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Punjab: Harbhajan Singh’s drug video claim 
sparks political row after police fact-check 

Chandigarh, Aug 11 (Reporter)

A social media post by BJP Rajya Sabha 
member Harbhajan Singh has turned into a 
political fight over Punjab’s drug problem 
after police said the video he shared as evi-
dence of drug abuse in the state was actually 
recorded in Rajasthan. The former cricketer, 
who recently moved from the Aam Aadmi 
Party to the BJP, had posted footage show-
ing two turbaned young men apparently 
struggling to stand on a 
roadside. He described 
it as a disturbing picture 
of Punjab’s youth and 
blamed successive gov-
ernments for failing to 
contain the drug prob-
lem. Punjab Police chal-
lenged the location claim 
within hours, saying its 
verification had found 
no connection between 
the footage and Punjab. 
The video, it said, was 
from Sri Ganganagar in 
neighbouring Rajasthan. 
That correction shifted the 
political argument from 
the condition of Punjab’s 
youth to the accuracy of 
political messaging on 
social media. Harbhajan 
did not withdraw from 
the wider issue. Instead, 
he returned to the subject 
later on Tuesday, post-
ing another video and 
questioning whether that 
footage too would be dis-
missed as being from Raj-
asthan. He argued that the 
location dispute should 
not be allowed to bury the 
larger concern over drugs 
in Punjab. Punjab Finance 
Minister Harpal Singh 
Cheema went further, 
calling the video fake in 
the context in which it 

was presented. He said legal action was being 
examined over the post. For AAP, the police 
verification offers a counterargument that po-
litical opponents are using misleading material 
to portray the state in a negative light. Harb-
hajan’s own position has also become part of 
the controversy. The immediate dispute may be 
about the origin of one video. The larger ques-
tion for Punjab, however, is whether political 
parties can separate genuine concern over drug 
abuse from the circulation of material that has 
not been properly verified. 

 By virtue of affidavit sworn 
before Executive Magistrate, 
Bhubaneswar Dt-21.07.2026, 
I, swojini Parida, At- Mahanga-
raghunathpur, Po- Praharajpur, 
Sub dist- Kisan nagar, Dist-
Cuttack, Odisha, Pin- 754130, 
declare that I have changed the 
name from Azreen Alli Khan to 
Biswajini Parida, Henceforth, I 
shall be know as Biswajini 

Biswojini Parida

 NOTICEAFFIDAVIT
 By virtue of an affidavit SL. 
No.1471, Dt-21/07/2026, sworn 
before the Executive Magistrate, 
Tangi, Khordha, I, Jiten Kumar 
Sahoo, 20yrs, S/o-Bidyadhar Sa-
hoo, AT-Radhamohanpur Sahi, 
Chandpur, PO/Ps-Chandpur, 
Dist-Nayagarh-752024, Odisha, 
declare that I have changed my 
name from Jitendra Kumar Sa-
hoo (old name) to Jiten Kumar 
Sahoo (new name). Henceforth, 
I shall be known as Jiten Kumar 
Sahoo for all purposes. 

 Jiten Kumar Sahoo
 Deponent


