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 Cole Reed (Jason Statham) 
is a former Royal Marine and 
cop, and now an elite 
bodyguard, seeking revenge 
for his industrialist boss Tibu 
Campallo’s (Ramon 
Tikaram) assassination. 
When he infiltrates a cargo 
ship as the assassins sail off, 
he teams up with the third 
mate, Angie Ellis (Annabelle 
Wallis), to save victims of  
human trafficking while 
annihilating the crooks.

The film lies somewhere 
between out-and-out 
high-octane actioners 

like The Expendables and 
more character-driven 
thrillers like John Wick. 
Writers Lindsay Michel and J 
P Davis’s story and screenplay 
are pretty straightforward — 
formulaic, even. The movie 

first establishes the friendship 
between Tibu and Reed, as 
they play chess and discuss 
life. Tibu prides himself  on 
building a successful cargo 
shipping business without 
resorting to corruption or 
wrongdoing. So, when he is 
assassinated the night he sells 
his business, Reed vows 
revenge. During his mission, 
he faces the ship’s captain, 
Marko Madsen (Roland 
Møller), who is trafficking 
people.

The narrative has all the 
elements you expect of  the 
genre and a Statham fare. The 
labyrinthine vessel makes for 
an intriguing set piece, but it 
also slows the film’s pace, 
making the viewer feel like 
they’re on a ship tour for 
much of  the film. The human 
trafficking angle, too, feels 

like a side note, added largely 
to get Cole and Angie on the 
same side. Director Jean-
François Richet handles the 
action efficiently. The hand-
to-hand combat and chases 
across the ship are staged 
with impact, though some 
sequences turn quite gory, 
including one involving a 
padlock being used to slash 
faces. While the movie gets 
the action right,  the 
characterisations remain 
underdeveloped, as does the 
conspiracy behind Tibu’s 
murder. Once the sale of  the 
business is halted, the motive 
becomes apparent, but the 
identity of  the person behind 
the assassination is concealed 

until the end. That said, the 
mystery is resolved rather 
quickly, making the payoff  
underwhelming. Some 
aspects, such as the navy 
personnel who answer the 
distress call and how easily 
they believe Cole and Angie, 
also feel unconvincing.

Despite these flaws, the 
film remains watchable for its 
action and, most of  all, Jason 
Statham. Cole’s backstory as 
a former Marine and fallen 
cop is familiar territory, but 
Statham delivers the part 
convincingly,  shifting 
smoothly from a sophisticated, 
sharply suited bodyguard to a 
rugged man on a revenge path. 
Annabelle Wallis is decent in 
her role, though her character 
remains underexplored, while 
Roland Møller makes for a 
menacing antagonist. The 
film does not break new 
ground and follows a familiar 
action-thriller formula, but it 
delivers enough combat, 
chases and Statham-style 
toughness to hold attention. 
For genre fans, especially 
those watching for its leading 
man, it makes for a reasonably 
entertaining actioner.�

— Dhaval Roy

Mutiny (Action, Thriller)  
  

Cast: Jason Statham, Annabelle Wallis, Roland Møller, Ramon 
Tikaram, Chaneil Kular 
Direction: Jean-François Richet
Duration: 1 hour, 35 minutes
Language: English (UA) 
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  A stellar interpol agent is 
brought back to the field 
from his desk profile to track 
a global drug syndicate that 
is about to unleash a lethal 
new drug into the market.

An adrenaline packed 
s e q u e n c e  i n  a n 
aeroplane introduces 

us to Khalid (Ahmed Ezz), an 
interpol officer who gets 
Ghali (Karim Abdel Aziz), a 
member of  the ‘7 Dogs’ 
syndicate, arrested. Having 
done his bit, he decides to 
forgo his work on the field for 

the sake of  his fiance (Hanah 
El Zahed) and upcoming 
nuptials. But he is called back 
for a secret mission to 
unearth the entire ‘7 Dogs’ 
gang, whose identities are 
hidden from the world and to 
stop the release of  a deadly 
new drug, Pink Lady, into the 
Middle East.  

And to do this, he has to 
team up with Ghali (Karim 
Abdel Aziz), who has one lead 
that could lead them to 
another ‘dog’ or senior gang 
member. The unlikely duo 
launch into this high stakes 
mission zipping from one 
country to another till it 
finally leads them to Giulia 
Leone (Monica Belluci), the 
syndicate boss. But will they 
be able to outwit the gang and 
identify their operative in the 
Middle East?

‘7 Dogs’ has been directed 
by  M o ro c c a n - B e l g i a n 
filmmakers, Adil El Arbi and 
Billal Fallal who have earlier 
directed the third and fourth 
installments of  the Bad Boys 
franchise (Will Smith, Martin 
Lawerence). Together they 

helm this Saudi Arabian film 
with a lot of  style, spectacle 
and an eclectic ensemble cast.  

The film is packed with 
stylised stunts, shoot outs, 
explosions and slickly 
choreographed fight scenes. 
Shot on a big scale, the high 
octane, frenetic action is 
stacked with relentless set 
pieces. The style quotient is 
underlined with transitions 
into frantic, comic book 
illustrations and animation, 
reminiscent of  Spiderman: 
Into the Spider-Verse, for 
some of  the action and 
flashback portions.  

But the story itself  doesn’t 

go beyond the surface to keep 
the film consistently gripping. 
Especially in the second hour, 
the narrative begins to get 
predictable and repetitive. 
And the dubbed Hindi makes 
some of  the dialogues feel a 
bit stilted. That said, Ahmed 
Ezz as the leading man is 
naturally charming. And he 
shares a good onscreen 
chemistry with Karim Abdel 
Aziz as they play off  each 
other with plenty of  
humourous banter, amidst all 
the action. Monica Belluci 
makes for a glamourous 
ringleader, though her 
character is not very well 
etched out. Salman Khan and 
Sanjay Dutt’s cameos as 
Johar and Ranjeet feel too 
short, but their section is 
quite amusing, keeping with 
the spirit of  the film.

 On the whole ‘7 Dogs’ is 
an out and out heavy duty, 
frenetic action flick where 
style overrides substance, but 
diehard fans of  the genre 
could still enjoy the spectacle.
�

— Sreeparna Sengupta

7 Dogs (Action, 
Thriller)  

Cast: Karim Abdel Aziz, 
Ahmed Ezz, Monica 
Bellucci, Giancarlo Esposito, 
cameos by Salman Khan 
and Sanjay Dutt
Direction: Adil El Arbi and 
Bilall Fallal
Duration: 2 hours 5 mins
Language: Arabic (Dubbed 
in Hindi & English) (UA)
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Patna: The state govt has
embarked on a major over-
haul of  higher education sy-
stem, focusing on wider ac-
cess, flexible learning, emp-
loyability, digital education,
research and inclusion in li-
ne with the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020.

The state’s reform agen-
da came under the national
spotlight at a two-day consul-
tation on “Implementation
of  NEP 2020 – Strengthening
State Systems through ABC,
MEME, RPL & Inclusion”
held at the National Institute
of  Educational Planning
and Administration (NIE-
PA), New Delhi, on Aug 20
and 21.Representing Bihar,
State Higher Education Co-
uncil’s vice-chairman N K
Agrawal outlined a series of
initiatives aimed at resha-
ping the state’s higher edu-
cation landscape. 

He highlighted efforts to
operationalise the academic
bank of  credits (ABC), multi-
ple entry and multiple exit
(MEME) and recognition of
prior learning (RPL) — key
components of  the NEP’s
push for greater flexibility
and student mobility.

A major thrust is the app-
renticeship embedded deg-
ree programme (AEDP), un-
der which students will com-
bine classroom learning
with workplace training and
practical experience. 

The initiative aims to
bridge the widening gap bet-
ween academic qualifica-

tions and the skills deman-
ded by employers.

In a significant expan-
sion of  access, Agrawal said
211 new govt degree colleges
had been established across
Bihar, particularly in areas
where students earlier had to
travel long distances for hig-
her education.The expan-
sion is expected to benefit ru-

ral students with girls likely
to gain substantially from in-
stitutions being brought clo-
ser to their communities.But
the state’s reform pitch goes
beyond simply adding colle-
ges. Quality improvement,
inclusion, digital learning,
research, employment-ori-
ented education are being po-
sitioned as key priorities.

Govt steps up higher edu
reforms in line with NEP 

MAJOR MAJOR INITIATIVES
 hOperationalising the 

academic bank of credits 
(ABC)

 h Introducing multiple entry 
and multiple exit (MEME)

 hPromoting recognition of 
prior learning (RPL)

 hExpanding the 
apprenticeship embedded 
degree programme (AEDP)

 hSetting up 211 new govt 
degree colleges

 hTaking higher education 
closer to rural communities

 hPromoting equal opportunity 
and inclusion

 hExpanding digital learning

 hEncouraging research and 
innovation

 h Focusing on employment-
oriented education

B K Mishra TNN

Patna: The Indian Institute
of  Technology-Patna (IIT-P)
has witnessed a dramatic ex-
pansion in academic pro-
grammes and student
strength, with the number of
BTech programmes soaring
from just three in 2008 to 32 in
2024, a more than tenfold in-
crease. 

The institute, which be-
gan operations in 2008 with 92

students at the Polytechnic
College campus in Patliputra
Colony, now has 4,347 student-
s.Its student strength has ri-
sen nearly 44-fold since in-
ception, with the sharpest
growth recorded in recent ye-
ars—from 1,621 in 2018 to 4,347
in 2026.The number of  pro-
grammes has also expanded.
From three BTech program-
mes in 2008, IIT-Patna had fi-
ve each of  BTech and MTech
programmes by 2016. 

BTech progs at IIT-P jump from 3 to 32
B K Mishra TNN

Patna: The state has set Sept
30 as the deadline for its 17 uni-
versities to upload all pending
degrees, marksheets, and
other academic records on the
National Academic Deposito-
ry (NAD) and Academic Cre-
dit Bank (ABC) portals, as
part of  a major drive to digiti-
se higher education records.

The decision was taken at
a review meeting held at Bi-
har Lok Bhavan on Friday un-
der the chairmanship of  go-
vernor’s additional chief  se-
cretary Dipak Kumar Singh.
University-wise progress was
reviewed at the meeting, and

officials were directed to treat
the digitisation exercise as a
priority. Progress by universi-
ties will now be reviewed eve-
ry fortnight through video
conferencing, while the digiti-
sation and uploading of  aca-
demic records maintained by
the Bihar School Examina-
tion Board will be monitored
weekly.

The state will also digitise
old academic records, inclu-
ding handwritten and paper-
based documents. The natio-
nal coordinator of  NAD-ABC
said the portal will be reope-
ned from Sept 1 to Oct 31 to
enable the digitisation.

Univs to digitise
academic records
by Sept 30: Govt

B K Mishra TNN

Gaya: The Centre has condi-
tionally cleared Gaya MP
and Union MSME minister
Jitan Ram Manjhi’s propo-
sal to rejuvenate the Falgu/
Niranjana river through de-
silting and allied measures.
The decision was taken at a
meeting in New Delhi on
Aug 20, chaired by Union
transport minister Nitin
Gadkari.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Union water reso-
urces minister C R Patil and
environment minister Bhu-
pendra Yadav. The river is
known as Niranjana in its
southern stretch and Falgu
in the north.

According to available
information, Gadkari, while
accepting Manjhi’s long-
standing demand, left the
next step to the Bihar and
Jharkhand govts. He said
the rejuvenation proposal
would be implemented if  the
two govts issued NOCs for
the project.Once the NOCs
are given, the first phase of
the 300-km-long riverine pro-
ject will be executed by the
National Highways Authori-
ty of  India through desilting
and removal of  earth from
the riverbed. The excavated
earth will be used in highway
construction. Manjhi also fa-

voured developing a pathway
on both sides of  the riverbed.

Falgu is mostly a dry ri-
ver, with much of  its water
flowing underground. Ef-
forts are proposed to make it
almost perennial through
modern recharge techniqu-
es in catchment areas, const-
ruction of  check dams and
cleaning of  conventional ca-
nals. Experts from IIT Roor-
kee made a presentation on
the issue.

Besides the Union mini-
sters, the meeting was atten-
ded by Archana Verma, se-
cretary, department of  water
resources, Union govt; Anil
Chaudhary, member (pro-
jects), NHAI; Anand Kishore,
additional chief  secretary,
water resources department,
Bihar govt; department se-
cretary Chandrashekhar
Singh; and Jai Singh, secreta-
ry, revenue and land reforms
department, Bihar govt.

Centre’s conditional nod
for Falgu rejuvenation

Union minister Jitan Ram Manjhi
at a meeting with his cabinet
colleague Nitin Gadkari 

TOI
Abdul Qadir TNN

Gaya: The Rs 2,390-crore
Vishnupad Corridor project
is being revised with the pre-
vious consultant removed,
raising uncertainty over its
final shape. Objections from
stakeholders, particularly
Gayawal Pandas who have a
monopoly over pind daan ri-
tuals, have delayed finalisa-
tion of  the DPR and subsequ-
ent work.

Sources familiar with
the project said the revised
plan was likely to spare seve-
ral houses from demolition
and reduce the area covered
by the project. A reduction
in the financial allocation
has also not been ruled out.

Confirming the change of
consultant, district magist-
rate Shashank Shubhankar
said the new consultant wo-
uld revise and improve the
work done by the previous
consultant rather than start
afresh. The consultant has
not submitted the DPR, but
pre-construction work was
progressing satisfactorily.

On the possibility of
downsizing the project,
Shubhankar said its financi-
al implications would beco-
me clear after the DPR was
finalised. “At this stage it all
is in the realm of  specula-
tion,” said Shubhankar.

“The interests and concerns
of  the stakeholders will be
given full consideration,”
said the DM.

He said he could not give
a definite timeline for execu-
tion at this stage, adding the
picture would become clear
after the DPR was finalised.

Under the earlier plan,
about 600 buildings and
structures, mostly dwelling
units, were to be fully or par-
tially demolished. Sources
said the final figure could be
less than half. 

The area covered is also
likely to be reduced, though
road widening is expected to
remain unchanged. The ro-
ad between Chand Chaura-
ha and the main shrine will
be widened to 24 metres from
12 metres. Gayawal Pandas
remain concerned about the
project’s impact. Panda
functionary Mahesh Lal
Gupt said the sooner the am-
biguity over the project deta-
ils ended, the better.

Vishnupad Corridor proj
likely to be downsized 

Vishnupad temple in Gaya

Manish Bhandari
Abdul Qadir TNN

Governor-cum-chancellor Syed Ata Hasnain on Friday
reviewed the academic and administrative functioning of B

N Mandal University, Madhepura, at Lok Bhavan and directed
the authorities to take urgent steps to improve the quality of
education and ensure timely delivery of student services.

The governor stressed the need to fill vacancies of teaching
and non-teaching staff in universities at the earliest. He also
called for setting up a state-level grievance redressal cell to
address employees’ problems and ensure their speedy
resolution. The governor directed that workshops on NAAC
accreditation be organised for all college principals to help
institutions strengthen academic standards and prepare
effectively for assessment and accreditation. TNN

Guv reviews functioning of B N Mandal varsity

Officials at a review meeting
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