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12 hurt 
in drunk driver’s rampage in 
Portuguese town of Albufeira

11 COIMBATORE

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow 
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   16 6 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 18 LR
Italy (Rome) 34 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 32 24 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 34 25 LC
Maldives (Male) 29 28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 18 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 31 25 LC
Switzerland (Bern) 22 10 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 26 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 33 27 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 40 34 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 27 26 LR
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TORNADO PUMMELS 
SOUTH FRANCE

Damaged houses in Pomas, southwestern France following a tornado on Tuesday. 
The rare intensity storm system damaged about 300 homes and injured 40, leaving 

residents in shock with the mayor describing the aftermath as “wartime” |  AFP

China hits out at ‘illegal’ new US sanctions
Beijing says will stand with Iran; Pakistan delegation wraps up truce talks in Iran, says meeting ‘very productive’

BEIJING/TEHRAN

CHINA vowed to protect its in-
terests on Tuesday after the 
US announced plans to widen 
economic sanctions against 
Iran and its trading partners, 
which include Beijing.

Foreign ministry spokes-
man Lin Jian said China was 
firmly opposed to what it 
called “illegal unilateral sanc-
tions” and would take “all nec-
essary measures” to safeguard 
its rights.

China is the biggest buyer 
of  Iranian oil, although the 
trade has declined under the 
US blockade of  Iran’s ports.

Lin said: “Cooperation be-
tween China and Iran has al-
ways been conducted within 
the framework of  internation-
al law and should not be inter-
fered with or disrupted.” 

The US Treasury Depart-
ment on Monday had said it 

was imposing sanctions on 
nearly 60 Iran-linked entities, 
including several based in 
China. It stopped short of  im-
posing secondary sanctions on 
countries that trade with 

Iran.
A delegation from Pakistan 

led by army chief  Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir departed Te-
hran on Tuesday after talks 
with Iran’s president and oth-

er senior officials on reopen-
ing the Strait of  Hormuz and 
reviving negotiations to end 
the Iran-US conflict, the Paki-
stani military said. 

Pakistan Interior Minister 

Mohsin Naqvi said a meeting 
with Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian had been 
“positive and productive.”  
“Comprehensive discussions 
focused on measures to pre-
vent further escalation, reo-
pening of  the Strait of  Hor-
m u z  a n d  e x p e d i t e d 
termination of  the conflict,” 
a statement said.

In the restive Middle-East, 
an oil tanker was hit with a 
projectile off  the coast of  
Oman in the Strait of  Hor-
muz, according to a report 
Tuesday.

In Tehran, long queues 
formed at petrol stations in Te-
hran on Tuesday after the 
fresh US sanctions. Though 
Iran’s leaders have shrugged 
off  the tough talk, having al-
ready endured sanctions for 
decades, some residents of  the 
capital feared that they would 
feel the pinch. AP/AFP

Iran predicts ‘another 
defeat’ for the US
TEHRAN: Iran was dismissive of 
the threat from US sanctions and 
predicted “another defeat” for 
Washington.”We’ve been waiting 
for these plans for a long time, 
and the government is and was 
ready and has a two-year plan to 
manage these events,” said 
Economy Minister Ali 
Madanizadeh. Late on Tuesday, 
Madanizadeh pledged to fight 
back against the sanctions, 
expressing confidence  that major 
trading partners would resist the 
pressure campaign and saying 
that Washington was 
keen to revive talks.

In this photo released by the Iranian Presidency Office, 
President Masoud Pezeshkian, r ight, meets Pakistan Field 
Marshal Gen Asim Munir in Tehran Tuesday| AP

US military plane 
flies to Moscow, 
carrying CIA boss
MOSCOW

A US military transport plane used by the United 
States Air Force flew from Latvia to Moscow’s 
Vnukovo airport early Tuesday, data from Flight-
radar24 showed.

The plane — a large, Boeing C-17 Globemaster 
III — appeared to have travelled to Latvia from 
Joint Base Andrews, a US military facility close 
to Washington DC, the data showed.

Hours later on Tuesday, US 
media said Central Intelligence 
Agency Director John Ratcliffe 
i s  v i s i t i n g  M o s c ow  f o r 
meetings.

CBS News quoted sources fa-
miliar with the situation as con-

firming Ratcliffe’s trip, saying it was his first 
known visit to Russia as CIA chief. Axios sepa-
rately confirmed it quoting a US official.

There was no immediate comment from the 
CIA or the White House when contacted by 
AFP.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov declined 
to comment when asked about the flight, saying 
he did “not have such information”. AFP

GENEVA

ONE million children in 
Afghanistan are suffering
from life-threatening mal-
nutrition in a worsening 
crisis sweeping the coun-
try, the United Nations 
warned Tuesday.

Across Afghanistan, 3.7 
million children suffer 
from wasting, meaning 
they are acutely malnour-
ished, the UN children’s 
agency UNICEF said. 
Among them are “one mil-
lion children who are suf-
fering from life-threaten-
i n g  s e v e r e  a c u t e 
malnutrition” -- the worst 
form, said UNICEF’s Af-
ghanistan country repre-
s e n t a t iv e  T a j u d e e n 
Oyewale.

“If  there is no treat-
ment, and we are not able 
to act fast, that one million 
number are at risk of  dy-
ing,” he told reporters in 
Geneva, speaking from 
Kabul.

Afghanistan has en-
dured repeated hunger 
emergencies in recent dec-
ades as it has struggled 
through civil war and oth-
er crises. An economic 
collapse followed the Tali-
ban’s return to power af-
ter US-led forces withdrew 
in 2021.

“Malnutrition plays a 
central role” in the grow-
ing numbers of  deaths of  
very young children, Oye-
wale said. Nearly 40 per-
cent of  children admitted 
to hospitals with severe 
wasting and medical com-
plications were babies un-
der six, he said, adding an 
“alarming picture” was 
developing, with families 
cutting back on food. AFP

10L Afghan 
children suffer 
malnutrition, 
warns UN

Trade war escalates as 
Canada strikes back at 
US with retaliatory tariff
TORONTO

CANADA struck back at the 
United States on Tuesday with 
retaliatory tariffs on about $20 
billion worth of  American 
goods, including steel, dairy 
products, appliances and farm 
equipment, as the trade war be-
tween the once-friendly neigh-
bours escalated sharply.

The tension threatened one 
of  the world’s largest trading 
relationships. The new tariffs 
extended well beyond industri-
al goods, hitting everyday pur-
chases such as seafood, cheese, 
clothing, cosmetics and toilet 
paper, with some facing duties 
as high as 50 per cent.

Canada’s retaliation came af-
ter the Trump administration 
imposed 50 per cent tariffs over 
the weekend on Canadian goods 
following the collapse of  trade 
negotiations.

Canadian Prime Minister 
Mark Carney accused Wash-
ington of  trying to subordinate 
Canada and said US demands 
during the failed talks showed 
that Americans wanted to “de-
stroy our major industries”.

President Donald Trump in-
tensified the confrontation 
Monday, telling Canadian lead-
ers to “fall in line” or face con-
sequences “far WORSE” than 
existing tariffs and threatening 
new 50 per cent tariffs on Cana-

dian vehicles, auto parts and 
steel.

The tariffs will take effect 
September 8 at rates of  15 per 
cent, 25 per cent and 50 per cent, 
with Canada matching the cor-
responding US tariff  rate on 
more than 700 products such as 
pulp and paper and electronics. 
The tariffs on many American 
products would double from 25 
per cent to 50 per cent, with the 
largest share of  the new meas-
ures affecting steel and alumi-
num. Canada and US have 
deeply integrated supply 
chains, making a prolonged 
trade war costly for both.

Canadian officials said the 
goal is not to raise revenue but 
protect Canadian companies. 
The counter tariffs will raise 
costs for some businesses and 
consumers but overall econom-
ic effects will moderate, Cana-
dian officials said.      AP/AFP

Donald Trump


