialisa-
tion in theNalagarh andBBN
readasBaddi-Barotiwala-Nala-

garhareashadbeenexpanding
since theearly 1980s,while the
Centre’s industrial and excise
package announced in 2003
gaveamajorboost to thesector.
MLAHardeep SinghBawa ar-
guedthatrapidindustrialgrowth
hadalsoplacedenormouspress-
ure on the region’s natural re-
sources.He said, “Water crisis
hasbecomeparticularlyserious
in thearea.Despite the scale of
industrialisation,Nalagarhhad
onlyaround25industries inthe
specificcontextraisedduringthe
discussion,andstressedtheneed
for strictmonitoringofground-
water extractionand industrial
pollution.” ENS

CongressMLAraises concerns
overwater scarcity inNalagarh

Shimla: Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
SinghSukhusaidintheAssem-
bly on Thursday that the gov-
ernmentwilltakeupthematter
with the Centre regarding the
state's requirement tobear the
cost of land acquisition for the
Shimla-Mataurandotherfour-
laneprojects.

Otherissuesdiscussedinthe

House included action against
electricityboardemployeesfor
submittingwrongreportstothe
government, and tributes paid
toNepal flash flood victims.Â
ThechiefministersaidtheCen-
tralgovernmenthasimposeda
new condition requiring the
state government to pay com-
pensation amounting to four
times thevalueof theacquired

land.Hesaidifthegovernment
bearsthelandacquisitioncosts,
it would also collect taxes and
revenue from the four-lane
stretches.He emphasised that
thestategovernmentviewsthis
matter seriously because the
NHAI constructs the four-lane
highways, is responsible for
land acquisition, and collects
tollsontheseroads. PTI

Shimla-MataurExpressway:HPgovt to
pushCentre for landacquisition funds

Chandigarh
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