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Shimla, August 7
The Forest Department will
organise its 27th Annual
Sports and Duty Meet at
Rampur in Shimla district
from September 11 to 13.
The three-day event will
provide officers and
employees from across the
state an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a variety of sport-
ing competitions. The Ram-
pur Forest Circle will host
the state-level sports meet
after a gap of 23 years.

Around 1,000 officers and
employees of the depart-
ment are expected to take
part in the event. Forest per-
sonnel engaged in forest pro-
tection as well as those per-
forming administrative
duties will compete in differ-
ent sports and games.

To review the preparations,
Sanjay Sood, Head of Forest
Force and Chief Project
Director, JICA Forestry Pro-
ject, held a video conference
with Conservators of Forests
and Divisional Forest Offi-
cers from all forest circles. He
directed the organising com-
mittee of the Rampur Forest
Circle to make all necessary
arrangements to ensure the

smooth conduct of the event. 
Three venues have been

selected for the competi-
tions: Government College
Ground, Patbangla; Govern-
ment Senior Secondary
School Ground, Rampur;
and Dattnagar Sports
Ground. A review meeting
was also held under the
chairmanship of Conserva-
tor of Forests, Rampur For-
est Circle, C B Tahsildar,
who heads the organising
committee. Divisional For-
est Officer, Rampur,
Gurharsh Singh, is coordi-
nating the arrangements for
the event. The department
is making comprehensive

arrangements for accommo-
dation, food, transportation,
security, medical facilities,
maintenance of sports ven-
ues, reception of partici-
pants and other logistical
requirements.

Speaking on the occasion,
Tahsildar said it was a matter
of pride for the Rampur For-
est Circle to host the state-
level event after 23 years. He
urged officers and employ-
ees to work together to make
the event a success and
appealed to the local admin-
istration and residents of
Rampur to extend full sup-
port for its smooth and suc-
cessful conduct.

Forest Dept annual sports meet
returns to Rampur after 23 years

Ravinder Sood

Palampur, August 7
Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar
Himachal Pradesh Krishi
Vishvavidyalaya (CSKHP-
KV), Palampur, has conclud-
ed a series of four-day train-
ing programmes on
advanced point-of-care vet-
erinary diagnostics for Veteri-
nary Officers of the State Ani-
mal Husbandry Department.

Organised by the Depart-
ment of Veterinary Medicine,
Dr GC Negi College of Veteri-
nary and Animal Sciences, the
programme was conducted in
three batches between March
and August. A total of 34 Vet-
erinary Officers representing
all 12 districts of Himachal
Pradesh participated.

The training aimed to
strengthen the diagnostic
capabilities of field veteri-
narians by providing practi-
cal exposure to advanced
diagnostic tools and their
application in routine clini-
cal practice. The pro-
gramme included expert
lectures, practical demon-
strations, hands-on ses-
sions and interactive dis-
cussions on point-of-care

veterinary diagnostics.
The valedictory function

of the third batch was
presided over by Dr Pankaj
Sood, Dean, Dr GC Negi
College of Veterinary and
Animal Sciences. He under-
scored the importance of
rapid and accurate diagno-
sis in veterinary medicine
and said point-of-care diag-
nostic technologies play a
crucial role in improving

animal healthcare and dis-
ease surveillance.

Deputy Director, Animal
Husbandry Department,
Shimla, Dr Sandeep
Mishra, who attended as the
special guest, urged partici-
pants to apply the knowl-
edge and practical skills
gained during the training
to strengthen veterinary
services across the state.

The programme was con-

ducted under the supervi-
sion of Dr Adarsh, Head,
Department of Veterinary
Medicine, who highlight-
ed the need for continuous
professional development
to keep veterinarians
abreast of emerging diag-
nostic technologies. He
also thanked the Animal
Husbandry Department
for sponsoring the train-
ing programme.

Palampur university trains vet
officers in rapid diagnostic tools

Ravinder Sood

Palampur, August7
A 10-day art and craft training
workshop for children from
Ramanand Gopal Rotary Hos-
tel, Saliana, concluded at the
Sobha Singh Art Gallery in
Andretta on Friday.

Seventeen students from
Class III to Class XII took
part in the workshop. They
received hands-on training
in a wide range of art and
craft activities under the
guidance of master trainer
Kamaljit Kaur.

Appreciating the partici-

pants’ enthusiasm and dedi-
cation, Kamaljit said the chil-
dren had made excellent use

of their monsoon holidays by
learning creative skills and
taking part in meaningful

and productive activities. The
children made a variety of
handmade items, including
decorative rakhis, crochet
products, hair scrunchies,
handmade flowers, greeting
cards and several other craft
articles. The training aimed
to enhance creativity,
improve fine motor skills and
encourage self-expression
through practical learning
and creative activities.

Kamaljit Kaur said such
workshops help children dis-
cover their creative potential
while developing patience,
imagination and confidence.

She added that early exposure
to art and craft plays an impor-
tant role in nurturing innova-
tion, constructive thinking
and lifelong creative abilities.

The workshop was the third
free art and craft training pro-
gramme organised by the
Sobha Singh Art Gallery this
year for schoolchildren from
educational institutions in
nearby areas. The initiative
aims to promote creativity
among young learners and
provide opportunities to
learn and practise diverse art
and craft forms during their
school vacations.

Students receive hands-on training at 10-day art gallery workshop 

A total of 34 Veterinary Officers representing all 12 districts of Himachal participated in the event.

Our Correspondent

Hamirpur, August 7
Technical Education Minister
Rajesh Dharmani on Friday
advised students to set clear
goals, overcome fear and work
persistently towards success
while interacting with stu-
dents of Swami Vivekananda
Government College, Ghu-
marwin, in Bilaspur district.

Dharmani interacted with
students of BA, BSc, BCom,
BBA, BCA and BVoc cours-
es and shared his life experi-
ences, encouraging them to
adopt a positive outlook and
enjoy every phase of life.

He said success begins
with setting goals based on
one’s interests and urged
students to face challenges
with resilience. He also
stressed the importance of
participating in co-curricu-
lar activities for overall per-
sonality development, say-
ing such involvement
builds confidence and
broadens learning.

The minister said every
individual possesses unique
qualities and should identify
and nurture them. He
advised students to conduct a

SWOT (strengths, weakness-
es, opportunities and threats)
analysis to better understand
themselves and work
towards their objectives.

Dharmani urged students
not to confine themselves to
securing good grades but to
focus on the practical appli-
cation of knowledge. He said

the present era is driven by
technology and that tools
such as mobile technology
and artificial intelligence
can be effectively used to
enhance learning and skills.

Calling skilled youth an
asset to society, he said stu-
dents should strive to become
self-reliant and contribute

meaningfully to their fami-
lies, society and the nation.

Responding to a student,
Ambika, who spoke about
her fear of failure, the min-
ister advised her to set pri-
orities, prepare a schedule
and pursue her goals with
dedication instead of allow-
ing fear to hold her back.

Don’t fear failure, work towards
your goals: Dharmani to students

Urges students not to confine themselves to securing good grades 
but to focus on the practical application of knowledge

Technical Education Minister Rajesh Dharmani interacts with students at Government College, Ghumarwin.

Ex-Higher Education
Director elected 
to Asian School

Football Federation
Shimla, August7
Amarjeet Sharma, General
Secretary of the School Games
Federation of India (SGFI) and
former Director of Higher Edu-
cation, Himachal Pradesh, has
been elected as a member of
the Asian School Football Fed-
eration (ASFF) and Vice-Chair-
man of its Technical Commit-
tee. His election is being seen as
a significant achievement for
Indian school sports.The state’s
sports fraternity welcomed the
development. — TNS

Our Correspondent

Nahan, August 7
Far from the Himalayan foothills where
he was raised, a young researcher from
Sirmaur district is making his mark at
one of the world’s leading universities
while pursuing a mission firmly focused
on conserving his native mountains.

Rishudh Thakur, a native of Khodri
Majri village near Paonta Sahib, is pur-
suing a PhD in Geophysics at Stanford
University in the United States. His
research focuses on using satellite data
to understand climate change and
strengthen biodiversity conservation.
His long-term goal is to return to India
and contribute to the protection of the
fragile Himalayan ecosystem through
scientific research and innovation.

Stanford recently honoured Thakur
with its prestigious Centennial Teaching
Award in recognition of excellence in
teaching. He has also been elected as
one of only two student representatives
on the Advisory Council of Stanford’s
Doerr School of Sustainability, repre-
senting more than 200 PhD scholars.

The 22-member council includes
globally renowned scientists, industry
leaders and philanthropists, including
Bill Gates, Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran and industrialist
Jamshyd Godrej. During his two-year
tenure, Thakur will represent the inter-

ests and perspectives of doctoral stu-
dents in discussions on the universi-
ty’s sustainability agenda.

Raised near the confluence of the
Tons and Yamuna rivers, Thakur devel-
oped an early interest in nature and
environmental conservation. During
his engineering studies, devastating
floods in southern India inspired him

to explore how satellite imagery could
help identify flood-prone areas. His
research later expanded to mapping
Himalayan forests, estimating forest
biomass and monitoring climate
impacts through remote sensing. After
completing his master’s degree in
Environmental Engineering at Stan-
ford, he also worked at NASA, where he
used satellite data to assess irrigation
requirements for agricultural crops.

Thakur believes satellite technology
offers an affordable and effective way to
monitor forests, water resources and
wildlife across vast landscapes. He says
climate change poses a growing threat
to Himalayan ecosystems and stresses
that protecting forests, rivers and natu-
ral resources is a shared responsibility
that requires collective action.

He credits his mother, Shanti
Thakur, his father, Dhanveer Singh
Thakur, and his teachers for shaping
his academic journey and nurturing
his passion for scientific research.

Expressing pride in his son’s achieve-
ments, Dhanveer Singh Thakur said,
“Rishudh has always remained connected
to his roots despite studying abroad. His
dream has never been limited to personal
success; he wants to use science for the wel-
fare of the Himalayas and the people who
depend on them. We are proud that he is car-
rying the name of Sirmaur and Himachal
Pradesh to the global stage.”

From Himalayan foothills to Stanford’s corridors of science
Rishudh Thakur pursues

research aimed at protecting
forests, rivers & biodiversity

Around 1,000 officers, employees to 
participate in three-day event

Seventeen students took part in the workshop. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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