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7 killed as water, debris
flood Chamoli tunnel:

Dehradun: At least seven workers
died after a section of an
under-construction tunnel of the
Tehri Hydropower Development
Corporation’s (THDC)
Vishnugad-Pipalkoti hydropower
project collapsed due to a
landslide, resulting in water
flooding the tunnel, in the

Mayapur area of Chamoli district of

Uttarakhand late Thursday night.

Although neither the
Uttarakhand Disaster
Management Department or any
other other government agency
has confirmed the death figures, a
doctor at the Chamoli District
Hospital told the media that seven
persons out of 19 brought here
were declared dead while
remaining were undergoing
treatment. One of the rescued
workers was referred to the Base
Hospital Srinagar as his condition
was unstable. Page 7

Govttaking steps toreform
examsystem: President

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

resident Droupadi Murmu
on Friday said the government
isundertaking comprehensive
steps to completely curb the
use of unfair means in public
examinations and make the system
more transparent, secure and
trustworthy for students and youth.

The remarks came in her address
tothe nation on the eve of Independence
Day, against the backdrop of recent
protests over the NEET paper leak.

President Murmu described students
as the “architects of India’s future”
and called for collective efforts to
safeguard their opportunities, wellbeing
and aspirations.

“Our students are the architects of
India's future. Just as the government
and society must remain united to
ensure national security, everyone
must contribute through joint and
concerted efforts to safeguard the
present and future of our students.
Public examinations become gateways
tothe opportunities for our students,”
she said.

“The government is undertaking
comprehensive steps to reform these
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examinations. The objectives of these
reforms are to completely curb the
use of unfair means in public
examinations, make the examination
system more transparent, more secure,
and more trustworthy for the youth,”
she added.

With 65 per cent of India’s population
below the age of 35, the President
described the country’s talented,
skilled and innovative youth as its
most valuable asset. She stressed the
importance of physical and mental
wellbeing, family and societal support,
and sports in youth development
and nation-building,

President Murmu also highlighted
India’s progress towards becoming a

“Viksit Bharat” by 2047, asserting
that the benefits of development
must reach every person. She said
emerging economic activities and
government initiatives were opening
new avenues for young people to
succeed.

Describing India becoming
Maoism-free as amajor achievement
of the government, she said: “For
decades, Maoism posed a serious
challenge to the nation. Today,
enthusiasm prevailsin the areas once
affected by Maoism. All-inclusive
development is underway in these
regions.”

Commemorating Kargil Vijay Diwas
and the first anniversary of Operation
Sindoor, President Murmu praised
the armed forces valour and precision
in combating terrorism, warning
terrorists and their supporters that
they would face consequences. “That
historic operation against terrorism
demonstrated the capability of the
Indian armed forces to act with
precision. It sent a clear and firm
message to terrorists and those who
support them that no matter where
they hide, they will have to face the
consequences of their actions,”
she said.

BCI's NALSAR intervention ‘uncalledfor’;
nopunitiveactionagainststudents: CJI

PARMOD KUMAR
New Delhi, 14 August

Disapproving of the Bar
Council of India’s intervention
in the controversy involving
NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad, students opposing
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant’s proposed participation
in its convocation, the
Supreme Court on Friday
termed the BCI’s action
“absolutely uncalled for” and
directed that no punitive
action be taken against the
students or faculty.

The Court took note that
the BCI had withdrawn its
communication restraining
enrolment of NALSAR's 2026
graduates as advocates.

Heading a Bench also
comprising Justice Joymalya
Bagchi and Justice V. Mohana,
Chief Justice Surya Kant
made it clear that the issue
was essentially between the
students and him and did
not warrant the BCI’s
intervention.

“Naturally this is absolutely
uncalled for. It’'s a dialogue
between students and me.
Who are they to raise an

issue? Thisis totally uncalled
for.Inmy student days I have
been actively involved in
student activities. Assuming
even if they are wrong, they
have a right to protest. BCI
doesn’t have any business,”
Justice Kant said.

“Even if during the young
days someone makes a
statement which is wrong,
let that be wrong, but why
should there be an action,”
the CJI remarked.

The observations came
after senior advocate K
Parameshwar mentioned the
matter before the Bench and
questioned the BCI's authority
to intervene in what was
taking place within a university.

During the proceedings,
counsel appearing for the

BCIinformed the Bench that
the impugned communication
had since been withdrawn.
The Court nevertheless
issued notice to the BCI,
which was accepted by its
counsel, and sought a
counter-affidavit (response)
within two weeks.
Recording the withdrawal
of the circular, the Court
directed that, in the meantime,
no punitive action be taken
against any student or faculty
member of a National Law
University or law university.
It specifically ordered that
no punitive action be taken
against NALSAR studentsin
relation to the incidents referred
toin the BCI communications.
On 13 August, the BCI had
asked NALSAR University of
Law, Hyderabad, to submit
an authenticated factual report
on an alleged organised
campaign concerning CJI
Surya Kant’s proposed
participation in the University’s
convocation. It had
simultaneously directed State
Bar Councils not to enrol any
student who obtained a law
degree from NALSAR in 2026
until further orders.

Independence Day

15th August, 2026

A pledge to build a stronger, more prosperous and

developed West Bengal inspired by Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav

i

On this glorious day,

We offer our sincere homage and gratitude

to the sacrifice and valour of our freedom fighters
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Kalighat temple to get separate

police outpost:

Kolkata: The Kalighat Kali Temple soon will get a
dedicated police outpost specifically to ensure overall
safety of its premises and the pilgrims. A notification in
this regard has already been published by Kolkata police
headquarters. A senior official told The Statesman: "The
temple premises and the devotees visiting the Goddess
Kali will feel secured from now on." He added that
Kolkata Police Commissioner Ajay Nand has taken the

initiative and issued a directive regarding this on

Thursday night. This marks the first time Lalbazar has
set up a separate police outpost for a religious site.

Call for freedom from drowning

deaths:

Kolkata: On the Eve of India’s 80th Independence Day,
Friday, the city celebrated the call for freedom from

preventable drowning deaths. The Child in Need

Institute (CINI) organised a street-corner drama and
practical CPR demonstration at an open public space
beside the historic New Market in central Kolkata.

Huge explosives haul in Birbhum,

one arrested:

Birbhum: A large cache of explosives was uncovered
on Friday in the Bathan Para area of Ayas village, under
the jurisdiction of the Rampurhat police station in
Birbhum district. Actingon a tip-off, a police team
raided the residence of Shariful Islam and seized 304
pieces of gelatine sticks along with several other illicit

items. The house owner was detained and later

arrested.

House collapses in Ausgram, four

injured:

Birbhum: A two-storey mud house collapsed at Bhota
village in Ausgram PS area of East Burdwan in the early
hours of Friday injuring four people, including two
children. Police said: “A couple, Bappa Das and Jhina
Das, and their two children were asleep when the house
caved in the wee hours. Locals and family members
rescued them and prompted to Burdwan Medical
College and Hospital. Hospital sources said all four were

stable. Villagers stated that days of heavy and

intermittent rains weakened the mud walls causing the

collapse.

School turns battlefield as mob
vandalises building, 10 detained:

Asansol: Kanksha police used force and detained 10
individuals after an intense clash between locals and school
authorities turned a school in Panagarh in West Burdwan
district into a battlefield. The violence erupted a day later,
following a dispute between two classmates, which
escalated sharply when the school principal intervened.
The unrest began after the principal summoned a student's
parents to the school regarding the classroom dispute.
Witnesses allege that the principal physically assaulted the
student by "squeezing" him in front of his guardians.
Incensed by the principal's actions, a large crowd of local
residents gathered and vandalised the school building,
causing widespread damage to the premises. As the
situation spiralled out of control, the school administration
contacted the police for assistance. To disperse the mob

police resorted to a lathicharge.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 14 August

hief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari
on Friday termed
BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Anant Maharaj’s apology over
his controversial remarks on
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
a “positive” development,
while making it clear that the
law would take its own course.
The state government has
withdrawn the Banga Bibhushan
honour conferred on Anant
Mabharaj, while police have
registered FIRs against him
following his allegedly derogatory
remarks on Netaji. Anant
Mabharaj has expressed regret
and said he would be more
careful with his comments
in future.

LOCAL

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari pays a floral tribute to Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose during the inauguration of the '‘Bhowanipure MLA Football Tournament’, in Kolkata on
Friday. sxs

on Friday, Adhikari said: “I
think this should be viewed
positively. He has committed
an act that cannot be forgiven.

person and a senior citizen.”
The Chief Minister said the

police action would continue

irrespective of the apology.

FIRs have been registered
under various sections. Five
people have been arrested.
As many as 282 posts have

The Statesman

CM Suvendu Adhikari calls Anant
Maharaj’s apology ‘positive’ move

accounts concerned have been
shut following action by the
state police. Six FIRs have
been registered,” he said.

The controversy erupted
after Anant Maharaj, aleader
of the Cooch Behar Democratic
Party and BJP Rajya Sabha
member, made remarks about
Netaji that drew widespread
criticism. Amid the backlash,
he issued a 17-second video
message on social media, with
the caption “Video message
expressing respect for Netaji”.

In the video, Anant Maharaj
said: “I sincerely apologise if
anyone has been mentally
hurt by any of my inadvertent
remarks about Netaji. I say
this while expressing my
respect for Netaji.”

Reacting to the apology,
Adhikari said Anant Maharaj’s

consideration. He said the
fact that the MP had apologised
and assured that he would
be cautious in future should
be viewed positively.

All five people arrested in
connection with the controversy
are from Cooch Behar district,
Anant Maharaj's home district.
Among those arrested is a
teacher, Uttam Barman. All
the accused were produced
before a court on Friday.

Meanwhile, Padma Shri
awardee Swami Pradiptanandji
Maharaj, popularly known as
Kartik Maharaj, criticised
those making controversial
comments about Netaji.
“Congress expelled Netaji and
the Left Front also insulted
him. Those making such
remarks about Netaji today
should first know history,” he

their officers not touse mobile
phones on the occasion of
the 80th Independence Day
parade on Red Road.

The Kolkata Police
headquarters has ordered
the cops to remain vigilant
about the people around
them and their activities.

'This directive is for all
police personnel and officers
deployed for the Independence
Day parade on Red Road.
said a senior Kolkata Police
officer.

Chief Minister Subhendu
Adhikary will hoist the national
flag on Red Road tomorrow.
Recently, members of militant
organizations and Pakistani
spies have been arrested
from the outskirts of Kolkata.

Intelligence agencies have
not ruled out the possibility
that the Independence Day
event could be targeted by
militants; consequently, the

the instructions through
Officers-in-Charge (OCs) of
police stations and traffic
guards, as well as other senior
officers, directing personnel
on duty at Red Road not to
behave like spectators. They
were explicitly told not to
use mobile phones or get
distracted by taking photos
or videos.

Their primary responsibility
is to maintain law and order
and ensure strict surveillance
on Red Road, keeping a close
watch on the people nearby
and the visiting spectators.
a senior officer said.

Furthermore, the Chief
Minister may proceed to a
subsequent wreath-laying
ceremony after the parade
ends. Lalbazar has directed
that no spectator be allowed
onto Red Road until the Chief
Minister's subsequent
engagement ends.

government will honour six
IPS officers with the ‘Chief
Minister’s Medal’ in
recognition of their
outstanding professional
contributions on 80th
Independence Day.

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari will present the
awards to Damayanti Sen
and other five IPS officers
~namely Ajay Kumar, Neeraj
Kumar Singh, K Jayaraman,
Pranab Kumar, and Kunal
Agarwal.

The other officers with
distinction in the list of IPS
officers to be awarded Chief
Minister’s Medal for
Commendable Service for
the year 2026 are: Kankar
Prasad Barui, Sunil Kumar
Yadav, Rathod Amitkumar
Bharat, Surya Pratap Yadav,
Pushpa Angshuman Saha,
Sachin Makkar and Dr Arvind
Kumar Anand.

the RG Kar rape-and-murder
victim triggered a huge protest
at Barrackpore court and
Kharda police station.
Hundreds gathered at
Barrackpore court and Kharda
police station, slapping and
kicking him. They also threw
eggs at him.

As news of Ghosh’s arrest
spread, crowds started gathering
outside Khardah police station
since morning. Some were
seen dancing to DJ musicand
celebrating the development.
Anticipating trouble, police
made elaborate security
arrangements while taking
Ghosh out of the police station.
He was later produced before
Barrackpore court and sent
to eight-day police custody.

Earlier, Ghosh allegedly
made several requests for food
whilein the lock-up. According
to police sources, after spotting
acanteen employee, he asked

for ginger milk tea, which was
provided. On Friday morning,
his daughter-in-law Dipanwita
Ghosh visited him at the
station. As she was leaving
after speaking to him, Ghosh
reportedly asked for food and
was served egg toast, butter
toast and ‘ghugni’ before being
taken to court.

The fresh investigation was
ordered by Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on 9 August,
the second death anniversary
of the RG Kar victim. At a
programme in Panihati, Adhikari
directed the Barrackpore Police
Commissioner to investigate
what had happened at the
crematorium on the night of
the victim’s cremation.

Following a complaint by
the victim’s father, police
registered an FIR against
Ghosh, former Panihati civic
chairman Somnath Dey and

Speaking in Bhowanipore ~However, he is an elderly “Lawwill takeitsowncourse.  beendeleted andtheFacebook  age should be taken into  said.
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the occasion. with alleged irregularities to the media.

The city police have directed Senior officials conveyed The  West  Bengal surrounding the cremation of DEVELOPMENT Sources said he may give a

"confidential statement"in the
case. Police may also provide
him with separate security.

Ghosh was arrested from a
hotel in Simulia, Balasore,
Odisha, after police tracked
his mobile tower location.
Investigators alleged that he
had switched off his old mobile
number to evade detection.
With the help of Simulia police,
the state police located and
arrested him. He was produced
before an Odisha court and
brought to Khardah on transit
remand. His vehicle was also
seized.

Mukherjee, described locally
as the victim’s “Kaku” and a
former Trinamul councillor,
was arrested later on Thursday
night. Police also launched a
search for Somnath Dey, former
Panihati Municipality chairman.

Meanwhile, security around
the victim’s parents was
strengthened from Friday.
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Applications are
invited for the post of
Principal as per
NCTE norms at Mass
Education Primary
Teachers’ Training
Institute, B.Ed.
College at Dakshin
Shibgunge,
Patharpratima, S 24
Pgs., W.B.-743371.
Apply to The
President, within 7
days.

9831360324, E-mail:
meptti@gmail.com

WALK-IN
Advt. No. UBKV/DR-341,

on 31-08-2026 at 2-00 P.M.

Visit: www.ubkv.ac.in for |
i TYK1696210 & my Aadhaar

Sd/- |
Director of Research |
{ Registration Card Unique

the details.

I, SUNITA Dass Tanti,
D.O.B. 08-06-1957, W/o.
Subhas Chandra Tanti,

before marriage my title |
was Dass. Before 1st Class |

Judicial Magistrate affidavit
Diamond Harbour 16-04-

2026 I shall henceforth be !

Sunita Dass
Subhas

known as
Tanti, W/o.

Chandra Tanti in every :

places. Sunita Dass Tanti,
W/o. Subhas

Subhas Chandra Tanti is
same & identical person.

Interview - |
| Md Alauddin Molla, wrong-
Date: 13-08-2026 — Walk-in :
interview for the position of |
JRF under BRNS sponsored |
project at UBKV, Pundibari :
| Aadhaar Card No. 6892

Chandra !
Tanti & Sunita Dass, W/o. |

I, RAIHANATUN Nessa,

{ mother of Sk Rihan Affan,
{ declare that I Raihanatun
| Nessa
| Tunnessa, am the same
{ person vide affidavit dated
| 27-03-2026.

and Raihana

I, BRIHASPATI Roy,

| holder of LIC Policy No.
{ 59489424,
{ Chandra Naskar,
{ Upen
i Kolkata-700060,
{ known as Nandita Roy as
i declared before Ld. Judicial
| Magistrate
| Alipore, West Bengal, vide
i Affidavit Serial No. 23092,
| dated
| Brihaspati Roy & Nandita
{ Roy both are same and one
| identical person.

Palan
113A,
Road,
shall be

D/o.

Banerjee

(1st  Class)

30-07-2026.

I, ALISHA Farhin, D/o.

ly my father’s name has
been recorded Alauddin
Molla in place of Md
Alauddin Molla. My father’s

4629 6564 & EPIC No.

Card No. 8497 0617 3032.
My ICSE Class X, year 2023

ID 7827153 0f 2023 & my all
educational documents my

{ father name wrongly has
| been recorded Alauddin
{ Molla in place of Md
| Alauddin
i Baruipur 1st Class Judicial
| Magistrate

Molla. Vide
affidavit
25-06-2026, No. 17, my
father shall henceforth be
known as Md Alauddin
Molla in every places. Md
Alauddin Molla & Alauddin
Molla is same & one
identical person.

All Advertisements
are carried
Free of cost

on our website

https://epaper
.thestatesman.com

E
Il s falilied o .'.||| thal iha .
anginal 5 no's of Tithe Deed 1)
wide Book il Volume Mo 181
pages from 264 1o 264, Being
Mio, 1442 for the year 1883, 2)
yvide Book na., Voleme Mo 217
pagas from 11 1o 18 Being No
S0 fow thie wear 1580, 3) vice
Book o |, Valume MNa, 1848,
pagan fram 117 1o 1254, Busng
No. G846 for 1ho yanr TRE0, 4)
vida Book nal, Voluma Na
171, pagos from 135 1o 148
JBalng Mo, 4841 Tor thi yeai
1883, &) vide Book no.l,
Vialuma Na, 186, pagas from
212 10 224 Baing MNo.5311 Tor
ine year 10683 In respaal ol
privmiaaa Mo 252, Acharya
Prafutla Ohandra Road P 8
Mancklale, Halkals- 00008
i|l:|ﬂl:| with other nacessary
papans and oocumants such
a5 K.M.C. 1ax recaips, L.O,|
Bl gdo.has lost on 15,07 2006
farm my clier Sabtya Marayan
Jaiswal and in this oonbesd rmy
tlient has lodged a G.D
being Eniry Mo 758 dated
10.08 2028 wilh Manicklala
P.5..00 any body Bnds 1his said
5 nos of Deeds Pleasa
handovar the samsa 1@ tha
undensigned with m 10 days
fram the date of publication
Kabirul Islam
Apvocabe
38, Indra Biswas Foad
ok ala- TOOONT
Miob. 9B31082160

Developers

Medinipur.

Cancellation.

Medinipur.

KOLKATA
Date: 14-08-2026

Notice is hereby given that Sri Aniruddha Banerjee
and others, joint owners of the property described
below, had executed a Deed of Agreement of

dated
100108035/2022, and General Power of Attorney
dated 04-11-2022, Deed No. 1-1001-08039/2022, in
favour of M/s. Suhasini Constructions, registered
before the District Sub-Registrar-I,

Due to the developer’s continuing non-perfor-
mance, the landowners, by Advocate’s Notice dated
28-07-2026, have terminated the said Development
Agreement and revoked / cancelled the said Power
of Attorney. Necessary steps are being taken for for-
mal registration of the Deed of Revocation /

Property: 0.26 acre (11,326 sq.ft.) with double-sto-
ried building at Holding No. 928, Ward No. 07,
Subhasnagar, Mouza Cantonment Barpathar, J.L.
No. 168, R.S. & L.R. Plot No. 141/693, P.S.: Kotwali,
within Midnapore Municipality, District Paschim

All persons, banks, financial institutions and
prospective purchasers are hereby cautioned not to
transact with M/s. Suhasini Constructions or any
person claiming through it in respect of the said
property, including sale, agreement, booking, mort-
gage, charge, lien or creation of third-party rights.
Any person claiming any right, title, interest, charge,
lien, possession or encumbrance shall submit writ-
ten claim with supporting documents to the under-
signed within 15 days of publication.

6, Old Post Office Street, Law Book Stall

PUBLIC NOTICE

04-11-2022, Deed No.

Paschim

Sd/-
Soumita Ghosh, Advocate
High Court, Calcutta

Kolkata-700001
Mobile: 9836543670
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Jalpaiguri MP seeksJ P Nadda’sintervention
tostartsuper-specialityfacilitiesat NBMC&H

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Siliguri, 14 August

Jalpaiguri BJP MP Dr Jayanta
Kumar Roy has urged Union
health and family welfare
minister JP Nadda to
intervene for early
operationalisation of the
sanctioned super-speciality
facilities at North Bengal
Medical College and Hospital
(NBMC&H).

In a letter to Mr Nadda,
dated 12 August, Dr Roy said
the super-speciality facilities
established under the Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha
Yojana (PMSSY) are yet to

become fully operational,
causing hardship to patients
across North Bengal who
continue to be referred to
distant tertiary-care centres
for specialised treatment.
Dr Roy pointed out that
the Union health ministry
had earlier sought comments
from NBMC&H following
his reference dated 5 December
2024, but the facilities are
still not fully functional.
The MP urged the Union
health minister to issue
necessary directions to
address the remaining
requirements and make the
sanctioned super-speciality

services fully functional at
the earliest.

He said early
operationalisation of the
facilities would be of vital
importance to patients across
North Bengal.

Meanwhile, minister of
state for finance Anandamay
Barman, who is also the
MLA of Matigara, attended
ameeting of the Rogee Kalyan
Samiti of NBMC&H last
month.

At the meeting, the minister
directed that a nodal officer
be appointed for every major
project to ensure regular
monitoring and faster

completion.

The Cancer Care Unit,
which is yet to become
operational, has been given
a target of starting services
within eight months, or at
the most one year.

The proposed Super
Speciality Block, comprising
seven departments and a
50-bed Critical Care Unit,
is expected tobe completed
within one and a half years.
Mr Barman said the issues
discussed at the meeting
would be taken up with the
state health department to
improve healthcare facilities
for patients.

CMreplaces ‘KhelaHobeDiwas’
with ‘AyushmanDivas on16 Aug

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 14 August

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Friday announced
that 16 August would be
observed as Ayushman Divas’
inthe state, replacing the ‘Khela
Hobe Divas’ celebrated by the
erstwhile Trinamul Congress
(TMC)-led state government.

He linked the date to the
1946 Great Calcutta Killings
and said it should be remembered
for the violence of Partition
rather than marked with
sporting festivities.

The main Ayushman Divas
programme will be held at
Netaji Indoor Stadium at 3
p.m.on Sunday, Adhikari said.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Union minister of state for
Health and Family Welfare
Anupriya Patel will attend the
programme, where distribution
of Ayushman Bharat health
cards will begin.

Those not covered by
Ayushman Bharat will also
be provided similar benefits
under the Mukhyamantri
Swasthya Bima scheme, he
said. “A day on which thousands
of Hindus werekilled in Kolkata
following the call for Direct
Action cannot be a day of
celebration,” Adhikari said.
“We have cancelled Khela Hobe
Divas and will observe Ayushman
Divas on 16 August.”

Addressing a Bibhajan
Bibhisikha Smriti Diwas

programme at Moulali in
Kolkata, Adhikari said the
initiative was aimed at ensuring
healthcare for West Bengal’s
nearly 11-crore people. “We
will pray for the long life of
our people sothatnobody has
toleave this world prematurely
because of lack of money,” he
said. Adhikari also accused
successive governments of
obscuring what he called the
“true history” behind the
creation of West Bengal. Referring
to the Bengal Legislative
Assembly’s 20 June 1947 vote,
he said his government had
restored 20 June as West
Bengal Day, replacing the earlier
observance on Poila Baisakh.

He credited Dr Syama Prasad

Mookerjee and the Hindu
Mahasabha with spearheading
the demand for a separate
homeland for Bengali Hindus.

“The purpose of Bibhajan
Bibhisikha Smriti Diwas is not
celebration. It is to reiterate
the true history, remember
the pastand commit ourselves
to remaining vigilant in the
future,” Adhikari said.

He said the Great Calcutta
Killings and the violence in
Noakhali should never be
forgotten. He also called for a
large government statue of
Gopal Mukherjee, whom he
credited with helping people
during the 1946 violence, saying
the younger generation needed
to know his role.

[ ]
[N



The Statesman

LOCAL

Governmentrenames
Kanyashreeas Kanyaratna

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
kolkata, 14 August

he West Bengal

government on

Friday announced

the launch of the
Centre’s ‘Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao’ scheme in the state
and renamed the existing
Kanyashree programme as
‘Kanyaratna’.

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari made the
announcements ata programme
held at the Dhan Dhanya
auditorium in Alipore on the
occasion of ‘Kanyaratna Day’.

The Chief Minister said
schoolgirls would receive a
one-time financial assistance
of Rs 1,000 this year, while
the amount would be doubled
to Rs 2,000 annually from
the 2027 academic year.

“The Kanyashree scheme
has now been renamed
Kanyaratna. Our little girls

are all gems. I want them to
study better and grow up to
become personalities like
Matangini Hazra. The
government will provide them
with all possible support,”
Adhikari said.

According tothe government,
around 20.13 lakh schoolgitls
will receive the Rs 1,000
assistance this year. The state
has earmarked Rs 400 crore
for the scheme, which, the
Chief Minister said, would
be transferred to the bank
accounts of the beneficiaries
on Friday.

A dedicated helpline, 181,
was also launched for schoolgitls
to access assistance and
information.

Adhikari said Bengal had
formally joined the Centre’s
‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’
programme from Friday,
bringing students under the
ambit of various Central
benefits.

The announcement marks
achange in the state’s approach
to financial assistance for girl
students after the change of
government. Under the previous
administration, Kanyashree
provided annual financial
assistance to schoolgirls, while
eligible students pursuing
higher education were covered
under its K2 component and
received a one-time grant of
Rs 25000 after completing
higher secondary education.

The Chief Minister also
announced that girl students
pursuing higher education
would receive the one-time
Rs 25,000 assistance under
the Swami Vivekananda
Merit-cum-Means Scholarship.

The government said the
measures were aimed at
encouraging girls to continue
their education and ensuring
greater access to financial
support from school through
higher education.

Sealdahstationtoget
muml onPartltwn

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 14 August

Sealdah station that is a
reflection of West Bengal
with all kinds of
passengers is also a
window to the history of
partition. To pay tribute to
the victims of Partition,
the ministry of culture
organised a ‘Bhumi Pujan’
at the station today.

Last week, the ministry
of culture announced
plans to set up a statue in
the memory of millions of
people who had suffered
during the partition days.
Lakhs of people were
uprooted and displaced
and lost everything as a
result of the Partition. As
Sealdah station became
the point of arrival of the
displaced refugees from
East Pakistan, it has been
selected by the ministry
for setting up a memorial
to remind people of the
horrors of Partition.

According to the state
Urban Development and
Municipal Affairs minister
Agnimitra Paul, while
moving forward in life,
citizens of the country
need to remember the
pains that the people had
to go through during
Partition. “We should not
forget the sufferings of
those people who had to
leave everything and come
here. The statue that
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Let's come together to build
a developed, prosperous, and self-reliant India.

Heartfelt wishes for
Independence Day to all fellow citizens
on the

LASTWEEK, THE MINISTRY OF
CULTUREANNOUNCED PLANS
TOSETUPASTATUEINTHE
MEMORY OF MILLIONS OF
PEOPLEWHO HAD SUFFERED
DURING THE PARTITION DAYS.
LAKHS OF PEOPLE WERE
UPROOTED AND DISPLACED
AND LOSTEVERYTHINGAS A
RESULT OF THE PARTITION.

th

would be installed here
would remind the lakhs of
people visiting the station
about the horrors of
Partition. The previous
governments had tried to
make us forget about those
horrors. The mural is to
pay tribute to those
victims of the Partition,”
said the minister.

The Bhumi Pujan was
later attended by BJP \I%U
leaders Purnima wan
Chakraborty and Tapas

Roy, General Manager of
the Eastern Railway Gitika
Pandey and the Divisional
Railway Manager of
Sealdah, Rajeev Saxena.

Meanwhile, to
commemorate the day as
Partition Horrors

{

aju Bista

Remembrance Day, the Er- |

Sealdah Division also S of Parlinment, Dajeeling _,#,..n ~
organised an exhibition to -

highlight the immense o

suffering of the displaced i www rajubistabjp com { RajuBistaBJP € RauBistaBJP &) RajuBistaBJP

families.

As learnt, the statue
would be completed in two
months.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

t-Tender Noticg
Rel - MIET Mo. 0B/e-Tender of 2026-
2027 of EE/BNHD/PWRD
1] Farch repairimg Woark in siretches of
Bamdwan Eatwa Road to Sunur from Ch
000 kimg 10 £.00 kmip and Ambren By
Sm. to Amarun Village with a link to
Arcah from 0,00 Emp o 4.00 Kmg.
Estsmated Amount Rs. $94585.00, T. Id.-
06 'WBPWD_ SDIBSS0 1. W] Patch
repasring Work in stretches of Bhatar-
Masigram Road from 100 kom to 400 om
and T.00 km to 11.30 km. Estimated
AEmount Ri. 3ESTODI 00, T. 1d.
H026 WRMWD_ SOLB5E0 2. Hl) Patch
revpasring Work in stretches af Link Road
from Shatar Samantl Aoad to willage
Chihatma from Ch, 0U0ED kg to 4.00 kemp
Bnd Lime road from B.E. road to Bhatar
Camanti Bosd from Ch, .00 Emp to
350 kmg and |ink Radhanagar Raad to
Bhatar Samanti Road Trom Ch, 0UEN kmp
1o L0000 kg a6l Repliceiment with HP
Culvert in place of axisting Damaged
frrunll Slab culvert 8t Ch, 2,150 KM af Link
road 19 Chhatni, Estemated Amount B
199 &7 69 .00, T | d
2026 WEPWD LD1BS5EB0 %, Bid
sultEminsion cioding date will be I 7-04
F26 uplo 11:30 AP (For 8, No-1 & 3}
Hed wubmission cloting date will be
03-09- 1026 vpto 11:30 AM (For 5. No
1, Corvigendum i any will be publishad
in website only, Detalled Information)
dowrilnad,) iplasd wall be avallabile froam
thie Webilte hitpsu S tendenwhgowin
Brigf WNIT will ba avallable Irom the
werbsite www pwdwhb,in Sdf- Executlve
Enginaer, Burdwan Narth Highway
Dihvislon, PW (Hosds ] Dérectorate

- TIBZT IV oo

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TENDER NOTICE
Tender Inviled by the E[neculive
Enpinesr. PWD, Barrackpur Divivios
ool of WA vade Wlel M- WEHPWDY
BLlebd o

EE/BCPDy NieT-07/2026-27 for the work
of Repair of Ghoshpara lagull Rnad
Ghoshpars Rosd & Masdbyamgram BEDE
under Barmackpur Division during the
7. Estimate Amouni: R
10,24 634,00 &
oy T D0 revpeciety. e ender
. 200G WERWD OS1E39S LA B
Lobmibishoan stadt date 1108 X006 A&
Sabenivieon dedieg date 01.09.2028
Tenderesr S reguedsd o will the
website Mg enden whpoein 54

Exzrutive Engineer, PWD Barrackpur
Dhivisicen A TSRS

B
-]
— ]

ROTICE INWTTING = TENDER
Ma: 155/ WBSLST/ASONI2; )
Dated: 12 0B M6, E-tender [FD:Q
2008 _WHLST 109708 1) ks imeited by
the Administrative Officer, West Bengal
Saate Cowncil of Scence ATechnology,
Depl. of Scerce & Technology and
Biotechnology, Gowt of 'West Bengal,
Vigyan Chetana BRpaan, J6/L D0 Biock
Sechor 1. 580 Lake. Kofkata « TDODGE fnom
eligible bBaddbery bor the work "Selectian
of Agency for Dapital and Soctal Medea
Campaegn The Lrnder i et cam e | |
lowrnkssded and wubmitied online
Tregugh  PREDe [ Pwidender Bovin, Bid
submidahon et dale & 17.08 20040 af
1d 00 Houri. Bud iubmaiudn nd dabe in
01 09 2006 m 1400 HWours Sdi-A0D
WES S E I - TUREFN e

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
KMDA TENDER SOTICE

& 5IT Na SRKMDATTVILEE
BEFD-L EE AN of T026-27

nlms cTesles = wyvied b Tha
Eusrwtive Fagiers BPPD-D  ERAN
Seriw, KMDA Smd Floor, KIT Sk
Complers, Jadavper, Kolioas- TR0 fom
relimhily.  reogmefisl.  bongfule  chiplle
Farrees T = T e B o [

e wodh, e ol
Wark, §voonated § anb, Varasss YWomay,
Thime il 0 cmupldthem, Feooy of kol
A Frisiner wrul Bl w™ e all

1 rFilusd mpwew wy B

= ni
g o Peieieslary Wall o Fadwades
T TR TR - THRL R

Fapl Somi Ll ety & 2 Weea ol
U abime Bhiad smlsimin e

Lo B

o pgune v

AT e T

A CoERTT LS e

1P ol % R DOEN wEteUlF

= s ol oy B gy i (LR TR E L
= Rl g WA Tl vy b

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BEMGAL
PAW[RID TENDER NOTICE
eMWIT Mo, 13 af 2026-27 of EE/BHD
PR Die for 2 (Two) noswark, one is
U=t resioratsin of Road surface and
main draln connection below WVIP road
station South side of KM, Avenwe and
Other work iz of Emergent patch
Regaireng 2t Bivhnupur Beliaghatd Raad
unded Baraeal Highway Dwision Nacl In
the Ddstrict af Narlh J4 Parganad,
imaling Troem bonalide bidders having
crisgential for dbmillar nature of work, Bid
wiubmission Chpting date (onling) will ba
oo NLO8 026 upto 14.00 hrs, Tender
i J0Xh WHEPWD S01860B L & 2
Oremer details may be soen lrom webaite
hitps i ftenders. wh. gov. in &
mitp /whpwd gov.n 54/ EESBHD

LW/ R Dee ICa T4 B3E() 1000

‘v | PROCUREMENT OF WET ASH

- & ..
WBPDCL
Lom Wl b

“Procuremant of 'Wai

& BOTTOM ASH SYSTEM
SPARES

Notice Inviting E-Tender

Ref No. WBPRCL/Tand-Advi26-27/BKTPP/CC-5936,
. NIT No; WBPDCLIBKTPP/NIT/OT/E4307/26-27
E-Tentars |n prescribed formal are irmiled &t hifps dwiilenders govin by e GENERAL |
MANAGER-BKTRFF, WBPDCL fom sghla Agences | Comparees in 2 Pan bd sysiem fon)

Ash & Boflom Ash sysiem spares.” Tender Document)
Download Start Dale; 17.08 35 at 14.00 Hrs. Bid Sulwnission End Date: 0508 28 af|
15:00 Hre Conised Person: Mr. Sumnit Desqupta, DEWMHOD [Puchese Depil | BaTPS
WHEPDCL & Mr. Subhro San, Sr Mgr (PS5 HPurchase, WEBPDCL Contact No.: 31268005511/
SEING34960, E-mail: = dasquptnEwbpdol. oo n /5 senll @whbpdod covn |
For chetails please vl hitpshwibtenders. gostin

Dtd: 11/08/26 |

WCE- TR IS

ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR
OPERATION OF HVAC SYSTEM AND AIR

L]
WEFDGL

i

WASHER INCLUDING SIMULATOR AND

AUDITORIUM oF BKTPP FOR TWD (02) YEARS

E-Teridars n

Hotica Inviting E-Tendar
Ref Mo, WBPDCL Tend-Advi26-2TIBKTPPICC-5855,
NIT No: WEBPDCLBKTPPINIT/EA16/26-27

Did; 11/08/26

prmsoribed formal are inviled s hbgs whlandars.goein by GENERLL
BAAMMGE H-B TPS, WERPTDCL from skgible SAgenscesGomrgmaness i 2-past bid systesm for
P ol “ANMNLUGL MANTENANOE CONTRACT FOR OPERATION OF HUVAL SYSTEM AMD
AR WAESHER MCLUDNNG SINMULATOR AMD AUDITORIUM OF BETPP FOR TWO |&32)
TEARS " Tender Document Download Start Date:
Seuibmission End Dt 73089, 2026, 1300 P, Condact Persan; M. Fnakl Mukhejes
=, Manapo [F=) & HoD, COBKTPFEWEFDIDL. Conticl Mo, ! B 305G 8336874
E-mail: oc_biipsifwhodo oo in. For details please visit hitps:fwbtenders.gov.in

1708, 2028, 0800 AM. Bid

IEA- T153I6(2Y3026 |

procUREMENT OF DIFFERENT COUPLING
SET, COUPLING BOLT & BUSH OF

WBPDCI
oy

SEVERAL EQUIPMENT OF AHP

AT BETPS

Notien Inviting E-Tendar
Ref Mo, WBPDCL Tend-Advi26-ZTIBKTPP/CC-5054,
HIT Mo: WEPDCLBEKTRPP/NIT/E4313/26-2T

Dtd: 11/08/26

e, Sumil Dasgusts. Sr. Mg

E-Tendars in prescribed formal are invites 81 hittps:iwitendens. govin by the GENERAL
BANAGER-BKTPR, WEPDCL from aligbis Agencaas [ Companias in 2 Part bid systeem far
“Procurement of different Coupling sot, Coupling Bolt & Bush of saveral
equipment of AHP ail BkTPS". Tender Documani Download Start Date: 17 082026
sl 1000 Hra, Bid Submission End Dede: 07 002026 & 15:00 Hrs. Contact Person:
HOD (Purchase Daplt), BRTPSWBPDCL. Contact No.:
BSOS, E-maidl: s dasgupinifiwbpicl.co.in ! purchasa_blipsfiwbpdel.coin

E o ety plisass il hl‘lp_l. Irwbtemnders gov ]

A THRARMS S

PROCUREMENT OF 350W

: FLOOD LED LUMINARIES FOR

WBPOCL

PLAY GROUND AT BKTPP

MNotice Inviting E-Tender
Ref No. WBPDCL/Tend-Adv/26-27/BKTPPICC-5853,

Dtd: 11/08/28

NIT No: WBPDCLBKTPP/NIT/E4308/26-27

E-Tenders in prescribad format are invited at hitps (whienders.govin by the GENERAL
MANAGER-BRTPP WEPDCL from aligble Agencsas / Companias in 2 Part bid system for
“Procurement of 150 W Flood LED Luminaries for Play Growund at BETPPY, Tender
Documant Downldosd Start Date: 10 08 3026 at 10,050 Hra. Bid Submission End Date
10,00 350 ot 1500 Hra. Contact Persan: Mr, Bumil Dasgupta. Sr. Mg’ MO0 (Purchass
Dapitt ), BLTPEWEPDCL, Contact No.: BAGEISI01 . E-mall) o.danguptadiwbpdel oo.in
purtreh bktniehpacl oo For detai inase s8R ips e itenden. pov.in

HO PR

R PROCUREMENT OF 33 KV

i [a
WHEPDLCL

LS L) = ETIRT §

E-Tenders in

THREE PHASE EARTHING
TRANSFORMER

Natice Inviting E-Tender
Ref Mo, WBPDCLMend-Advi2G-2T/BEKTPPICC-5952,
NIT No; WBPDCL/BKTPP/NIT/OT/E4318/26-2T7

prescnbed formal aré imelsd & Riips atienders govin by [he GENERAL
MANAGER-BETPP, WBPDCL from sdghle Agencies | Companias in 2 Pam bd eystam for
“Procunsment of 33 KV Throe phasa E""Tg'flf

Download Start Date: 17 0828 al 1400 Hrs. BE
15100 Hre. Contect Person: M Sumil Dasgupla, DEMHOD (Purchasa Depll. ), BETPS
WEPDCL & Mr Sublva Sen, SeMgr (P 51-Purchesa, WBPDOL Contast Mo BA369)361 1/
SEINERS0ES, E-mail: s dasguptai@zanpdol co.in/ s senb Ewbpdcl coin
Fiol chstaits phasese wisit hbtpes-Nadisnders. gos.in

Did: 11/08/26

Transformes” Tender Docurment
Submilssion End Date: 0700236 s

1C8: T18123 22006

PROCUREMENT OF PH AND DO

PROBE FOR SWAS SYSTEM OF
C&I DEPTT., KTPS

Ketica Inviting E-Tendar
Raf Mo, WBPDCL Tend-Adv/26-2T/KTPS/CC-5042,

___NIT No: WBPDCLIKTPS/NIT/EA032126-27_ =
E - Tendors m prasoribad 1orrms mre myibed ol hips Swianooer gov.in by he Ganarsl
Ranagsr K 1TFE, WHFDLL from sligibls ApancieeCompanies in £ par bid sysiam tor
“Procuremeant of PH and DD probe for SWAS syslem of C&| deptt., KTPE"
Tender documeni download stard date; 16-08-20026, 11:30 Hrs,, Bid submission
end date: 12-09-2026 af 1500 Hre. Contacl Person: Mr. ). Chakraborty, HoD
Purchase, KTPS. Contact Mo.: SE7418813%, E-mall: uchakrabomyifiwbpdcl co.in
Fordetads pleass viait: hitps:fwblenders. gov.in

Did; 11/08/26

ICA- T153323 %1026

.1 | REWINDING AND REPAIRING

WwWBPDCL

L

OF 4 MW BFP MOTOR

UNDER EMIPH DEPTT., BTPS

Notice Inviting E-Tendar
Ral No. WBPDCL Tand-Adv/26-2T/BTPSICC-5046,

Did: 11/08/26
HIT Ho: WBPDCL/BTPS/NIT/IEZ896/26-2T/E1 345282

E-Tanders o prescribed format arm inibed at hitps:i'wbbondaers. gov.in by the Ganaral
Manager, BTPS, WBPDCL from eligibée AgencieaiCompanées in 2 {two)] Parl bid
sysiem for “Rewinding and repairing of 4 MW BFP mator under EMIPH depit.,
BTPE". Tender Document Download Start Date; 13,08 2026 at 18 .00 Hrz, Bid
Submizsion End Date: 25 08 2026 af 15,00 Hrs. Contact Parson: Mr. Sujit Saha
Oy. GM, (Engp. ) Contracls, 8TPS. Conlact No.: (03-2684-231272341

E-malil:

MORE
TENDER ADS ON

PAGE 10

| Buasra hpnar Devtgann

GUVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

[& Gowermment of West Bangal
Undertaking )
w-Tamider Molice
= Taveded Mo, WTLADLRS /ND) 16=
37/007 dated 14.08. 3026
#danded i invitad Tar Supgly and
initallation of 10 GEPS 58P Transcslvira
e Pt b dawic et Nieawally amd Loan
T Diractorate of Land
Aecordi and Survayn. &-Temdar [
corrigEndurm may be downisaded From
hitps://whisnders. gav.ln &
www. wil.co.in 5df- For Webel

SEE Tl -]

Technology Limited, Manager

iCommmeercial) G- T152481 302026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MIED ST SOLTH CIRCLE TENDHR NOTICL

The Superntending [ngineer. South
Chrcle, B E Diie hay pusbdivhed & 1ender
o SurwEy, G- Terhnill ireEiligdiade
Planning. Design. Construciion and
Commassioneng of Efflusnt Treatment
Flaatl [ETF) 200 KLD capacity in
corwepciion with the work “Consiroction
of Whods sgde Fah Marest 3t Digha
Mohana within Purba Medinipur,
Destract” all oot with 5 [P} years
Dpsraticn & Maintenance afler 1
moaind Il o S peF  PsCTOR o
Lhgineer-in-charge PRAMSY
femder D SO0 RLAD SDIRIEG 1
Lait date of sebwniawon: G709 2% uplo
1 (ke InErrested Bonafide bedders arm
reguesce o I o LB
https-/tenderswh gow i) Sdf-5 E,
Southn Lecie M E Dfe. ICA- TISESOEDE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BEMNGAL
HNOTICE INVITING €-TENDER

g L-Tender Por Secursty warices for

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay

Government Medical College &

Hospital, Uluberia. Howrakh, Oetaily am

available on the websltle

Suibsi ko Start fnoenc 1708 2026 a1 10
am. Closing eand: 3108 2026 ot 11 am
Dpening onc 0209 2EXEat11 am,

ICA- TYEEN 22026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

&-TEMDER NOTHE
Tendsf Isviled by he Exsdulihvd
Engnesr, PWD. Barmacipur Deetion
Gowvl of WE wide Ni=T No - WEPWDY

EE/BPOy Nip T-08 M 2006-2T for the work
Aogitional Repair amd paint g WK
{inzide] of Administrative Building
inChecng Cheanang of Taciony oomiound
withar the premices of Worihng Houwe
Sauby Farmer Lig 7"..3:_1.1:"-'

famachpore Ontson dufing the
JOFE-J0FT. Exlimale Ampunt: By
7. 13, 77000 Tender Id
JO036 WHEPWD SO1ESEZ 1 Did
Submittion tart date 13108 M6 Bag
Sabrmiitsien cloping dadie 31 08 00
Tenderer &fe regueided |
website hilp: /lenders.wh. oA
Sd/-Enecutlive LAagineor D

T4l

Online

il tha

A TR TR
.|

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Exacutive Enghnaar-], Bardwam Division,
PW. Directorate Invibed online e
ettt fof 1 [Dné] Mo woik vide
NLLe.0 No - 0F of P026-2027. Tender ID
.-'ll."in_'NI:'-f-"q'fl: S018622 1 Bid
Submission Start Date [(Dnlinag)
IR.O8 2026 from 10:00 A M. Bid
Submeiasion Closing Date {(Onlins)
2% 08, 2016 upte 200 P M. Lo rigandnm
i gy will be publiafied o welmitd oy
Drads of ML & 0 and Tender Documeanis
may be downlogded rom;
hitps:fitemders wh goain Sd/-Executive
Engineer: |, Burdwan Divsion, P Dte
KA TR a2

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

i=-Tender i1 Inwited by the Executive
Engineer, Alipoe Qjwiskon, PHE Dte. On
behall of Governor, West Bengal vide
Ref Mo, WEPHED/EE/MIaT-25/A0/ 1i26-
1027 anmd Tender (3]

2026 PHED 1037305 1 wo 3 for the
work of Sinking of big dia replacemert
tubewell by DR H.g method at 15t
Ind& FedTubewell site of Gurudaspar
WIS Scheme, Patharpratima Bloce
under Lakdwip Sub-Dhision ol Alipare
Diwision. PHE Dte. Detalls sl ba
gvallable in the website
wotenders govin. The [ast date for
submistion of tender i 1108, 3026 upto
02:00 PM. 5dy- for Executive Engineer,

Adpors Dwsaon, PHE, Dt K- TIRNMINI0E

GOVERNMEMNT OF WEST BENGAL
WIEST RENGAL STATE WAREROUSING CORPORATION
e-Tender Molke
Rk TE2/CINNE-322/Part/SWEC/2023
Tender ID = 2026 WESWC_1036%44 1
WESWIT vaites e-Tender lor salectan of
HSERnNCy for Prowiding - manpower  as
multipurpede woarker cum Weighbridge
Operator {one operator In each
weighbridge) having requisite
qualification as mdicated n the tender
document af warehouses managad by
WESWL as and when reguired basis and
n addition to that Multinpurpase Worker
cum- Weighbridge Cperatod 1o be
piorerded @lo i othar gm'_lr_lwrl-. G i
faken over by WHESWLE ubseguenlly
Closing date of submissson of bids |s
11,08 2006 upto 1200 p.m, For dotally
wislt weabaite wawwiliienders.gowin
Sl Secretary WESWL. pa- TrmIana0 M

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

g-NI0 s Inwited by the Execulive
Englneer, PW.O. Howrah Electrical
Divesiosn, Cnkarmal Jetia Road, Howrah-
11103, NIT Mo, WBPWOD/EE/HED/MED-
24 of 2026-2027. Memo, 2483 Dt
12.08.2026, Tender 1D

2026_WAPWD_S018521_1. Name of
Work: Day To Day Freventive
Maintenance and Operaton Contract by
Proveding Manpovwer 1o all inlernal amnd
extarnal electrical Installation works
round the clock (.8 24XT hri} @t
Udaynaravanpur Stato General Moxpital
Howrah anly for 08 (G | yesr. Last Date
ol Submilssion: 3108 200G, IntEnding
Biddei may download the
Tendar fQuotation documismte Tigsn the
webiie wwR WA Whn . 1 B 320

RECONSTRUCTION OF

WBRPDCL
i M

BT S T

EARTH-PITS At pLaANT AND

TOWNSHIP AREA UNDER DEPTT. OF EM-OPH
Notice Inviting E-Tendar

Ref No, WBPDCL/ Tend-Adv/26-27/BTPS/CC-5987,

NIT No: WBPDCL/BTPS/MIT/EZ2881/26-27/E 1480018

Ditd; 1270828

E-Tenders m prascribed formal are invited al hilps.itwbtenders.gov.in by i Ganaral
Manager, BTPS, WBPFDCL from seligibde AgenciesiCompanies in & (o) Part bid
sysier lor *Reconstruction of Earth-Pits at Plant and Township area under Deptl
of EM-0PH". Tender Documant Downkoad Start Date: 20,08 2026 at 03 00 P& Bid
Submission End Date: 14.08 2026 & 03.00 P, Centact Persan: Mr. Sujt Saha
DM [(Conbtracizl, Coenlact Mo 033-2684-234272312

E-mail: conbrad bip=siE

KA TIEERGY.

RATE CONTRACT FOR EXECUTING

. EMERGENCY MAINTENANCE

w

WEBPFDCL

L JOBS UNDER CHP EM, KTPS

Motica Inviting E-Tender
NIT No: WEPDCLETPSNIT/EARSR28-271 1561 52/ GM{ K/ CLC/ICHPEMAT 22V

Dtd: 12/08/26

| E-Tendears in prescribed format are inviled at hitps:hwiienders.gov.in by tha Ganaral
| Managar, KTPS, WEPDCL from eligible Agenciea/Companias in 2 Part bid systam for
|'lhn contract for exsculing emargency Malntenance |obs under CHP EM,

KTFE" Tendar Document Download Start Date: 20 08 2020 al 14:00 Hra,, Bid
i Submission End Date: OF 09 208 at 14 00 Hra, Contact Persan: Mr. Krisanu Gupta
® TS
E_f_:.e IL*-"LI""‘E'Z'J o For dels I'_uln!hl?r r!ll Mt!l.'.‘#b'l‘.nd“ﬂﬂil ||_|

[Sr. Managed (PS) (Contract Call)

Contact No.: BXE00PDAT. E-mall

WA TIBITW AT

RENOVATION OF CONVEYOR
o STRUCTURE ar 2428 1478, 4448 5458 AND LIFE
wa F'r L T ENHANCEMENT OF VARIOUS STRUCTURE

tha Conveyor at CHP area of SgTPR™
G-08-2006 at 10.00 Hrs. Bid Submission

ALONG THE CONVEYDOR AT CHP AREA OF SGTPP

Motice Inviting E-Tender
Ref No. WBPDCL Tend-Adv/26-27/SGTPP/CC-5959,
NIT No: WRPDCLUSGTPP/NITIE4146/26-27/970540 Did: 08/07/2026

|rE Tenders in prescrbed lonmat ang imiled B Mipa)twhlanders govan by e Genaral
| anager, SGTPP WEBFDCL from ellgible Agencas'Compansss o 3 P bed sysbam o
| i ok “Renovation of conveyor struciure at 24/28,
| ehancemani of Vanous Structure alon
| Tendar Documant Download Start Daiw:
| Enad Draw: 11 -059=2006 af 15,00 Hrs, Contact Person: b Jaydeep Kundu |Dy. Genaral
| Manages [Condracts | Contact Mo, BI36500930, E-mail: undufiwbadel co.in
| Fior dedads plesse vind hittps:wbtenders gov.in

Did; 12108726

36, 4AME, SAMSE and life

IGA- T1S3a0] 32006

g OVERHAULING & SERVICING

weroc. | OF AHU SYSTEMS INSTALLED

AT CHP, SgTPP

MNatice Inviting E-Tendaer

Ref Mo, WBPDCL Tend-Advw/28-1TSGTPPICC-5360,

Citdd: 120826

|___NIT No: WBPDCL/SGTPP/NIT/E4174/26-27/1453401_Did; 25/07/2026

E- landar @ prescribad format an mabed ab Ritga: wibtanoers. gov,in by the Ganarml
Manadsr, 50 TPF WEBPDCL from abiigible Agenciss/Companies in 3 Pan bid ayabesm
o P b “Onverhauling & Servicing of AHU systems installed at CHP, SgTPP."
Tander Document Download Start Date; 14-08-3026 at 10:00 Hrs, Bid Submission

End Date: 7T-08-A06 at 10:00 Hrs
Gensral Manager |Contracts)]

[y

Contact Person: Mr
_ Contact No.:
| B Eaiodc] oo n. For detais plesss visil: hitpshwbtenders.gov.in

Jaydesp Mundu
8336803930,  E-mail:
ICA- T1E344[ 22026

PROCUREMENT OF GP SHEET

FOR CONVEYING FRESH AIR
LINE INSULATION

Notice Inviting E-Tender
Ref Mo, WBPOCL/ Tend-Advi26-2T/BKTPPICC-5961,

Dited: 12/08/26

RIT Ho: WBPDCL/BETPPINITIOT/E4312728-2T

| E-Temoars n prescribed formal are rmviled a3l Papsiwblenoars.govin Dy e GEMERSL
RAMAGER-BTPP WEBPDCL from siigibis Agences | Companies in 2 Part bid systam for

“Procurement of GP Sheet for

g Fresh Ak Ene Insulation.™ Tender Dacurment

Dewniosd Start Dade: 1408 26 s 1400 Hs Bid Submission End Dabe: 04.00.265 at
15000 Hrs Contact Person: Mr Sumd Dasgupte, DGMHOD (Purchase Dapit. ), BRTPS!
WEBIPDCL & Mr Subbro San, Sr Mgr (PS5 -Pumchass, WBPDCL. Contect Mo,; 8335603911/
NSNS E'smail:  dsguptaiwbpds onind s send 1Swbpda oo m

| Fror shdanls, et vind. Wellpe wibilenchers gev.in

1T TH R V06

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF
: BOTTOM RING RAIL AND TOP RING
werocL | RAIL WITH MOUNTING HARDWARE

FOR STAGE-| WAGON TIPPLERS

CHF, BTPS

Notice Inviting E-Tender

Ref No. WBPOCL/Tend-Adv/26-27/BTPS/CC-5965,

Ditd: 13/08/26

HIT No: WBPDCLIBTPS/NIT/EZBOS/26-2TM 415074
| E-Tamndiers. in presoribed formad ane invibed & Biips:fwblenders.govin by the Gengral
| Manacper. HTPS. WEPOCL fom sligible AgencesTompares i 02 (bao) Par bid
| syt for “Hupply. installaticn and commissioning of bottom ring rail and tep ring

rail with

ing hardware lof Siage-l Wagon Tipplers, CTHP, BTP3". Tandar

Document Download Start Date: 20 082006 ol 1500 Hrs. Bid Submisakon End

Data: 14 08 078 at 1600 M. Contaet Per

nan: Mre, Hanjens Bhedun, Add, Genaral

Riangger (ML) Contact No.: 003-2881-2011. E=mall; purchans blpaifiwbpacl.coin

| Fiowr datain plaavea voull hitpe - fvitstonde . oy, in

I THBIS 22028

conTRACT FOR SUPPLY, ERECTION,
REPLACEMENT OF STREET LIGHT JB,

L]
WHPDCL

POWER JB AND FLOOD LIGHT witH

POWER CABLE AT SGTPP, TOWNSHIP

Molice Inviting E-Tendsr
Ruf Mo, WBPDC L Tend-Adwi28-2T/SGTPPICC-596T,

Dtd; 13/08/26

| NIT No: WBPDCL/SGTPRINIT/E4180/26-27/1458570 _Did: 30/07/20286
E-Tenders n prescribed formmal arg ioviled &1 Mipatwhblanders, gov.in by tha Genaral
Manager. SIGTPP. WEPDCL from aigibls Agencae/ Comparsss o J Fen bid sysbem (or
1Fd pol “LanATRC o Ilﬂﬂ.iﬂfl’hﬂr‘l, reglacamant of strest Nght JB, power J& and

o at

flood light with power ¢

SgTPP, township" Tendar

cumant Davwn |opd

| Siary Dite: 14-08- 3026 a2 1000 Hm. Bid Submission End Date: 20-08- 2006 ol 10:00
biry. Contact Person: Mr Jaydesp Kundu [Dy. Genaral Manager (Contracta]]. Contact
Mo BX3E003550, E-mail; undusfiwbodo) co.in

Fon dedawds pilevide wind hillps-fwibbenders. gov.in

- TR T2

OFFICE OF THE SUPERENTENDSENT OF POLICE
BARUIPUR POLICE DISTRICT, Kal-144

eNIT Mo, 02/5F, BRP PD/MT 2026-27
e-Tander I et by the 5.0 Barwipur
Police Detrict, Baruigur, Kolkata- 700144
for oMIT Mo 02/5P, BRF POSMT-H026-27
fegarding ~ Hirkng al 06 [E) M 51}
wooden launches tor perlorming LED
duty and patroleng In Fvering  ares
under Baraipur Police Divtrict™ Details of
MLT and ender doCuments may be
downloaded from

5.
Baruipur Potice DiSErict. joa. T1623552026

GUVERNMENT OF WEST BENCGAL
TEMDER NOTICE

e-Tender i inted by the Commissioners
of Police, Eolkaxta for Aepairing and
Hepaerting of Broken Portable Guardrail
{Crowd Manager | with “Eolkata Police®
Lo@ga Pasting. The |ast date Tar
Tubmisiian al the teapnder 18 an
N1 00 J0TE wp to 15900 howrs, Tha NI
Maduimant and othar detadly Wil Ba
AvailaBbleg I The Waeabi|lbéa
www wbiendars, goy.in Far
Lommmessionesr of Padice, Koleata

1GA- TISTITIN0EG

Sl ) -

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

Cniine  bids are mwited for the ‘work
umndar Tender [}
06 WEBPWD SO1BEDY 1. Bid
Lubmistion end Date: 11,08 2026 {upto
1:N0 Ere. ). FOF ORI please Molow tha
website: hfips)/tenders.wb govin
Sdf- EE, WD, Malda Electricad Divishon
A THEI0M0TE

GUVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
E-TENDER MOTICE
lsipaiguri Government Engineéring
College imites &-Tenders for the Supply
of Library Books. Tender Reference No.:
JGEC/NIT/BOOES/03,/2026-2T7,. Dated :
3907 20736 Bid Period : 16 days, Date &
Timee of Tender Initiation ;: 15082026 at
1100 Hrs. Last Date & Time of Bid
Subrmission ; 3108 2076 at 1800 Hirs,
Tender dotuments are svnilable &t :
hitps//whtenders. gov.in Institute
website: hitpar//www. gee.ac.in
Carripondum (i any| © Nat Applicable
Frincipal Jlalpalgurl Government
ERgeiecring LOBERE. oA TISNEIVI0N

GOVERNMEMT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

Execulive Engingsr, PWD, Malda
Dewtsaory, Madda Notice inviting e-Tender
for the work of - Roof oeatment with
some Treparing works at Maloa
Colleciprate Boidding, Malda under
Matda Division, PW.D. Tender (D
HI2G WEFWD 5018550 1. Estimatad
Amount: Rs. 17,05, 723.00 e-NIT No. 12
of JIh6-IT7 ol tha EE, PWD, Malda
Dvemeon, Malda Bid submesion start
dste B tirme (onlene]: 180872026 fram
11060 AN Hid submission closing date &
e (anlma): 01092026 upta 11:00
AN, Corrigendum ! any will ba
putiliihad i waetmite only, Detads of a
BULT andl mEnder documents may be
[ ] w Al ogadaead I F a8 m

Mgy M ender W @0y in S -Kushan
Sekder Esscutive Dnginead, MWD Malda
ICA- T1AIRA 1 I03R

Diwipacs Malila

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
‘et Bengal State Warahousing Corporation
TENDER NOTICE
Tendar ID: 2026 WRSWC 1037829 1
WHELWL mvites e-tenders Trom
profesionally competent & financlally
sound reputed agency Tor on-Site tupply
of Digital Data Logging Moisture Meters
&t the godowns located at seweral places
af Wes Bengal onder WBSWL. For
details, please wisit the website
wrpew wbtenders.gowin, Bid Submission
Clostinig  Date: O7/09/2026 wpto 16,00

Hirs, 5a/- Managing Director YWRSYWT
Wi THRAE 2086

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
=N Mg o SR U WA

Fenabes ld 2026 .In““'l. ENIRH 1w
e KMVIDA SDIESI &
Ouling e-Tender = myvied by the
Superiniending Engineer. Circle-l1,
H& R Secior, KYIDA, Unnavas Bhavani,
Blesthi-As Teh Flimer, Salt Lahe, kol s-
T | frcym Bamnfide melialle
euperenond & reiouroefial
firmn ndie wluals  consraciorn.  [omsestinm
il SL wa MName o Wark,
YWulue of ihe Work, Earoesi Naney,
Time af ompledbn, ()0 oatrugbon sl
Rmovaiun of 50 Nukberiee Stivwn bige
lane Msarth
.5 Muikbenie sifeel jwicbon Gl wisrd |
Uinder Ronnagss Munscipaliy (5. Mo
1T We T 00 T s B 4N Fin'- &
IR TY ) daye ()0 onstmacinn af comcnia
paver fowiall W I searik langle Lane Do |
Mowsg o MNetm D'y Housa e

i 1B

fremm Fisdl willam gals 10

Cilsird'n
wiikld s 17 wnder Konaagar W il iy
Hi [ s Ea
TRIXTY ) days, (6) Comsmmacion of concreis
panver mad ot Hemn Banevee Lase from
bty Hosise 10 Bewadip's Howse @
wiinl w17 Rl Bonnagai Mene agialicy,
B 18 114 Ka | nE Tkl i)
ISETY) dave (7 Improveenen of mosds in
ward B 015 & |6 omder Konnag
Alunicpality | Palbmree Urhan Scheme
fLemi of ¥ now of mmd are afimched m
Lrnewane-ii Ra B4 &) T E3
[ e 1 & (SIXTY) e | H}y
Impronemeni of BEoads Under Woand no 13
in  Champdan Municipaliny  undes
Paibasres Lithan scheme (Lsi of 2 mos of
piad  are endiodsed m  Anoewae-ll Ra
TIe3510~ ®Me [E5ITIN- 60 (3IXTY)
vy 49 Impirovcmgid of Khurggachi Roml
mammg from H.H S R e EasnEm
Buifway lme of wad oo |3 smder
Champdami Memeapaley, Ba 2852 167

R 77040 o0 §SIXTY) days. Last
date & time of (hpline Hid swhmdssisn:
R e g 4 IHF Wra, fov détalls
commet  the offee of visin hoth

websines

[ L il

I e
e

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
{WIT) Mo 21/REVY- ARCS2026-27. The
Eoonomic Bolansst-3ll, 'W.B. |mvites a-
Tendar lor the Tollowing supplies: Neme
of 1he Supply: (01) Supply of DRY hoose
cocopeal os dust Parm lor uae IR
Agrsculiural Purposs, EMOD Ky, 2 2400/
B Aubrmizason stary date T0M0ESI026
from 1200 noon, Last Date of bid
abirssslan 27083026 up Lo 17:00 hey
The Technlcel Bid Opening Date
§1/08/ 2026 at 13 ndson, Thee bl lorms
snd other detsdlsy are avadlable st the
website  http:/fwhtenders. gov.in
W5, OAS Econormic Botanist W,
HCA- TSR IVI02E

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

MOTICE INVITING e-TENDER {3nd Call]
Forensic Audit

“Tender | hereby irvited for Faransic
Audit of IT Systemi of the Food
LSupplies Departrment, Governmant of
Wesl sengal vide no 1521 FMNS
19099/ 77/2036-IT SEC Dated 12-08
FOME . mentioned -1, Mamse ol Wark

Fosensic Auwdit of IT Systema ol the Food
& Supplies Department 2, Lodation: -
KEolkata. 3 End date & tme of Bid
Submigsion: - 19-08-2026 up to 5 FM
4, Technicad Bid Opening date :- 21-08-
T2E A TIRZZNTVIOIE

GUVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWED TENDER NOTICE
Executive Enginder, PW.0., North 24
Prge Electrical Devislan irvite anline @
Tender for the work ol "I'--|1'.|:|r_|r,1n,l
electrical installation work of approach
raads (o Baba Lokenath Mandir, Kachua
Dham, Morih 24 Parganas lor Birth
Apniversary of ‘5r Srl Lokenath
drahvmachar-2036 (02, 03 and 0 af
September, J026) at Kachua, under
Basirhai-ll Block. MIT MNo: WBPWD/EE!
MILEL e-NIG-AR/26-2T, Tender id;
J026 _WBPWD _S018490 _1. Bid
Submission start date (Online}!
13/08/ 2026, Bid Submission Closing
date (QOnline]: 27/08/7026
Corrigendurmn il any will be published
webaite onby. Details of MNIT & tender
documents mav be downloaded from
httpe/enderswh.povin 5df- Executive
Emgineer, PW.DOw., Morth 24 Parpanas
Electrical Divislon ICA- TAE266| 32026

GUVERMNMEMNT OF WEST BENGAL
WD TEMNDER NOTICE
Espduthve Englnesr, PW.O, Norh 24 Prgs
Electrical Oiasion invite online & Tendet
for the work of -"Temporary electrical
Installabon work of appromch rosts to
Babn Lokensth Mandin, Chakla Dham
Maorth 24 Farganas for §arrh Annivarsary
of %ri Sri Loknath Brahmachari
flanmastaml Celebration -2026."
MIT/HIO Mo \WAPWO/EE/NI4/EL e
NIQ-49/)26-2T7, Tender ld:
2026 _WEPWD_S5018576_1. Bid
Submission start date (Onlinel:
13/08/2026. At 15 Hrs. Bid Submidsion
Ciosing date (Oniina): . 27/08/20Z6
Carrigendurm ¥ any will be published
website only, Degalls of NIT & tender
documents may be downloaded from
hifpsis/tenders wh. Zav.in
S/ Exaculive Enginatar; PWW.E0 NOHTH

Zd PARGANAS ELECTRICAL DIVISI0M
Lo B F v =]

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
‘et Bengal State Warehousing Lorporation
TENDER NOTICE
Tender ID:; 2026 WEBSWC_1037862 1.
WESWLC invites e-tenders from
professionally competent & linancially
sgund reputed sgencyfor on-site supply
of Cuality Controd eguipment at the
podownd. located at several places of
‘Wiast Bengal under WESWC. For details,
please ¥isit the webs|te
s, wbitenderigoyin, Bid Submission
Cheaing Date: O7/092006 uvpts 16,00

. 5o+ Managing Dérscion WRSNWC,
JEA- T18322[AW2020

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAI
EMDATENDER NOTICE
e B A TSR] LR R A
IR (Pari-%1I0) ol 2025-2026 {3 el (Cally
Tenader 1TV 3036 KATTA SO LAME 1 in
02s KMDA SRERN¥0E T
Chilng @-Tomdedr m  wwiisil Ty il
Ruperinidcivling F rigimerr. Circle 10,
F&N Sevior, KMIINA, Lndaynn Blavan,
Bl kN Til Floos. 5abl Lake, Bl
TR Tt it Bl it linlsle,
e porien el L reaoucceful
P d ivalials  Conmmaior, L pmeoalius
par dlie werrk, M M., Mamie ol Wiirk
Vil @l ik Woerk. Darieal Wi,
Thme of Completion; (I Develspmem of
Bomd Do Cripses Bamd Juseiisn o €17
(LT
S e

Finesion | pleee of Ykl gnr
Imbir L.waed aif winnd #1012 010 04
virnadicr K ipiiagan L TR (LEY
BT ETR Hin ¥t T i
(P T W) dlaya, (N Dlevalkipanies) of- 18 O
e Eowwmng CSFP sgheal
Chladrn=-Yaha more (0 gileos ] el
Cammiillil Mol Shivains Baimaakai's Mlosisg 1
Imibin Phabsnmibe's Flosisa) wi wad 18 10,30
Slieniuipalay [LEY
i, 17 44,542 iin W RRE.,
(NINETY ) days, (A Uosmisdriecks il
Wemarvadins ol L& AhikRarjoe Sergei [hoen
BN R T TS TR T O TE TR AT
weied 1.8 4 0 ppslan Boain iy i iy
(LI 2 R | i (L] 5 Lk
ISINTYY  aivs. 1% Copeairwcilon
KRemovanion ol 5.0 Chavigjee Sireel from
Hiing busmam Sliirm L. e IR 15 Eali] fii
| Kol wt oward 60 undes KOsy
Meluanksghaliiy Ra .45, T, L5, R
4 BT AN LRI . ] . W e ol O L]
[T TRTTN TS asuil Fiurestiom il
5 48 hniie e Sireed  From eripar il
bt e Baschnrans Mira Lane jindieii
o ward 9 upder Konnagar Mymicipality
Rs 1,0 3G 12T, Rs 2 18,723/-, Ol
(SINTY) days (7)) Caonsbacion el
Repovation of Rosd s Hamn Banerjee
Lamg oo G.T moml jusciiom b Chaisa
Wuba Mode ar oward 13160710 undes
Eamnagar Menaipaliy, B I69 30728 -
Bs. S3Maid., &0 (SEXTY) days. [H)
Conginuction  of ooiciels  poneer o] &)
ward me 12, 14 & 13 wnder Komoagar
Mlanwgpaliy (Lt of 03 o road =
A nnesure-11 (1 7Y [l o L 8 (L1
1 A5 54l ol (2 ITV ) aliiysi. Lonsn ilade &
time af {mline Bid submssion: For 5
M0 iy €37 ORISR, Limeae! 14 A0 hus
Farr Sl M-8 VIRZEMN, Tikne: 14,000 lirs
TG dlEtield pommel thg @b GiTlos Or ¥ sk
hirih wediaries

v onsila, v gy i (ENIIRA Jul)y
W jemillers, w ||..|_|n|..||-|| (=l M| |m|:m

iialEi B, 1y i

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

The West Bengal Small industries Developmant Corporation Limited
(A Government of West Bengal Undertaking)
31, Black Bumn Lane, "Shilpa Bhavan' (Near Poddar Court], Kalkata-100012
Website: www. winidel in Email: Infodwhslidel In
Motice to procure Hospital Furniutre
BLLET. Mo, 1) TL/MIKT of 2026-27, 2) F3MET of 20d6-27, 3] 73/MKET of 2026-27,4)
T4MET of 2026-2T. 5) 75/ MKT of 2026-27, 5] T6/MKT of 2006-27, 51 77/WKT ol
2627, wre Invited for supply of Hospital furniture In West Bangal. For detalls,

L=zt diate for subméission of bid = 71 to 75/ MKT of 2026-27 i 17.08. 2026 upto 5:00
PAL = 76 to 7T7/WKT of 2026-27 is 19.08,2026 upto 5:00 PM. 5d/- Marketing

Blaryges

ICA- T1250{IH20240

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

WD TENDER NOTICE

Emecutive Engineer Asansol Highway Division, P\, { Roads) Directorate, 'Workd Bank
M_H. Carmipizs | Behing &sansold Girl's Collega), Asansal: 713304, invites Online a-MiQ

no. 07 of 26-27 for the work 1) Supplving In the particular pattern of cement
conciele Blodk with BIS cartification and spacer nilk ol size and shape with aspeact
ratio as per [5- 15658 with cement concrete grade not less than M-a0a) Type-1 {120
mm thickness) infer locking systemn supplied st Duwrgapur stackyard under
Durgapur Highweay SUD-Dvishon of Asznsgd Highwa-.- Chivision In the District of

Paschim
2005 WEPWD 5018537 1

Bardhaman during the yedr

d026-2027. Tender D

) Supplying in the particular patiern of cement

concrete block with BIS certification and spacer nib of size and shape with aspect
ratio 3% par % 15658 with cemant concrete grade not less than b-40.a] Type-1 {120
i e | ler locking Aiem wuppted ot 8] Gisiara sthchyard & D) Budbud

ilschyard under Sadarghat Mighway Sub-Diveson Na

Il Bl Asanial Highway

Dieniion i tha District of Paschim Barkhaman during the year 2036-2032 7. Tender
0 1026 WEMWD SODLESET 2, Tendar rel Noo WEPWD/Mdy/'EEAHDeNIO-07 /26
17, Bid Tulrmidsion Start dete [enlline): 1LEOE 2026 fram 12.00 PM, Bid Sulsmission
i datd [anline ) P T 26 DR D000 wpta 14:00 MM, and Onllnss-NIT ad. D5 of
I6- 27 foe tha works of Emergant rparing of Pansgarh-llambBacar ropd Troem 0,00

kim o 31 00 b By Defds Blumdndei macadam, umingd Concreld

IFama

mrtal . WY patches under Asandol Mighaay Livision, P IRoads) Directorate in
thay [Eadnct of Paschirn Bargdhaman, durlng the year MOIG-27 Fatlmaied Amouni

i, OF W S5EG. 00 Tender (D 2000
WEPW DRI EEAHDeMNIT-0%/26-27

WHFWD S0185%98 1

Bid Submission Start date (onbine)

Mo

lander ral

19,08 2026 from Ld. 00 PR Bid Subrmision closing date (ondine; LIFTD 0308 2026
up o 14:00 PR, Corrigendum if any will ke published in website cnly, Details of
MLLL angl Tender docurmants may be downloan fram hl_l:Ll::. l|'|I'|_!:II-;1-!I| :._'Hf_l_gllly 14
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

FWD TENDER NOTICE
Execulive Enginesr, PWLD, Malga
[hiweshkon, Makts MotsCe witing e- lendes
for the work of - Repair and
improvement of Malda - Mandkchak
Ratua - Samsl road - 100 Chamage
18.90 Kmto 20,10 Em, 25 .00 Emto 26. 10
Em, 3100 Em to 315 Km, 35.00 Em to
37.00 Km, 35,30 Km to 3990 Km, 41.70
Km to 4200 Em by repaining potholes,
premix surfacing and seal coat at
different stretches in the district of
Malda wnder Malda Division, WD
fendar |D: 2026 WBMWD 5018696 1
Estimated Amount: K. 18,58,931.00, &-
NIT No. 13 of 3026-27 of the EE, PWD
Malda Division, Malda. Bid submission
start date & time {onaline): 1E/08/2026
from 1100 4.8, Bid sebmission chosing
date & tirme fonling]: QLD 2036 upto
1100 A8, Corripendurm If amy will be
published in webdite only. Detalls of e-
NALY. and tender documenti may be
downloaded | © & i
httpy Menders. wh.govin 5S4/ Eugthan
Sietes, Executive Enginees, PWD, Malda
Diwikod. Malida CA- T1EIE3{35 300

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

MUNORITIES DEVELOPMENT &
FINANCE CORPORATION
NOTICE INVITING e-QUOTATION
Ml NoACMPPDS-O) of 20627
WEBRDFL bnsites  a-Guotatlons from
ponalide, reputed agencies fof
cagmprehensiye operation and
maintenance ol Nire Cighting ane
protection & oetectkon  syitlam  all
micheibse &0 Amber office bulldng of
WEBRMDFC, Last date of subrmilsiksn of
el s JTURZ0SE wp o 4000 pom
Comgandum or addentuem, 1 sy, vl
b wploaded only on the a-paslremsnt
portal B Corporation’s webile For
more detaile pis, visit @t
www whmdfc . org and
hetp fwbtenders gavin Toll Free Mo
1BD0-120-2130. 5d7-Managing Director
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GOVERMPMEMNT OF WEST BEMNGAL
PWD TENDER ROTICE
g-tender iy snvited by the Executive
Engineer, PW.D. Howrah Electrical
Divishgn, Onkarmal Jletla Aoad, Howrah-
711103, NI Na. WEPWDELS MED NED-
45 of 2026-3017. Memo, 2490 Dt
13.0R.2026 Tender 1D
L0360 _WHEFWD SD1E546_1 Name ol
Waork

Maintenance of entire L. inc

cormpound Lights, Banel Bogrds M/ Suls
Station with manpower at Howrah
Digtreck Hopspital including Docior 4
Chiarisrs B CMOH alfe. Howrah Tos
Ona Yeas NI No. WIEPWD/TESHLDY
MIG-26 of J026- 2077, Mamo, 2491 De

Annual Comprehentive

13.0R. 2036, Teander 1D
2026 WHEMYD SDIRSES 1 Mame of
Work: Annual Comprehensive

Mairtafaancs of 1.6/, 7 TH capacty dabi
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Divegian, FWED far OYCine) Yeaar WO No
MWIRFWD AL HED NICE-2 7 of 0262007
Mo, 2407 . 15,08 2026, Tender D
J0X6 WRFWD S0DIBEZ1 1. Name of
Work: Day 10 day Operabon of L &
Mahesh BRattacharyyl Homeopatni
Medicel College and Howpital, Howrah
for the pediod of 12(Twelve) rmonths
Intending dder may downiosd the
Terdber M aptatlemn o uments Iroam thie
welnlo | www WG I ICA- TYRDORAI006
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDLR WOTICL
Rl - NIET Mo, 09/ e-Tendes ol BO2E-
2027 of EE/BNHD/MWRD
[} Earpana Muratipur Natunhat Rosd
from ch 2.00kmp to 4.00bmp and
0. D0Emp 1o 2D DDEmp Repsiring By
Bitumindws. Pot-holss and Sophing wilh

Seal Coat, Estimated Ampuni &%
3717907 00 1 1 d
2026 _WHEPWD_SO01B&EO_1

i} Kashemnagor Natunhat Shivebhanda
Road from 5.00 kg to 800 kmp &hd
1700 km 1o fB.50 km, Repairmg by
Bitumninges Pot-hoses and toppsng with
Seal Coal, Extimated Amount 8
1509 X4 % .00 1 | d

JOP6_WWEPWD SOEGED F. ) uskara
Kaahemaagar Rosd Trom 1000 kg Lo
Q00 krmp, Regairiisg iy B ominogs Pl
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COVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PFWD [RORDS) TENDER NOTICK

The Capcutive [ngineer, balda Highraay
Ditwriicen_ M | Aosds ) Debed1ir a0e imvites
giling & iender o sis
1. ARlernatred route 10 Balurghst from
Malda fram 000 bma (o 200 kmg (in
FUrEtched ], Pothoses reparing work [wy
MC-B00 Cut Back Byumen under Ialds
Highway Bivisemn 15 the Deatvict of
Malda Tendai ]
d026 WHEPWD S018540
<. DBamongoln Habibpasr Road Proery
V8650 Wm o B«DD km (Wigh Sde)
Comstrucissn of HLO L Surfes drain &
Frovn 3450 bem b 3= 065%0 o {Both side)
Comgtructsn of onlined sorfacs drein
under MElds Highhwey Dewision
Digtedey af Malds. Tender 1D
JOEe Wihimwi SOTESA0 2 3 MIrTspsar
Bamidhari Road Trom 3100 wmpg 1o 7.00
wmp (in stretches), POthoses repdinng
work ynder Masga Highway Ctgrionsars iy
the District of Malds. Tender 1D
026 _WEPWD_SOLEMHD_ 3. 4. Estimate
for Repairing of Garole Beldsng Rosd
from ch. DD om o 5600 wm in
stretches (escept 000 to 0250 Km &
4.200 Em o 4.2D0 Em) of Gamle
Highway Sub-Division under Malds
Highwiay Devision in the Dectrct of WMalda
during the year 3i26-H1IT. Tender ID
Tencker 100 2026 WBFWD 50185480 4
5. Estimate for repairing of Agampr
Ranigunj Aoad [From ch. 3.00 bm 1o
E. 200 km in stretches) of Garole
Highway  Sub-Division under Malda
Highway Drvision in the Distnct of ldalda
Auring the year 2026-M027. Tender ID
Tender 10 2026 WBPWD SOIESS0 5
6, Estimaie for repeiing of Ekisihi
Rachilpur Soad (From ch 000 km to
E.540 km in stretches) of Garole
Highraay Sub-Division under halda
Highway Dowision in the District of halda
during the year 2026-M27. Tender D
Teney 10 20526 WBFWD _SD1ES580_6
e=NIT No, 0d of 2086-27 of EE, MHD Bid
fubimitsion slart dste (oaline)
13 8. 2086 Trom B.55 FM,. Big
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Maha: Raj
Thackeray urges
MNS leaders to
focus on Gen-Z
in Pune

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Pune, 14 August

MaharashtraNavnirmanSena
(MNS) chief Raj Thackeray
today asked party functionaries
in Punetofocus ontheyounger
generationand maintainregular
contact with Gen-Z, signalling
agreateremphasisonyouthin
thepartysfuture political strategy.

Inameeting held with senior
partyleaders and office-bearers
at the MNS office in Pune, he
reportedly instructed
assembly-level department
heads to engage more closely
withyoungpeopleandunderstand
their views, aspirations and
concerns.

“Focus on Gen-Z and stay
connected with Gen-Z,” Thackeray
told the party functionaries,
according to sources familiar
withthemeeting. Healsourged
them to become more closely
aligned with the younger
generation and understand
their thinking.

BJPleaders slam Rahul, Sandeep
Dikshit over remarks on PM Modi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

JP leaders on Friday

launched an all-out

attack on Leader of

Oppositioninthe Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi and
Congressleader Sandeep Dikshit
overtheirremarks ata Congress
eventon Thursday, describing
them as “crude, vulgar and
uncultured”.

Union Minister J P Nadda
described Gandhi’s position as
Leader of the Opposition as “a
misfortune” for the country.
“To have such a Leader of the
Opposition is the misfortune
of the country’s democracy.
What couldbemoreunfortunate
for the Congress as well than
havingtoaccept Rahul Gandhi
asits leader?” Mr Nadda said.

Reacting to Mr Gandhi’s
remarks at the Rachnatmak
Congress National Convention,
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey shared
photographs of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi with
Fidel Castroand Yasser Arafat,

along with a photograph of
Rahul Gandhi hugging PM
Modiin Parliament. Mr Dubey
accompanied theimages with
aprovocative caption mocking
Gandhi. “Rahul Gandhiji calls
this choking sensation gastric
fire, or is it the fire of lust?” he
wrote. Education Minister
Pralhad Joshi said: “Rahul
Gandhi, when will you grow
up? Running India requires
matureleadership, notamateur
dramatics. Callingademocratically
elected government jokersand
clowns’ proves you are out of
your depth.”

Speaking at the convention,

Mr Gandhi said, “Tdon’t know
where he (PM Modi) got this
idea from. Strange ideas get
into people’s heads. He thinks
this is foreign policy,” before
giving Dikshit a hug.

Mr Dikshit then quipped,
“Meloni samajh ke toh nahi
pakdatha? (Youdidn'thugme
thinking I was Meloni?)”, referring
toItalian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni. Mr Gandhi replied: “I
haventreached that stage yet,”
drawing laughter from the
gathering,

Reacting to the exchange,
BJPIT Cell chief Amit Malviya
said theremarks by Mr Gandhi

and Mr Dikshit “reveal something
farmoredisturbingthanamere
‘locker-room conversation™.

MrMalviyasaid Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had, in 2024,
expressed painover the alleged
“insult” to former Delhi Chief
Minister Sheila Dikshit through
what he described as baseless
corruption allegations.

“Today, her son
@_SandeepDikshit shares the
stage with@RahulGandhiand
stoops to mocking the same
Prime Minister,” he said.

Healsocriticised the reference
to a foreign leader, saying:
“Turning a diplomatic gesture
into a cheap punchline by
draggingaforeign premierinto
domestic political mudslinging
isbeneath any serious political
discourse.”

BJP MP and spokesperson
Sambit Patra said Gandhi’s
language and political conduct
were “deterioratingdaybyday”,
describingthe remarks against
the Prime Minister and the
Italian Prime Minister as
“shameful”.

SCquashes summons,criminal complaint
against Rahul Gandhiover Savarkar remarks

PARMOD KUMAR
New Delhi, 14 August

The Supreme Court on Friday
quashed the criminal complaint
and the summons issued on
12 December 2024, by a
Lucknow Magistrate Court
against Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi over
his remarks against Hindutva
ideologue Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar during the Bharat
Jodo Yatra on 17 November
2022.

The Court noted that the
Uttar Pradesh government
had not disclosed whether
prior sanction had been granted
for Mr Gandhi’s prosecution
as an elected Member of
Parliament.

Quashing the summons as
well as the criminal complaint,
a bench comprising Justice
Dipankar Datta and Justice
Sheel Nagu said: “We have
heard learned counsel for the
parties. In the affidavit filed
by the respondent State of
UP, there is no disclosure of
sanction having been granted.
In such view of the matter,

the orders passed by the
Magistrate shall be quashed.”

The criminal complaint had
been filed before a Lucknow
Magistrate Court over Mr
Gandhi’s remarks describing
Savarkar as a British collaborator
who received a pension from
the colonial rulers.

Mr Gandhi had approached
the Supreme Court against
an Allahabad High Court order
refusing to quash the summons
issued by the Magistrate Court.

The High Court had declined
toentertain Mr Gandhi’s plea,
observing that he had the
remedy of approaching the
Sessions Judge under Section
397 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure instead of directly

invoking the High Court’s
jurisdiction.

On 25 April 2025, the Supreme
Court had stayed the summons
issued to Gandhi. While granting
him relief, the Court had also
admonished him over his
remarks against Savarkar and
cautioned him against making
similar statements about
freedom fighters.

Abench comprising Justice
Dipankar Datta and Justice
Manmohan had said: “You
have a good point on law and
you will get a stay. But any
further statement by him will
be taken up suo motu. No
words on our freedom fighters.
They gave us freedom and
we treat them like this?”

JPSC-JSSCprotest:
StudentsplanTiranga
Yatra,rejectpoliticaltag

SHASHISINGH
Ranchi, 14 August

The JPSC-JSSC Reform Forum
announced a Tiranga Yatra
in Ranchi on Independence
Day as itsindefinite agitation
over alleged irregularities in
recruitment examinations
continues, while rejecting
allegations that the movement
has become a platform for
any political party.

The forum appealed to
students and the public to
join the 15 August march,
describing it asademonstration
of student unity and ademocratic
expression of their demands.

The students said their
principal demands remained
unresolved despite several
rounds of talks with the state
government. They reiterated
their demand for a CBI
investigation into alleged
irregularities in JPSC and
JSSCexaminations and sought
action wherever wrongdoing
was established.

The forum alsorejected the
claim that 98 per cent of the
students’demands had been
accepted by the government.
Representative Piyush Kumar
said the major demands,

including cancellation of
examinations and action over
alleged irregularities, remained
unresolved.

The students have particularty
demanded cancellation of
examinations conducted by
TDPL, where they allege
irregularities. These allegations
have notbeenindependently
established.

The forum rejected the
suggestion that the agitation
had been taken over by the
BJP.Representative Ravindra
Paswan said the movement
was not affiliated with any
political party and alleged
that both the ruling and
opposition sides were attempting
togive the agitation a political
colour.

The students now want
direct dialogue with Chief
Minister Hemant Soren, arguing
that he should personally hear
their concerns and help find
a solution.

The forum also raised the
issue of police action during
the 10 August march towards
the Assembly and sought
clarity from the government
and police administration
regarding the action and cases
arising from the incident.

Tejashwiquestions Bihargovt’s
322,500 croreinvestmentclaim,
flags company’s<11lakh capital

IMRAN MOJIB
Patna, 14 August

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
on Friday questioned the
Bihar government’s claim
that a company plans to
invest Rs22,500 crore in the
nuclear sector in the state,
alleging that the company
is barely five months old and
has total capital of only Rs11
lakh.

The Leader of the Opposition
said: “You will be surprised
and saddened to know that
the company which the Bihar
government claims is going
tomake the largest investment,
Rs22,500 crore, in the nuclear
sector was established only
five months ago, in February
2026, and has total capital
of just Rs11 lakh.”

He further said: “The Bihar
government should explain
what kind of treasure this
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Rs11 lakh company has
suddenly found that it will
now be able to invest thousands
of crores of rupees in Bihar.”

Accusing the government
of misleading the people of
Bihar, he questioned how a
company could make such
amassive investment claim
in the presence of government
officials and ministers without
anyone questioning it.

Tejashwi also asked: “What
if the company runs away?”

He said that if big companies
come to Bihar, set up industries
and businesses, and invest
their own capital in the state,
he would not only welcome
them but also provide all
possible assistance.

“Butif shell companies are
created, land is obtained
from the government for Rsl1,
assets are created, and then
the companies take subsidies
from here and disappear, the
people of Bihar will not
tolerate it,” he added.

Tejashwi asked, “The NDA
government has been in
power in Bihar for more than
two decades. Despite this,
why have you failed to create
asituation in the state where
investors have confidencein
the Bihar government and
itsinfrastructure? Whyis no
major company willing to
make a large investment in
Bihar?”

Government of India
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Live telecast of the Independence Day celebrations from the ramparts

Heartfelt greetings
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| extend my best wishes to all of you on this great
festival of Independence. There’s only one mantra
for 140 crore Indians - Viksit Bharat. To build a Viksit
Bharat, we will neither stop nor bow down, and we
will build a Viksit Bharat in 2047.

— Narendra Modi ”

of the Red Fort on Doordarshan Network from 6:30 AM onwards.

to all fellow citizens on the
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GS Patil unanimously elected
Karnataka Assembly Speaker:

Bengaluru: Senior Congress legislator Gurupadagouda
Sanganagouda Patil, popularly known as G S Patil, was on
Friday elected unopposed as the Speaker of the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly, after the Opposition chose not to
field a candidate. Pro-tem Speaker T B Jayachandra
declared Patil elected through a voice vote amid the
ongoing Monsoon Session, giving the ruling Congress a
clear victory in the Speaker’s election. Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar proposed Mr Patil’s name, while Deputy Chief
Minister G Parameshwara seconded the candidature. The
Opposition members stayed away from the election
process and did not nominate a candidate, paving the way
for Patil's unanimous election. The newly elected Speaker
had submitted his nomination on Thursday in the
presence of Chief Minister Shivakumar, Deputy Chief
Minister Parameshwara, KPCC president B K Hariprasad
and several ministers and legislators. Patil's election
assumes significance as it comes shortly after the recent
expansion of the Karnataka Cabinet and marks the first
major change in the leadership of the Legislative
Assembly.

Salim Ahmed elected Karnataka
Legislative Council Chairman:

Bengaluru: Congress candidate Salim Ahmed was on Friday
elected Chairman of the Karnataka Legislative Council,
securing 38 votes against 30 polled by the Opposition alliance
candidate. The election was conducted at the beginning of the
day's proceedings by interim Chairman Puttanna. After the
result was announced, members of the ruling and Opposition
parties escorted Ahmed to the Chair and congratulated him,
stressing the need for the presiding officer to function in a
non-partisan manner. Ruling party leader Yatindra
Siddaramaiah congratulated Ahmed and said he had been
associated with the Congress since his student days and had
risen through various responsibilities entrusted to him by the
party. Leader of the Opposition in the Council Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy said his personal friendship with Ahmed
dated back four decades, though they belonged to different
political ideologies.

TN Govt announces CM’s Police
medals for 15 police officers:

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu government on Friday announced
Independence Day Chief Minister's Police medals for 15
police officers, which included nine women officers. In
recognition of the excellent work performed in criminal
investigation and with a view to applaud the commitment
and dedication to work, the 10 Police Officers/Personnel
have been selected for the award of Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister’s Police Medal for Excellence in Investigation.
Similarly, in recognition of the outstanding work done and
the strong commitment to selfless Public Service, five Police
Officers/Personnel have been selected for the award of the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister’s Police Medal for Excellence in
Public Service. The recipients of the Medal will be given a
gold medal weighing eight grams and a cash reward of
Rs.25,000 each, an official release said. These Medals will
be presented by Chief Minister Vijay at a function to be held

in due course.

Madras HC Vande Mataram order
draws Madurai Bar objection

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chennai, 14 August

he Madras High
Court Registry has
instructed the High
Court, its Madurai
Bench and subordinate courts
mandating to sing or play
Vande Mataram first followed
by flag hoisting and recital of
National Anthem during
Independence Day celebra-
tions, even as the Madurai
Bench of Madras HC Bar
Association (MMBA) objected
tothe omission of Tamil Thai
Vazhthu from the celebrations.
The circular issued by the
High Court Registrar General
said the decision was taken
based on an advisory issued
by the union Government
under the Har Ghar Tiranga
Campaign 2026, which
commemorates 150 years of
Vande Mataram. The campaign
isbeing observed nationwide
from 9 to 17 August.
According to the circular,
Independence Day celebrations
at the Madras High Court’s
Principal Seatin Chennai, the
Madurai Bench, Tamil Nadu
State Judicial Academy, its
regional centres in Madurai
and Coimbatore, district

judiciary units and the union
Territory of Puducherry will
include the singing or playing
of Vande Mataram.

The circular said: “It is
hereby informed that on the
Advisory issued by the
Government of India under
Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign
2026, commemorating 150
years of the National Song
Vande Mataram, the
Independence Day Celebrations
organised by the Madras High
Court at the Principal Seat in
Chennai, Bench in Madurai,
Tamil Nadu State Judicial
Academy in Chennai, Regjonal

Centre at Madurai and
Coimbatore, District Judiciary
Units and union Territory at
Puducherry will include the
singing /playing of the National
Song Vande Mataram’.

Theinstruction comes days
after the Tamil Nadu Assembly
passed a resolution on 10
August stating that State son
Tamil Thai Vazhthu should
be sung firstat allgovernment
functions. It may be noted
thataday earlier, the swearing-in
ceremony of 15 newly appointed
judges at the Madras High
Court premises began with
Tamil Thai Vazhthu.

Meanwhile, the Madurai
Bench Bar Association President
CArul Vaidevel said: “We were
shocked tofind that the circular
had not included Tamil Thai
Vazhthu, despite the Tamil
Nadu Government recently
issuing a GO on 12 August
making it mandatory for all
educational institutions and
public sector organisations to
firstsing Thamizh Thai Vazhthu?
In its representation to the
Registrar General,the MMBA
also referred to a recent union
Home Ministry letter which,
itsaid, clearly stated that there
was no prohibition on playing
or singing Tamil Thai Vazhthu
in the High Court.

“Omission of the song in
the Independence Day celebra-
tions hurts the feelings of all
members of the Bar,” he said.

After submitting the represen-
tation, the Presidents and
Secretaries of all Bar associations
met Administrative Judge CV
Karthikeyan on Friday morning
and requested the inclusion
of Tamil Thai Vazhthuinthe
Independence Day fete. He
assured the advocates that
their sentiments would be
given due consideration and
that Tamil Thai Vazhthu
would be sung on stage.

Supreme Courtstays MadrasHigh
Courtorder scrappingjobsfor
Karur stampedevictims' families

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, 14 August

The Supreme Court on Friday
stayed the Madras High
Court’s order quashing a
Tamil Nadu government order
providing compassionate
appointments to the families
of victims of the Karur
stampede tragedy.

A bench of Justices JB
Pardiwala and K Vinod
Chandran issued notice on
the plea filed by the state
government and others
challenging the High Court
judgment and passed an
interim stay on its operation.

Senior Advocates Abhishek
Manu Singhvi and Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Tamil
Nadu, defended the State’s
decision to provide compa-
ssionate appointments to
Karur stampede victims’

families under Article 162.
Singhvi questioned the

Madras High Court’s
interference, noting that the
government’s policy had not
been challenged. Advocate
A Velan, appearing for a
political party, opposed the
policy, alleging a conflict of
interest.

Justice Pardiwala questioned
the objection, asking why
the government could not
provide employment to a
victim’s surviving family
members, particularly where
the deceased was the sole
breadwinner. Justice Chandran
cautioned against bringing
politics into the matter.

The Madras High Court
had earlier quashed the
appointments, holding that
they violated Articles 14 and
16 and could open the floodgates
for similar claims.

TVKministeraccuses DMK of surrendering to BJP, puts party ondefensive

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chennai, 14 August

Putting the principal Opposition
DMK, senior Tamil Nadu
minister and Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) leader CTR
Nirmal Kumar on Friday
charged the Dravidian major
with surrendering to the BJP
toprotectitself from corruption
cases.

“Earlier they were in a
secret pact, but now itis very
open. DMK Parliamentary
Party leader Kanimozhi taking
part in the tea party hosted
by Lok Sabha Speaker Om

NALSAR toconsult Executive Council
on BCIinquiryintoconvocationrow

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Hyderabad, 14 August

NALSAR University of Law
has said it will consult its
Executive Council on a request
from the Bar Council of India
(BCI) seeking an inquiry into
persons involved in recent
developments concerning
the university’s upcoming
convocation.

In a press release on
Thursday evening, the
Hyderabad-based university
said it received a BCI letter
directing the disallowance
of enrolment of all graduating
B.A., LL.B. (Hons.) students
of the 2026 batch and seeking
an inquiry report into those
involved in the developments
concerning the convocation.

The university subsequently
received another letter from

the BCI rescinding the direc-
tive to State Bar Councils
disallowing enrolment of the
graduating students.

However, the university
said the second letter retai-
ned the requirement that
Vice-Chancellor Professor
Srikrishna Deva Rao submit
an inquiry report on the
persons involved.

NALSAR said, given the
nature of the request, it would
have to consider whether
conducting such an inquiry
would amount to a consti-
tutional exercise of its powers.

It said the matter would
be placed before the Executive
Council, the university’s
highest decision-making
body, to assess whether such
an inquiry would be consti-
tutional and permissible
under its governance

regulations.

The outcome of the consul-
tation with the Executive
Council would be commu-
nicated to the BCI, the
University added.

It may be mentioned that
on 10 August, a group of
NALSAR Law University
students urged the university
to reconsider its decision to
invite the Chief Justice of
India (CJI) to its upcoming
convocation, taking exception
to his remarks during the
hearing on alleged police
excesses against students
who marched towards
Parliament on 20 July.

Theuniversity has not yet
finalised the date of the
convocation.

Traditionally, the CJI has
been invited as the chief
guest for the event.

Birla, which was boycotted
by the INDIA Bloc, is proof
of their coming together in
the open,” he told the media
at the secretariat.

He also cited DMK president
MK Stalin’s reasoning that
whoever the party talks to is
for the good, to drive home
the point that the party had
already made up its mind to
team up with the BJP. Further,
he pointed out that there has
been no denial from the DMK
about its senior parliamentarian
Triuchi R Siva becoming a
Union Minister.

Dismissing Kanimozhi’s

rationale that she had gone
to discuss the seating
arrangement for the DMK
after parting company with
the Congress, he said “If that
was the case there are many
avenues to do that. It is not
necessary to attend the tea
party of the Speaker. A letter
to the Speaker is enough.”
“The DMK has become a
vassal of the BJP in Delhi.
They have supported the
Assembly resolution opposing
Delimitation, but had never
made it clear as to whether
they will vote against it in
Parliament,” he said adding

Monsoon Session

Karnataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar attends the
Karnataka Legislative
Assembly during the
Monsoon Session, in
Bengaluru, Karnataka, on
Friday. acencies

“It is habitual for the DMK
to sacrifice the interests of
the state to save their skin. It
was how, Katchatheevu (the
tiny islet in the Palk Strait)
was ceded to Sri Lanka when
Karunanidhi was the Chief
Minister. Then it was the
Sarkaria Commission probing
corruption cases.”

Stung by the charge, the
DMK turned the tables on
Nirmal Kumar, with party
Organisation Secretary RS
Bharathi saying: “A person
who has been with the RSS
and BJP has nolocus to speak
about others. What he says

is an unadulterated lie. He
has been with the RSS, then
switched over to the AIADMK

and is now in the TVK.

In a statement, he said
“The party the party remained
firm in its opposition to the
BJP as ever,” he said but
justified the party’s change
in the position on delimitation.
“We have accepted the
Assembly resolution on
Delimitation. We are for ‘Fair
Delimitation’ and have sought
a Constitutional Amendment.”
“We have made it very clear.
If the suggestions put forth
by us is included in the Bill,
we will take a decision as to
whether to support it or not,”
he explained.

Siddaramaiah’sback-row appearancesets off
freshpoliticalbuzzin Karnataka Assembly

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Bengaluru, 14 August

Former Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah’s return
to the Assembly on Friday,
after staying away from the
opening day of the Monsoon
Session, triggered fresh political
speculation, with his decision
to sit in the last row of the
ruling Congress benches
becoming the talking point
of the day.

Siddaramaiah attended the
second day of the session
amid intense speculation over
his reported dissatisfaction
following the recent cabinet
expansion. His absence on
the first day had fuelled
questions in political circles
about whether he would
continue to keep away from
the proceedings.

His arrival in the House

on Friday, however, ended
the immediate uncertainty
over his participation in the
session.

What drew particular atten-
tion was his choice of seat.
Siddaramaiah, who occupied
the front benches as Chief
Minister and later as Leader
of the Opposition, was seen
sitting in the last row of the
ruling party benches.

The optics assumed signi-
ficance as the former Chief
Minister has now returned
to the back benches after
relinquishing the Chief Minister’s
post.

Several Congress ministers
and legislators approached
Siddaramaiah and exchanged
pleasantries with him. BJP
State President BY Vijayendra
also walked up to his seat
and held a brief conversation
with him, adding another

political dimension to the
scene.

Siddaramaiah’s absence
from Thursday’s proceedings
had come against the backdrop
of reports of discontent over
the cabinet expansion and
speculation about the internal
dynamics within the ruling
Congress.

His presence on Friday is
being viewed as an attempt
to put an end to speculation
about his complete withdrawal
from the Assembly, although
his seating arrangement is
likely to remain a subject of
political discussion.

Meanwhile, the Assembly
witnessed a separate poli-
tical flashpoint during the
election of Gurupadagouda
Sanganagouda Patil as Speaker.

Patil was elected unopposed
after the Opposition did not
nominate a candidate.

Telangana Governor callsonpeopletodraw
inspirationfromfreedomfighters,build Viksit Bharat

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Hyderabad, 14 August

Telangana Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla on Friday
extended Independence Day
greetings to the people of
Telangana and the nation
and called upon citizens to
draw inspiration from free-
dom fighters and contribute
to building a Viksit Bharat.

[ ]
LN

In his message on the
occasion of the 80th
Independence Day, the
Governor urged people to
remember with gratitude the
sacrifices and valour of freedom
fighters who fought for the
country’s independence.

He said the freedom enjoyed
today was the result of their
courage and sacrifice and
called upon citizens to discharge
their responsibility towards
safeguarding the country’s
independence, sovereignty
and unity.

The Governor stressed the
need for collective efforts to
build a stronger and self-reliant
Atmanirbhar Bharat, while
ensuring that the benefits of
development reach all sections
of society. He also called for
greater focus on peace, fraternity
and inclusive development.

Shukla said every citizen
should contribute to building
a prosperous and progre-
ssive India based on the
values of unity, integrity and
development.

He called upon youth,
women, farmers, workers,
students and people from all
sections of society to play
an active role in the nation’s
progress.

The Governor expressed
hope that the Tricolour would
always fly high with pride
and that its three colours
would continue to symbolise
courage, peace and faith
among the people.

He called upon citizens to
draw inspiration from the
ideals of freedom fighters
and rededicate themselves
to the task of building a Viksit
Bharat.

Messi visitrow: ED begins preliminary probeintooverseas money transfers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Thiruvananthapuram, 14
August

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) hasreportedly initiated
a preliminary inquiry into
large-scale financial transac-
tions and overseas remittances
linked to the previous LDF
government's failed plan to
bring football star Lionel
Messi and the Argentina
national football team to
Kochi.

The preliminary inquiry
is reportedly aimed at
determining whether there
were any violations of the
Foreign Exchange Management
Act (FEMA). The ED’s action
is related to allegations of
money being transferred
abroad by the sponsor in
connection with the proposed
visit. A report submitted by
the state Sports Department

Secretary has pointed to
large-scale financial irregul-
arities in connection with
the proposed visit of Lionel
Messi to Kochi.

Based on the Sports
Department Secretary’s report,

epaper.thestatesman.com

the ED has now begun a
preliminary investigation into
the financial transactions
and overseas remittances
related to the failed plan to
bring Messi to Kochi.
Earlier, reports emerged

that the Reporter Broadcasting
Corporation (RBC) had
transferred crores of rupees
abroad in connection with
efforts to bring Messi and
the Argentina national football
team to Kochi. It is learnt

BASED ONTHE SPORTS
DEPARTMENT SECRETARY'S
REPORT, THEED HAS NOW
BEGUNA PRELIMINARY
INVESTIGATION INTO THE
FINANCIALTRANSACTIONS
AND OVERSEAS REMITTANCES
RELATED TO THE FAILED PLAN
TO BRING MESSITO KOCHI.

that the ED will examine
whether there were any
violations of rules governing
the transfer of money abroad.

Based on the findings of
the preliminary inquiry, the
ED will decide whether a
case should be registered
under FEMA.

The ED may also officially
request the state government
to provide the agency with a
copy of the report prepared
by the state Sports Department
regarding the failed visit.
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Mirwaiz alleges
house arrest,
questions
‘normalcy’
narrative

UNITED ENWS OF INDIA
Srinagar, 14 August

Kashmir’s chief cleric and
Hurriyat chief, Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq, said that he was
placed under house arrest
on Friday and prevented
from proceeding to the
historic Jamia Masjid in
Srinagar to offer
congregational prayers. In
a post on X, the Mirwaiz
said the latest restrictions
had been imposed on the
eve of the holy month of
Rabi-ul-Awwal-the third
month of the Islamic calendar.

He also questioned the
authorities’ claims of normalcy
in Jammu and Kashmir,
saying that repeatedly
preventing him from offering
prayers at Srinagar’s Jama
Masjid undermined the official
narrative.

“If the authorities themselves
donot trust their own narrative
of ‘normalcy’ enough to
repeatedly prevent me from
going to Jama Masjid, what
credibility does that narrative
have?” he said.

No official reason was
immediately provided for
the restrictions imposed on
the Mirwaiz. Similar restrictions
have beenimposed on several
occasions in the past,
particularly on Fridays,
preventing him from offering

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Dehradun, 14 August

tleast seven workers
died after a section
of an wunder-
construction tunnel
of the Tehri Hydropower
Development Corporation’s
(THDC) Vishnugad-Pipalkoti
hydropower project collapsed
due to a landslide, resulting
in water flooding the tunnel,
inthe Mayapur area of Chamoli
district of Uttarakhand late

Thursday night.
Although neither the
Uttarakhand  Disaster

Management Department or
any other other government
agency has confirmed the
death figures, a doctor at the
Chamoli District Hospital told
the media that seven persons
out of 19 brought here were
declared dead while remaining
were undergoing treatment.
One of the rescued workers
wasreferred tothe Base Hospital
Srinagar as his condition was
unstable.
According tothe State Disaster
Management department,
several workers were trapped

INDIA

Chamoli: 7 dead as hydel project
tunnelflooded after landslide

inside the tunnel as a stream
of muck gushed into the
under-construction three
kilometres TRT tunnel due to
alandslide above it.

The exact number of the
trapped workers was not
confirmed by the government
agemcies but a list shared by
the Hindustan Construction
Company (HCC) Limited, that

hired the workers, showed 28
names. A majority of the
victims were from Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand.
Uttarakhand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami who
had been monitoring the rescue
and search operation said that
18 workers were taken out
from the tunnel till late night
while efforts were being made

torescue the remaining workers
who are still trapped.

He said that no effort was
being spared in providing
medical care to the rescued
workers. They have been
provided immediate medical
facilities, and specialised
treatment, medicines,
accommodation and food.

The Uttarakhand Chief
Minister also spoke to the
Chief Ministers of Jharkhand
and Chhattisgarh over phone
and assured them all help to
the workers affected in the
disaster.

Mr Dhami informed the
chief ministers of the two
states of how the debris and
water muck rushed inside the
under-construction THDC
tunnel resulting into the tragedy.

“Rescue and relief operation
was started swiftly by NDRF
and SDRF, State Disaster
Management, state policeand
district administration on a
war footing. As a result, 16
workers were safely rescued,
and all necessary efforts were
underway for rescue the
remaining affected workers,"
said the Chief Minister.

Saturday, 15 August 2026

07

Siliguri

UNITED NEWS OFINDIA
Srinagar, 14 August

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
on Friday said that Jammu
and Kashmir had been
deprived of its rightful share
of water under the Indus
Water Treaty, asserting that
the region’s ‘blood has been
sucked’ because it was not
allowed to fully utilise its
own rivers.

Responding to remarks
by Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif describing
every single drop of water
as Pakistan’s red line’, Omar
said that the people of Jammu
and Kashmir had repeatedly
raised concerns over the
issue and had been deprived
of the benefits of their own
water resources.

“Yes, our blood. This is
what we have been saying ~
that our blood has been
sucked. Thank God Sharif
sahib has finally come to his
senses. Our blood has been
sucked. These are our rivers.
We have firstright on them,”
hetold reporters in Srinagar.

India had placed the water

sharing pact with Pakistan,

signed in 1960, in abeyance
after the Pahalgam terror attack
last year.

Chief Minister questioned
Pakistan’s claims of standing
with the people of Kashmir,
saying the country’s position
on the water issue contradicted
its repeated expressions of
solidarity with Kashmiris.

“Pakistanis say that they
are very sympathetic to the
Kashmiris. But when it comes
to water, where was their
sympathy when we were not
allowed to use our rivers?” he

Ourblood hasbeen sucked, says Omar
Abdullah onIndus Water Treaty

asked.

Omar said Jammu and
Kashmir had borne the
consequences of the treaty for
decades, claiming that the
region had been unable to
fully utilise its water resources
for development, drinking
water projects and navigation.

“Punjab’s three rivers were
kept by India, and our three
rivers were handed over to
Pakistan. Since then, we have
been suffering because of the
Indus Water Treaty. We could
not get drinking water from
the Chenab. We could not build
adam on Tulbul and use it for
navigation. We could not
constructamajor damonany
of ourrivers and stop the water,”
Omar said.

Welcoming what he described
asashiftin the debate surrounding
the treaty, Omar said the
agreement should remain
suspended sothatJammu and
Kashmir could finally benefit
from its own resources.

Sukhbir Singh Badal vows todefend Punjab’s peace,
says he willnever bow to anti-nationalforces

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Chandigarh, 14 August

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh Badal
on Friday asserted that he
would never allow anti-national
and anti-Punjab forces to take
control of the situation in the
state and disturb its peace.

In his first reaction after
sufferinganinjuryinanattack
at a gurdwara here, the SAD
president said: “My father, S.
Parkash Singh Badal, never

compromised with theseforces,
which were prevalent even
earlier. As Chief Minister, Sardar
Badal always maintained
communal harmony among
all religious communities in
Punjab. Respect forall religions
was the cornerstone of our
state policy.”

Stating that forces inimical
to this philosophy had also
targeted him one-and-a-half
years ago within the premises
ofthe Sri Darbar Sahib complex
in Amritsar, Mr Badal said,

“Now, once again, I have been
attacked at one of the holiest
places associated with Guru
Gobind Singh Ji”

Asserting that such acts
could never scare himand that
he would never bow before
these forces, Mr Badal said:
“We canmake any sacrifice for
the sake of religious harmony
and the progress of the country
and Punjab. This is, and will
remain, our topmost priority.”

"Thanking Guru Gobind Singh
Maharaj for safeguarding him

onHisland, the SAD president
said: “Even though the enemies
of peace tried their best to
eliminate me, GuruSahibcame
tomyrescue.Ithank Him with
allmy heart,asIstrongly believe
in the adage that no harm can
bedonetothosewhoareblessed
by the Guru, try as one might.”

Meanwhile, Bathinda MP
Harsimrat Kaur Badal expressed
her gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for making a
personal call to inquire about
thehealth ofthe SAD president.

AFFIDAVIT

I, Shyamala Barman, wife of
Pradip Bamman, RO Vill
Kukfikata, PO. Kanfata, PS.

, Dist- Coochbehar.
| hereby inform the Affidavit of
EM. Court. Mathabhanga, dtd, -
12108720286, for the purpose of
obtain my daughter ‘s ( Susmila
Barman, D/O Pradip Barman)
Birth Cedificate, that she was
bom on 300972008 at my own
House.

prayers and addressing the
congregation at the historic
Jamia Masjid in Srinagar.
Meanwhile, Mirwaiz in a
statement greeted Muslims
across Jammu and Kashmir
and the world on the arrival
of the blessed month of
Rabi-ul-Awwal.

Anjuman Auqaf Jama
Masjid- the managing body
of the grand Jamia Masjid
in Nowhatta, Srinagar ~ has
also announced that, as per
the centuries-old tradition,
Mirwaiz will deliver a
special sermon at the historic
Khangah-e-Nagshband Sahib,
Khwaja Bazar, Srinagar on
Monday.
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This s the photograph of Barsha
Sardar, Father's Name - Hapi Sandar,
of Wil - Raadomp Adktvopur, PS - Mandy
Faumr, Dnst < South 24 Pgs, Who has
b st snce 1207 2026, af ahoug
L5060 Jus, Fesadatal o undes Mmudy
Bamar PS, Description of thas Missag
person i Age - 17 Yeamn (Approx),
Complexion- Far, Helght - 5 Fect
{App), Wenng - White check finck
& Hlack Ponl, Language - Bengal,
Plenrse: Clomact COnsoer m Chargee, Massing
Persors Burea, (C1ID, West Bengal
Bhabam Bhahon, Kollots-A0027, Ph
N -3 3-24 5061210
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8ALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Motice far Sale of Immovable Assels under the Securfiaaton and Reconstraction of Financal Assets and Enforcerment of Secucity Interest fcl, 2002 read with provaion 1o
Al 8. [8) of 1his Sacurty nlereat (Entorcsmenl) Aues 2002, Malics s horaby goven 1o he putiie in genenal and in pamcular 16 Me Borower (8) and Guarasior {8) sl T balow descnbed
immosable properly morgagad'charged 0 s Sesuned Cradhorn, We consruclivaipiysaal’ symboid posssssion of wrech hik Desn taken By Ihe Auihoneed Cilicsr of (e Dank’ Satuied
Craditor, wik be sold on “As (s whene is®, "As 8 whal &%, and *Whaleysr there i&£7 an tha dale as maenlicred n e labe henen below for recovary of lis dues s & e Bank' Sacuned
Craditor o e respectye Borowee (8) and guananion (8) Tha resarss prica ard [P samasl money deposf will De as manlioned in the lakie Dalow againel hi reapectye propaerties

BCHEDLULE OF THE BECURED ASSETH

Assat F-trmvm‘y Manitoring Branch, M.JP {Siligurf)
i |

[ E mail: ¢s8280@ pnk.co.in. PHONE MO, #353-2432664]
[APPENDIX- IV- A [SEE PROVISO TO RULE 8(6]]

L [ Maime of #ie Branch DIDescriphion of he Immivabie Propertes Margaged | E) OF OF Cemand Motoe U A Bpsarea Price DiDabe | E) Dalais af
i O B NA (MENoapErs of propeetyyies| 13(2) of SARFES!I 40T 2003 | Tima s B -
M B) Nama af e Account F) [UEEIHMB-"I'.-'-"IH Arneaird B EMO (last datn al | of E. Brarcas™
o |CiMame & Addreds of the 0] Possesson Dals s 13(4) | deposi of EMO) A~ knEaTi
Borroveni | Guanamiom Accoun of SARFEGI ACT 2003 flan i the &n
M) Malune ol Fossmrssan C) Bid norease cuped crad-
- Amount ek
1| A Suibhashpalty (297420) ) G Iljin'l:ldnmtul JI-'I.'II l|'-n:ll;-.||4l';u 1160 Ilr fLilnclsding | E) 1i0nR0s A) R, 3540 Lac B E) Nat
s byl up mms) covarnd by Rogmiemad Corvayencs | FhRe 34 058 S0 - aa69 |k = e
8] Mithu Kar Do no. |-DA0I0ROIS 02T daled 21082023, rag [iAmGuUnE as menkicned in :':jlrltﬂ![l;‘l;grﬁ:,.ﬂm E;Q',:l - E'::l:. e
Gl Akimas Mahu e Wia Winrmd i Book ne. 1, Volime no, 0403-2023, poges 1302} natlca] 400 P Erom
Carsiah e, Palsih from SRR (o GROEA T @ il second Noor (back akde). | w8 daribar inbaiaal C.Rs 3R W 1300
Harani, Samar Msgar, Baing Nl no. 38 of e J(ed) sloned Building namad | 05 080 2/2020 ~Hs. 28,00 Moan
PG Crampasar), P 8- A Henuka Apanmant iogether wilh undiided propor M} Symiboiic i
Prathan Magar, Disl Lmals fhare ol land measunag 3 Kelha oF B dedmal 400
Clanosaling, M TA4003 bidrg M8 plal no. 36 & 37, recorded in B8 kKhallan mo B
W) mnd Cimnesh Kar 2, oormespanding o LA plod o, J6RS81, LR khasan
fn  Gopal Chandia K o 1707 JL, ne, B (108, situstai wilhin Mouza- D
Falaan Sarani, Bamai hriknin. Pargang- Petharghatae, PS5 Pradhan Magar,
Neger, PO Chargsiar A L5 H olica- Biligin-1l, Sub-Oivision: Sikgur st Bag-
P 5 Pradhan Mg, dogra, aifimied ot Utpal Mogar, Rood oo, 3, Wand na, 48,
Dint Dargpsdirg, Diul Darjesling under Siligud Marcipal Garpanalicn in
Fin TR4003 (Wl I #ala ol Wanl Benpsl
Boundary
M- Land and Housa of Alhijged San
B= 132 0. wicd SMC Road,
E- Lord af Amubya Roy,
W= Land mnd Mouas of Rs) Kumar Yatey
A CEn roewd (044400, 11 All that peece and parcel of land & buslding Bl 18,12 2025 M) Rs, 20, 44,000, 0 | O) E) Wal
2. | B) 1. Mis Gen Ol Indusirbes I tha nams al Smi. Sobha Gupta, maasuning 2 Keha | Fy Ra 48 40,258 « furlhar in BY Rz 204 4000 0200832 | knewn o
[{Prop. Sabihs Guptal) B chalmks ar 4120 deamals vida regisberas sal deed | jsesi and chages {ami as (01.08.2026) a2 Hark
= no, DOMHEIAL fof (e year 2023, regislersd in Bock-l, | mantioned m demand notcos C) Rs. 25,000 From
1. Prop. & Morigagor: Smb. | . ime no, 0403-2023, pap fom 118846 o 118887, | 132 * 12:00
Sobha Gupts Wia 8h. AR | onnmad in RS Khatan no. 31 comesponding fo L R G- 08.00.2028 MEan
Kumar Gupta Khatian rio 4035, 4638, 4837 & 4638, LR khatian no. | H.Symbalic b 40l
At ABad (new) In RS plal ng. 106, 110 & 351 codrraapored- (=T}
Patiram Jota, Matigars, Sl | na io L R Piol na, 580, situated &t Mouza- Paliram, Par-
uri, Disi- Darjealing (W8}, gana Patharghata, JL no 77, Touz no, 81, P&
Fin-T34010 Mafigara, AD.5.R Bagdogra, Under MABgars-1i, Gram
Panchayat area, Disl Darjesling, Pin- 734090 e
siate af ¥West Bengal
Bulled and Bournded as.
N- 12-07 wide non matal read, S5- Land of Jﬂ:.' Gopal
Rarai & Cahers, E- Land of Cenprakash Gupea, W- Land
ol Vandors.

Date: 10,08 2028

ICA-D 1250(3)0 20 26

Place: Siliguri

TERMES AND CONDITIONE: The sale shak be subiecl to iha Terms & Condiions prescribed inihe Sacenty Ineres| (Enforcemant Ruies 2002 and 1o the iolicwing furher condilions
1.The properties are beng sald on ‘45 15 WHERE |5 BASIS and “AS5 15 WHAT 5 BASE" and “WHATEVER THERE 15 BASIS".
2. The pariculars of Sacired Adsals spetfiad in the Seheduls hersnaboye Tave bean glated 1o s beal of ha infarmalion of e Authansed OMsar bl

the Aulharisad Ofcer shail not e anewerabila for any emor, missiatement or omisskon in this proclamaton
I, The Sale will be-done by {he undérsigned through e-asction platiorm provided a e Website htipsctbaanknat in on 02 082028 & 12:00 Noon o 4:00 PR
4. For detailed fermr and condilions of e zale, please rafer hitpa Vbaankralin, & v pnbmnidia.in

STATUTORY BALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 2(6)9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2003
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Punjab Mational Bank

INFOREMATION WANTELD

Cn 2707 20298 al about 1100 hm &
farmale namoad Papiys Das Panda,
Wiile of Rajkumar Panda, of 1085E
Ligmsay [ s e Rl Ps
Pamashies, Holkats — TOODGD wesl
mas s froim her residenos. Howeeees §
has been reporied (hat, she has been
LS L T eTe e Descriptian of his
missing person is: Age — 30 Yoars
Appros., Sex - Femalke, Height - 557
Complexion - Shyamis Face —
Houred, Bulit — Haalfy, Religion =
Hendu, Wearing = Hurti, COwma  and
Lagging, Mother Languags — Bangsh
plsper mform  whereaboois of e
mmaie) panrson, oontesot o thae OO
Mizping Peorsons Bgosd, Deiscisee
Cragrarirmvmnt, HoSats Foflos, L il
Holkswis - FLHICHIY | Telspieorss P G000
S P Ras, BEFABGI D)

ICA- DI25S(3)/ 2026 ||
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AFFIDAVIT
|, Manu Barman, wife of Jaypat
Barman, Resident of Kalagaon,

PO. Bhangamore, PS.
Mathabhanga, Dist.
Coochbehar, | hereby inform the
Afidavit of EM. Cour,

Mathabhanga, did - 14/08/2026,
for the purpose of oblain my
son's ( Pankaj Baman, Sfo

AFFIDAVIT
[, i, BISWAKARNMA DEB (O Namaj,
Wito Nilargan Deb and Dio Mano) Kumar
Bawakanma, resident of 13, Satyen Bose
Road, Netaji Pally, Ward Mo. 37, Sigun,
Dist. Jalpaiguri - T34006 do heraby deciare
that | have changed my name from DIPA
BISWAKARMA DEB (Oid Name) o DIPA
BISWAKARMA (new/Comact Name) and
henceforth | shall be known as DIFA
BISWARARMA [Mesw/Cormecl Narma) in all
purposs, vide affidavit no. 18AC 207116
sworn bafors (he Nolary Public 8 Siliguri
on 070828 DIPA BISWAKARMA
[newicomect name) and DIPA
BISWAKARMA DEB (ol name) both are
garmg and one identical person

AFFIDAVIT

|, Smt Ambalks Ganguly Bhattschanss, Wia
61 Rajib Bhetachanes. O  Law
Shyamaprass Ganguly of Shas Mg Wisd
o, 41, SHigun, Disingl Jalnsigur] PIN-T34001
deciared that, befone » my reEme s
bean recorded 25 Ambalka Gangaly in my
educational moonds and school cerfficges The
giier mamage, | am knoen & Ambaia
Ganguly Brafiachano: 2s recorted in Asdha
Lard, Pan Cand. Epec Cand & Drivng hoence
and cihe documants. That "l Gengaly”
ol “Armbalia Ganguly Bhaflachares” mler o
o e Bha marma perscn. Cineyssds this dey e
ol day of Augus 26, | will b nown b
Amrtakkn Canpuly i Dol my PR necoi
before mamage, Vide affdeal befoe e
Siial Magisirate 12 dasy Bl Jelnaoie wieo
na. 24636{8) on 3007 2015

|, Sarita Devi Bothra, D/O- Late
Sunder Lal Dakali, residing at
Rainbow Appartment, Opp.
Senco Gold Jewellery, RRE.MN
Road, P.5. Kotwali, PO. & Dist.
Cooch Behar, Pin-736101, W.B.
do heraby sclemnly affirm and
declare wvide an affidavit
befora the Court of the Exacutive
Magistrate, Sadar, Cooch Behar
on OF/08/2026 that In my
Passport vide No NO4TT7705,
wharein my name have Deeén
racordad wrongly as Sarita Davi
Bothra In place of my onginal and
correct name Sarita Devi
Bothra. That said Sarita Devi
Bothra and Sarita Davi Bothra

AFFIDAVIT

I, MOHAMMAD SALEEM,
&lo Rafik Ahmad, Resident of
Village Sunder Bahadurpur {34),
P.O. Chauli, District- Yamuna
Magar,Haryana-135102, do
hereby that my name is
MOHAMMAD SALEEM & My
Date of Birth Is 12/05/1950 as
per my Aadhar Card No is
3349 1426 BIB4 & Pan Card Mo.
HFGPS42090. | am the father of
MOH ANWAR & his Service No,
15815035F, Rank- HAY CLK (IM),
my name & Date of birth has
bean mistakenly written |/
racaorded In s80n sarvice
Documents as MOH SALEEM &
Date of Birth 11211967 on
2572026, Vide affidavit before
the LD, Notary Public at Siligur

: - pertains to one and samel linhat | want to t
J’am’a“ E‘amm Birth identical person & my original] J & m::lnr mm: '1"55?1E
. that he was born on d Sarita D
Centificate, tha and correct name is Sarita Devi] | instead of MOH SALEEM & Date
2810572015 at my own House. | |Bothra. of Birth 1/12/1967.
ﬂFFIDﬂVIT AFFIDAVIT CNFFLEE OF THIE MODiias

|, Lalit Barman, son of Naren
Barman Resident of Vil
Daibhangi, P.O. Andharan
Pakhihaga, P.5. Mathabhanga,
Dist. - Cooch Behar. | hereby
inform that Affidavit of E.M.
Court Mathabhanga , Dtd. -
1308726, For The Purpose of
obtain my  daughter's
( Shastami Barman) Birth
certificate that she was bom on

04/1072011 al my own House.

I, 137706828 Hav. Dawa Tamang son of
Passang Tamang, resideni of Upper
Kainjalal, P.B, Pulbazar and Dist
Darjealing de heraby solamnaly affiem
and declers thal Yasods Temang is my
wife and hor actual and correct date of
birth |8 12111083 which hes been
corractly writtan in her Andhar Card and
In Woler kdentity card. That the dale of
birth of my wile Yosoda Tamang has
baor mistnkonly rocorded in the ecords
ol my ssrvice book as 091119084, | am
swearing this affidavit to changs the date
af birth af my wife Yasoda Tamang in the
Records of my service Book from
9111984 = 12101892, AMidavii Mo,
ZA5/26, dt. 14.08.2026 Befora the Motary
Public at Dareeding,

COVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAI
INFORMATION WANTED

o

[tus 18 the photograph of Saheba
Khatun, Father's Nome - Mir Al
Lasdaar, of Ciotwn Stubakn Dukedunyons,
PS = Doamkuni, Dist = Chandonnagar
Commussaonerute, Hooghly Dhstnct,
Whio b heen missing simee (506006,
at ahoud 0600 s, Resadence onder
Piadarn 5, Pesompiion of tes Mesng
pemon A - 16 Yaus, Complexion-
Far, Helght - 5 Feat . Yearing -
Viokt colour bodkha, Please Contact
(Officer m Charge, Missing Persons
Purcan, CLI., Wist Bengal Bhabom
Hieshen, Konlkonm- 02T, Phe Mol
24506120

COVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAI
INFORMATION WANTED

A )
This is the photogrsph of  TasHou
Khatoon, of Dhubn Assam, Who
his been missing singe 07,05 2024,
at pbout 1000 hes, Residential ares
unier Anubbary Childd Care Instituse,
Bose Pam. Kotwah PS, Dewription
af this Missmg pemon s Age - 17
Years (Approx), Complexion-
Dark Skin, Helght - 5 Fewi
(Approx), Wearing Salwar
Kanz, Language - Bengah  Pleise
Contact Officer in Charge, Missing
Persons Barenu, C 11, West Bengal,
Bhaboani Bhaban, Kolkst-T00027,
Ph, No=033-24506120

1CA-D 1252{3)/2026

TCA-I I251(3)Y 20 16

WEST BENCAL

COVERNMENT O
INFORMATION WANTED

CUVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
INFORMATION WANTED

e

[T 16 the photogmph of  Smartilions
Mondal @ Chhuna @ Priyvaoka
Futhers Name - Late Rathindrnath
e, o Sohugexkgur, POY = Mgy,
5 = Bakuhaly, Baupur Pobce Drstne,
Who has been missang smoe | 70420026,
al about 2000 hrs, Resdence under
Fakulala P, Description of this Missing
persem is Age - 33 Years, Complexion
- Fair, Height - 5 Fort 2 Inch, VWearing
- Saree, Language - Bengall.  Please
Contact Officer in Charpe, Missing
Persoers Burea, C1I, West Bl
Hhabws Bhaban, Boolkeia-"T02T, Ph
M =03 3245061 20

This 18 the photograph of  Sunkta
Kumarl, Fathers Name - Naresh
Ray, of 22 Mo "1 Hosd, Boleacd,
S = Lihah Dhat = Howrod, Wheo has
been messne smee 1100 2022 o ahoeg
9 M. Bessadentil anz vl L shuh S,
Diesorption of this Missmg  peson &
Age = 1b  Years  (Approx),
Complexion- Sallow, Helght - 5 Feat
6 Inch (Approx), Wearng - Black
Jeans & Pmk Swesier, Language -
Bengali. Please Contact Officer m
Charpe, Mgz Persons Borem, CLI,
Wit Hongal, Bhaband Bhaban, Kollogs-
THNZT, Ph No-03 3245061 20

This & the photograph of Mamand
Paul , Hishard's Name - Prasenjit
Paul, of Vill - Laikapur, PO -
laore, IS - Jarnone, [t - Pasclem
Burdhoamn Whe has been mossmg since
29031026, Resadence under
Jamuna PS5, Description of thas
Mising person is- Age - 24 Yaurs
{Approx), Complexion - Fair,
Height - 4 Feet 8 Inch, Wearing
- Mighty, Please Contact Officer m
Charge, Missing Persons Buncai,
C.ID., Wesi Bengal, Bhabami
Bhaban, Kolkats-T0027, Ph. No.-
O3 3-24 5061 20

[his s the photograph of Najma
bhsabum, Foher's Moame - Mk Mo
Hogue, of Vill - Habaspur Mothpom,
IS - Bhagwangola, Dt - Murshucbod.
Who has: oo msssag smmee 199.03.2024,
i bt 07 00 b, Fosackertnd oren nder
Bhagwangola PS5, Descrption of thas
Missing person s Age - 22 Yoeurs
(Approx), Complexion- Far, Height
= F Feet (Approx), Wearing - Ash
wokotr Maghly & Blue Val, Langruage
- Hemgah, Plesse Contnet Oihoer m
Choree, Missang Persons Burean, CLD,
Wt Byl Pt Hhoban, Kollots-
TINE2T, Ph Mo =00 5-245061 20,

i
[his 15 the photograph of Sarina
Khatun, Father's Name
Jahirul Khatun, of Vil -
Chondmidaha, PS5 - Samsherganj,
[hst = Murshdabad, Who las been
messmg since 26,01 2026, at about
02,00 hrs, Residence under
Samshergan) PS5, Descrption of ths
Missing person s Age - 29 Years,
Complexion - Fur, Height - 5
Feet. Wearing - Black Churidar
Piease Contact Officer i Charge,
Blissme Persons Burens, C .10, Wesi
Bengal, Bhabam Bhaban, Kolkatn-
TODO2T, Ph, Mo =033-24 506120

5

(P~

[his s the photograph of Rinki
Rumard, Father's Name - Ranjeet
Paswan, of Chakparn Sitals Mondir
kharur Bar, PS5 - Liluah, Dist - Henrh,
Who has been mussing  singe
03.02.2026, at abowt 1600 hrs
Residentual ares under Lilush PS5,
Diesription of thes Missmg  person =
Age - 13 Yeam (Approx),
Complexion- Far, Height - 4 Fect
10 Inch (Approx), Language - Hinch
Please Confact Officer m Charge,
My Peasons Burens,  CLD, Wiest
Bengal, Bhabam Bhaban, Kolkata-
TOOO2T, Ph Mo=033=24506 1 20

TCA-D 125400)/ 2026

ICA-T 12473 200

ICA-I 1288(5yInla

ICA-I T24R(3 20 20

ICA- 12503 20in

TCA-I 12493/ 20 2n
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BHABUK GRAM PANCHAYAT

Ml Malda Banchayval Samin

|"q'||.-|'!:|||'F|:" e |e@thilss afe  deln
vt Eroam the eapeericncel | SMippleTs
I Lanitactors [ Agenches ry ihe unides

abpieed viche INTT Do 68 e) § RGP | g

27. Dilietr detalls & svallable 1o e

(fMer Notice Board of Bhabok Gram

Panchyat CiTkee anid wivenders gem.in
peerinl

Sl Prsdban

iitunlruk Coram Fanchayal

[Mciimad bighl, Makda

COVERSMENT OF WEST BENGAL
INFORMATION WANTED

[T s the photogmgh of  Pujs Koy
il Puja Pramundk, Fabas Nanwe -
Ramulesh Rov, of 6471, Momdangs
Faoad, Kol 36, Wh las been masog
smog 1607 2026, at abowt | 710 hes,
Reswdence under Barmnagar PS,
Phesscription of thes Missmp  person &
Apge 28  Years (Approx),
Complexhon - Sallow, Helght - 4
Feet 5 Inch {Approx), Wearlng -
Cireen Churder, Dangsugse - Benpah
Plewse Contact Officer in Charpe,
Missang Persons Buremy, C11), West
Bengal, Bhsbani Bhaban, Kolkns-
TO002T, Ph, No.-033-245061 20
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Question of Justice

he end of Gautam Adani’s criminal prosecution in the

United States is a legal victory for the Indian

billionaire, but it is not quite the exoneration that the

headlines might suggest. Nor is it merely another
episode in the long political argument over Adani. The more
consequential issue is what the dismissal says about the
exercise of prosecutorial power in a case that had acquired
unusual political and financial significance.

The charges actually brought against Adani, his nephew
Sagar Adani and former Adani Green Energy chief executive
Vneet Jaain were securities and wire-fraud offences. The
separate count alleging conspiracy to violate the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act, the US anti-bribery law, did not charge
the three men. Neither did the obstruction-of-justice count.
Those counts concern other defendants and remain to be dealt
with. That distinction matters because the case was widely
understood in India as an American bribery prosecution of
Adani himself. The underlying allegations may have centred on
an alleged bribery scheme, but the criminal counts on which
Adani actually would have stood trial - had there been a trial -
concerned alleged deception of investors and financial
institutions. The dismissal therefore should not be presented as
a court finding that the bribery allegations were disproved.

Nor was there a trial in which evidence was tested and
witnesses examined. The charges against Adani have been
dismissed with prejudice, meaning they cannot simply be
revived, but the judge has explicitly distinguished prosecutorial
discretion from a judicial determination of the merits.

More troubling is the manner in which the prosecution was
abandoned. Judge Nicholas Garaufis approved the Justice
Department's request but sharply criticised the process,
describing it as highly unusual and questioning why a senior
department official appeared to have negotiated the dismissal
with Adani's lawyers without meaningful consultation with the
prosecutors and investigators who had pursued the case.

That criticism should concern anyone who believes that the
strength of the rule of law lies not merely in the eventual verdict
but in the consistency of the process. The judge also examined
whether Adani’s pledge to invest $10 billion in the United States
had influenced the decision. He concluded that it had not, but
recognised that the circumstances could affect public
perceptions of equal justice. For India, the political
consequences are likely to be sharper than the immediate legal
ones. Adani’s critics will see the episode as evidence of the
extraordinary proximity between wealth, political power and
access to institutions. His defenders will point to a case that
ended without a trial or conviction and argue that continuing to
treat him as guilty after the dismissal itself undermines due
process. Both sides should resist that temptation. The
appropriate conclusion is narrower and more uncomfortable:
Adani has escaped criminal prosecution in the United States,
but the dismissal establishes neither his guilt nor his innocence
on the underlying allegations. What remains unresolved is not
merely a question about one businessman, but whether
powerful institutions can exercise prosecutorial discretion in a
manner that commands public confidence.

Space links

he next battle in mobile telecommunications may not
be fought over more cell towers. It may be fought
above them. That possibility has acquired new
urgency after SpaceX said at its first public earnings
call that it intends to turn Starlink Mobile into a fuller mobile
service capable of competing directly for customers of
America’s established wireless companies. The company plans
a new generation of satellites and has acquired substantial
spectrum for the purpose. What is being presented as an
American telecom battle could, however, become a much larger
contest over who controls the next layer of global connectivity.

The technology is not unique to SpaceX. AST SpaceMobile is
building satellites designed to connect ordinary smartphones
directly to space, and three more of its BlueBird satellites were
launched on August 5. It has partnerships with dozens of
mobile operators across several continents. Amazon Leo has
separately proposed a constellation of as many as 5,105
satellites for direct-to-device voice, messaging and data, with
deployment planned from 2028. Lynk Global is already testing
direct-to-device services with mobile operators in countries
including the Philippines and New Caledonia.

The significance is that satellite connectivity is moving from
being a specialist service for remote areas towards becoming an
additional layer of the ordinary mobile network. A country no
longer needs to depend entirely on terrestrial infrastructure to
connect people in mountains, deserts, oceans or disaster zones.
But it also means that communications infrastructure
increasingly lies beyond the physical territory of the countries
whose citizens use it. India shows why this matters. It is not
merely a potential market for foreign satellite operators. Indian
companies are developing competing satellite capabilities,
while Vodafone Idea has partnered with AST SpaceMobile for
direct-to-device connectivity.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India has been working
on the framework for authorising satellite communication
networks and assigning spectrum; its 2026 consultations have
involved Starlink, OneWeb, Jio, Airtel, Vodafone Idea, AST
SpaceMobile and others. Nor is this a regulatory vacuum. The
International Telecommunication Union’s Radio Regulations
provide the international framework for the use of
radio-frequency spectrum and satellite orbits. But the ITU does
not hand a company permission to provide mobile service in
India. National authorities remain crucial: in India, the
Department of Telecommunications operates under the
Telecommunications Act, 2023, while TRAI advises on
spectrum and regulatory frameworks. That distinction will
become increasingly important as satellites cross borders while
licences, spectrum rights, security requirements and national
laws do not.

The question, then, is bigger than whether Starlink can take
customers from AT&T, Verizon or T-Mobile. It is whether
nations will allow a handful of global technology companies to
become the owners of an increasingly indispensable layer of
communications infrastructure ~ or insist that space-based
connectivity remain integrated with national telecom systems
and public-interest safeguards.The terrestrial mobile revolution
gave countries control over networks built on their soil. The
satellite revolution could force them to renegotiate what that
control means when the network is in the sky.
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The soul of democracy

Philosophersfrom Aristotleto
Rousseauwarnedthat
democracyfalterswhen
procedureovershadows
principle,whenthemechanics
ofvotingarepreservedbutthe
spiritoffairnessislost. The
Weimar Republiccollapsednot
becauseits constitutionwas
Sflawed but becauseitsspiritwas
abandoned. Conversely, post
warJapanand Germany
demonstratedthat democratic
culturecouldbecultivated even
insocietieswithnoprior
traditionofit

hat defines a great democracy

is not the act of voting alone

but the integrity of the

institutions that safeguard the
vote. Ballots matter only when supported
by impartial systems, genuine accountability,
and the confidence of citizens that their
choice will be respected. Democracies flourish
when institutions remain strong, and they
falter when those institutions are weakened
or silenced.

Philosophers from Plato to Rousseau
reminded us that democracy is not merely
amechanical exercise but amoral covenant,
sustained only when fairness and trust are
preserved. Dr B.R. Ambedkar, speaking in
the Constituent Assembly on 26 November
1949, gave this covenant its most urgent
expression. He warned against three dangers:
theuse of extra-constitutional methods, the
tendency toward hero worship, and the
neglect of social democracy. These warnings
remain as relevant today as they were at the
birth of the Republic.

India’s journey illustrates this paradox.
At independence, the merger of princely
states and the crafting of a Constitution
promised equality andjustice. These beginnings
were delicate, yet they carried the vision of
building a nation where institutions would
safeguard liberty. The early decades were
marked by optimism, the belief that a young
democracy could mature into greatness if
its institutions remained impartial and its
citizens engaged.

But democracy is never static; it waxes
and wanes depending on whether institutions
and citizens rise to the challenge. Over the
decades, moments of stress have tested
these foundations: the suspension of liberties
during the Emergency, the debates around
Article 370, the shifting tides of electoral
majorities, and the continuing struggle to
balance diversity with uniformity in questions
such as the Uniform Civil Code.

The electoral process remains the most
visible test. Ideally, winning or losing depends
on the majority vote cast without fear,
prejudice, or favour. Yet when the system is
subdued or manipulated, elections risk

.Eﬂhr Baily ﬁ’mr.

becoming hollow exercises, their outcomes
anticipated even before the first ballot is
cast. In such circumstances, victory risks
losing legitimacy, governance acquired
without the full trust of the people.
Philosophers from Aristotle to Rousseau
warned that democracy falters when procedure
overshadows principle, when the mechanics
of voting are preserved but the spirit of
fairnessis lost. The Weimar Republic collapsed
not because its constitution was flawed but
becauseits spirit was abandoned. Conversely,
post war Japan and Germany demonstrated
thatdemocratic culture could be cultivated
even in societies with no prior tradition
of it, provided institutions were robust
and civic education was sustained.
Equally important is the disposition
of the voter. A democracy is only as
strong as the maturity of its citizens.
Without civic education, choices are

complicate the picture. Fear, prejudice, and
herd mentality often override rational choice.
Voters can be swayed by emotional appeals,
identity politics, or promises of instant relief.
This weakens democracy because decisions
are made under influence rather than
informed judgment.

In societies where civic education and
awareness campaigns help voters resist
manipulation, democracy is strengthened.
Where such safeguards are absent, voters
become easy prey to rhetoric and spectacle.

The media, ideally the
fourth pillar of democracy,
should play a decisive role
in raising issues, offering
clear alternatives,and holding
power to account. When
independent, it informs
citizens and strengthens
ss institutions. But when

often shaped by short-term thinking,. SAXENA controlled or subdued, it
Promises of relief or populist incentives becomes atool of propaganda
cancreatedependency; reducingaccountability,. ~ The writerisa  rather than accountability.

When citizens settle for temporary comfort retired Air Technology adds another
rather than demanding structuralreform, ~ Commodore, layer. Social media platforms
democracy weakens. The ballot risks VSM, of amplify certain voices,
becoming a transaction rather than a the Indian sometimes drowning out
mandate for governance. Air Force reasoned debate. Algorithms

John Stuart Mill emphasised that
democracy requires informed participation,
not mere numbers; literacy alone is insufficient
unlessit is accompanied by values of tolerance,
accountability, and respect for institutions.
Ambedkar’s reminder that “however good
a Constitution may be, it is sure to turn out
bad because those who are called to work it
happen to be a bad lot” captures this truth
with propheticforce. Yet the causes of fragility
lie not only in institutions but also in society.
Regional parties often remain confined to
local aspirations, unable torise to a national
vision. Coalition politics can enrich diversity,
but it can also fragment coherence. When
regionalism dominates, the larger democratic
project risks being reduced to bargaining
for immediate gains rather than building a
shared future.

Federalism is not merely an administrative
convenience; it is a democratic imperative
inaplural society. When regional aspirations
are suppressed rather than negotiated, the
democratic fabric frays. When they are
accommodated through dialogue and
constitutional mechanisms, democracy is
strengthened. Psychological influences further

reward sensationalism,

misinformation spreads faster
than facts, and voter psychology is shaped
by distortions.

Democracies must adapt by ensuring
transparency, digital literacy,and accountability
in the digital space. Without these safeguards,
technology risks becoming a weapon that
unmakes democracy rather than a tool that
strengthens it.

Economic stress and inequality also feed
intodemocratic fragility. When citizens face
unemployment, inflation, or lack of opportunity;
they become vulnerable to populist promises.
Economic distress makes voters more
susceptible to short term relief, even at the
cost of long term accountability.

Democracy requires checks and balances.
When opposition is weak or silenced,
accountability collapses. A strong opposition
is not a threat to governance; it is the
guarantee of democracy’s health. Similarly,
constitutional authorities and independent
institutions must remain fearless. When
they are subdued, democracy falters.

Thejudiciary,in particular, has often been
described as the last hope. With genuine

Child stunting is putting our future at risk

he implication of 24 percent of

our children (aged five and under)

being stunted due to chronic

malnutrition and poor health
during early childhood, can only be
described as devastating. It is a deep-seated
handicap in the future of our most precious
asset ~ our human resources.

The sobering statistic has come from
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics'(BBS) and
experts have delineated the main causes:
poverty, poor nutrition, early pregnancy,
and unhealthy practices. The survey shows
that one in four children have been deprived
of proper nutrition in the first three years
of their life, which is a critical period for
physical and brain development.

It is predictable how this deprivation
will affect the future of these children,
increasing their vulnerability to respiratory
conditions and diarrhoeal diseases, which

canbeattributed todeath in early childhood.
Poor nutrition was a factor in the recent
deaths of hundreds of children afflicted
with measles and measles-like symptoms.
Malnutrition also hinders brain development,
adversely affecting cognitive

abilities,and hamperinglearning - A Member

and educational attainment.

A World Bank study found
that stunted children often
enrol in school later, repeat
grades,and havelower education
levels compared to their healthier
peers. If this learning gap
remains unaddressed, it will lead to lower
skills and educational levels with corresponding
low-paying employment.

Thus, malnutrition continues the vicious
cycle of poverty. And we cannot plan for
a prosperous country when such a large
proportion of the population is deprived
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Seat belt on

Sir, Apropos the report “Phuket-Delhi
flight incident: Air India pilot’s screening
test requires confirmatory analysis”
published today, we have evolved to walk
on land and swim across water, but up in
the air, we're entirely at the mercy of elements
and a machine.

So,when a plane runs into rough weather,
as an Air India Phuket-Delhi flight did, it
can scar flyers, and scare those who've only
been planning to make their first air trip.
Unfortunately, such incidents are happening
more frequently now, and global warming
is the prime reason.

A study found that planes encounter
moderate to severe turbulence 68,000 times
ayear. It's huge number. And the really bad
news is that such incidents are bound to
increase as climate change quickens.. Flyer
behaviour is a major problem. Injuries due

to air turbulence would reduce sharply if
people heeded seat belt warnings as keeping
the seat belt on is the best way to stay safe
on a flight. While 75 per cent of turbulence
can be predicted up to 18 hours in advance,
and avoided, the turbulence, which hit the
Al flight last week, can't be detected.
Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra,
Mohali, 10 August.

Planning

Sir, Your editorial today “Chokepoint
Power,” correctly highlights how strategic
waterways influence global trade and energy
security. India cannot eliminate such
vulnerabilities, but it can reduce their impact

epaper.thestatesman.com

of reaching their productive potential.

malnutrition have not been addressed
effectively. One of these is child marriage,
which is very high in Bangladesh and

ZANN
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must start with preventing child marriage
using the relevant law, providing incentives
for girls to stay in school, and conducting
awareness campaigns about the harms
caused by child marriage.

low,and increase the scope of open market

Sadly, for decades the root causes of

leads to early pregnancy, increasing
risks for both mothers and their
babies. Most women in poor households
donot get the recommended minimum
of four checkups during pregnancy,
which results in complications such
as low birth weight and maternal
malnutrition going unchecked.
Government interventions, therefore,

Authorities must also keep food prices

through practical planning,.

Diversifying crude oil imports, expanding
strategic petroleum reserves,and strengthening
domestic renewable energy capacity should
remain national priorities. Greater investment
in ports, logistics, and alternative trade
corridors will alsoimprove resilience during
geopolitical disruptions. At the same time,
sustained diplomacy with partners across
regions is essential to keep vital sea lanes
open and stable. Economic security today
depends not only on military preparedness
but also on careful long-term planning and
international cooperation.

Yours, etc., A. Myilsami,
Coimbatore, 8 August.

More needed

Sir, India needs more “cockroaches” ~
movements that bite, irritate, and shame
governments into action. Whether it is

reforms, it can rise above politics, restore
accountability,and protect the Constitution
when all other pillars falter. But when the
judiciary itself appears subdued, citizens
are left wondering whether even this last
hope can be trusted.

Hungary under Orban and Turkey under
Erdoganillustrate how democratic elections
can be used to systematically dismantle
democraticinstitutions. In Indias neighbourhood,
Pakistan’s oscillation between military and
civilian rule, Bangladesh’s turbulence,
Myanmar’s coup, and Sri Lanka’s collapse
all remind us that democracy is not a
destination but a continuous negotiation.

Successful democracies across the world
remind us of the fundamentals. They prosper
not only because elections are free, but
because institutions remain independent,
citizens are educated, and accountability is
enforced. A vibrant democracy must also
ensure quality of life: clean cities, accessible
medical services, affordable education, and
social justice. These are not luxuries; they
are the very conditions that allow citizens
to participate meaningfully in democracy.

Above all, justice must be ensured without
favour or prejudice. In Scandinavia, democracies
prosper because institutions are impartial,
citizens are educated, and quality of life is
guaranteed. In Germany, federalism balances
regional aspirations with national coherence,
ensuring stability. In Japan, civic discipline
and respect for institutions underpin
democraticresilience. These examples show
that democracy is not merely about ballots;
it is about the lived experience of citizens,
the independence of institutions, and the
equality of law.

India’s story is no different. Democracy’s
resilience has often come from its people,
fromrestoring liberties after the Emergency
todemanding accountability when institutions
falter. Yet resilience cannot be assumed.
Today, multiple forces weaken its fabric:
regional aspirations fragmenting national
coherence, voters swayed by freebies over
responsibility, a weak opposition, subdued
institutions, psychological manipulation,
controlled media, misinformation through
technology, economic stress, and erosion of
clean governance and justice. Together,
these risks reduce the ballot to ritual rather
than mandate.

The challenge before us is clear: to ensure
that the ballot remains more than a ritual,
thatinstitutions remain fearless, that media
remains independent, that technology serves
truth, that cities remain clean, that medical
services remain accessible, and that justice
is delivered without favour or prejudice.

Ambedkar’s words remind us that however
good a Constitution may be, it will fail if
those entrusted to work it are indifferent or
opportunistic. Democracy does not survive
on documents alone; it lives in the daily
choices of citizens, leaders, and institutions.
Every generation must choose to make it
anew, or riskunmaking it through complacency
or malice. Only when accountability is
enforced, liberty respected, and fraternity
embraced can democracy be described as
great~ not because it endures, but because
it inspires.

sales (OMS) and other programmes that
provide poorer citizens with subsidised
or free food rations. Improving nutrition
alsorequires massive awareness building
and educating people on what constitutes
nutritious food. Programmes to teach
women, often in charge of the family’s
meals, to grow kitchen gardens near their
homes and which foods are nutritious
and which are not can go a long way.
School curricula should also feature lessons
on nutrition from the earliest classes.

To address the critical issue of our
children growing up stunted, acomprehensive,
sustained, and well-coordinated effort
involving the government, communities,
schools,and families is essential. Bangladesh
cannot aspire to achieve higher economic
growth and development while so many
of its children are being denied the
opportunity to reach their full potential.

potholed roads, the insouciance of officials,
judicial delays, decrepit hospitals and schools,
or adulteration in food and drink, the
common citizen is left bribing his way to
redress. The protests at Jantar Mantar
underline a grim reality: our elected
representatives have rhino-thick skins, and
morality finds no place in their scheme of
things. It took a Sonam Wangchuk to prod
the government into grudgingly acting on
the CJP’s demand.

Unwittingly, the CJP has become the
harbinger of political change ~ a reminder
that governments derive their power from
the people, and that they ignore the people
at their peril. India needs more such “from
ground zero” movements that give voice to
voiceless masses, and force governments
toclimb down from the high horse of hubris
and unaccountability.

Yours, etc., Avinash Godboley,
Dewas, 10 August.
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‘Delhi EV policy opens paths’

elhi’s newly approved Electric
Vehicle (EV) Policy has gone
beyond the conventional
model of offering purchase
subsidies by becoming the firstin India
tolay down a roadmap for phasing out
the registration of internal combustion
engine (ICE) vehicles in key segments,
according to Amit Bhatt, Managing
Director (India), International Council
on Clean Transportation (ICCT). Based
in New Delhi, Bhatt has over two decades
of experience in transport planning
and urban development, and previously
led integrated transport initiatives at
World Resources Institute (WRI) India.
Inaninterview with Muskan Bhatia,
he said the policy sends an unprecedented
market signal to automobile manufacturers
by specifying timelines after which
new petrol and diesel two-wheelers,
three-wheelers and light commercial
vehicles can no longer be registered in
Delhi. He believes this certainty will
trigger competition among manufacturers,
lower EV prices, improve product quality
and accelerate investments in local
manufacturing.

Excerpts:

Q: What is your assessment of
Delhi’s new EV Policy? What are
the biggest changes compared to
the previous policy?

A: The biggest difference is that the
policy has moved beyond merely offering
incentives. Earlier EV policies, including
Delhi's previous one, were largely
designed around subsidies because
electric vehicles have a higher upfront
cost. The objective was to reduce that
price gap.

This policy retains incentives but
also introduces stronger regulatory
measures. The most significant one is
the phased discontinuation of new ICE
vehicle registrations in certain categories.
From January 1 next year, new petrol
and diesel three-wheelers will no longer

be registered in Delhi. From April 2028,
new ICE two-wheelers and light
commercial vehicles will also stop being
registered.

That is a very significant policy
intervention and something no other
Indian state has attempted so far.

Another important feature is the
mandatory electrification targets for
school buses. Schools will have to
progressively increase the share of
electric buses over the coming years—
transitioning 30 per cent of their fleet
over five years. These are major structural
reforms rather than just financial
incentives.

Q: What happens to existing
petrol and diesel vehicles after
these deadlines?

A: The policy only restricts the
registration of new vehicles. Existing
vehicles can continue operating according
to prevailing regulations.

For example, if someone purchases
apetrol two-wheeler on March 31,2028,
they can still use it for its legally
permitted life, which is currently up to
15 years. Diesel vehicles will continue
under their existing operational limits
of 10 years. So this is not an immediate
ban on existing vehicles; it is a transition
for future registrations.

Q: Despite policy support, EV
adoption still faces challenges.
Whatare thebiggestbarriers today?

A: Cost remains the biggest barrier.
Subsidies help, but governments cannot
subsidise every vehicle forever. The
real solution is competition among
manufacturers. Manufacturers will
invest, launch better products and
reduce prices only when they are
confident that demand will continue
growing.

That is precisely what this policy
achieves. Clearly indicating that future
vehicle registrations in certain segments
will be electric gives the automobile

industry confidence to invest. Companies
no longer have to keep guessing whether
they should prioritise petrol, CNG,
ethanol or electric technologies. Delhi
is giving them a clear market direction.

Q: Why has the government
focused primarily on two-wheelers,
three-wheelers and light commercial
vehicles?

A: These segments contribute
significantly to urban emissions.

Two-wheelers and three-wheelers
alone account for nearly one-third of
PM2.5 emissions from transport. When
you include light commercial vehicles
and buses, the coverage becomes even
larger. The current policy leaves out
private cars and medium and heavy
commercial trucks. Even then, more
than half of transport-related emissions
are expected to be covered through
these measures.

Q: Will consumers benefit from
this policy?

A: Yes, I believe consumers will
eventually receive better products at
more competitive prices.

Currently, much of the responsibility
lies with buyers to adopt electric vehicles.

Going forward, manufacturers will also
have to compete aggressively because
they know the future market is shifting
towards electric mobility.

Competition should lead to better
products, more innovation and lower
prices. In the two-wheeler segment
especially, we should begin seeing
these benefits from around 2028
onwards.

Q: Charging infrastructure
continues to worry many consumers.
Does the policy adequately address
this issue?

A: Charging infrastructure is important,
but it is often misunderstood.

Modern EVs are offering ranges of
400 to 500 kilometres, which means
common inter-city trips like Delhi-Jaipur,
Delhi-Chandigarh or Delhi-Agra can
often be completed on a single charge.

More importantly, nearly 85 to 90
per cent of EV charging happens at
home.

The bigger challenge is enabling
charging in apartment complexes and
group housing societies, where residents
often face resistance from Resident
Welfare Associations. That is why Delhi
now needs a proper “right to charge”
framework that guarantees residents
with parking spaces the right to install
charging points. Such a framework
could solve one of the biggest barriers
to EV adoption.

Q:But whatabout three-wheeler
drivers living in congested
neighbourhoods with limited
parking?

A: Two-wheelers and three-wheelers
require only a standard 16-amp electrical
connection, similar to that used to
power a household refrigerator.

People living inindependent houses
generally have access to this. In dense
neighbourhood colonies, we could also
see local businesses such as neighbourhood
shops offering charging facilities.

The key requirement is creating a
regulatory framework that allows these
charging solutions to emerge.

Q: Safety concerns around EV
fires have also increased. How
should these be addressed?

A: Many reported fire incidents
involve vehicles using lead-acid batteries.

Delhi's policy promotes advanced
chemistry cells such as lithium-ion
batteries, which are much safer.

At the same time, illegal and unsafe
charging practices remain a concern.
A proper right-to-charge framework
should also include safety standards,
installation procedures and approved
charging equipment. Encouraging legal,
standardised charging infrastructure
will significantly reduce these risks.

Q: The policy also talks about
encouraging domesticmanufacturing,
Why is that important?

A: Local manufacturing depends on
demand.

Manufacturers are willing to invest
in factories and local supply chains
only when they are confident that
demand will justify those investments.

As Delhi creates a predictable market,
and if other states adopt similar policies,
manufacturers will increasingly localise
production instead of importing
components. That strengthens India's
manufacturing ecosystem while also
improving long-term energy security.

Q: Will greater EV adoption
automatically improve air quality,
considering India's electricity still
comes partly from fossil fuels?

A:From a public health perspective,
the answer is absolutely yes.

Think about Delhi two decades ago,
when markets were filled with diesel
generators emitting fumes where people
were shopping. Those generators were
eventually phased out. Vehicles are
essentially mobile generators that emit

pollution exactly where people live,
walk, cycle and use public transport.
When you replace those vehicles
with zero-tailpipe-emission vehicles,
you eliminate pollution at street level,
where people are directly exposed. For
climate benefits, India must continue
increasing renewable energy generation.
But from an urban air-pollution and
public health perspective, shifting to
electric mobility is a clear win.

Q:How do you expectthe policy
to affect public transport and
commercial fleets?

A: Delhi has already been moving
towards electrifying its bus fleet.

The new policy expands this transition
by introducing school bus mandates
while also accelerating the electrification
of delivery vehicles, light commercial
vehicles and last-mile transport.

Delivery vehicles, in particular, travel
much longer distances every day than
private vehicles, making electrification
even more beneficial both economically
and environmentally.

Q: What implementation
challenges do you still foresee?

A: The policy itself is excellent, but
implementation will require addressing
two important issues.

First, thereis a possibility that buyers
may simply register petrol or diesel
vehicles in neighbouring states and
continue using them in Delhi. Ideally,
NCR states should adopt similar policies
because Delhi’s air quality is affected
by emissions beyond its borders.

Second, while new registrations are
being phased out, existing ICE vehicles
can still remain on the road for many
years. Over the longer term, policymakers
will need to consider strategies for
gradually reducing the use of these
older vehicles as well. Those conversations
may come later, but they will eventually
become necessary if Delhi wants to
achieve its clean mobility goals.

PS PARAMESWARAN

hild marriage is often seen as

a matter of law and human

rights and widely considered

in the world economy not just
as a human rights violation, but as a
severe macroeconomic burden. While
that view is valid today, it does not
fully explain why generations of Indian
families accepted and sometimes
encouraged the practice. It did notarise
from ignorance alone; it developed
through the combined effects of history,
insecurity, poverty, social customs, and
economic pressures. Understanding
these forces is essential if India is to
end child marriage permanently.

How could a civilization that celebrated
women scholars such as Gargi and
Maitreyi later witness the widespread
practice of child marriage? The answer
lies notin any single religious tradition
or cultural belief, but in centuries of
political upheaval, economic insecurity,
changing social norms, and evolving
notions of family honour. Child marriage
in India was neither universal nor static.
It developed gradually over time,
influenced by historical circumstances
that varied across regions and communities.
Understanding this evolution is essential,
not tojustify the practice, but to appreciate
how societies change and why education
has emerged as the most powerful force
in transforming the lives of girls.

The encouraging news is that India
has made remarkable progress. Yet the
challenge is far from over. The country's
experience demonstrates that legislation

alone cannot end child marriage;
sustained investment in girls' education,
economic opportunity,and community
awareness is what changes social
behaviour.

Several eminent historians have
examined the evolution of marriage
practices in ancient and medieval
India. Historian Romila Thapar observes
that early Indian society exhibited
considerable diversity in marriage
customs, with evidence suggesting
that girls in many communities married
only after attaining maturity. A. L.
Basham, in The Wonder That Was
India, notes that child marriage became
increasingly common during the later
medieval period as social structures
grew more rigid and concerns over
security and family honour intensified.

Similarly, historian Upinder Singh,
in A History of Ancient and Early
Medieval India, points out that early
Indian society was far more varied
than often assumed, and that marriage
customs evolved in response to changing
political, economic, and social conditions.
These scholarly perspectives reinforce
the view that child marriage was not
an original or immutable feature of
Indian civilisation, but a historical
development shaped by multiple
factors. Over time, what began as a
response to insecurity became
institutionalised as social custom.
Traditions that may once have addressed
extraordinary circumstances eventually
hardened into accepted norms, surviving
long after the original conditions had
disappeared.

Schooling can put an end to child marriage

Economic hardship has historically
been one of the most powerful drivers
of child marriage. For families living
on the margins, marrying daughters
early reduced household expenditure
and was often perceived as lowering
future dowry obligations. In many
rural communities, parents believed
that delaying marriage increased both
financial costs and social risks.

However, economics alone does not
explain the persistence of child marriage.
UNFPA's analysis of the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS-5) concludes that
child marriage is sustained by a
combination of poverty, gender inequality,
limited educational opportunities, and
deeply embedded social norms rather
than by any single factor.

Education levels strongly influence
marriage patterns. Girls from poorer
households and those with little or no
schooling remain significantly more
vulnerable to early marriage than their
better-educated peers.

India's progress over the past two
decades deserves recognition. According
to NFHS-5 (2019-21), 23 per cent of
women aged 20-24 were married
before reaching 18 years of age. While
this figure remains concerning, it
represents a substantial decline
compared with previous generations.
UNICEF describes India as one of the
countries that has achieved some of
the fastest reductions in child marriage
globally, although the pace must
accelerate if the Sustainable Development
Goal of eliminating child marriage by
2030 is to be achieved.

The geographical distribution also
reveals important lessons. More than
half of India's child brides are concentrated
in five states - Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
West Bengal, Maharashtra, and Madhya
Pradesh. This concentration highlights
the close relationship between child
marriage, poverty, educational attainment,
and regional disparities rather than
suggesting that the practice is uniformly
prevalent across the country.

If history explains why child marriage
survived, education explains why it is
steadily disappearing. Education delays
marriage by expanding opportunities
beyond domestic life. A girl who remains
in school is more likely to complete
secondary education, pursue higher
studies, enter the workforce, marry
later, and participate actively in family
decision-making. UNICEF notes that
child marriage and school dropout
frequently occur together, with marriage
often marking the end of a girl's education.
Conversely, continued schooling lowers
the likelihood of early marriage and
creates pathways to better employment
and greater financial independence.

As Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen has
consistently argued, expanding education,
particularly for women - is not merely a
social welfare measure but an investment
in human capability that strengthens
economic development and democratic
participation. India has enacted strong
legislation to curb child marriage,
beginning with the Child Marriage
Restraint Actof 1929 and later strengthening
protections through the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006.

Yet experience shows that law alone
cannot transform deeply rooted social
practices. Communities abandon
long-standing customs when viable
alternatives become available. Parents
are more willing to postpone their daughters'
marriages when schools are accessible,
public transport is safe, employment
opportunities exist,and educated women
become visible role models. Government
initiatives such as Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao, scholarship programmes, residential
schools, bicycle distribution schemes,
and conditional cash transfers have
demonstrated that combining education
witheconomicincentives can alter social
behaviour more effectively than punitive
measures alone.

History should help societies understand
their past - not imprison their future.
India's remarkable decline in child
marriage over recent decades demonstrates
that deeply rooted social customs can
evolve when education, economic
opportunity, legal reform, and public
awareness advance together. While
challenges remain in certain regions,
the direction of change is encouraging.
Every additional year a girl spends in
school is not merely another academic
year; it is an investment in healthier
families, stronger communities, a more
productive workforce, and a more
prosperous nation. In that sense, the
classroom has become India's most
effective instrument for ending a
centuries-old social practice and ensuring
that every girl can fulfil her potential.

The writer is an entrepreneur and freelance writer.
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trite remarks,
wasting a bit of time

4,7) (7) Anton s lead (5) vice (5) adviser (8)

7 Regular departures 15 He's often out on 26 Colour to fade, 4 African director Lee 18 Okra on table; first
from Kennedy the tiles (6) reportedly (3) arranging loan impressions - it's
terminal (3) 17 Roughly beat silver 27 "Deport them!” (7) rubbery (7)

9 Horny individual's leaves in this ordered Farage, 5 Near bloody 19 Contract card game
New Year in the (3,3) finally entering likely revolting snake (ace high) (7)
French style 19 Zeppelin songs? to blow his top (7) 20 Got very hot water
(5) Cool! (7) (3-8) 6 21, I've swum across in the Middle East

10 One s used to shift 21 Golfer Rory admits small lake (9) when cycling (6)
clothes cool model blunder (5) DOWN 7 Working at The Ritz, 23 Charge leaders of
collected (4,5) 22 Famous American all obey a Hollywood teachers

11 No longer tied up, Model T vehicle 1 24's friend visiting legend (9,6) organisation
ex-husband Jeremy (4,5) coffee producer 8 A bit upset, OK, planning
went fishing 24 His band shot to (not a place for about packing an old unauthorised
(9) fame where bourbon) (8) crate (6) protest (3,2)

12 2's back to take over
Sunday lunch (5)

1 Politician recycling 13 Kraftwerk, REM, 25 Dance coach from

Lindisfarne touring

Russian venue

Isherwood lost his 2
head (5,4)

(4,3,8)
Germany endlessly 3
pirouetted, with

The first Tsar? | 14 Los Angeles Times
haven't a clue

Male escort Ewan 16 As Sanchez drops
stripped in a den of

runs international
hotel complex (9)

rising, inside political

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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News Items

MR. COOK TIRING?

APPEALTO
DELEGATES’
CONFERENCE

(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)
RUGBY, AUG.

THE Prime Minister, who came to
London from the country this morning,
was in consultation with the Minister
for Labour and Minister for Mines this
afternoon, and heard the latest reports
on the coal stoppage situation.

The general impression is that no
important development is likely before
the miners’ delegates’ conference next
Monday. Meanwhile Mr. A. J. Cook, the
miners’ secretary, in speeches and articles,
isurging the miners to give the Executive
Committee plenary powers, presumably
with the object of enabling overtures to
be made for the re-opening of negotiations.

Mr. Cook states that while the miners
are as yet far from being beaten, it is
vital that they should secure an agreement
enabling all to resume work together.
He appeals to the men to authorise a
new move and to the delegates’ conference
to shoulder full responsibility.

TEESTA RIVER EROSION

EMERGENCY
RAILWAY IN
DANGER

THE Manager of the Bengal-Dooars
Railway wires as follows from Demo-
hani under yesterday’s date: —

“Owing to erosion by the Teestariver,
Barnes Junction on the Bengal- Dooars
Railway has been completely washed
away, together with about a quarter of a
mile of the main line on either side of it.
Traffic,is being carried at present on an
emergency line that was constructed
some time ago in anticipation of the
main line being washed away.

“Since Thursday the Teesta has
commenced to erode towards this
emer-gency line, and the latter is now
in danger of being washed away. Efforts
are being made to protect the railway
with boulders but the force of the current
is so great that success is doubtful. If
the emergency line is carried away,
railway communication to and from the
Dooars will be interrupted, and transhipment
will be necessary until a new line can
be constructed further inland.”
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PM Tarique Rahman’s visit to India yet to
befinalised, says Bangladesh minister

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Dhaka, 14 August

angladesh Minister
of State for Foreign
Affairs Shama Obaed
on Thursday said
that Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman's proposed visit to
India is yet to be finalised.

"None of the visits, including
the visit to India, has been
finalised yet. A final decision
will be taken after discussions,"
she told reporters at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Her comments come a few
days after Indian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh
Dinesh Trivedi's meeting with
PM Rahman in Dhaka on 10
August, where they discussed
about strengthening bilateral
relations, people to people
contact, and exploring new
avenues for cooperation and
collaboration.

Significantly, the Indian
High Commissioner Dinesh
Trivedi flew to New Delhi
the following day and met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, lending added import

to the meeting in Dhaka with
the Bangladesh PM, amid
efforts by both sides to ease
bilateral tensions.

The meetings also come
after Dhaka voiced outrage
over former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina addressing
the media online in New Delhi
on 5 August, marking two
years since she flew into exile
in India following the so-called

student unrest.

On 11 August, India's Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson, in a key update,
said that Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman
hasbeen invited to India both
for a bilateral visit and to
participate in the outreach
segment of the upcoming
BRICS summit in New Delhi
in his capacity as the BIMSTEC

Chairperson."We have extended
invitation for a bilateral visit
as also for the BRICS outreach
session which will be held
here in Delhi," the MEA
spokesperson said.

On Sunday, 9 August, Indian
High Commissioner Trivedi
had met Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Dr Khalilur Rahman
at State Guest House Padma.
Besides meeting Prime Minister

Tarique Rahman, Trivedi also
met Bangladesh Home Minister
Salahuddin Ahmed at the
Secretariat in Dhaka.

Asked about Rahman's
visits to India and Japan,
Obaed said that no date
had currently been fixed for
either trip.

"The Japan visit will be
scheduled at a mutually
convenient time. The Prime
Minister is currently busy
with various engagements,"
she said.

Referring to the scope for
resolving bilateral issues
through direct talks between
the heads of state in New
Delhi and Dhaka, she said
India should make proper
use of such opportunities.

"Whenever the leaders of
the two countries talk and
hold bilateral discussions,
there is an opportunity to
resolve many issues," she
remarked, adding "There is
an opportunity to improve
relations with India. They
can consider whether they
will make use of this
opportunity."

AfghanistanmarksSyearsunderthe Taliban with
safer streets but pleasforjobsandeducation

AGENCIES
Kabul, 14 August

As Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers
mark five years since sweeping
back to power, some Kabul
residents say they feel safer
after decades of conflict and
upheaval but stress the leaders
should now focus on creating
jobs and expanding access to
schools in the country where
girls above the age of 12 are
banned from education.

The Taliban regained control
of Afghanistan on 15 August,
2021, after it launched an
offensive asthe U.S.and other
NATO troops withdrew from
the country after two decades
of war. The withdrawal led to
chaotic scenes at and around
Kabul's airport with thousands
wanting to leave.

“Thank God, the past five
years have passed in safety,”
said Mohammad Qasim, 30,
reflecting on the anniversary
that comes against abackdrop
of economic hardship in a
conflict-stricken country. “Our
wish and hope from the
government is to create job
opportunities for the youth.”

“We, along with the entire
nation, call upon the govern-

ment to create employment
opportunities for the youth
and to encourage them to
pursue education,” he added.

Before the takeover, the
Taliban stated that, upon
assuming power, it would
allow women access to edu-
cation, employment and
public participation, albeit
in accordance with its
interpretation of Islamic
principles. Soon after it seized
power, the Taliban imposed
an indefinite ban on girls’
education beyond the sixth
grade and, afew monthslater,
alsobanned higher education
for womenuntil “further notice.”

Women also were banned
from entering gyms, parks
and public baths, from taking
part in sports and traveling
to distant locations without
a “mahram,” or male guardian.

Taliban spokesperson

Zabihullah Mujahid has
repeatedly said the adminis-
tration is working to establish
conditions under which girls
and women can attend class-
rooms or university campuses
in line with Islamic Sharia
laws. The restrictions, never-
theless, remain in force.

While the UN. has acknow-
ledged that the country has
become more stable since the
takeover, it has warned that
lasting stability cannot be
possible unless the Taliban
rulers —whoremainisolated
internationally — lift restrictions
on women and girls, protect
basic rights and address
terrorism concerns.

“Areductionin conflict has
brought tangible benefits for
many Afghans and created
opportunities to focus on
recovery, development and
regional economic cooperation,”
the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan, or
UNAMA, said in a statement
ahead of the anniversary. It
added, however, that the
restrictions on women and
girls impede Afghanistan’s
recovery and its reintegration
with the international
community.

TENDER

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
WATER RESMOMUIRCES SONE, BANSWARA
Mahi Colony, Near New Court Campus, Banswara.
Emil -cowrbsw t-':-g.m.lii.mmu
Mo -CEMWR/BSW/ACCT T/ M 26-27 /5782
Date: (40832026
e IH Moo - (W 2026-27

(n behall of the Governor of Rajasthan, bids are invited from eligible
{bidders for the work of “Planning, Designing and Construction

{of Mota Dhamaniva Solar Based Micro Irrigation Progect, Tehsil
Suhagpura District Pratapgarh incloding O & M Period of 8 Years on
Engineering Procurement Construction (EPC) Single Responsibility
(tumkey basis” (Estimated Value of Work - Re 438606 Lac including
GSTY, Last date of submission of Bid s 0200 2026, Detatbed Bid &
|||I|| diocument Cin be seen on & divwnloaded from oficial website
“'I”:F'l ."."|.'|."r'|1|. .|'.|.|.|.'-|Ih.1.:ll BN ' |'|Il|r PAPPP-rag mcin |
H']H Code Nog WRD2627 A0255

LIBN Mo WRD2627TWLOBDO5 23

:I'Ill‘lt.-'l'.."1 H51/2026 Chiel Engincer
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T Lty Equsprneend for FUAFS - 02 Project 1 S19IS
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I el derien .
AT ferltray amvifiey o ol B @iler e e w foee o oooorh
wiww.sppp. rapasthangovin 70 httpe/feproc rajesthen gov bn =7 75000 F

UEM NG, - JALZEZ TELORRTT

EprociD; 2026 AGLUID SE4154 1
PV e e 2 b (s ()

sidho Kanho Birsha University, Purulia

E-Tender
Sidho Kanho Birsha University (SKBLU) invites E-Tender for
Ground Preparation Work at Sidho Kanho Birsha University,
Purulia. E tender ID: 2026 _SKBU_1035509 1. For delails,
please visit, www, wbienders gov.in, www skbu ac infnotice
Sdi-
Registrar

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

E-Tender ID: 2026_WBP_1037326_1 (2nd Call)

WORK TITLE: S>upply of spare parts / accessories / Tvre,
Tube & Flaps and repair works of Government Vehicles and
Motor Cycles of Cooch Behar District Police.

BID CLOSING DATE: 25-08-2026 at 18-00 hrs.

FOR MORE DETAILS LOGON T Visit
http:/ I www.whilenders. gov.in

Sd/-

Superintendent of Pollce

Cooch Behar

avraian aitrerd) siftroem enfafa awe s deel
g o 1270 Thens - orion'=s
&DHMMMEMJ!M

Bid for the *Varloas Cheil Works™ e iovited from interesbed bldders from

D08, 20246 (0530 AM] to 17,08, 2006 [Gbc00 FM| & Open date §EOE3036 [0 100
AM), ojher particulars of the bid ouy be visited on the procurensent portal g
sy gl rajasthangovin & eproc ajasthan gorin & htipo sppp.rajasthan goncin of
the state and departmental website, The approximaie value of the procorement s
Rs, 1846.54 Lakhs,

LBN Mo, - PWD2EI7WELIBOIWSZS, W DS TWHLIBING IS, W D2A2TWSUHMSSIT
PWER262TWHROB52S, FWDRAITWSORMSIL, MWDIAITWSOER9511
P 627 WROBIASAS, FW D262 TWROHRME A6, PWITAITWSONRIES T
PR DRI BORBDRERE, W D26 WSIRNSe
Fegwiivy § oAl s

YT ey Dhvemieen. Dislosherd

| DIPRICI14574/2026
TP SOUTHERN ODISHA

TPSQD DISTRIBUTION LIMITED

(A Joint Venture of Tata Power and Governmeni of Odisha)

PROCUREMENT | EPR North Star Building. 2nd Floor,
DEPARTMENT | Khodasingl, Berhampur, Odisha-TE0010

NOTICE INVITING TENDER Dt.: 15.08.2026

TP Southern Odisha Distribution Lid. invites tlender from ahgible
viandors for following:

TPSODL/OT/2026-27/2500001258:
Rate Contract for supply of Enrthlnﬂ Device Gl Earthing Spike

P I L P T T S e T

TFEﬂDUﬂTﬂDEﬁ-ITIEEWDM 267:

RC for engagement of Safaty Inspector & Safety Leader

TPSODL/OT/2026-27/2500001266:

R for deploymentihinng of safety Trainers al PAN TPS0DL
Interasted Bidders to submet Tender parhicipation fes along with authoruaton
letter theough E-msdl on or before 22.08.2026, 18:00 hrs for 5. No.- 1 and

25.08.2025,18:00 hrs. for 31. No.: 2 & 3. For detased tender, pleass wisi Tender
Secton on TPS00L website hittps://www ipsouthernodisha.com
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OFFICE OF THE SUFERINTENDIENG ENGINEER
WD CIRCLE KOTA
Mo, 1700 Dt = 658 2026
Notlce Inviting Bad
(NIT k. 127 2026-2T)

Bid for Construction of Varioas Road work in Distt. Kot B Invited from
| Interested bidders up to (600 PM of 31-08-2006 [ Monday
il thee beicks mav be visiled on the procurement puori tal Ii'1*

| gooin, hitepelfsppp.rinic.in} of the Rajasthan State. The approximate vabue ¢

| the procurement is Rs. 5420.20 Lacs

: UBN Mo (PWT2aITWSOE0 ), (W26 2 T W SO0,

| [PWERG27WSLDBOREE ), (PWD2EIWSOBRDE0SS |, | W DD WSDBR0S00),
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Diher Pastecudars

i I:" Ol TaEa "."".I"'

|I|"|'|.||'l'1' WHCYROS 15, (PWR2GITWHOKBOS 1 7], (FWD 262 WSORDS 19)
| (PWERGITWHCHMIF L 20|, (PWDIEITWSOBOFL 21 ), (W26 WSOBE] 22
| (PWD2E2TWS0R091 23), (PWD26ITWSORDR] 24), (PWD26ITWSORR 17
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!II"'|'l.||.'ﬁ:"-"|".‘-l'lllll'-|! b LGP W LG W U | ), (P D S0 WSLYRDS L 40
| [PWERG2TWSLYRDS L6 ), WD W SO0 | E8], (PN A60 S WS 5.0
[ (PWD262TWSCIBOST54), (PWID262TWSOR] 57

| Superintending Lagincer
!I:uill'l.!,-i LT 20 2 PW.IL Circle Koda

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
N.B.D.D. NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Notice Inviting e-Tender by the E.E. / NBDD
vide NleT No. 30 of 2026-27 of the E.E.,

NBDD.
Details of works will be seen in the above-
mentioned NleT in the website;

www.whtenders.gov.in &
www.wbnorthbengaldev.gov.in
Executive Engineer
North Bengal Development Department

WB HIDCO

e-N.LT. No. 14 (2nd Call) of G.M.(E) =1 of 2026-27

Tender is invited for above NIT "Operational Maintenance of
TU-142 Alrcraft, and Housekeeping & Saniation etc., along
with the services at AA-1D, New Town, Kolkata for One year”,
having experience in similar nature of works from any Govt
Organization. Last date of submitting application: 19-08-2026
at 2-00 PM. Detailed may be seen in the websites at
whtenders.gov.in/nicgep/app & www.whhidcoltd.com

General Manager (Engg.) - 1
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European
countries battle
wildfires as
record heat grips
the continent

AGENCIES
Paris, 14 August

Firefighters across Europe
struggled against multiple
fires Friday as a new wave of
record-breaking heat baked
a swath of the continent,
their task further complicated
by exceptionally parched
landscapes.

The historic temperatures
are linked to human-caused
climate change,and are hitting
countries more used to long
cold seasons andill-equipped
for this sort of heat, with
limited air conditioning,

With France experiencing
its driest year ever,anew fire
raced through woodlands
overnightinthe Landesregion
on the southwest coast. The
blaze forced more than 500
peopletoevacuatetheirhomes
in the town of Luglon as
hundreds of firefighters
deployed to the area, the
regional administration said
Friday.It's one of several fires
scorching forests around
France this week, including
innormally cooler and wetter
regions in the north and
Brittany. A historicfire devoured
forests near Bordeaux last
month and pushed aquarter
of amillion people from their
homes.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

EAITDA TENDER NOTIHE
eI Mo g Sl SRR T AT AW
28 [Py VI wf 203806 (Aeid Call)
Temder fid- 2036 RATRA SIFIHIED | i

TG RALIRA SETRMT 4
Owmlineg e-Tendef w wmwied by the
Superiniesding  Engleeer,  Clrele-0L,
R&B Sevior, KADA, Unnayan Bhovan,
Hleck-A. Tth Floor, Sabi Lake. Kolksis-
T | from bemafule relih e
g perence & rescurcefial
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for ibse work, 5L No. Name of Waork,
Ve of the Waork, Esrnest Maney.
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Trumpstops shortofendorsingNetanyahu
ahead ofupcomingIsraelielections

A

e

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Washington, 14 August

During the meeting between
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and US President
Donald Trump in the Oval
Office two weeks back, the
US president reportedly shied
away from endorsing the
Israeli premier while asking
him about how he was
performing in the polls for
the upcoming 27 October
general elections in the Jewish
nation.

Netanyahu paused when
his accompanying advisors
replied "Mr President, he is
winning', according to a US
official familiar with the
exchange, reports Axios.

However, that is not the
truth in reality as the Israeli
premier isin a tough position,
and Trump hasn't given him
the endorsement he hoped
for, despite being asked about
it repeatedly by reporters.

Making the situation even
more dire, there are only 75
days left until the polls, leaving
Netanyahu short on time.
Nonetheless, it is possible
that Trump may endorse him,
though that is yet to be seen.

Currently, Netanyahu's
coalition is between 49 and

53 seats, well below the 68
seats it is holding and the 61
itneeds toform a government,
while the opposition parties
are projected to win between
67 and 70 seats.
Furthermore, Netanyahu's
main rival, former IDF Chief
of Staff Gadi Eizenkot, also
has higher favourability ratings
inmost surveys. But that does
not necessarily spell defeat
outright for Netanyahu, as he
does not necessarily need to
win outright, rather his imme-
diate objective is to ensure
that his opponents cannot
form a government without
support from Arab-Israeli
parties. If neither side can
assemble a governing majority,
Netanyahu could remain
caretaker prime minister for
several more months until
another election is held, which
looks to be the most realistic
possibility under the current
polling, Further exacerbating
this political uncertainty is
theincreasing tension between
Trump and Netanyahu, which
has become a bit strained
and more complicated since
the beginning of the Iran war.
Initially, in the first few
weeks of the war, some of
Trump's closest aides expected
him to endorse Netanyahu.
Trump was also publicly
pressing for Netanyahu to
receive a pardon that could
bring his corruption trial to
anend. But asthe war dragged
on, the two leaders' foreign
policy objectives and domestic
political interests saw anincre-
asing shift, with differences
emerging not only over Iran,
but also over the conflicts in

Gaza and Lebanon.

Two senior US officials said
Trump continues to like
Netanyahu personally but
has become frustrated with
his decisions and policies.

"Bibiis his own worst enemy;"
Trump said, according to two
people who recently discussed
Netanyahu with the president,
according to the Axios report.

Thelatest strain came after
Netanyahu publicly rejected
Trump's Gaza Board of Peace
plan for disarming Hamas.

A senior US official said
the White House viewed
Netanyahu's statement largely
as election-season politics
rather than necessarily a
definitive policy position.

"We understand Bibi's political
needs. We have no problem
withitaslongas he continues
todowhat we ask —especially
regarding restraining attacks
in Gaza," the official said.

Netanyahu had spoken with
Trump's envoy, Jared Kushner,
the previous week and promised
to give the Board of Peace
plan a chance despite his
reservations. He also agreed
tocurblsraeliattacks in Gaza
toallow the proposed demili-
tarisation process to begin,
according to a US official.

Since then, Jerusalem has
significantly reduced its strikes
in Gaza and the IDF has pulled
backto the Yellow Line, where
itwas supposed to be positioned
under the agreement.

Kushner is expected to travel
to Israel next week to meet
Netanyahu and other officials
to discuss the Gaza plan,
according to four people
familiar with the matter.
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AWARDING CONTRACT OF

CANTEEN SERVICES

Gem Bid Mo, GENMMOI/B/TRESTT
Dimted: 10-08-2028. Name of work:

For & on bahall of tha Prasidant
ol Indlz Sesled Gem Tenders ang
inviled from bondtde contractors
lor awarndmg conlract of "Canizen
Service- Percentage Model, for a
perod of 02 years 01 days al LS
Malda Town.” The work shall ba
complaled wilthin two (02} yaars
01 chays tooem racaipl of LOA. Tha
detafed desoniplon of work is ghan
n landel documan!. Estimats cosl
of work: T16.00,000/:, Earneai
Money: T50.000/-. Last Date &
tima for asubmisasion ol tendsr:
Al 18.00 s, on 31-08-20268. The
COmplate o L E Tilel il
documenis o! shove e-tender
will B avaiiable in the wWabsila
WAL DRI QOW. in

Sr. DEE/TRS/Malda Town
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

# | Larirmg A Sormde

FMaNGR W

Cerubinrers iith

WB HIDCO BATHA AR fo191H STierge

e-Tender Notice No. 03 of 2026-2027

e-tender b mvited for e work in the manner ag described in
the detalled e-tender notice available on  websites:
whienders.gov.in and wbhhidcolid.com & in e-tender portal
Last date of bid submission on 29-08-2026 up (o 2-00 PM.
Details may also be available in the website:
www.whhidcoltd.com
General Manager (Engg)-1V
WBHIIDM D

THIE B4

FETTR:— 1108, 2026
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Record-breakingrain
floods Chiba,east of Tokyo,
killingatleastfive people

AGENCIES
Tokyo, 14 August

Record-breaking rainfall
flooded cities east of Tokyo
overnight, killing at least five
people, injuring over twvodozen
others and stranding
thousands, authorities said
Friday. As the deluge subsided,
the Japan Meteorological
Agency downgraded its most
severe heavy-rain warningin
more than a dozen munici-
palities in the prefecture of
Chiba while forecasting more
rain later Friday.

The prefecture saw unprece-
dented rainfall levels Thursday,
with 1.5 centimetres (4.5inches)
injust one hour in Chiba City
and 97 centimetres (3.8 inches)
fell in one hour in the city of
Sakura,JMA said. Photos and
television footage showed
widespread damage, with
homes, cars and parts of railway
tracks filled with muddy water.

Roads and dozens of homes
were also flooded and some
areas remained without power.

Chiba prefecture officials
said the five deaths included
a man found floating on a
flooded road in Ichikawa city
and a woman who had been
stuckinaflooded carin Sakura.
Two others were presumed
dead after being pulled from
flooded cars in the cities of
Kashiwa and Chiba. One person
remained missing, and more
than 30 people were injured,
including five seriously, they
said.

Meanwhile, the Ground
Self-Defence Force said it
dispatched buses to pick up
about 4,000 stranded people
who stayed overnight at the
Soga train station, alocal route
that also serves Tokyo Disney,
which did not report any
damage. The operation ended
later Friday.
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Italian police recover stolen Renoir,
Cézanne and Matisse paintings:

Milan: Italian authorities recovered three paintings by
Renoir, Cézanne and Matisse worth millions of euros that
were stolen earlier this year from a private museum near the
northern city of Parma, police said Friday.

A statement from the Italian Carabinieri’s art recovery
squad said the paintings were discovered during searches
ordered by prosecutors, but no details were given. The
investigation is ongoing,

The three recovered paintings are “Fish” by Auguste
Renoir, “Still Life with Cherries” by Paul Cézanne, and
“Odalisque on the Terrace” by Henri Matisse. Authorities
said the Cézanne was valued at 6 million euros ($7 million),
the Renoir at 3 million euros ($3.5 million), and the Matisse
at 20,000 euros ($23,000).

The heist at the Magnani Rocca Foundation, about 20
kilometres (12 miles) from Parma, took place on the night of
22-23 March, with thieves forcing open the entrance door,
police said.

Local media reported that the thieves took the paintings
in less than three minutes and escaped across the museum
gardens. Established in 1977, the foundation hosts the
collection of art historian Luigi Magnani and also includes
works by Diirer, Rubens, Van Dyck, Goya and Monet.

The museum believes a structured and organised gang
was responsible for the theft, which the alarm interrupted,
local media reported.

The crime followed a series of high-profile heists at major
European museums, including the theft in October of
French crown jewels and other items worth 88 million euros
($101 million) from the Louvre in Paris.

N Korea slams US-S Korea military
drills, threatens strong response:

Seoul: North Korea on Friday
threatened unspecified stern
steps against the United States
# and South Korea ahead of their
& upcoming military drills, which
# Pyongyang called a war
rehearsal that would be more
provocative than last year.

The warning is typical of the
harsh rhetoric that North
Korea often deploys ahead of
major US-South Korean military exercises and suggests the
country could conduct more missile tests in coming days.
Experts say North Korea has often used its rivals drills as a
pretext to ramp up its testing activities to expand its
weapons arsenals and promote public support for leader
Kim Jong Un.

The US and South Korean militaries are to start their
major summertime Ulchi Freedom Shield exercises Monday
and have described their scope as similar to past years. The
allies have said the 11-day exercises are meant to strengthen
their readiness against North Korean threats and reiterated
that they are defensive in nature.

In a statement carried by state media Friday, North
Korea’s Foreign Ministry called the U.S.-South Korean
training “a rehearsal for an aggressive war” that is triggering
a different level of instability in the region.

“Itis our consistent principle of ensuring security to
respond to a new level of a threat with a new level of a
deterrent,” the statement said. North Korea “will more
clearly express its stance on the enemies to cope with any
threats and challenges through the responsible and decisive
exercise of the right to legitimate self-defence.”

North Korea also said the drills would be of a “more
serious provocative nature and dangerousness than last
year” and involve all the military assets and war-fighting
modes of the US and South Korea, a claim that those
countries haven't said.

Two UAE tankers attacked while
transiting Strait of Hormuz

AGENCIES
Washington, 14 August

wotankersowned by
Abu Dhabi’s state-
owned oil and gas
company ADNOC
wereattacked Thursday evening
while transiting the Strait of
Hormuz, the company said. It
added that the attack caused
noinjuriesand that “the situation
hasbeen broughtunder control”
The British military’s United
Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations Center said two
vessels were reported to have
suffered minor damage when
attacked by drones while
transiting the Strait of Hormuz.
It did not identify them as the
ADNOC ships but it appeared
to be the same incident.

The UAE’s Foreign Ministry
blamed theattacksonIranand
said they were a “flagrant
violation” of the United Nations’
principles of freedom of navigation.

“Targetingcommercial shipping
and using the Strait of Hormuz
as a tool of economic coercion
or blackmail represents acts
of piracy by Iran's Revolutionary
Guard Corps, and constitutes
a direct threat to the stability
of the region, its peoples, and
global energy security,” the
Foreign Ministry said. There
was no immediate response
from Iran. Activists marched
through the occupied West
Bank bringing food and water
toPalestinians who have been
under siege by Israeli settlers
for days. Three Palestinian
families in the town of Qusra

havebeenunabletoleave their
homes for nearly a week after
settlers surrounded the area.
Israelitroops intervened multiple
times, but the settlers have

kept returning. The standoff
in the northern West Bank
town of Qusra is the latestina
waveof settler violence convulsing
theterritory, which Israel seized

in the 1967 West Asian war
and which would makeup part
of a future Palestinian state.
Defence Minister Israel Katz
instructed thearmyto prepare
aplan to transfer power to the
policetoenforce civilianrelated
matters, the Defence Ministry
said in a statement.
Inlrag,adrone wasintercepted
over Irbil in the country’s
semiautonomous northern
Kurdish region, in an area of
the city where a number of
hotels and consulates arelocated.
Theregional counterterrorism
servicesaidinastatement that
there were no casualties. It was
notimmediately clear whohad
launched the drone, but since
thebeginning of the warbetween
Iranand the United Statesand
Israel, Iran and Iranian-backed

Iraqi militant groups have
launched regular attacks on
US military and diplomatic
facilities in Iraq and on bases
of exiled Iranian Kurdish dissident
groups. President Donald Trump’s
son-in-law and negotiator Jared
Kushner will travel to West
Asianextweek totry toadvance
plans for an end to the conflict
in Gaza after a deal recently
announced by the Trump
administration ran into Israeli
opposition. Anofficial with the
Board of Peace, thebody Trump
established tooversee thefragile
ceasefire in the Israel-Hamas
war, said Kushner, board high
representative Nickolay Mladenov,
and executive board member
and former British PM Tony
Blair would arrive in Israel on
Sunday.

Russiandroneskillawomanand
O-year-oldsonathomeas
Ukrainian cmhan casualtles surge

AGENCIES
Kyiv, 14 August

Russian jet-powered drones
struck a home in northern
Ukraine on Friday, killing a
29-year-old woman and her
9-year-old son, officials said.
The strike came aday after
the United Nations said July
was the deadliest month for
Ukrainian civilians since the
weeks following Moscow’s
all-outinvasion of its neighbour
more than four years ago.
At least 437 civilians were
killed and 2,610 wounded
last month, the UN. monitoring
missionin Kyiv said, as Russia
escalated its bombing of
Ukrainian towns and cities.
That was 70 per cent higher
than in July last year and 30
per cent up on June of this
year. Overall, since Russia’s
invasion on 24 February, 2022,
U.N. human rights monitors
say the war haskilled at least
16,874 civilians,including 820
children, and wounded 51,273,
including 3,126 children.
“Every month this year the
number of killed and injured
civilians hasincreased. That
trend accelerated sharply in
July,” said Danielle Bell, head
of the U.N. human rights

monitoring mission in Kyiv.
“The number of civilian
casualties in July was the
highest we documented in a
single month since March
2022.” The Russian strike in
northern Ukraine’s Sumy
region early Friday also
wounded four other people,
including the dead boy’s father
and grandmother, who were
hospitalised with severe burns,
the regional military admini-
stration chief Oleh Hryhorov
said.

In Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk
region, a Russian glidebomb
demolished six floors of a
10-story apartment block,
killing one person and wounding
16 others, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said.

Russia is launching around
220 glide bombs every day
against settlements near the
front line in eastern and
southern Ukraine, Zelenskyy
said in a social media post
Friday. Russian forces crush
settlements with the brute
force of 3000-pound (1,300-kilo)
glidebombs, artillery, missiles
and drones, then send in
infantry units to attack the
exposed defenders. The tactic
has rendered many towns
and villages uninhabitable.

New aircraftcarrier headstoward West Asia after
reportsofissuesonlong-deployed USS Lincoln

AGENCIES
Washington, 14 August

The Pacific-based aircraft
carrier USS George Washington
has begun heading toward
West Asia as reports have
emerged of mental healthand
supply issues aboard the
long-deployed USS Abraham
Lincoln.

The Lincoln has been
supporting the U.S. war against
Iran, and its deployment has
included a record-setting
uninterrupted time at sea of
more than 260 days. Several
Democratic lawmakers are
pressing for accountability
from the Pentagon over
conditions aboard the carrier,
which Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth on Thursday said
were “‘completely misrepre-

sented.” Extended deployments
of carriers during the Iran
conflict have raised concerns
about the impact on service
members who are away from
home for long periods as well
as the increasing strain on
the ship and its equipment.
While renewed hostilities
between the U.S. and Iran
have calmed in recent weeks,

the Navy has reimposed a
blockade on Iranian ports in
the crucial Strait of Hormuz,
and the Trump administration
has offered no clarity on how
it intends to wind down the
war.

Hegseth told reporters that
the U.S. can maintain the
blockade “indefinitely.”

The USS George Washington

left portin Da Nang, Vietnam,
last week, a Navy statement
said. The carrier,along with a
cruiser and a destroyer, have
since been spotted crossing
the Singapore Strait.

A Navy official, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity
todetail sensitive ship details,
confirmed that the Washington
was in the Strait of Malacca,
which links the Pacific and
Indian oceans and puts the
carrier on a course to head
into the Indian Ocean. The
Wall Street Journal reported
earlier that the Washington
would replace the Lincoln as
one of the two aircraft carriers
now stationed in West Asia.

The move would leave the
waters of the Pacific without
a U.S. carrier presence for an
unknown period of time.

Reform UK’s Nigel Farage beats aslateof fringe
candidatesinelection boycotted by majorparties

AGENCIES
Clactonon Sea, 14 August

Nigel Farage regained his
seat in Parliament on Friday,
beating a field of fringe
candidates led by trash-
can-wearing comic Count
Binface in a special election
boycotted by mainstream
parties that called it a farce.
Farage, leader of the
anti-immigration Reform
UK party who some see as a
possible next prime
minister, abruptly quit his

seat in July amid an inves-
tigation into whether he
failed to report a 5 million
pound gift from an overseas
crypto billionaire. He denied
wrongdoing and ran again
for the seat to prove he had
voters’ support, regaining it
with 63 per cent of Thurs-
day’s vote in an unusual
election on the hottest day
of the year. Binface, a serial
candidate who has chal-
lenged prime ministers past
and present, represented a
protest vote and finished

second in a field of 34
candidates ~ many of them
also jokers ~ with about 27
per cent, according to the
results announced Friday.

Farage hailed the result as
an “overwhelming win” that
increased his vote share
over the last election, but it’s
hard to draw broad conclu-
sions from the election
given the lack of genuine
rivals and the fact that
Farage has long been
popular in the conservative
constituency on the east
coast of England.

“Today the voters in
Clacton have stuck up two
fingers to the entire political
establishment,” Farage said.
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KEEP TRYING TO GET
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| 10 MINIUTE CROSSWORD

8 Fruit skin (4)
! 10 See title (6,4)
! 14 7 (6)

i 15 ?(6,4)
19 Busy (8)

20 Snare (4)

22 Fastrunner (8)

A PERMISSION SLIP
NOT T0 MAKE

_ DINNER

e B LT

]

, 6 Readymoney (4)
1

: 9 \Very hazardous (8)

12 Type of road (6)

21 Potato (Informal) (4)

. Answers to “?” clues are suggested by words forming the

DOWN

Several (1,3)

Bay (5)

Profuse (7)

Roost (5)

Narnia novelist (1,1,5)
7 Extinguish (5,3)

11 ?7(5,3)

13 Greatly surprise (7)

GUESS WHAT 7. T CANT WAIT ESPECIALLY
HUESO ANF T AEE T0 TELL = ., puzzle’s title: Tw FOR 10
S0\NE STEATDY EVEEYBOTY... ; Fﬂfg . ACROSS
. § _—— & -
: ‘_.’,..r'q 1 ?7(53)

D O~ WN

14 Follow a winding course (7)

16 Means of control (5)
17 Japanese bed (5)
18 Palm fruit (4)
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difficulty level increases

SCRABBLE =~ .
Sudoku is a number placing
puzzle based on a 9x9 grid REmaEIE
with several given numbers. : —m e — —_—— = -
The objeet is to place the ] 1= |1_'- bl L 3 L
numbers 1to 9 in the empty i & L ::&_GIE £F
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SILIGURI

1. Police: 100/2662101
Siliguri Metropolitan Police
Control Room : 2662210

! 2. Fire Services (Direct):

! 101/2502222/2501867

! 3. Siliguri Municipal Corporation :
! 2432804

Siliguri Women Police Station: 663885 8.

7. Medical Services : Ambulance 102
Siliguri Hospital : 2435736 / 2436526
North Bengal Medical College & Hos-
pital : 2535478 / 2535483

University of North Bengal

http://www.nbu.ac.in, Contact : 2776366

DARJEELING
1. District Magistrate : 0354 22542333,

22542666, 2256301 (O) 0354 2256182
(R) SP- 0354 2254270

4. NJP Railway Station Emquiry / Reser-

vation : 131/ 138/2691800

! 5. Bus Services (NBSTC) 2514920

I
MARSHMALLOW '
AND WAFFLE i SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD
SHISH KEBABS : -
., ACROSS: 13. Taurus DOWN 8. Additional
i 16. Arrest 12. Maltose
I 1. Read 18. Tutti 1. Resilience 14. Entity
I 3. Hubble 19. Komodo 2. Arrears 15. Pious
' 7. Surroundings Dragon 3. Hinder 17.Probe
: 9. Learn 20. Appeal 4. Brigade 18. Term
1 10.Enabled 21.Viva 5. Legal
i 11. Ensign 6. Moon
1
i
: By arrangement with The Independent Fig-
i ures in parentheses denote
; the number of letters in the words required

2698456

6. Indian Airlines: 2511495 / 2698022

Sikim Nationailized Transport : 2512082
Bagdogra Airport Terminal Manager :

2. Police Station : 0354 2254422

3. Darjeeling Municipality :
0354 2254406

4. District Hospital: 2254218, 2252131
Darjeeling and Dooars Nursing Home
(Planters Hospital) : 2254337

- NEED TO KNOW

5.
KURSEONG

1
2
&
4

COOCH BEHAR
e

2 Fire Brigade (cob) 03582 225434
38

4.

. Hospital : 0354 2344333, 2344590,

Red Cross Society Ambulance :
2256352

Fire Station : 2259333, 2252121

Police : 03542330222

Fire: 03452344411

Municipality : 0354 2344286, 2345195,
Fax : 2344286

2345473, Emergency Ward : 2345460

Kotowali Police Station :
03582 228100

Coochbehar Sadar Hospital :
03582 222243
Ambulance (cob) : 03582 227693

epaper.thestatesman.com
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Stock markets remain
under pressure; selling
inmetal, autoand IT

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

he Indian Stock

Markets on Friday

remained under

pressure. Nifty
extended losing streak to the
fourth consecutive session.
Selling was seen in metal, auto
and IT stocks weighed on the
benchmarks.

At close, the Sensex was
down 70.71 points or 0.09 per
cent at 78,009.25, and the
Nifty was down 29.85 points
or 0.12 per cent at 24,366.
Nifty midcap index fell 0.5
per cent and smallcap index
declined 0.7 per cent. For the
week, BSE Sensex shed 0.6
per cent and Nifty lost 0.8 per
cent.

Among the sectors, Nifty
Media was up 096 per cent
and Consumer Durables up
by 0.76 per cent. However, all
other sectoral indices ended
in the red.

! | 'F' ’
F= ;

In some of the key sectors,
Pharma, Metal, PSU Bank,
and Auto indices declined
over half a per cent while Bank
Nifty declined 0.25 per cent,
and Financial Services index
slipped 043 per cent.

On Nifty, around 39 stocks
ended in the red in the Nifty
S0index. Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles, Jio Financial Services,
and Asian Paints were the top

laggards while Apollo Hospitals,
Bharti Airtel,and Adani Ports
and Special Economic Zone
ended as the top gainers in
the index.

Nearly 160 stocks touched
52-week high including Aether
Industries, Welspun Living,
Honasa Consumer, HEG,
Minda Corporation, Pidilite
Industries, Ajanta Pharma,
United Spirits, Neuland

Laboratories, Welspun Corp,
Gland Pharma, Radico Khaitan,
One 97 Communications
(Paytm) and Netweb
Technologies, among others.

Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Investments Limited
said, "Markets remained
range-bound through the
week amid elevated crude
and persistent global
uncertainty. While
softer-than-expected U.S.
labour market data initially
supported expectations of a
patient Fed, the subsequent
rebound in crude shifted
focus back to inflation risks
and evolving geopolitical
developments. Domestically,
better-than-expected corporate
earnings, stability in the rupee,
moderation in the domestic
10-year bond yield and a
gradual improvement in FII
participation provided support
to the domestic macro
environment despite external
headwinds."

RBIpolicyresetspurscapitalhopes

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 14 August

India’s banking sector could
attract nearly $50 billion due
tothe Reserve Bank of India’s
recent liquidity measures and
regulatory changes, potentially
strengthening capital buffers
and liquidity, a report said
on Friday.

The report from consulting
company Uniqus Consultech
said banks have already
mobilised $36.7 billion under
the RBI's FCNR(B) deposit
scheme and industry estimates
suggest inflows could approach
$50 billion before the special
window closes.

"Indian banks are entering
a new phase of regulatory
transformation with the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) advancing
reforms across liquidity, credit
risk, capital adequacy, customer
conduct, and artificial intelligence

governance,' the report said.

The agency said the FCNR(B)
swap facility and the temporary
removal of NRI deposit rate
ceilings have made foreign
currency deposits more attractive
by reducing hedging costs
and enabling banks to offer
materially higher rates.

"The RBI's latest actions
indicate that Indian banking
regulation is moving beyond
traditional prudential oversight
toward anintegrated framework
covering capital, risk, customer
outcomes, and technology
governance,” said Sagar Lakhani,
Partner, Uniqus Consultech.

"While liquidity-support
measures such asthe FCNR(B)
swap facility are attracting
substantial foreign capital,
the simultaneous introduction
of forward-looking credit-risk
provisioningand Al governance
requirements reflects the
regulator's focus on building

amoreresilient and future-ready
banking sector," Lakhani said.

Banks that successfully
align capital planning, risk
management, and technology
governance will be best
positioned to navigate this
transition, he forecasted.

The transition to the ECL
framework and revised Basel
III credit-risk norms represents
one of the most significant
shifts in banking regulation
in recent years, the report
said.

The reforms prompted
banks to reassess how they
price loans, allocate capital,
measure profitability, and
manage portfolio risk.

Another report said that
India's capital account surplus
is now expected to increase
to approximately $108 billion,
compared with a surplus of
just $2 billion in the previous
year.

Railways collected3168 crorein
irregular superfast surcharge: CAG

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

The Indian Railways collected
around 168 crore in superfast
surcharge from passengerson
trains that did not meet the
prescribed speed criteria, the
Comptrollerand Auditor General
of India (CAG) has found.

Theirregular collection took
place between April 2022 and
March 2023 and involved more
than 190 trains, according to
thelatestaudit findings. Under
railway rules, atrain can qualify
for the superfast surcharge
only if its average speed in
boththeupand downdirections
is at least 55 kmph.

The average speed is
determined using theend-to-end
distance covered by atrainand
the correspondingjourney time.

The audit found that the

issue persisted despite the
Railways acknowledging the
discrepancy.

According to the CAG, the
matter was raised with the
national transporter in August
2024, following which the
Railways accepted the audit's
observations and informed the
auditor about corrective measures
being considered.

However, a subsequent
examination of data from the
Integrated Coach Management
System (ICMS) showed that
100 of the 190 trains flagged
by theaudit were still operating
below the 55-kmph threshold
as of March 2026.

Passengers travelling on
these trains continued to be
charged the superfast surcharge,
the CAG said,despiteinstructions
issued by the Ministry of
Railways in November 2025.

The continued levy indicates
that the ministry's directions
had notbeen fullyimplemented
by the concerned railway zones,
according to the audit report.

The auditor has called on
the Railways to review and
revise train schedules toensure
that the superfast classification
accurately reflects actual operating
speeds.

It has recommended that
only trains meeting the prescribed
speed requirement should be
designated as superfast and
subjected to the additional
surcharge.

The findings raise questions
over the implementation of
railway pricing rules and the
mechanism used to ensure
that passengers are charged
additional fares only when the
prescribed service criteria are
met.

SEBI eases
rules for bond
platforms

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 14 August

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has
widened the range of products
that canbe offered by online
bond platform providers
(OBPPs), allowing them to
distribute securities and
investment  products
regulated by the International
Financial Services Centres
Authority (IFSCA) in GIFT
City. The move is expected
to improve ease of doing
business while expanding
investment opportunities
for retail investors. Under
therevised framework, OBPPs
can now offer products
regulated by SEBI, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI), the Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA) and IFSCA.

SEBI has also permitted
the distribution of specified
tax-saving bonds issued
under Section S4EC of the
Income-tax Act, 1961, and
Section 85 of the Income-tax
Act, 2025, through these
platforms.

The regulator said
IFSCA-regulated products
must be offered in line with
the framework governing
SEBI-registered stockbrokers
operating in GIFT City’s
International Financial Services
Centre. Such offerings must
also comply with the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA), including overseas
investment rules and limits
under the Liberalised
Remittance Scheme (LRS).
To avoid confusion, online
bond platforms must clearly
identify IFSCA-regulated
products asinternational or
overseas investments and
specify the applicable grievance
redressal mechanism.

The Statesman

Wholesale priceinflation easesto9.78 pc
inJuly,food pricesremainconcern

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

India’s wholesale price inflation
moderated slightly to 9.78
per cent in July 2026 from
9.87 per centin June, even as
food-related wholesale prices
continued to show an upward
trend, according to provisional
datareleased by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry
on Wednesday.

The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) for all commodities
stood at 1100 in July, marginally
lower than 110.2 recorded in
June.

Inflation across primary
articles accelerated to 8.52
per cent in July from 7 per
cent in the previous month.
Manufacturing inflation also
picked up, rising to 8.29 per
cent from 748 per cent. In
contrast, inflation in the fuel
and power basket eased sharply

to 20.05 per cent from 2741
per cent in June.

The ministry said mineral
oils,food items, basic metals,
non-food articles, manufactured
food products, and chemicals
were among the key contributors
to wholesale price inflation
during the month.

The WPI Food Index, which
combines food articles under
primary articles with
manufactured food products,
rose to 6.65 per cent in July
from 6.14 per cent in June.

Within primary articles,
inflation in food articles
remained broadly stable at
5.44 per cent,compared with
549 per cent in June. However,
non-food articles saw a
significant acceleration, with
inflation rising to 17.66 per
cent from 11.07 per cent.
Mineral prices also increased,
pushing inflation in the minerals
category to 13.28 per cent

from 945 per cent.

The fuel and power segment
provided some relief to overall
wholesale inflation. Mineral
oils inflation fell to 32.4 per
cent in July from 46.48 per
cent in June, while inflation
in crude petroleum and natural
gas declined to 2699 per cent
from 34.75 per cent.

Electricity prices also moved
into positive territory, with
inflation at 1.09 per cent in
July compared with a
contraction of 0.76 per cent
in June.

Price pressures strengthened
across several manufacturing
segments. Inflation in
manufactured food products
rose to 8.89 per cent in July
from 7.2 per cent a month
earlier.

Textile inflation climbed
to 12.8 per cent from 10.85
per cent, while inflation in
basic metals edged up to12.56

per cent from 12.31 per cent.
Chemicals and chemical
products recorded inflation
of13.12 per cent, up from12.78
per cent in June.

The ministry also revised
the final WPI index for May
2026 to 110.1 from the earlier
provisional reading of 1099.
As a result, WPI inflation for
May was revised upwards to
988 per cent from the previously
reported 9.68 per cent.

The final May figures were
based on a weighted response
rate of 98.14 per cent. For the
provisional July estimate, the
weighted response rate stood
at 78.55 per cent.

Meanwhile, the all-India
Output Producer Price Index
for all commodities remained
unchanged at 1099 in July.
The trial Input Producer Price
Index for the manufacturing
sector stood at 1059 during
the month.

Technology-drivenfasterlogistics
keyto Viksit Bharat: Piyush Goyal

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 14 August

Technology is helping make
India's logistics ecosystem
simpler, faster and more
efficient, strengthening the
competitiveness of domestic
industry and supporting the
country's manufacturingand
exportambitions, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Friday as the
Logistics Data Bank (LDB)
achieved the milestone of
tracking 10 crore EXIM
containers.

He said efficient logistics
would play a crucial role in
strengthening manufacturing,
expanding India's presence
inglobal markets and realising
the Prime Minister's vision
of a Viksit Bharat.

“The tracking of 10 crore
containers through the Logistics
Data Bank is an important
milestone in India’s logistics
journey. Technology is helping
us make logistics simpler,
faster and more efficient, while
improving the competitiveness
of Indian industry,” Goyal said.

“Efficient logistics will be
central to strengthening
manufacturing, expanding
our presence in global markets
and realising the Prime Minister’s
vision of a Viksit Bharat,”
Goyal added.

The Logistics Data Bank
provides end-to-end visibility
of EXIM container movement
across India through RFID-based
tracking technology.

The platform currently offers
visibility into 100 per cent of
the country's EXIM container
movement, covering 19 ports
and 32 container terminals.

Its network spans 103 Inland

Container Depots (ICDs),439
Container Freight Stations
(CFSs),empty yards, parking
plazas and industrial zones,
along with 89 manufacturing
Special Economic Zones (SEZs),
5,569 railway stations, 269
toll plazas and three Integrated
Check Posts.

The platform enables
stakeholders to monitor
container movement across
thelogistics chain and generates
analytics related to dwell time,
transit time, and port and
terminal performance.

The data helps logistics
operators, exporters,importers
and policymakers identify
bottlenecks and improve
operational efficiency.

In September 2025, Piyush
Govyallaunched LDB 2.0, which
significantly enhanced the
platform's capabilities.

The upgraded version
introduced high-seas tracking
of India's export containers
and provided multimodal
shipment visibility, allowing
users to monitor cargo
movements more
comprehensively.

India’sforexreservessurge $14.1
billiontocross $707billion mark

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 14 August

India's foreign exchange
reserves rose sharply by $14.136
billion during the week ended
August 7, crossing the $707
billion mark, driven by a
significantincrease in foreign
currency assets and gold
reserves, according to data
released by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Friday.
Inrupee terms, the country’s
reserves expanded by Rs1.19
lakh crore during the reporting
week to Rs 67.32 lakh crore,
underscoring the strength of
India's external sector position.
The rise was led by an
increase in foreign currency
assets (FCAs), which constitute
thelargest share of the country's
forex reserves. FCAs climbed
by $9946 billion to $574.625

billion during the week.

Gold reserves also witnessed
a substantial increase, rising
by $3.995 billion to $108.738
billion.

The value of Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs) with the
International Monetary Fund
increased by $79 million to
$18.745 billion.

Meanwhile, India's reserve
position with the International
Monetary Fund rose by $116
million to $4.894 billion.

With the latest increase,
the country's forex reserves
have grown by $15.894 billion
since the end of March 2026.

Onan annual basis, reserves
have expanded by $13.384
billion, reflecting continued
strength in external balances
and capital inflows.

Theriseinreserves provides
an additional buffer against

external shocks and helps
support the stability of the
rupee amid fluctuations in
global financial markets and
commodity prices.

Foreign exchange reserves,
managed by the RBI, comprise
foreign currency assets, gold
holdings, SDRs and the reserve
tranche position with the
IMF, and are closely watched
as anindicator of a country's
ability to meet external
obligations and manage
currency volatility.

Meanwhile, the value of
gold reserves increased by
$1.685 billion to $104.743
billion during the week ended
31 July, the RBI said.

For the same period, foreign
currency assets, a major
component of the reserves,
increased by $8.750 billion
to $564.680 billion.

National
vendors’ meet
boosts rooftop
solar push

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

A National Vendors’ Meet
under the PM-Surya Ghar:
Muft Bijli Yojana (PMSG:MBY)
was jointly organised by the
West Bengal State Electricity
Distribution Company Limited
(WBSEDCL) and REC Ltd in
Kolkata to strengthen
implementation of the scheme
and accelerate rooftop solar
adoption across West Bengal.

The meeting was chaired
by Mr Santanu Basu, IAS,
Principal Secretary, Power
Department, Government of
West Bengal. Representatives
fromRECLtd, CESC, the state
government, national and
state vendors, financial
institutions and training
partners attended the event.

Addressing the gathering,
Mr Basu emphasised that
stronger collaboration among
stakeholders would help speed
up rooftop solarinstallations
and ensure effective
implementation of the Centre’s
flagship scheme.

Ms S. Jayanthi, Executive
Director, REC Ltd, urged
national vendors to deploy
adequate manpower and
expand their channel partner
networks across the state.
She assured stakeholders of
REC’s continued support in
resolving issues faced by
vendors, consumers and
distribution companies.

REC officials also highlighted
measures to improve vendor
participation, maintain
installation quality, strengthen
vendor ratings and expand
training and capacity-building
programmes.

Finance Minister, RBIGovernordiscuss cross-borderpaymentsat BRICS Financemeet

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

Union Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
Reserve Bank of India
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
co-chaired the BRICS
Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors
meeting with discussions
focusing on financial
stability, cross-border
payments and cooperation
among central banks.

The RBI said Malhotra
underlined the importance
of central banks in
safeguarding price and

financial stability. He also
stressed that greater
coordination among
monetary authorities would
be important for developing
a financial system that is
more resilient, efficient and
inclusive.

During the meeting, the
RBI Governor reviewed the
progress of various central
bank initiatives across key
areas. These included
information security, fintech,
cross-border payment
systems, sustainable finance
and capacity building.

The discussions also
covered the Contingent
Reserve Arrangement, a

financial safety mechanism
aimed at providing liquidity
support to BRICS economies
facing short-term balance of
payments pressures.

On the sidelines of the
BRICS meeting, Sitharaman
held bilateral discussions
with Indonesia's Vice
Minister of Finance Juda
Agung in Jaipur.

The talks covered
financial sector
development, international
financial services, trade and
mechanisms to deepen
economic ties between India
and Indonesia.

Sitharaman highlighted
the momentum in bilateral

relations following high-level
visits between the two
countries. The Finance
Ministry said India's Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
visit to Indonesia last month
had further strengthened the
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership between the two
nations.

The two sides discussed
opportunities for greater
cooperation in international
financial services, including
sharing expertise on the
establishment and operation
of financial centres. They
also reviewed the
India-Indonesia Economic
and Financial Dialogue and

epaper.thestatesman.com

explored ways to strengthen
bilateral trade. Local
currency transactions were
another key area of
discussion, as both countries
seek to deepen financial
linkages and facilitate trade.

India and Indonesia also
agreed on the need for closer
coordination in multilateral
institutions, particularly as
members of the Global
South.

The discussions
highlighted the importance
of sustaining economic
growth amid continued
global uncertainties. Both
sides pointed to structural
reforms, infrastructure

investment and Digital
Public Infrastructure as
important drivers of
macroeconomic stability
and long-term growth.

Agung also acknowledged
India's economic
performance and resilience,
according to the Ministry of
Finance.

The BRICS meeting
comes as member countries
seek to strengthen financial
cooperation and build
greater resilience against
global economic and
financial shocks through
closer coordination among
central banks and finance
ministries.

ernor, Reserve Bank of |
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Rahul, Kharge raise alarm over alleged

Chinese military activity in Arunachal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

ongress leader and

Leader of Opposition

in the Lok Sabha

Rahul Gandhi and
Congress President and Leader
of the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge on
Friday raised serious concerns
over reports of increased
Chinese military activity along
the Line of Actual Control in
Arunachal Pradesh,
demanding that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his government come clean
on the situation and clarify
whether Indian troops have
lost access to traditional
patrolling areas.

In separate posts on social
media platform X, the two
senior Congress leaders accused
the Modi government of
maintaining silence over the
alleged developments and
questioned whether the
government was prioritising

i b -':rrh TISCHT WA
Era B ital T

refliz wdim

R

the Prime Minister’s political
image over national security.
Gandhi alleged that the
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) had prevented
Indian troops from patrolling
at several places in Arunachal
Pradesh, describing the reports
s “extremely concerning”.
He also alleged that instead
of taking steps to stop China,
the government was attempting
to prevent the news from
reaching the public by putting
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pressure on the media.

“In Arunachal Pradesh,
China has stopped our army
from patrolling at several
places ~ this is extremely
worrying,” Gandhi said in his
post. “But even more worrying
is the silence from Rajnath
Singh ji, Amit Shah ji and
Narendra Modi ji. Instead of
stopping China, the Modi
government is putting pressure
on the media to stop this
news.”

Gandhi was referring to
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah while demanding
an explanation from the
government over the reported
situation along the sensitive
border. He also invoked the
2020 Galwan Valley clash, in
which 20 Indian soldiers were
killed in a violent confrontation
with Chinese troops, arguing
that the government's
subsequent handling of the
border dispute had already
raised questions about
transparency.

“The country still remembers
the Prime Minister’s statement
after Galwan, in which, by
saying that China had not
taken even an inch of our
land, he caused immense
damage to India,” Gandhi
said.

“Even today, the same
operation to save his image
is continuing ~ and a Prime
Minister who prioritises his
fakeimage over the country’s

security is extremely dangerous
for the country, he alleged.

Kharge, in his post, sought
specific answers from the
government about the reported
situation in the Taksing sector
of Arunachal Pradesh and
the status of Indian access to
designated patrolling points.

“After Galwan, now Arunachal
Pradesh?” Kharge asked,
describing the reports as
“disturbing” and alleging that
China was attempting to push
further into areas of Arunachal
Pradesh, which he described
as “an inalienable part of
our nation”.

Kharge questioned whether
the PLA had expanded its
presence near Taksing and
whether India had lost regular
access to Shera-5,a designated
Patrolling Point. He also sought
an explanation for reports
that Indian patrolling was
limited during winter in the
sensitive sector while Chinese
troops maintained a year-round
presence.

Allahabad HC dismisses PIL against
UP Kanwar route meat shop closures

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Prayagraj, 14 August

The Allahabad High Court
has dismissed a public interest
litigation (PIL) challenging
the closure of chicken and
mutton shops on the Kanwar
route during the month of
Shravan in Uttar Pradesh.
The court ruled that the
petitioner is a lawyer and
has filed the petition in

publicity interest, not public
interest. The order was passed
by a division bench of Chief
Justice Arun Bhasin and
Justice Kshitij Shailendra
here on Friday.

The PIL was filed by Amroha
lawyer Nasir Farooq.The PIL
stated that the police had
closed chicken shopslocated
offthe Kanwar route in Amroha
by issuing undated notice
and this has jeopardised the
livelihoods of hundreds of
people.

The public interest litigation
sought the High Court’s
intervention in the matter
and sought the cancellation
oftheundated noticeissued.

The petitioner argued that
the notice only mentioned
four Mondays, but chicken
and mutton shops were not
allowed to open throughout
the month of Shravan.

Mayawaticondemns ‘purification’ of
Kharge’s stage,demands strictaction

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Lucknow, 14 August

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
President Mayawati on Friday
described the alleged
‘purification’ of the stage
used by Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge after his
event in Haldwani,
Uttarakhand, as highly
condemnable and concerning,
She demanded that the
government take strict legal
action against those
responsible, whom she
described as casteist and
feudal elements.

In a statement posted on
social media platform X,
Mayawati said that the stage
used by Kharge in Haldwani
was allegedly ‘purified’ after
his event because he is a
Dalit. She added that the

matter had also been raised
in Parliament and described
the incident as highly
condemnable and concerning,
The BSP president said
the government should take
promptand stringent action
under the law against those
responsible and ensure that
they are brought to justice.
Shealsourged theleadership
of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) to take the
incident seriously. Mayawati
said there were calls todeprive

economically better-off Dalits
of reservation benefits and
added that such incidents
underscored the need for
serious consideration of the
issue.

Mayawati also described
the attack on Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal in Nanded, Maharashtra,
as extremely unfortunate
and concerning. She said the
Central and Maharashtra
governments should take
the incident seriously and
initiate strict legal action
against those responsible.

The BSP chief said
governments must take such
incidents seriously and ensure
stringent action against the
culprits. She also stressed
the need for effective measures
to curb social discrimination
and violence.
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Border vigil

BSF personnel with a dog squad keep a vigil along the
India-Bangladesh border at Lankamura as security
arrangements intensify ahead of Independence Day, in

Agartala on Friday. Acencies

1947 Partition testamentto
Congress’ cowardice, says
CM Yogi Adityanath

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Lucknow, 14 August

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath today said
that the partition of the country
in 1947 is a testament to the
cowardice of the Congress
party.

“Had Sardar Patel been
Prime Minister at that time,
or had the country’sleadership
like Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,noonewould havebeen
able to harm our country,” he
claimed while addressing a
programme organised at
Lucknow’s Lok Bhavan to
commemorate the Partition
Horrors Memorial Day.

Yogi Adityanath further
claimed that: “If the country
had leadership like PM Modi
in 1947, our country would
never have been divided and
millions of people would not
have been massacred.”

Earlier, the Chief Minister
joined a ‘silent Padyatra’from
Patel statue to Lok Bhavanin
Lucknow, in which Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak
and other BJP leaders
participated.

Yogialleged that due tothe
Congress party’s cowardice,
the partition resulted in the
massacreof millions of Hindus,
Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs.

The Chief Minister said that
India was enslaved for two
reasons, one of which was
internal conflict. Due tointernal
conflicts and conspiracies
based on caste, region and
language, the country became
weak. This resulted in slavery.

“Because of these internal
conflicts, we were unable to
fight collectively. Its adverse
consequences wereinevitable.
The country became enslaved.
India, which had been united
since time immemorial, was
fragmented.”

The Chief Minister further
added that after Partition,
during Congress rule, the
enemy properties were
distributed. Private properties
were created. What should
have happened was that
Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and
Sikhs who had come from
Pakistan should have been
helped tosettle,but they were
nothelped. Land was distributed
arbitrarily.

MonsoonreturnstoUttar Pradesh,
heavyrains submerge low—lymg areas

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Lucknow, 14 August

The monsoon has become
active again in Uttar Pradesh
with wide spread rains were
reported from almost all the
75 districts since on Friday.
On early Friday morning,
intermittent drizzle has been
falling in 10 cities, including
Lucknow, Barabanki, Bareilly,
and Sambhal. The remaining
districts are cloudy. A rainalert
has been issued for all 75
districts today with heavy rain
is possible in 15 districts.
Besides, on Thursday, Agra
recorded the highest rainfall
of 66 mm. Lalitpur received
60 mm, Etah 57 mm, Ballia

364 mm, Azamgarh 28.8 mm,
and Gorakhpur 26.3mm. The
rainbrought down temperatures
and brought relief from the
humid heat.
According tothe Meteorologjcal
Department, the monsoon has
reactivated in the state. Its
effects will be felt until 17
August. During this period,

intermittent light tomoderate
rainis expected in many areas.
Duetothe widespread rainfall,
maximum temperatures may
drop by four to six degrees
Celsius over the next three
days.

On Friday, a heavy rain
warning was issued for 28
districtsinthe state. Thunderstorm

alerts wereissued for S5districts.

Senior scientist Atul Kumar
Singh of the Regional
Meteorological Center stated
that the low pressure area in
the Bay of Bengal has developed
into a depression. Due to this,
monsoon activity is expected
to continue in the state until
17 August.

Meanwhile, due to rain in
themountains,10 riversin UP,
including the Ganga, Yamuna,
and Sharda, arein spate. More
than 80 villages in 16 districts
are affected by flooding.

Thefloods have hit 49 villages
in Farrukhabad, the worst
affected.In Unnao, the Ganga'
waters have entered homes,
forcing people tolive on rooftops.

Partition Horrors Memorial Day marked in Kashi,

SwatantraDev Singh attends as chief guest

EARLIER, ASILENTPROCESSION WAS TAKEN OUT FROM J.P.
MEHTA INTER COLLEGETO THE CIRCUITHOUSE UNDERTHE
LEADERSHIP OF WATER POWER MINISTER SWATANTRA DEV

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Varanasi, 14 August

Uttar Pradesh Water Power
Minister Swatantra Dev Singh
on Friday said thatevery citizen
should learn from the tragedy
of the country’s Partition and
work together to strengthen
the nation’s unity and integrity
by prioritising its national spirit.

Addressing the programme
organised inthe Circuit House
auditorium on the occasion of
Partition Horrors Memorial
Day, Mr. Singh said that India
gained independence on 15
August, 1947, but Pakistan
separated from India a day
earlier, on 14 August. During
the Partition, a large number
of people from both countries
lost their lives and millions

SINGH.

were displaced. In memory of
thistragedy, Partition Horrors
Memorial Day’ is observed
every year on 14 August.
Addressing the programme,
Ravindra Jaiswal, Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
for Stamps, Court Fees and
Registration, said thateveryone
should learn from this historical
tragedy and pledge tostrengthen
national unity and integrity.
On this occasion, Tilak Raj
Kapoor, Kamal Kishore Vasudey,
Atmaram Shadija, Ramesh

Badlaniand Lalchand Rupani
from the Sindhi and Punjabi
community were honoured
with robes and mementos

District Magistrate Satyendra
Kumar, Chief Development
Officer Prakhar Kumar Singh,
and other publicrepresentatives
and officials were present at
the programme.

Earlier, a silent procession
was taken out from J.P. Mehta
Inter College to the Circuit
House under the leadership
of Water Power Minister Swatantra
Dev Singh.

My WhatsApp
account was
closed under
BJP’s political
pressure, Ajay
Rai alleges

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Lucknow, 14 August

Uttar Pradesh Congress
Committee President Ajay
Rai has alleged that digital
actionis being taken against
him for raising his voice
against the BJP government’s
policies, alleged scams and
failures.

He claimed that his
WhatsApp account had been
banned under political pressure
and that he was not even
being given the right to seek
a review of the decision.

In a Facebook post on
Friday, Mr Rai said he was
being punished for continuously
raising his voice against the
BJP government's policies
and its alleged failures. He
alleged that his WhatsApp
account had been closed
under political pressure from
the BJP.

The Congress leader said
that, along with the banning
of his account, his right to
seek a review had also been
taken away. Calling the move
dictatorial, he said that no
matter how many digital
tactics the BJP uses, the
Congress will not back down
from fighting for the people.

He stated that the Congress
would continue toraise public
issues from the streets to
Parliament and question the
government’s policies.

Rai demanded that
WhatsApp and Meta
immediately restore his
account. He said that attempts
to suppress voices on social
media and other digital
platforms were against
democratic values.

HIVsurgeinMeghalaya; 558 new cases detectedinjustthreemonths

UNITED ENWS OF INDIA
Shillong, 14 August

Meghalaya detected 558
HIV-positive cases among
the general population
between April and June
this year, while 60
pregnant women tested
positive for HIV during the
same period, an official
said on Friday.

The figures were
released by the Meghalaya
AIDS Control Society
(MACS) following the
statewide launch of the
Intensified IEC Campaign
3.0 on 12 August at Lady
Keane College, Shillong.

According to the HIV
Estimation Report 2025,
Meghalaya has 9,244
people living with HIV
(PLHIV).

The intensified
campaign aims to
strengthen awareness and
outreach on HIV and AIDS
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across the state, with
MAGCS planning a wide
range of community-based
activities.

The campaign includes
1,026 village-level
meetings, 3,000 awareness
sessions in schools and 85
sessions in colleges,
besides 30 folk
performances and 30 flash

mobs.

Around 15,000
households will be reached
through door-to-door
awareness activities, while
12 special camps will be
organised in government
hospitals and 10 pop-up
awareness booths set up
across Meghalaya.

The Meghalaya

government on 12 August
launched the Statewide
Intensified IEC campaign
3.0 to scale up HIV/AIDS
awareness, prevention
strategies, diagnostic
testing, and medical
treatment across the state.
Health and Family
Welfare Minister
Wailadmiki Shylla has

THEINTENSIFIED CAMPAIGN
AIMSTO STRENGTHEN
AWARENESS AND OUTREACH
ON HIVAND AIDS ACROSS THE
STATE, WITH MACS PLANNING
AWIDERANGE OF
COMMUNITY-BASED
ACTIVITIES.

called upon the people of
the State to reject
discrimination against
people living with HIV and
extend support by
encouraging HIV testing,
timely treatment and care.
“HIV cannot be the
responsibility of MACS
alone and requires
collective efforts from
various deportments,
educational institutions,
local communities, civil
society organisations,
healthcare workers,
parents, teachers and
young people,” Shylla said.
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UPgovernmenttostrengthenteachers,
improvetrainingthrough ‘Unnati’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Lucknow, 14 August

How effective should teacher
training be forits real benefits
to reach teacher preparation
and children's learning?

With this question at the
centre, the Uttar Pradesh
government has given a new
directiontothe training system
through ‘Unnati’ by linking
teacher capacity development
with technology-based
monitoring and academic
quality.

Trainingis being monitored
online through ‘Unnati’ to
ensure continuous quality
assessmentand toensure that
the pedagogical understanding
and effective teaching methods
gained during training do not
weaken as trainees progress
tothenextlevel. Theacademic
capacity of primary school

teachers and Shiksha Mitras
isbeing strengthened through
a five-day training based on
FLN and NCERT textbooks.

Officials here on Friday said,
‘Unnati’ (Unified Network for
Nurturing Academic Training
and Innovations) is an online
supervision systemtostrengthen
teacher training. It aims to
make training more effective
and minimise cascadeloss, so
that the core content, pedagogical
understanding, and effective
teaching methods of training
donotweaken as they progress
from one level to another.
Online supervision will help
monitor training activities and
understand emerging training
needs. This will enable necessary
steps to improve the quality
and impact of training.

The training focuses on
strengthening foundational
literacy and numeracy (FLN)

and the effectiveuse of NCERT
textbooks. Teachers arebeing
prepared tointegrate textbook
content with activities and
effective teaching processes
tailored to children's learning
levels and classroom needs.
The objective is to strengthen
basicunderstanding of language
and mathematics while
enhancing teacher teaching
effectiveness.

To ensure the quality of the
training, online supervision
willbe provided through video
conferencing by State Project
Office officials, experts, and
consultants. For this purpose,
it is mandatory to provide a
high-resolution webcam in
each training hall. A
microphone/sound system will
be provided to ensure clear
audibility of participants,and
high-speed internet will be
provided for online connectivity.
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of community and hierarchy. The
republic therefore began with an
extraordinary promise and an
uncomfortable truth: political
independence had arrived before
social independence.

That tension shaped the next
generation's understanding of the
word. For those who lived through
Partition and the freedom movement,
independence was a memory with a
body count and a date, testimonial,

Sovereignty to Age

SAYANTAN NANDI

here is something revealing in

I the origin of the word

independence. It derives from

the Latin independens: in, meaning

“not”, and dependere, meaning “to
hang from”.

At its most literal, independence
means not hanging from another. It
describes a severance, the cutting of
a connection that has made one
dependent.

That was, inevitably, what
independence meant to Indiain1947.
A foreign power would no longer rule
the country; decisions about its future
would no longer be made elsewhere.
After nearly two centuries of colonial
rule, the achievement required no
elaboration. India was free because
Britain was gone.

On the eve of the 80th Independence
Day, it’s perhaps time to recognise
that the meaning of independence
has outlived its occasion.

We inherited the word at the moment
of severance, when
‘not-hanging-from-Britain’ was our
mantra. But a nation, like a person,
cannot live indefinitely by reaching

a single destination. Sooner or later
the question turns from what you are
free from to what you are free for and
it is in that turn of meaning that the
nation has spent the last seventy-nine
years trying to answer.

Each generation has supplied a
different answer. Seen this way, the
history of independent India is not
simply the story of a nation
consolidating sovereignty. It is the
story of independence moving steadily
inward from the freedom of a country
to determine its own destiny to the
freedom of its citizens to determine
something of their own.

Jawaharlal Nehru perhaps
understood this better, asis evidenced
in his ‘Tryst with Destiny’ speech.
While remembered for its emotional
resonance, the more important aspect
was its refusal to regard Independence
as completion. The pledges made to
India, he acknowledged, could be
redeemed only “in substantial measure”.
Poverty, ignorance, disease and
inequality remained. The political
revolution had taken place; the social
revolution had not.

AmbedKkar, in his final address to
the Constituent Assembly, presented

the issue more starkly. He warned
that a nation that had achieved political
equality while leaving social and
economic life unequal was building
on acontradiction it could not sustain
indefinitely. More recently, political
scientist Partha Chatterjee made a
related point describing how the
postcolonial nation-state inherited
the ‘form’ of Western sovereignty,
parliaments, elections, a written
constitution, while its social life kept
running on the older, unresolved logic

singular, non-negotiable, something
you had earned the right to define
because you had bled for it. For them,
independence became associated
with self-reliance, institution-building
and the extraordinary ambition of a
poor country attempting to build a
modern state.

Their children, the generation of
the License Raj and the Emergency,
inherited independence as an
institution rather than an event, and
their central anxiety was whether the

state that had won freedom from
empire could be trusted not to become
itsown a fear vindicated, for eighteen
months in the mid-seventies, in the
starkest way possible.

The generation after 1991 inherited
independence as market rather than
state, freedom recast as the end of
licenses and queues, the citizen
reimagined as consumer before being
reimagined as rights-bearer.

And the present generation in a
public sphere which is at once more
open and more policed than ever
before is arguably the first to need
the word in something closer to its
original, harder sense: freedom from
restrictions. For them, independence
is therefore becoming a more
complicated and intimate idea. It is
no longer sufficient to ask whether
India is free to determine its own
affairs. This is where the meaning of
independence has travelled furthest
fromits etymological beginning. What
started as not depending on another
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has gradually become a demand for
the conditions that make genuine
agency possible. And that is why the
annual celebration can sometimes
feel strangely disconnected from the
contemporary experience of freedom.
The ceremony commemorates a
historic severance, while citizens
increasingly experience independence
through a different set of questions.

The young Indian who wants to
marry without caste restrictions, the
woman who wants to decide whether
and when to have children, the student
who wants to question authority, the
worker who wants fair conditions,
the citizen who wants privacy from
an intrusive state or corporation —
all are making claims about
independence. They are not asking
tobe free from society. They are asking
for enough autonomy within society
to participate in it without being
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entirely defined by its inherited
hierarchies.

This also makes the generational
journey clearer. The generation of the
freedom struggle sought sovereignty.
The generation that built the republic
sought self-reliance. Those who lived
through the Emergency demanded
constitutional safeguards. The
generation of liberalisation discovered
economic choice. The generation
growing up today is asking for
something more fundamental: agency
and dignity.

These are not competing meanings
of independence. They are layers of
the same idea.

The journey is therefore from
freedom ‘from’ to freedom ‘for’: freedom
from colonial rule, freedom from
arbitrary power, freedom from inherited
constraints and freedom for dignity;,
participation, opportunity and
self-determination.

That is a more demanding idea of
independence than the one India
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celebrated in 1947. It is also the one
that may matter most now.

A transformed independence would
measure itself less by the absence of
arulingbody and more by the presence
of accountable institutions, the freedom
not to be governed arbitrarily, exercised
daily rather than once a year. That
would mean acitizen'sindependence
and the state's answerability moving
in the same directioninstead of being
traded off against each other, which
is closer to what Ambedkar seemed
to be reaching for than to anything
that either the statist decades or the
market decades fully built. It is the
implicitly triumphant idea the tricolour
actually carries. It may also be the
only version of the word capable of
surviving another eighty years or
more.

THE WRITER IS FORMER CEO AND INDEPENDENT
COMMENTATOR ON SOCIOPOLITICAL ISSUES.

Batwara 1947:
During Times Of Hatred,
The Healing Touch

5

PROF. GOURI SANKAR NAG

tend to struggle for power and

SUBHASH KJHA

these days which tells

you not to hate the other
community, and to look for
the enemy within. In Ms
Sathyu’s milestone classic
on the Partition Garm Hawa,
there was an old lady who
hid in the kitchen because
she didn’t want to leave her
home. Mai, the character
that the great Shabana Azmi
plays, is an extension of that
briefly but vividly etched
character. After all these
years I haven’t forgotten
that character.Idon’t
think I will forget
Mai either: stubborn, playful,
generous and clever, Shabana
Mai just steals our hearts.
The actress deserves another
National award for this
performance.

Asfor Sunny Deol, he has
grown into a formidable
actor, far ahead in nuanced
characterization than all his
contemporaries. His
portrayal of Sikandar Mirza
seems like a direct
descendent of Balraj Sahni’s
Salim Mirzain Garm Hawa,
migrating into mayhem from
India to Pakistan during the
carnage in 1947, only to find
himself fighting to protect
an old Hindu woman in
Lahore who waits endlessly
for her(slain)son to return

I tisveryraretoseeafilm

l\liome. The bonding between

Deol and Azmi is
indescribably poignant. They
are separated by religion
but joined at the hip by an
invisible umbilical cord.
Oozing empathy, Deol’s love
for his adopted mother
reaches out of every frame.
The message here is not
broadcasted from rooftops.
The bonding of empathy
and the hero’s adamant
resolve that humanism
comes above religion,
resonates across the
film with a feral intensity. I
don’t think Sunny Deol
has played a more heroic
character in his entire
career. This is a man who

won't let an old woman be
hurt by mobsters just because
she is in the wrong
community.

Whatlines Deol has been
given to speak! The
intermittent introspections
on humanism and
communal harmony never
sound like pulpit prattle.
Deol assumes the right to
spread the opposite of hatred
as though by birthright. He
is as mellow as a river’s
running water which does
what it does simply because
it has to.

Some of the supporting
castis pointedly caricatural,
specially the villainous

Yaqoob Pehelwan
(Abhimanyu Singh) who
grimaces and smirks as if
practising for a play on
parodied perversity. Onthe
other hand thereis Ali Afzal
as a mysterious poet and
benefactor. He is gentle and
wry. He has one lengthy
sequence with Shabana Azmi
inadimly lit street of Lahore
where he tells her why she
musn’t leave town under
pressure. That moment hits
us hard. I longed for more
productive conversations
among the more enlightened
characters of this fascinating
study of the urge for
transcending communal
divides. The climax is so
sublimely inspiring I clutched
at my heart to make sure it
doesn’t break.

Batwara 1947 is Raj Kumar
Santoshi’s best, most relevant
work since Lajja in 2002.
He has worked a magical
alchemy with Sunny Deol
in the past but nothing to
compare with the radiant
validity of this work.

We may not find every
component of this peace
anthem equally harmonious
and Rahman’s atonal Bhajan
is the worst I've heard in
cinema, but at its core this
is a work of tremendous
integrity.

THE REVIEWER IS A VETERAN FILM
CRITIC.
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In democracy, political parties

position. However, nearly eight
decades since independence, a
question crops up about the reality
of passive revolution and the
ethical failure in getting over the
banality of merely electoral cycles.
Hence the alternative thought: are
we fast reaching a post-political
stage where civil society
organizations and their struggle
to have their voices heard appear
as a bright streak of light that
bodes well for democracy?

Here we can speak of CJP protests
atJantar Mantar where the youth
or euphemistically called Gen Z,
had alegitimate ground for protests.
But what appeared more convincing
was the method they applied. At
the current juncture it reminded
the nation of the inherent strength
of non-violent satyagraha, thus
reinstating the Gandhian vision
at atime when our moral compass
has been hit hard by modernity’s
unregulated technoscientific turn
transgressing Gandhian ways.

However, a few points form the

epaper.thestatesman.com

caveat that protesters should
invariably keep in mind. First, to
hold the moral high ground they
ought to exercise utmost caution.
While their demand was authentic
and methodology legitimate, the
utterance of filthy language went
against the values they held dear
to their hearts. Second, constructive
opposition is the very lifeblood
of democracy but emotional
excitement and the bandwagon

Satyagraha for Democratic
Sustainability

of brouhaha can’t offer any panacea.

Here it won’t be too much to
draw a parallel between CJP
movement in July 2026 and
Raat-Dakhal on 14th August 2024
in Kolkata. On that very night
men and women, particularly
young girls along with their
mothers, came out from houses
in an unprecedented manner on
the Kolkata streets shouting slogan
for justice for the mysterious
murder of the medical intern at R
G Kar medical college. The
movement was vigorous, yet law
abiding in its overall approach
and demeanour. It was a veritable
instance of mass volition for truth
which was implicitly disciplined,
yet chose to raise voice for the
righteous cause rather than craven
compromise.

So today whenever such
non-violent satyagraha takes place
not only in India but also in any
corner in the world, it has profound
impact on society, political systems
and governance at large. Of course,
itisnotadenovo tincture toclean
up the mess with the Midas touch
but it is certainly the veritable
antidote to a possibility of the
system’s inherent insensitivities
and growing lackadaisical posture.
In an age of accumulated risks
and resultant crises when economy
follows “take-make-dispose” model,
for people aspiring to be homo
deus is not a cakewalk but an
orchestrated work, sort of verstehen
based on benign introspection,
not facile imagination about
satyagraha’s therapeutic effect for
democratic sustainability.

THE WRITER IS PROFESSOR & HEAD OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, S-K-B
UNIVERSITY, PURULIA, WEST BENGAL.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

India will begin their FIH
men’s Hockey World Cup 2026
campaign against Wales on
Saturday, carrying the
memories of their historic 1975
triumph while looking to build
a new legacy in Belgium and
the Netherlands.

It has been 51 years since
Indialast lifted the World Cup,
with Ajit Pal Singh leading
the team to its only title in
Kuala Lumpur. More than five
decades later, Harmanpreet
Singh will lead the side into
another World Cup campaign,
hoping to bring the trophy
back to India.

There is an interesting
connection between the two
captains. Ajit Pal captained
India at the 1971 and 1975
World Cups, while Harmanpreet
is leading the team at the
global showpiece for the second
time after also wearing the
captain’s armband in 2023.
He is only the second Indian
captain tolead the country at
two editions of the World Cup.

India enter the tournament
with plenty of confidence after
an impressive finish to their
FIH Pro League campaign.
They defeated reigning world
champions Germany and
Olympic champions the
Netherlands, while alsobeating

pool.

India are in Pool D alongside
England, Pakistan and Wales.
They open against Wales on
August 15, before taking on
England on August 17 and
Pakistan on August 19.

The tournament will also
test theteamsunder a revamped
format. There will be no
traditional quarterfinal stage.
The top two sides from each
of the four pools will progress
to the second phase, where
the eight qualifiers will be
split into Pools E and F. The
top two teams from each pool
will then advance to the
semi-finals. Crucially, points
and results from first-phase
matches against teams that
also qualify for the second
stage will be carried forward,
making every group game
significant.

Experience could be one of
India's biggest strengths.
Mandeep Singh and Manpreet
Singh are set to make their
fourth World Cup appearances.
Harmanpreet, Hardik Singh,
Amit Rohidas, Vivek Sagar
Prasad, Sumit and Nilakanta
Sharma add further big-match
experience. Atthe sametime,
eight players in the squad are
preparing for their first World
Cup. Chief coach Craig Fulton
believes that mix can give
India an edge. “Our strength
is our diversity,” Fulton said.

following in the footsteps of
his mother Pritam Siwach,
who represented India at the
same tournament. Goalkeepers
Suraj Karkera and Mohith HS
are also set for their maiden
World Cup appearances.
Alongside them, Rajinder
Singh, Aditya Arjuna Lalage,
Yashdeep and Shilanand Lakra
willlook to make an impression
on the biggest stage.

Stern test for women’s team

Simultaneously, the Indian
women’s team will begin its
World Cup campaign against
Chinaon Sunday, with Salima
Tete’s side facing a tough
challenge right from the outset.

India have been clubbed
alongside higher-ranked China
and England in their pool,
while South Africa are the
lowest-ranked team in the
group. The opening assignment
against China will be particularly
demanding, given India’s recent
struggles against the Asian
side.

Chinadefeated India twice
at last year’s Asia Cup, while
England also got the better of
them in the final of the World
Cup qualifiers in March, despite
India creating opportunities
in that contest.

However, India will enter
the World Cup with renewed
confidence after lifting the
FIH Nations Cup. The title
provided a significant boost
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Gambhirled Indiachases

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
New Delhi, 15 August

ndia will begin a new

chapter in their Test

journey in Galle on

Saturday, with the opening
match against Sri Lanka
carrying significance beyond
the two teams and the result.
The 15 August encounter,
which falls on India's
Independence Day, will also
be the 600th Test in the
country's history, making India
only the third team after
England and Australia toreach
the landmark.

India's Test journey began
on 25 June 1932, when C K
Nayudu led the side against
England at Lord's, 15 years
before the country gained
independence. After 599 Tests,
India have 186 wins, 188 defeats,
224 draws and one tie. Reaching
the 600-Test milestone on
Independence Day gives the
occasion an added historical
significance.

Yet, as India enter this
landmark Test, their focus
will be firmly on rebuilding a
red-ball side that has endured
a difficult period.

Under Gautam Gambhir,
India have enjoyed considerable
success in white-ball cricket,
winning the Champions Trophy,
Asia Cupand T20 World Cup.
Test cricket, however, has
presented a contrasting picture.
Home-series defeats against
New Zealand and South Africa
significantly dented India's
ICC World Test Championship

red-ball under scrutiny

India are currently placed
fifthin the ICCWTC 2025-27
standings after having played
nine Tests, winning four, losing
four and a draw. The two-Test
series therefore presents an
opportunity for India to begin
repairing some of that damage.

While another poor result
could further dent India’s
hopes of reaching next year’s
World Test Championship
Final, it would also intensify
questions around the
Gambhir-led coaching set-up
and the way forward in the
longest format.

¥

the set-up. Another disappointing
campaign is unlikely to lead
to Gambhir’s immediate
removal, but it would inevitably
put his position and the team’s
red-ball approach under greater
scrutiny.

Galle, however, is hardly
an easy place to begin that
process. Sri Lanka have won
27 of the 49 Tests played at
the venue since 1998, with
spin playing a central role in
their success. Prabath Jayasuriya
and Ramesh Mendis now
carry the responsibility once
shouldered by legends such
as Muttiah Muralitharan and

1

examination. The visitors
have struggled against quality
spin in recent assignments
against South Africa and New
Zealand, and the performances
of Rishabh Pant and Dhruv
Jurel could prove crucial if
they are preferred over Sarfaraz
Khan.

The top three comprising
KL Rahul, Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Devdutt Padikkal will
also be expected to provide
substantial contributions,
with captain Shubman Gill
likely to remain the fulcrum
of the batting order. Padikkal,
in particular, has an opportunity

redemptionin 600th Test

Jasprit Bumrah unavailable,
Mohammed Siraj is expected
tolead a relatively inexperienced
pace unit, likely alongside
Prasidh Krishna. The conditions
could prompt India to rely
heavily on spin, with Kuldeep
Yadav, Ravindra Jadeja and
Manav Suthar allin contention.

The Galle surface is not
expected to be a minefield
from the outset but should
become more spin-friendly
as the Test progresses. India
will therefore need patience,
discipline and the ability to
build pressure over long spells.

Sri Lanka also have questions
toanswer after alack of regular
Test cricket. Having gone
almost a year without a red-ball
match before their recent tour
of the West Indies, Dhananjaya
de Silva's side will need to
quickly adapt to the demands
of facing India.

Squads:

India: Shubman Gill (Captain),
K L Rahul (Vice-Captain),
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rishabh
Pant (w/k), Dhruv Jurel (w/k),
Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep
Yadav, Manav Suthar,
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Gurnoor Brar, Devdutt
Padikkal, Saransh Jain, Augib
Nabi, Sarfaraz Khan.

Sri Lanka: Dhananjaya De
Silva (Captain), Lahiru Udara,
Nishan Madushka, Kamindu
Mendis, Dinesh Chandimal,
Pasindu Sooriyabandara,
Sonal Dinusha, Niroshan
Dickwella (w/k), Ramesh
Mendis, Prabath Jayasuriya,

Pakistan twice and overcoming The tournament will also  totheteam’s morale and belief, (WTCT) campaign and exposed The impact of India’s Rangana Herath. tostrengthen hiscaseforthe Keshara Nuwantha, Milan
Englandinashootout. Those  bring some special personal and the Tete-led outfit will weaknesses thattheteamwill — home-series defeats has already No. 3 position before Sai  Rathnayake, Asitha Fernando,
results could prove particularly — milestones. Defender Yashdeep  hope to carry that winning bekeentoaddressinSriLanka.  been felt within the support  SpintestforIndianbatters Sudharsanreturnsfrominjury. Lahiru Kumara, Vishwa
useful, with England and Siwach will make his World momentum into the global staff, with two assistant coaches India's batting will India'sbowlingcombination ~Fernando, Dilshan
PakistanbothdrawninIndia's = CupdebutintheNetherlands, tournament. India’s performance in and a fielding coach exiting consequentlyfaceitsbiggest is equally intriguing. With  Madushanka.
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New Delhi, 14 August

Tanzid Hasan’s landmark
century helped Bangladesh
strengthen their position
against Australia in the
opening Test in Darwin,
carrying a 153-run lead into
the third day after an
impressive batting display
on Friday. The opener’s 101
made him the first Bangladesh
batter toscorea Test hundred
in Australia and helped the
visitors build on Hasan
Mahmud’s six-wicket haul
that had bowled the hosts
out for 198 on the opening
day.

Resuming at the overnight
score of 96/1, Bangladesh
consolidated further with
Tanzid batting with composure
through the first half of the
second day's play, anchoring
the innings as the visitors
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84 as Bangladesh maintained
a steady scoring rate and
moved well beyond Australia's
first-innings total.

The visitors' progress was
briefly checked when Australia
struck with the second new
ball. Josh Hazlewood, Mitchell
Starcand Pat Cummins picked
up wickets to give the hosts
hope of restricting the lead.

However, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz and Hasan Mahmud
showed plenty of resistance
latein the innings, frustrating
Australia's attack and ensuring
Bangladesh finished with a
sizeable advantage.

The surface also appeared
to become easier for batting
as the Test progressed, making
Bangladesh's first-innings
lead even more valuable.
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Jemimah ruled out with injury
India suffered a major setback as batter Jemimah Rodrigues
was ruled out of the ACC Women'’s Asia Cup and Asian
Games with a high-grade right hamstring tear. The
injury occurred during The Hundred in England.
Uncapped T20I batter Pratika Rawal replaces her for
the Asia Cup, with India opening their campaign
against Thailand on 30 August.

16

Siliguri
Saturday, 15 August 2026

For more updates www.thestatesman.com

Gilleyes WT'Crevival asIndia

begin crucial series; de Silva

backs experienced players

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 14 August

ith India's World
T e s t
Championship
hopesontheline,
captain Shubman Gill has
underlined the importance of
the two-Test series against Sri
Lanka, saying the visitors need
a strong result in Galle and
Colombo to keep their
qualification hopes alive.

India begin the series on
Saturday with Gill set to lead
the side in his 10th Test, while
a string of injuries has added
to the challenges facing the
new-look team.

“The main goal is to play
the World Test Championship
final next year. We have towin
around six or seven to have a
chance of qualifying. In terms
ofthat, thisis a veryimportant
series,” Gill said in the pre-match
presser on Friday. India's
preparations have been
overshadowed by a string of
injuries, with Jasprit Bumrah,
Sai Sudharsan and Washington
Sundar among those unavailable.
However, Gill dismissed
suggestions of any
communication gap between
the team management and
the BCCI Centre of Excellence
(CoE) in Bengaluru.

“There is a constant
communication with them.
Unfortunately Sai Sudharsan
did not improve as much as
we liked as we can't take risks
in Tests. But we are confident
of our 15 (players)," Gill said.

The India skipper said the
five-day nature of Test cricket
made it important to avoid
taking chances with players
who were not fully fit.

“The Test match is for 5
days. If it's one-day or T20,
then it's a different story. But
in the Test match, you don't
want to take a risk. I feel that
in the Test match, you have
more opportunities with other
players (to come back).

“For example, if you don't
play well on the first day, you
get another chance. So, the
players have more chances to

comeback. So, keeping thatin
mind, wewerealittle disappointed
(with Sai and Bumrah). But it
didn't affect the morale of the
team that much that they didn't
get the first 11,” he said.

With Washington still
recovering, Ravindra Jadejais
Indias only established all-rounder
in the squad. Gill, however,
believes young left-arm spinner
Manav Suthar can offer useful
contributions with both bat
and ball if selected.

“Tthink that's where someone
like Manav coming in. He's
got the ability with the bat. Of
course, you need a bit of
experience, you need some
belief and confidence and that
will only come once you're out
there playing, when you score
some runs.

“And hopefully he does that
in the series. He's someone
withagreat skill with bowling,
And he's got the potential to
be able to be a really good
number 8 batsman as well,"
Gill said.

He also backed Devdutt
Padikkal, who could get an
opportunity in the top order,
besides praising the recent
formof Prasidh Krishna. “Devdutt
was here earlier with India A
anddid well. He has got all the
skills and the potential to
succeed in this format.” Later
he added: “Prasidh recently
hasbeen bowling the best that
I have ever seen him bowl.”

India's early arrival in Sri
Lanka has given the squad

more preparation time than
is often available during a
packed international calendar.
Gill believes the additional
time could prove valuable in
adapting to local conditions.
“If the scheduling allows us
to have at least a week or 10
days before a Test, it helps
with the preparation. Last year
we had abusy schedule and it
is never easy. Most players
require a bit of time to adjust
with the conditions. So this
extratimein preparation helps.”
Indialast played a Test series
in Sri Lanka in 2017, when
Virat Kohli's side completed a
3-0 sweep. Their most recent
Test at Galle also ended in a
convincing 304-run victory.

SriLankabackexperienced
campaigners

Sri Lanka, meanwhile, have
placed their faith in experience,
with captain Dhananjaya de
Silva backing the returns of
wicketkeeper-batter Niroshan
Dickwella and fast bowler
Lahiru Kumara.

Dickwella, who has played
54 Tests, has been recalled
primarily for his wicketkeeping,
while Kumara brings 35 Tests
and 104 wickets of experience
to the attack.

“Dickwella had toleave the
Test squad over the last few
years because Kusal Mendis
went to No. 7, and Kusal has
played well there in the last
few years so Dickwelladidn't
get a chance to come back,"

de Silva said. "But when you
play at Galle, the mostimportant
thing is that the player with
the best glovework plays.”

“Right now in Sri Lanka,
there's no bowler who can
replace Lahiru Kumarainthe
squad. He's the fastest bowler
we have playing red-ball
cricket. Unfortunately, he got
injured in the West Indies,
and a series that we could
have won became a1-O defeat.
Hopefully, he will use that as
motivation and he will do
something big for us in this
series,” the captain said backing
Lahiru.

Rain could have a say in
Galle

Weather is another variable
heading into the first Test.
India's final practice session
was shortened by rain on
Friday, while showers are
forecast throughout the opening
days of the match. Galle is
expected to see cloudy and
breezy conditions on Saturday,
with a few showers and
temperatures around 30-31°C.
The forecast had indicated a
90 per cent chance of
precipitation, with rain
interruptions potentially
continuing into Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. With both teams
looking to make an early
statement in the WTC cycle,
the weather could add another
layer of uncertainty to an
already important series.
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Bhawanipore
hold East
Bengal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 14 August

Jaglan clinches maiden Coal India Open:

Kolkata: Shubham Jaglan secured his maiden professional
title after firing a brilliant six-under 64 in the final round to win
the weather-shortened Coal India Open 2026 by two shots in
Kolkata. The 21-year-old finished at 14-under 196, earned =15
lakh, and climbed to 14th in the DP World PGTI Rankings after
a composed closing birdie.

Bhawanipore FCstrengthened
their position at the top of
the Calcutta Football League
(CFL)standings after holding
reigning champions East
Bengal FCtoa 1-1 draw in a
grippingtop-of-the-tableclash
on Friday. Fresh from their
victory over Mohun Bagan,
Ranjan Chowdhury's side
produced another disciplined
display to end East Bengal’s
five-match winning streak.

The first half remained
goalless despite both teams
creatingchances. East Bengal
looked dangerous through
Bijoy Murmu, while
Bhawanipore relied on the
attacking intent of Sahil
Harijan and captain Jiten
Murmu. Bhawaniporebroke
the deadlock immediately
after therestart when 21-year-old
Shyamal Besra scored in the
46th minute. East Bengal
responded six minutes later
as Ananthu NS curled in a
superb left-footed strike to
restore parity. The Red &
Gold Brigade pushed for a
winner late on, with Ananthu
hitting the woodwork and
missed chances from Sanjib
Ghosh and Robi Hansda
proving costly.

shehar Badal Rahe Hai,
Ghar ke Humsafar Nahi!
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